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Q en meee 


Tattle cnofgh I know cf yor, 


"6 Goddard, who dil upon ofs form * 


Yel iometimes, t rough the mids C vw 
The (aalehuftt clipper whieh lad Come 
4 six months vorago, press ng bape 
To land the passenger, it bore, 
Who had no futher sticngtl? to 10am 
Who could not reach hs native shovo 


a ¢ 
Tow Mistar Markings tits cd*you & e 
With some of ghose fine ‘schomes he"span 
Aud gave yourgiite enough to do " 
Lo remedy whit fools lid done 
Wi h dott 1 tack you might have vo4 
‘Lhe glow ofea oc ofl Ivo 
Le Kabir 20 weighs cet af 
Tf yon cov diny k ep vive t 
bal ft 


* 
JV bike the way in wileh yor wend 

(A frunte exploit rv ist alee} 
erase hho Tn an continent 

Tiom upper Ganges to tho sca 
« And Inter, wate yor rangufy foo 
Yeung goneral i Uneo-e nnored hat = 

As ing or Josing gallantly, 
Advantinows over Guzerat 


. f 
Who wero tle women of your fe? 7 


Tew you hea? Mada no Giang ? 
Tad yo, a woud away a wilt? 

Lowed you the ad agh ters of dhe lagtl ? 

Such things wo cmeaot wadeatondk¢« 
Wo oly iknow that in ; Ar api 4 
» Ce npugning or 1 for id a rand! 


J You lived aid died an Foghyju myl 


Hayry Brocr 


Tand 9g End, Jung, Ly 
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CTIAPTER I 


Lot*me live in a howe by the sido ef the rord, 
Wheie the race of men go by, + © Ly 

Tho men who are godd and thé men who &ro bad 
As good and as bad ag T 


I would not sit in the scomor’$ gfu, 
Qe hunt the K ues ban 
Tat me live ma house by the ide oft}he road 
And be a fiipl to man 
Yosr 
po. 8 oH 
§ Bur, ny den Mig. Snaler, yansutely do net mean 
to tell m@ that you sfole hitle? Yamuna >” 

Mrs" Wilton ever apoke a hagh word, and feast 
of all to a guest al her table But hor positian 
requived her to be stern at times — Ilerecyct “were 
fixed and her voice had a grave, byl mest of all 
suoh a sad tone ae « 

The Goanese boy behind her chair, readly amature 
may whose life had been spent fn,her service, was 
meresled, Lhough neither mouth nor eyelid twitched 
He looked such a gentleman im lus shaning duck, and 
was one, for all lus bare fect and dark skin, ‘fhe 
other, table sorvant, dafferently diesgeds in Indian 
robes and with a red turban, was a,native Chustian, 
not Born ‘to the trade. He, thougtiaa goof servant, 
did show some percopuible agteidabinenl, could 
anyone’ lave attended to him, Both nin wee 
usd to a prolly wide variety at the table of tie 
wiclowed missionary, *who {uted to keep hei sympa~ 
thies ag wide as human kind, But the viwtcistow 
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occupying the dining-room, and the yerandas 
beyond were of a sort only occasionally seen there, 
Mis Tullon was aware of some telcratiee in enter 
taining Chem, Above all, il was Che notoriously 
stolen nitive baby, of whom they made sa much, 
whie had caused a scasitien in Qe mission eouipound 
on ‘the hills, ' 

“What shall Tsay, Cimer? " asked Mra Siniles, 
tuming from the table lo her fuishand, who stood at, 
a window, holding the baby in question, whe had 
requiied some -svolhing. . . 

Say that you dilat for (he glory of God) and the 
suvation of Us lite soul,’ Hiner Smiler answered 


n 


firmly. A a : 
“Saf did, Mais. Tulton, ? answered Mis, Smiter, 


inkmg comage, “And, what is: mor, I stole 
Yamuna, if yeu want to have the word, upon a 
dieot’earmmand fron loeaven, «Let me toll you 
how it happened"). 9-0 4 

Mrs Taliea as onted, though not with eanny 
Tt was suelt tilt king with dishonesty whieh her 
fevoyrte son, Kdcie, now Dr, Pulton, bad always 
bpougit up agamet the “pi” lol, as he compre 
hensivdlyscalled Chem ‘The mother's Qhoughits wont 
olfin a flash to Edgar Pulton, whem she felt not 
to be doing evell ing new ventine in life, som the 
first he had notabeon able to gel along with the 
mussion in which he was born, colightencd and oasy 
compared to many. He had gone fae Uer end tard 
woise Some -are only fitted for the secular life, 
which need aot ho vortdly mvepiiit, She rementhered 
how these same; Smilers wore favewites wilh her 
son, whe stw oir transparent goodness while worl 
ao langh at them * > ’ 

‘There Was something lagdable about dean even 
tthe moment. Both were lean ard lanky, abet 
fortyrxcars of age, dresstd in iifiCling clothes of the 
cheapest nateial, Mr. Smiler wore a tcarly-made 


THE BRIDE OF SITIVA 9 
s 
white tie of the sort which is sometin es gold for 
evening use This was in loken of lus being a 
minster of the Pecuhar Brethren, a name that 
peeuharly amused Edgar Tullon It was an Ameri 
cat secl, and ils membas m India fell into the, 
class of what used to be called Faith missions, who 
had to Rave faith rather than any assmance that"a 
hving wage would be pad? Umem. Mullitufles of 
devoted men and women died off like flies in the 
Garly days of these undertakings » ‘Phe mission of 
the Pecultar Brethren has learned more wisdgn now, 
Tt finds funds to feed, though not always to dress or 
to educate, those whom 1t sends out ten thousand 
miles to a trying climate ooh a? 

If Mr Smiler never,looked ‘well-fed, ié was not the 
fault of lus wile or of his mission — It tas the pager 
sprit, bent on dothg good, jf not, always with 
mtchigence, ,that kept Imm gadaverous, 6 ce his 
face expressed perception, and vectuRl hgit tp, hke 
his Gals # into, a winning “omile* Both had a 
o sulfici@nt Knowlddge of the Marathi language, but 

not of the standard kept up in Mrs. Fullon’s misgjon®_, 

‘ Gome, Jane,” said Mr, Smiler, beanxng dows 
npon, her from, his,peight, with the beautulud face of 
the ‘stolen baby pressed against, his worn check, 

" Sister Fulton is ready to hear the stop” “¢ 

Mrs. Tulton hoped, with good reason, that she* 
was not proud, yet this “ Sister’ {rem certain of 
ihe undoukied brethren and sisters in thé less 
edycated missions secretly afflicted hex She knew 

that she ought not to rind it so mugh as she did, 

For a moifent, half an hour beforesit had withered 

her hospitable mstincts to hear the-annotfacément 

withtwhich the crowded tonga*drave up to her front’. 

door * * 7 

‘bisler, wo,are come ” Mr+Smiler had shouted, 
perhaps louder than he knew,*and so little doubting 
hie welcome fhat in the same mstant Misa Fulton’ 
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folt reproached as he pushed into the house, eurying 
the baby who was his special chiuge 

Some ci the vary best people whom Mis, Cniten 
know, the salt of He cr th, wore table ta address 
shermtha weve She tacdnotto dy inn tle dilletence 
of feeling in regiid (oil to ot difference im catty 
Wvamning. Yet the auuival had given her at shiek, 
which “was to be repeatad She was thankfyl,dhat 
her son, with his seus. of humors, fad not heard that 
Annunciation «© Yet il was ecrtunty fauny, a 

IL Jagd not been as mich toa tberty as it might 
have bear ‘The Sinilers Inv wartten Co lier fron (lie 
great mot ntasy station of Mababh shwaa, where even 
Tath nofsignanos ‘ind their way oat these diys, 
that they were tétamnag to phar home at Naroli 
m the lowe Konkan, and would stop with her for 
afew hotus ign the vafternaott toc retrealinent It 
was {1 middie of June, tha eve at tye Monsvon, 
which 15 a cremligtans ce vert in indy clin ice and 
hfe, Mahafileslavar ‘was nearly anptud Mis 
Valton was going) down hergelf by (he end of the 
Weel to the home of her lite, “Tabipur, only thirty 
Miiles wwas, an casy chive for Lada Hut, while she 
remaied in {us other houce, plage at her disposal 
in®connechion with the Lord’s work, eleven miley 
from Mah Vslcshwas, on a shyhtly lower ridge, 1 wath 
fer delizht to welcome aud to speed travellers cuther 
way | Why was sho there, with ne killing pournoya 
to lace, if vot te entertain congenial passeya ee Moy 
especully those at the household of laith ? is 

As (o Ural mater of addvesy af whielt tay.mntels 
mra|t nat be riage, Mrs legltag te flet tok upey the 
happy vivicty of cudowment in nuded life, One 
Alas sense where (he other tacks it, thy supple. 


Jonting edteh other's necds, as was indondel Mrs, 


Smiley looked up to her huslandain many weys, 
consalling him as just dow." Yet shu sit, as Me, 
Siniler dil not, that Mis, Pullon alisuked this 
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mance bits and she abstained from it accord+ 
ing’ 
Tete Tilton was wont to say that Mra, Smuilot 
lotally lacked every feminine charm. Yet he had 
sevaal limes enjoyed scemg her face light up, aa, 
now, when she embarked upon some theme thal 
seemed Great fo her. 

“TL was when we were difvurg away fom Naroli, 
Mis, Dulton, two nionths ago, to come t> Mahables 
Shwar, We were all of us run down, atid 50 Lhin thal 
you night not have kNown us. J aan goigg back 
now a well woman 1 comparison to’ whal Tavas then, 
Tho breezes of Mahableshwar are indeed delightful, 
and have done inuch for uy But they Messe of 
God, which came to ys with ‘ete Yann, has done 
moro She has been to up what pfolane people 
would calla masedt”’”? Aa z 

Mr, Sines Levewpon, gave aANTud kiss Lortie ttle 
salin face beste bas ses God Less her 1’ 

Now, 1 asa ppint with Mis Dultoa iha., while her 
life was given np lo dving good &mong the peoplo 
of India, she never quite enjoyed such peigynel , 
contdol with them She would tend nalive Babies, 
taka -them in her-qrms as ngeded, hui-stopraliott at 
Kissing them. Tf was only her rwe Colerance,for Ner 
son which nade her sanction suchaffecti¢n fom him 
towards native Christian chiklren, «There was heré 
ne principle involved, It was only an unreasoning 
and very ‘idrong lecling of a white woman towards 
pking nol, while, Personally, she beld that tho 
Smiles had nothing legs Unvn an imfatuation for 
Yanna, , a 

‘This conviction was shared by the tfles little 
Smilers, two girls anda me : on 

They Tooked wp with jealous eyes ut the sound of 
the-kiss. “ Baye does not kiss us like tat,” was 
the thought in their™hearss? They hace nos the 
nénpareil sito of Yamuna, nor would thoy @ver 
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have a thousandth part of her looks, whieh are a 
thing indepout ent of colonr, ‘The swilor ciildven 
wore well nigh vepel ont pasty, pall wil dank baw 
and dressed so as ty caltance thon nghncss 
» At Mis Pullen's stggestion thoy dad pen dream 
the buble afl eatmg, und wore playa about the 
rib and the verancdlas, rather norily, att fodtdcd ly 
at infifior sor of agaht ‘They were altogether an 
inferior gimp Yet many mothas would have 
resented, as Mire, Smidor did net, the marked yulfectian? 
shown, away Rom them fy thei father, Mra. 
Tulton wa Cunking there wes ne sort of doubt as ta 
which eluld her son, a connoisset in fooks, would 
have mad@ auch efs 

Yamuna could nots play about wnprotccted, 
paruignlait v6 the back veranda was a lugh one, 
from which shy mig Wave falen’ many times her 
own leith, She eo lecnol aszyetom@ke much noise, 
vow lisp’ move thaw a Faw evordp a Sho way about 
two, years of], though no one know, exactly 7 and, 
Dke'most Indian bhbics, smallefor hdr. ee! 
» TPieved hrecding thicugh jeme tlousands of 
yeus, Andeda ate Caneasten fulness, ae nowbere 
in the’ Mincy world carucd fingher than in, the 
sotflhorn Konkan, aunning on mito Malabar, ‘Fhe 
best Untl Kisrope eqn do in the way of an aridocratic 
face can only bealikened, by those who knaw, $0 & 
Konkani Gralwotn Yanna muy net have been a 
Brahaitn, but she was obviously of some geod caste, 
She was of Uk lightest brown colour tab is quite 
removed fram, white,  Uer plump titUe body was 
clad only ina padt of knickers, at an aye when, ina 
native (nGionmeul, she would have wou notlime. 
ofter dark cycs, with dréaping hashes, were a comtanst 
lo the palo‘orbs of the Smitas, By many standards 
she was immeasurably Ue better tern, She coudd, 
witha, sreile and guref, a yOwel of a baby, 

‘aon to your puma, my pel,” sudlMy, Sailer, 
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setting her down from where she had heon sitting, 
on is broad palm Mrs Fulton had not been 
comfortable watching thom She knew that the 
servauls, though accustomed to her entertainment 
of natives, in a shgh ly different way, hae their awr 
thoughts about the costime, and the situation, which 
they would in part express to each other thal nig t, 
sitting waimihg thew finger? ovr a dung firé be ‘ora 
going to bed on the ground 

Y "Yamuna easily ran across the inom, wilh a hand 
held oul to her by the Goanese agrvant, with a 
discreet laugh of admiration Mrs Smiloy Took her 
up, and resummed the story with the little head resting 
upon her bony shoulder an  ? 

“We were packed_in the Longa, bu anather one, 
just as you saw us ‘half ars hour ago, Mis Tylton 
Ow baggage had\btcn sent ontahead, andi we were 
self sprees m shat, tongas sth nothing fo keep 
us in Narolic ty accraent ‘as si? seemed at the 
moment,obut really by the dhection ofProvidenco, 
we passed*by (hé house of the retired Murali, Prem- 
abai. Shois a homely, I daresay kindly stout woman | 
of forty-five, with mo harm about her axccpt' the 
worsl. Uaving spent her youth, and a godd deal 
more, in the servite of Shiva, slac now rears othars 
to the same mfamous trade She is thins a Peculiar 
instrument of Satan, Basides Lex, own daughters, 
who are now all Murals, she makes a regular business 
of buying little gitls of all ages to,uain up? She 
dges this with skill and with capital, being a rech 
woman Can you imagine a morainfgmeus occupa- 
dion? Ldknow you cannot — You know India better 
than’I do, and how cheap buman flesh add ‘blood, 
with the precious souls that ge with them, somelimesy., 
becomes You may even have paid a few rtipecs in 
famine time to get a promising cluld for your 
orphanage~at loast Pknow dt havel’ os _» 

athe two fwomen looked at each other wits a 


4 tum phe, GE aniVA 
comprehending site There oe tow eugaged in 
such we k who have no dove ach things, 

"OP motive niakes all (he difference,” couthimed 
Mis Saute 

“Ct cannol adit Ut,’ sue Mie Pultono That 
ig a dangerous maxin an ine ined pline wlach may 
Iead to ony ling.” a 

MF Smile looked smcerely diated 

“Tear my story, and then tell me ab you hhune 
me, dear Mrselulton yon who are 9a hike erates 
in Tony hae * 

Mrs Halten was bepinniag to be told Une af date 
yous, though shew ce htthe past titty. er dapnity, 
hor expetignes of saore than thinly yedts me india 
forshe hia eome Sut very yore and at cer tam darge 
benovolences justify d Me eortiparisen 
+ We fons, al Jrattiv Kitz tn omiun beings is 
forbthha by the Win Pepa k des gs well as by 
higher’ bus e Whats abouk stciling Ine 
beings: kien. nping ep omapins Dhere re preter 
pehulties for Ci evan by Wana? kiws 
© Both Che Snitets were so congenmedl (hat Mas, 
Fulteh felt some compunc tot, os 

* Mader, Promabat had h ele bre etry the law 
every ine she propane cchid by the help of money ; 
and dhotlea hay when she dedicated hae in the 
stemple * . 6 

That docs net make kidnappiys right.” Sut 
com@ ont on the veranda to cajoy the are? + 

Thus the servants, in whom Mi “bulten Juul 
detectod agus of mde iyeere st Were Tepuyved: of 
the climas of the dale, 4 

The yfirty adjoutned to the veranchy whieh wor 
Thoth high and deep, thd farnished i seine meee 
as a Sitti groom Below dt stretehed quite a Hnike 
dell, beyoud which wound the red acad to Mahable- 
shwar. cThe fextare* pf Us misada campontul, 
bedides those common to many in {eia, was 4he 


ry 
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clumps of feathery bamhoos, witching with the 
delivate tracery of ther crests, so far above the 
ground as to make il hatd to think that the bambao 
is ughtly but a grass. 

Mrs, Calton was tall, with hair hardly grey, and a 
fiec which was coming to be Ike a benediction £ 
She hadhlargely made herself, and was mellowing in 
character from year to youn Ya was wl posable, 
as Mrs ‘Smiler honght, that she did not wislt Lo hear 
the story of the abdnetion ? Tho law of Jondnoss 
was in hor mouth; buf an truth sha dreaded what 
she might lear. e at 

Mrs. Smilet continued, as soon as sho had been 
airanged with Yamuni upon a gofa kevde Mrs. 
Fulton’ 4 a rot 

“You know what a fight [am waguyr agamst the 
greal false god Shyarsin the newe of Jehovah, 
had long kept iny gye upon Pe Saba” 1 kad bean 
heating a gomdeal for Weeks pasicbout a beautafal 
infant Whom Vremavai had thouglat, to rear for 
Shiva's "service *Some,of my formants said that 
Yamuna was a Brahmin child, and others of tho 
goldsnuth caste, whorare often equally fair ¢ You 
cannot ‘tell us what you are, can you, lite duding , 
But for myself; 1 beheve that*Yamuna is a Brahmin. 
Tt was syid that Promabai had paid two hvadred 
rupees for her, Larger sums aresgmetimes given « 
in tls infamous traffic. Bul with Ure chances of 
Ife ity India there is risk in buying anyCue so young 
as Yamuna a a 

The baby crowed, and gave a, jump, on Mrs 
Smilers kree Only bea@ty so unmjstikable would 
have nude the transaction possible... Mron Felton 
Tel Yariuna grasp one of het fingers. 2 

“Thala the servants of Shiva should scok theu 
victiins so carly |,’ exclaimed Mrs, Smiler, her voice 
Uiding with cmotion 2 '" Shaal the servants ofour 
‘Lord ba less ‘lating? Shall’ thev hest.ale 4d detv 
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comprehending smile. There are few engaged m 
such work wlo have not done such things. 

© The motive makes all the difference,” continned 
Mrs Smiler, 

“1 canmot admd thu,” said Mrs. Coulton, “That 
ig a dangetous maxin, an melined plane which may 
Had to anytlung.” ia) 

* Mrf Smiler looked sincerely dish ossed. A 

“Tear my story, and then tell me af yok blame 
me, dear MrseDullon- you who are so like a mo her 
m Istagl.”” ae . 

Mrs Thillon was beginniag lo be tokl this of late 

ears, thot gh she was little past fifty. Tet dignity, 

her experience of More than Unity years in Tndia-~ 
forshe had come Sut viry young—and a cert un large 
bengvolences justified whe coniparison ’ 

+ We iknow. that NYY rafficktiyy 4n human beings is 
forbitklea by the 7 “an Rega Goge, ao well as by 
higher’ laws BGC! what, a hows “stealing human 
beings—~kidnapping ?* 1 imagiie there sre greate 
penalties for thal, even by kumar laws” * 

® Both the Smiles were so conrerned that Mts 
Fulton felt some compunction. .* 

“At deast, Premmbar had been, breaking the law 
every time she progured a child bY the help af money ; 
and dhother law’ when she dedicated her in the 
‘temple ” ae es 

“That does not make kidnapping nehi © But 
com@ out on the veranda to enjoy the ups 8 

sThus the servants, in whom Mis. Fulton kad 
detected signs of undue interest, wore dopryved of 
the climax of tho tac * 

The purty adjourned to the veranda, which was 
both high and deep, end funished in some moasure 
asa siitmg-room Below it stretched quite a little 
dell, beyond which wound the red soad to Mahable- 
shwar, -Che feature’ al ts mussidn compound, 
beude’ those common to many in Iffdia, was éhe 


1 
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athery bambous, witehigg with) the 
dcheate tracery of thar crest), se fat abave ther 
ground as lo make it bard to think Chet the banhos 
is tightly but a grass. 

Mis. Fulton was tall, with heer hardly grey, area 
face which was coming to be fike a bene dit 
Sho hadlagely mada herself, and was nu llewingy Ts 
character from year Lo yous Sel was if pmol, 
as Mv. Sinilor thought, that she did net wosll Co heat 
the story of the abduction? ‘The tags of kindness 
was in hot mouth; bub in tiuth shy gheulet what 
she might hear. , eo , 

Mrs Smuler continued, as sun as she fad bem 
arranged with Yamuna upon g gofe peal Mars 
Fulton * - 

; 


clumps of fe 


ow 

“You know what fight Ifum, waging a,aimey the 
reat false god Slyvaaim th be ne of Jelfvah ot 
had Jong kept my gye upon F**gahai® | pd any 
hearmg a goddedtal for’wecks pasjabeut a heintitul 
infant whom Pronfabai had Mynglt, hoover fer 
Shiva's setvice, "Samie,of my utfociieits sat tla 
Yamuna was a Brahmin culd, and othqas of tho 
goldsmith caste, Whosare often cymally fan. You 
cannot ‘tell uy what you are, can go, tthe daeding & 
But, for myself L beheve thavVYiryuna iS at Beale 
Tt was syid that Premabar had pid twa liftadred 
rupees for her, Larger sums me sgtncd ines givens 
in (fis infamous Gallic, But withthe chance. ut 
life in India there is risk in buying anydne or yf 
ne Jone id * “8 

_ Phe baby crowed, and gave ay inp un Mes 
Smuler$ knee. Only beaaty se uanelthehle wonld 
have madé the (ransaeon powihle, Mae Undone 
let vqtane arasp one of har Bayern. ‘ 
 Thatythe servants af Shiva shoud seek’ ther 
victims so carly J,” excltimed Mes, Snuler her vere 
thrilling with emotion, « Shad) the se wurde of eat 
Lowl be lous glaring ? shalt they hes tate ad doty 
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if neregsary the mnperfect laws of men? Anyhow, 
1 dad not hesitate J bid seen Yanna by chance, 
and felt strongly diawn towards her, * One of 
these little ones’ T thonght that [ was com- 
missioned la swe her There Twas as | have said, 
on on fast morning in Natoli, cdiiving away with 
seacely a thought of her only coucecnedhwith the 
*baggtge and our own eluldren, Jt was the Lord who 
caused’ the heathen driver to go through the slrvot 
where Piemabathved When I saw where we weres 
T put.my had on his arm and told lim to drive 
slowly, , My souk was siiingely moved  preparcd 
for whatever might offer. And behold, on the 
carthdén igtrace mh font of Promabat’s house there 
was not @ persona sight, only this hte love, playing 
ungoncerneglly m they shade? as naked as she was 
orn an 
oR sud tne : Stop’ and he stopped. 
At thal momer Ha Moice whisper a? my bosom as 
plainly as am speahing to yo: © Jane Smiler, take 
up that child for the glory af My game! Tam sure 
that it was the Lord addressing me. T whipped aut 
of’the Ront seu. I can be pretty spry when there 
is nced for it; avg within a mmnule I was buck with 
Yamuna, who secmed to know that it was for her 
good; and who cid not ery. Mr. Smiley from the 
back seat had, sCen, and did not interfere, knowin 
thal I was guided — ‘Deive now for your hte tl’ 
orld to the"longawalla ‘A rupee extia jf we get out 
‘of tus without a row}? TTe did not Ise st, bemyg a 
worslupper of, Shiva himself, and sympatitsing 
with Premiby rather than with us, «YoeC he did 
dive fast engugh to get us oul of the town before the 
theft, for I ad nit +, was discovered, ln anative 
Stalé, so bigeted and bebindhand as, Kanhata, , 
anything mig have happened Jt would not have 
done ta sneak Yamuag likehat liad we been siaying 
cn ui Naroli, But was it not Providential that wa 
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wore going hundreds of miles away, Ught aut of the 
Stale, wilh the baggage sent on aluaed ? " 

Mrs Fulton did not fect ao sme of (ae yaat whiel 
"Providence had played. She was herself absolutely 
upright: yea and yea, nay and my, She dal not 
tee that detail about the baby bay ng bees lifted, 
ap the Pat farmly were de the act ul Ieee 
Kanhalh State for a dame, tustead af stay nine hige 
the music, Shoe rememberctl What her son hie tee 
sapl to say about the occastonal slyness of the sae 

wid = Set, though she could not apyiove, she fiffed 

‘amuna's flowet-like Mand to her fifa, ‘ 

However 1 happehed, I htpe thatethis dea 
lide one is saved, for this life age the next. Dut I 
wonder Lhat you dare Lo take } of back taN&roh, ty a 
uf you retuin yourselves Piel} Ue whole phe e 
was in a ferment, pid id your ( thtatyuis etter 
for 1?” ve 4 ‘ 

“We never leat that (ae? Od | and niga 
low has beef quite safe,» Mie Smiles with li 
appointefl nol 40 say haffed at be day Mable topet 
the sanction which the wished, She was code 
m ways that Mrs, Tylion was not. a", 
This 18 our own Jiitle one, given Lomas by Nie 
Loyd,” sho qont,on decigively, (We neti ter 
keep her while we live” « " 
une ki have you a right tater? * asdatl Mis 
on, whose conseence was fu . jist’ 
and somotimes obstinate, : a va 

Mry Sntiler came to the reseue of sc wile, whe woes 
yenplussegl Ee was contanted to lenve most of Mas 
talking Lo her, al pub meotingsan Ammd band in 
drivate Igo, since he had not due PAlL Bat i aver 
8 ote a ee af Ural ai the Aare, es 

_estoung Yamune to hei x . 

os nt, I mound: her” favourite peagte upsorte 
aster Tylten, 1 gold with my wate in all that 

he has saidgnd done.” [ woilld have stolen Yowmans 


xm TILE BRIDI OF SIILVA 


‘myself but thal I was encumbered with {] ¢ childrer 
on the back seat, and Jane is the mmbler Bat u 
would have been flying in the face of Providener 
not to snatch her up. Now that we lave her wi 
mean to hold Ler agamst atl the powers of Satan on 
eof Shiva,” 

“They ate the same evil being, IT heltege,” ox 
claimeg Mrs Smiler, . 

"Tf you are detmined io keep Yamuna al all 
costs, whether or no, tight ov wrong, why not shiyy 
her to Englan@l or America?” asked Mise Fulton, 
Ter comscien¢® might have winked at an heroic 
moeasure Itke that . 

 Becayse we caunot afford it, nor do we see the 
need, Ststery? 4, * 

“We coult nol spare here ically,” said Mrs, 
Smiler wistfully ‘aghe has bgcome more dear to us 
than J can saye In our own children somelames 
feel bf Pane mpi eed WM comiplrisg # 

Mre¥ultgn glantalgit tht little Smilers, gnd could 
nob wonder, Iwould nol have baen in,lcr to set 
aside her own even in appe ufance for the sake of a 
stramger and a native Yet she held het peace, 
reflecting That this family unde:went, in the same 
cause, uSks and haishyps which she was not called 
upon te endure, bAides uncongenial contucls which 
she would fiol, She was humble cnough to adinit 
that thew rewaré might be the greater a 

"Sa you think il quite safe to take back Yanjuna 
where she grew? =I woukl nol like yousté lose her 
now. Almost anylhing is) possible ine Kanhida 
Slate, as fnye sof is beginnmeg to (nd guid qn 
auth Dr, Fultof’s experiences had not yet begun, 
nor did Nis mdther know the half cf what he jad 
ircady-seen, ‘The people of Tndia are toyribfe in 
the way of furtive vengeance, lying low and spuinging 
upon you at a favourable mongent. *LIWs 1s specially 
tiug ma native State, where they abayind in thur 
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own sense JT would nol like ty ds onrage you, 
There may have been difficulties abort Cheit folk ise 
you to Mahableshwar wilh any Ingil proces v 
would be just hke them to await your Letut nu 

* Tlave no fear for us, Sister," wttel Mr Smaier ina 
tone which settled things. “Tha Lord is abupt 
dantly able to protect bu chosen, Whit T fears 
thal great cloud everspieaming the west, al may 
caich us before wo get down the mon itein der Wat ee 
« Io stood al the parapet of the, vetancla, still 
holding * Yamuna. When the fay, Avis first 
mvaded India they degenbed ‘heats mip’, whon 
they encountered as “in colom fike a dark blue 
cloud.” That was the manner pf clo, cerimon at 
the opening of the Monsoon, witei M ginal r facet 
with some anxiety Both he and Min dealten Tete 
cut 2 rather close dm theit ‘plans for petane Vown 
from the hills ihe dumpy of feathery Qamkov 
wee huw tbsduify yall fy gu a yust hier 1h lkss 
scraping each othemwith a nfoudfe sound 5 an there 
was a soughing in the,other folie. ‘ * 
The others Lose and jomed Inm “The wind ways 
petting chilly, ‘They soon had to tet te withit the 
house, shutting the doors to thewest. —TTegral dust 
of tfc hills was whittling in <he yind, * . ‘ 
Thig 16 The rsday,” observed Me bigilor®, “We 
have a complicated journey Co gob Uhre LE we ate 
is eee ate by ey evenily, A hyde dupe 
nye table will spol avery ‘,° . 
oe aoe (te Sabbath." ag eh gee 
course we cannol, hue,’ said Mi. : 
Ms %ulion made no eremuk * 5th ar 
dronched in gclting down to ‘Tubaphiy on ie Bunn~ 
day, as planned, But hers gvas at simple problony 
compar! to that of the Sniilows. They fief Defoe * 
thom one of the Journeys whiel (hee is fittte BU pie 
ae In Dtdie Wf onan annog take in Che dl ty’s wath 
whey hadMo reach the station al Wathgr, Share 
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miles onward, by midaight, which is the favouite 
Indian hour for entraming ot for changing trains 
With only one change they would reach Kanhala 
town, the capila of the Stale, where the railway 
ended, the next forenoon Thence they would 
dave ther work cul oul to dive, partly by counts 
ets, the hundred miles and more whych still 
divided them from tery litle bungalew on an inlet 
of the son =Between Kanhala and Narolt stretched 
tho line of thesam: Ghats, Urere some hundieds ofp 
miles further south than the Mahableshwar range, 
and lows. Butt’ as,Mi, Since remarked, they would 
take som crossing Tf the Monsoon broke inthe 
meantimg and the floods were ot t, certamn unbridged 
rivers on thé way would be an awkward proposition 
“Never nnd,” he pul afray anxiety “ The 
Lord willenot suffer his‘ elect ¢q salfer beyond that 
which {hey are able , “That. is rigltt, Sister Vulton, T 
am atte hat Jane 18 telling you alsopt her conflict 
with Uhiva, [tif Rethink Tose ‘than a arusade,” 
% Eddie calls "Shiva the greateste god an India,” 
gaid Mis Vulton. Bult Eddie knew little of any 


god py * 

“Tle js the wickedest, the meanest, the most 
rythless,” puisucd Mise miler, her voice plarfgent 
with omotign. She was an enthisiasl on the subject, 
“Shiva is the enodorn Moloch, The greatest 
maiden tribute fad in this world goes lo him, And 
it is (9 savo the ttle ones unong his victims, those 
who know not‘then right hand from thetr left, that 
T have giver? myself in particular Many others 
feel with me * Tun sie yeu da, dau Mis Lalon, 
It is for this tuat we hive founded owr Rescue 
f-eague Is it nol a worthy object 2” a 

Likes every decent person, and with yeligious 
unpulse besides, Mrs, Pulton fell that xt was worthy, 
She kindled at som. of the details given. Honour, 
she.tfought, must go to%those who Unery themselyes 


TIE BRIDE OF SITVA ar 


Into such a conflict with an unreasoning passion, 
which stayed not to count the cost, If thev same- 
times ran up against a stone wall----. rhey had 
their rewacds, transports whieh perhips the imoere 
conventional missionary workers missed, ‘They t 
were lapourers in tho vineyard, good and hdthiid 
servants a Py * 

" Have you over head of a fhooke Called Patiuline 
eLost?” asked Mrs Smiler ‘ 

Now it happened. thag this was the cne long poent 
with which Mrs, Fulton was faynili * 

“ Becanso it letly came my way. ‘The author 
must have been a devoul may Tle hay ane iden 
which struck me much =f am drapiased @ agiee wilh 
it,’since there is nothtng m the Bible tor e COnLT ATS. 
John Milton thinks pthat the devils dew vib®d jn 
the Old Testaments who fell with theie laden aatyn, 
are the sam® ag the Ifeathen gods pf PalddQey and 
Gieece apd Rome.» Yoo arberiot obliggd LoMrcept 
the idea, but there 5 much to recommend alt. Tf re, 
those gods are now withered like autumn Ieaveg, 
India is the only country where idolityy ys sul 
rampant Many are the vile ayds here, against all 
of whom we fight + But thoeworst is the monstuyia 
Shiva, with the thousand and thfeo nangs, daywhem 
slits Lho vory soul of Satan," # ‘ 

Mrs Tulton, upon reflection, wae highly tlisposed 
to agrec, |“ Shiva shall have his own? she quoted, 

“He shall not-he shall not fie Yunung | 
Intlia hax been Shiva’s own Intherfo.. Now the 
masse aye turning to Ghiist, a Synéied thomand 
at a limer India 1s Christ's, and [fo,shallabaye J tis 


om ao. * 
The two women, both so genuinely pond? found 
more points of agreement than over before, Mis. 
Fulton wondered tha many missionaries of her 
clgss passedeby on the olhty side from the, Sublgrs, 
scarcely adinitting thene as llow-workerg, fie 
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Ametican nussionaics in Kanhaly, for example, a 
lace through which the Smilers would pags travel- 
stained on the moiow, would not have onier tamed 
them ay she was dung Pubaps those wore a 
cularly hard and diy souls in their atticles was a 
special provision that whenever the funds fgr other 
parpows 1an short the,confoulable salaries ot the 
missionaxies should “be paid in full, Mis, Felton, 
on the contrary, had come out with ha husband on, 
an undeistanding: with the feroic touch that ther 
salarics should ‘be s0 much o7 fess, Yet even the 
Ameiicang in Kariala had thew reasons They 
ignored * {he Smilers lagely from feat of being 
compromiscé by ‘them, as they would have been 

Mis, Fultdh prayed apart with Mrs Smuler, 
fowarls whom she felt drawn as a true sister, and 
had a,ilile menting with the chiidyen She fed them 
all oyge* fhore, and ‘contributed tem pupees to the 
Rescfij League. "e,5 * 6! ‘a 

Mrs Smuiler wis encouraged, and fell that she was 
winning upon one never had to win, 

Or, Fulton is at Kanbala, 16 he not 2?” she asked 
towards {lie end, with some timidity ‘That was the 
way the subjecl wos aways approached in Cvan- 
gclicalnciicles, ginfforly, at least in Ins motilior's 
eens Tor thase among whom ho had been 

on, and with*whom he could not work, Mdgar. 
Tultoy kept+a hking bordoiing upon affection 
Byt they had no such fecling for him, Mis Smiler 
was an exception, m that she professed a warm 
regard for Urs Xoung doqiar at large, . bit ha 
husband judged ‘uum wilh severity, r 
- You will pass within a mile or two of Ldgar 
to-morrow,” said Mis, Fulton, her face hghting’up, 
We would perhaps have met you at. the station had 
he known, though he is hardly Ius“own master al 
Pee , Bul T may séy that you axp favourites 
of his, es 
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Mis. Siler was pleased. 

“We ae interested in your son, Whis sas always 
good ts Js he likely to slay mich fonger where 
he 1s 

“J do not Chink 0,” sud Mis Filton pave, 
“Nor cin © dese it for his sike, Edgar has x 
complaified, hul J feo) that he ae not ju thy vight 
place, Ths engagement ha halt a your lpuger to 

un, 
me Howe he ever look up with thos@ Ritual tsb" 
exclaimed Mrs, Smilor. © TLamist tithe a great deal 
of grace to stand thom* L decktis, 1 fuckaory for 
Dr Fulton every time T thiuk of hin}... 

Mr, Smuler was about ta mterfox ‘alt his own 
fault,” But he swakowed the words ms he looked 
at Mrs lulton ee 

“Tt's nol as bndl*is that sud, Mi, Pulton, 
“But Edgass employers mice hau hel ple het a 
not thon assotiate , anckiC pad Bowell? ai 

“T should think sol ob mist ¢onfdss thd te 
Riluahst missionaries of Kanhala wilt md, whether 
with or without dhe long robes, 1 tell Mma 
towadge the Church of England fim thom Ma hayes 
there is somg perspnal fechpe mi Uhe anata) | Ie 
American missionatics do nol approve, und ghantly 
acknowlilge us, even a» County ica eye {ful 
thag they are fellow-workcts who would lelp in ait 
emergency Bat we cannot feel ae about the 
Ritualist ‘Mission, nor do thr y adaut any tify in 
common wilh us ‘Ther eyed ait tixedkupon anet ter 
goal, passing oval us copiplelely’® 4 # 

The two mothers fooh@d atc cen aber, wid silat, 
yol were discreet Cau Culten wine al tlt efi ata 
disadtious oxpcriment which ad ‘niude songz ena? 
tion in fhissionary cuelos : 

“You propably knw, sail May, balton, “that 
the greatest pl all tor Pliset Shiva ri aad tate fiery 
offe of the sRitaalist mission stations ii the sth 


22 TLE BRIDI, Ob DULIVA 
Amaican missionaries im Kanha, for example, a 
place through which th Siniler wold pack travet 
glamed on the mote, wonld not lave cater tuned 
thom as she was dome Pelaps Gere wert a 

culiaily had and diy seri: in thein artic wate 
special provision that whenever the funds Gao athes 
purpoys ran shott the, comfortable auladen at the 
misstonanics should ‘ne p itd in full, Ale. balton, 
on the contrary, had come out with lice he bans on 
an understanding with (he Jeaoie touch that thea 
salaries‘showld be so neh oa fess Yet even Ce 
Ameticins in Kanhala duct Chew reason they 
ignored fhe Sinilers largely from feat oof heuye 
compromise by phtin, as they wenblt have bean 

Mis. Yulln prayed aparte with Mis, Sauter, 
towarils whom she felt drawn ag a true sister; aid 
had a,yltle meeting with the Gldyan, | She fed them 
all onge fore, ghd ‘vontrmbuted tay pupees to thy 
Reset} Leagues 6s, % ‘ : 

Mis, Smiler was cnecuraged, and fel that ste wits 
winning upon one neva hut lo win, 

“Oy alton 15 at Kanhali, s be nat?! she asked 
towards Ue end, with some tanidity, “Eat wis Ue 
way the subject wis always apptoached i Pane 
gelicalncucles, gingerly, at least i is pethies's 
Leah Tor these unohgy whom dis last teen 
born, and with'whont he cold not work, Pega 
Pullop kept-a bking borden upon after gion, 
Byt they had zie sueh feeling far dim, Abe sinter 
was an Sean wi that she predesedk a warn 
togard for’ thy young dogior at aged dnt fea 
husbagd jr¢ ged ‘aim wath severity, a 
e (You will pass within amie or two pf KA 
to-morrow,” stid Mis, Fulton, her fave lyshting ap 

He would perhaps have met you ad the atistion hae 
ho known, though he is hay his‘ awn insta at 
presetit, , But I may sity that you ang favuutilya 


nf hie?! 


. 
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Mis, Smiley was please b 

© We aie interestid in yout son, wha wae ahways 
good tous, [she likely to stay mvel haiger where 
he ine” 

Todo net think se," sant Mie. Pitter aavely, 
“Nor ean b desire it for fis uke Teja bis on 
complied, hut f fecl Chat hie is not in dig rghit 
pl Wey Tis eugagement lief halla yeut i to 


© Towehea ever tuok up with thos@ Wittalists 1” 
excktimed Mis, Siler. TC umist take a great deal 
of grace to stand thems 1 duchtcd, EF feclsorty for 
Drv Fulton every time T think of Limit! . 

Mr, Srailer was about toimterpove + fal t% tis own 
fault,” But Le owagowedl dhe wWhidsans he louked 
wt Mis, Pullou emer 

TUS no ow dy as fou dd Mas Fulton, 
“Rat Lope wing lowe metke hin hel what ie? as 
nod Chen gue Mute gs indeal esa five! op 

“Th oshdyht (yak sot oT fhust confi tht phe 
Witialst inst nas ef Kantyila wilt me, whether 
with oc without theiy tong robes, f tell hme net 
te fudye the Chirch af Kagland fron theme orhaps 
thore is omg porspnal feclpg Aa the anatter ‘The 
Amenietn inisstonaties do not approve, and hardly 
acknowhdge us, even as countyymer,@yel 1 fect 
{lath they tie fellow-w kets who would help in art 
emergeney Bat we cannot fed sp about the 
Rituilst Miwon; nor do they adn. anytiPag in 
Common Withis, “Phen eyes ae tixedkapon another 
yoal g.ssing over us completely’ 8 

The Gwh mothers look&l at each @ther, and sighed, 
yeb wore discvect, dy Fulton war at Uf efd of a 
(haaStrous expetiment which “ad ‘made some sens 
dion in fhissionary ele les. 

“You probably know” saifl Mis, Colton, “ that 
the greatestypf all teripk seo? Shiva is not buefom 
ofte of Cheebitaalist migion stations in the sduth 
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of your State Edgar was in the neighhourhood 
carher in the year” 

“T have not been io Lingam, but its influence 
radiates ight acioss Kanhale S at. aud Tnrha, 
Pramabai, for instaiee, belongs there, though she 
lives in the Konkan. Bul you live giyeh nie 
hesh Iyput to fight the yniquly, dear Mis Culton,” 

© You jave opened my oyes to certain (hingsy Mrs 
Smuler, for which ] thank you” That wis the best. 
thing about Mts. Fulton, slg never beerme too ald 
to eam: “ Antl fo show il, would you like me to 
keep little Yamin a whit, for secmtty, rather 
than take her back into a native State? In British 
India we ‘have ateleist the protection of a govern- 
ment which chas been obhgee to proclam ilself 
Christian Ahything would be better than for 
Yamuna lo grow up a Murali, debride of Shiva |” 

“Dotnet fear that I know howenyuch this offer 
meanfj{rom you, af thefe 1s wd need; and, as I 
have said, We could not spare hea Logk at her 
now!’ ‘ 

° Tre lovely cluld was asleep, on one am of Mr, 


os 


Snuler as ke came up to say good-bye ; for the tonga 
was at thie deor, ' 4 t . * 

™ Gog bless you? Sister Culton! We shall not 
forget the 16freshment you have given us, specially 
ds it will be tho*last we shall have for some dnys. 
We hgve lingered tco long on these pleasant pulls. 
I do not like thre look of the sky ” * 

One might well not like it “The lovel yanhght of 
six o'clock teyupoa the grecnery of the litile acune, 
which wag varied*in two places by a vividesplash of 
colour, one cfunson, one scarlet, consisling, of 
foliageiolants, i A De which bore leaves of 
those hues. such js, the occasional ecolotting of 
India At another pomt was a father witching 
Cyprets, which used td get ringing in @r Fulton's 

rath. anes 
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Yor Ue gods, dy whose keep ing fie dar bs 
That opens on all wht draw dr ath, 

Gave the myr lo fo fovea, ny bial nes, 

The cypress to de she 


But overhead the sky cloed jie ke a copper baw! 
Loose leayes ancl lwigs, as well as red dust, wen 
now driven befpre the incr qsing wine, vat yet t 
gale, the moanmng of which: sifkgested greg din 
tances and elemental forces A plor ous mettina 
henomenen, slowly prepared ands fife from isry 
haste, one which observers have staylal up én tht 
mountains—al some risk’-to enjdy, was at hau 
The bursting of the Monsoon is evezywhert 
admirable, but far less violent ifpgn (heaplurts 

“T do not think it gall come Lo-nyght? sad Mis 
Fulton ; “ and, unyhoy, Mf yeu can rent) Wau aot 


are safe,” 9 ® 

She kissed MrseSmilex, a thing she gud not afilialy 
do, and yith ‘Somer appfelinsiess Wa ched cht 
pean, half of ikem small, packed wile Hye Langa 

dandmg al the enirantey lo the lowsp tad fent 
veranda, with hor:face, ike a blessing, she fallower 
her guests as they drove around the curve, Meh ant 
upon the main, road, pe the tify bby Haddin, 
opposite her grounds She had per aps pove: 
heard the name of ‘ference, yet yothu g* that’ way 
humad was foreign to her e 

Mrs, Fulton had energy tou. Munthor examigiig 
the sky, ahd consulimg the sctvants who stout 
growped mathe backyround, she decidech tu put for 
ward her retin to Lnbsigur by some shitty hous, 
Hor tongd Was ndured forthe next aftrning daytend 
of Saturday afternoon as oligipally ptumed. “This 
entailéd a busy eventing for All Concerned Mis 
Fulton refched Tulsipur, as she deserved ta, withont 
a bad wetting. ®ui the Monsoon came the same 
afternoon, = 


CHAPTER II 


Bone far wicss ie Tndlan seu 

“In cloudy reservon a af aan 

The Mg oon bu vks magnificently 

On Mahid shwar sigh platen, 

Whengerth: five «aged vas flow 

In fiestet-th cough he saathern phun 
Unpublished, 


Tie Smilers had, thlerable lack only during the first 
night of their journcy. ° 
Bhe Hoaded tonga had dashed down the eight 
milgs of therdescent to War, and they passed. the 
first Gf the sagred cies on dhe ag ie while thore 
was still some Hfld. do dtstingaish the lalf mile of 
temples with stone steps along thesandy, Liver front, 
The remainder of the diive with relays of ponies, 
did not go as badly as it nupht have, out the heat 
was oppiessive on the plans, ‘The Snulers reached 
athar in ‘time for ther tram, in which they had 
one af the thitl-clasy apartments, mere boards, 
yel secluded frem native longing, which are 
reserved for poor Luropeans Yamuna, bein 
wrapped up, was smuggled in wilh them upon both 
rains Tf slm lived to take journeys evith thom at 
a later age this would not be possible ¢ a 
They read Kanhala, bedraggled enough, and 
unfed, avell off in tlie fiext forenoon » Llere Mi 
Smiler Jound*taat te tonga which le had engaged 
for te onwad journey Lo Narolt was not ready, 
could not be tcady. until the next mormfig, Theit' 
heavy luggage had acetmylated“at Kanhala and 
woald have to go orby bullock ort, After, an 
aflempi to camp oul inx a ralway stnlion, which 
= ° 2 


‘ 
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was not allowed, the party hud to aljoutn to the 
travellers’ bungalow, 

- All who have lravelled in India must be gritetul 
for the sheller and the clemental needs snpplicd by 
dus inslitulion. In a larger place hike Kanhala die 
travellers, bungalow cyen uns Le seule Cotatats, 

Domesiic hfe depends upor, a women, Vglile 
without Mra, Tullon's gonms for home nyking, 
Mgs. Smiler had yet a mother's heart. Shia wit now 
able 40 bathe and feed ay pul Lor DAL her dnee 
children and Yamuna, ‘This, with" (hit*help af the 

» ayah, she did with a happy heart, singuite in a 
crooning voice, and thinking of the Iitta Tome at 
Naroli which seomed apprecuibly netier, The 
children, too, were excried at the Diese Ct of setonn 
to certam native playmaks and Jmmble 4 tts, 

including a goat and thou father's sybite pany, 

oti, ° e “ wr, « 

The Mongoon ‘had byokefi int ue fy party a day or 
so eather than on the Mahabloslwar ninge, and 
without violence, so that the Smilers au anite it 
imperceptibly in the course of the railway jonyney. 

There scomed to be no sort of threat m it -- alow 

downpour of small yan which cooled the ar de- 

heiously, ,, * as 

There was somo tuouble or hilchpabwut the Hired 
tongae Messages, notes scribbled under dulienties, 
were going back and forth dining most ofthis Jidey 
between Mi -Smilor and the aabbedy dishonest, 

Parsi contiastor who had engaged to have the loupe 

ready that morning. Ils bung ready dependet 

upon relay& having been ‘aid, ay He” word gow, 
along a hundrcd miles of devipus motinuain read, 

Towards the ond of the day the misuenary hed to 

sally out iiPthe rain to encounter the Po rai, a meetin 

ees me wouldi bey Bung any by his Quakenisl 

1 O nom-resistance axl su E 

in tle name of the Lo.d, ee ae 
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As planned, the hunched odd miles south-wesiward 
to Narolt could have been covered m two nol very 
hard days, the Tuday and Saturday. Now Diiday 
liad Leen lost for progress, though rather needed for 
rest. The Monsoon had come a day or two sooner 
than calculated, putting out various plays, though 
always welcome The Smulers had cul il too close 
Any fool could tell that after the ram had been 
descending on the mountains im a solid sheet for 
about three* days the siyceams which flowed from 
there*Lo rightt'asid left would be in flood Several of 
these had to be Gosscd on the way to Narok The 
obviong ule of safely was lo get though before the 
floods hadtimoria’ come down But Mr. Smiler was 
increasing 4ifficulties by his geruples, There loomed 
ahead rot only the Monsoon, hut the Sabbath, 

“(I've done the best I can,e Jane,” he declared, 

~tetufang from ihe contiactor’s a,the dim ending 
of the day. “rants full gove us the tonga for 
Saturday moimng, but for no other days I labowed 
m vain to make hun say Ménday instead, 90 that we 
nyght have the Sabbith here im quiciness, ‘ Take 
rt of Iofive xt, Saltb,’ he said, ‘Ii 1s no considera. 
tion for me to send nay horses out in this downpour, 
whigh will becorile worse and not better 4” 

“So hd wantseto make us travel on Saturday and 
the Sabbath 7” Mrs. Smiler enquired anmously, 

“a That's about ihe size of 11 Now you jmow I 
will not obey the laws of nan in preference to those 
of God = Only oviga bcbg ae beert a use es 
saying 4o do ‘thal berygh.ed sun-woayslippor. 
could not 10aral lum, of a for him il ne stick, 
as perhaps Dr. Tuljon close by would havo, done. 
Butel think I can—I can get around hin.” 

In othe: words, lo deccive {he deceiver, always in 
the name of the Lord.  « 

“So you intend, Elmer—~?” © n 

“So I intend jo staat out to-mofrow morning, 
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as if we wore making the journey in twe comsecty 
tive days. No other way is possible, Rut eves 
will I travel on the Sabbath day. One day's driv 
ing, if wo keep at it, ought lo hulng us to the pleasant 
little bungalow al the top of the Mal Ghat, where 
jteam must now be waiting will Mui, I have 
always wanted. lo have a clear day thers instead of 
going on the next morning, At dant we ean Nave 
such a‘day, preaching the Gospel lo the Ifuuble 
mountaineers, But go beyond Mal (lat on the 
Lord’s day I will not!) There wil By no Kuni 
there, smoking cigarettes like a Eumopoan warldling, 
“to bully me. The driver dare not do sa, He will be 
glad of a day of idleness saying that [ byjtied hin, 
Let him [ Neamit’s further relayse which wall he 
waiting between Mal Gitat and Narol , can even wait 


any [ee . n@ . 
The little Smilers giggled at this, and then, fet i 


ery 


smiled upon wiew ee ee pe 
“That isothe way,°my pets,.in whicl owt Must 
sometimes, without? violeger, aud for a good feason; 
t the better of the powers of unrighteausness, T 
ave paid for the’enuro journey; and who ean 
answer fo. the mischances of the raad?", 8 * 
He was a good deal pleased with himself: in as 
shopkeepen 1t nught ,rave heen called seg elf 
satisfaction, mary 
“The tongas ac smaller hora than at Mahable« 
shwar,”, he went on “TE fon it will le a tight 
fit to-moriow (in tact, Gopabar Ayah will wave to be 
left belund With the baggage Beyond” Mal Ghat 
it will bé mote comfy for gho rest oh you, since f 
shall be on Motu, Bul fancy their wanting te make 
us arrive on the scone of our fabuara on the Sabbath } 
Not for the, whole world would I do such a thing |" 
He had picked yp Yamuna, and annonaced the 
noble decision, not with ee arms, but with the 
baby, crowing within them, ‘The pale liltle Smuléra 
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were discussing, 1 a Gl igs way, the effect upon 
themselves of ihe modified plans. They rogietied 
the additional day’s delay in meeting thew friend, 
the she goat ‘Ihcy did nol grieve for the ayah, 
while Mots would be al Mal Ghat. 

Mrs Smuler did not oppose her husba.d’s decision 
In principle she was bound to applove 4 T£ sho 
stil]? looked worrnedr it was sométhing else that 
troubled her ‘ 

“felmer,h she said, “IT am sme that yon have 
acted for the“bopt Only; do you think that we cay 
spare a, whole day to spend at Mal Ghat bungalow? 
The zivers on boih sides of the Ghats are rismg cach 
hour, “Ifthe LorA btmgs us through im safcty as far 
as Mal Ghat doryou think He would really ask us to 
linger there over two mghts ?” 

‘Would He not? Is there any tampering or 
comegrgmisiig with the Lord’s commands ? Jane, 
To qsk you, rquld you,lavel dn-the Sabbath to 
avord a foded 11ver 2” a > 
* Mis*Smiler drooped at this, having mach reverence 
for her husband as a man of faith. 

Re pusucd his advantage: ““ Would you?" 

‘*Tswould pray,” she said, “ to be dehvered from 
-such a dilemma, afd am vay content to Jet you 
decide,” - a 

“ That is right I suppose you have nol been out 
anywhete ?? ® 

Where gould I go? and whom do, we know m 
vall Kanhaja ? ” ? 

“No,ona, that is uc, except thal young Lumb, 
Dr. Tultor 5 “ aut 

“ Fe is the only one here who would show us 
kindness if he coulda T declare, Elmer, it dogs seem 
a Sname that ina contic of Christian werk like this 
in a heathen land there 16 nonepto give us a hand 
shake, a God bless yqu | Af wo called on the Amer 
can missionaries, some vf whom a%, from ows own 

- a n 
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they would be silt and perhaps nasty “Lhe 
= i. taal our fellow-workers, We feel (Et hoy ds sat 
We might gel Dr. Fulton inte surioig trinity yy 
‘gong to see bim As for (he inhuman Witualias 
with whom he abides, they would nat trcrive ts 
a shake hands I believe dey woul be eapabt 
of turnings ther servants or then dogs upon ae! 

Tings is one ef the crosses vhieh we met ey 
bear gladly for the sake of aur prodessinn. Nh 
even to be looked at askance and turkir fly tec tte 
we carry out faith further than do thy, Jalagly neni 
Christtans. We are advanced, as the ifialet: 
also call themselves. Our reward will bo the grestea 
in the other world ” t : 

Tt was certamly hard lines that the’Sunlers, whine 
hives were given to domg good, could tnd ne fellas 
stip Here were a dended Chustiin Lunilie., 
swagger or humble Muropean, und brea nue te 
tensely ‘interested un thule awn hives end cote 
30 in those of ther neighbours but net ed iia 
ol The nngsionaies beye wert npen ser tel terse, 
note or less close, with the Residency, then tea uited 
ay a young man of singular ment. Neat hy evan 
he nalive-cily, wilh a com! whae yrnantie haenpen 
ngs wefe almost the ovlor of Ua: day, “Lite Snails, 
ould call nowhere, Between them and the bas 
ency sel, the social dilterance, Wont the relygetin, 
ras co@marked ‘They would no mune dave dreaend 
f calling wpon the Maltarnafie aad bis, entetnsag 
8 the other hyissionanes del often chou ter heey 
1 touch shduld amy accaston WAY, Leabiqes at 
ould havg been a pice of gl ech for tye atutteys tes 
o 80, skico They had broken the bine uf beste 
al were now lotutning within ity honders detianthy 
‘nging (he stolen baby, whos able tos bead ative sd 
ore than a small Spnadttion, ss 
Nothing went well the negt day, or oa. Sb 
niler had plamed, The tong, which war ered 4 
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small, was late m starting, Jéven without the ayah 
the Smilers made more than regulations «lowed, 
and were sorely cramped, The iclays were far from 
ready according to time-(able Vol the paity did 
get forward somehow, about sixty nutes before the 
fallof night, mslead of the seventy miles to Mal Ghat 
It rained the whole day, with mci casing, sie idiness 
TvGryone was wef tosthe skin. Asin ihe sandwich 
Islands, travellers in Uhese pails can toed great 
degice get evel with mpunity because of (he gomal 
warmth gv the countey 15 a little les? warm than 
Haway THES Aulference, allows room for chills 
such, as Mis. Smuler and one of her children got 
Chillseand fever are no yoke in a malarial land, 
They trayelfad for most of the day through a fine 
and fertale counlry of nd distinguished beauty 
Only fate in the afternoongdid they begin to ascend 
tlre lp esol the Ghats These were lower than at 
“Sginbleshva, retly, father ®thén grand, but 
ushhi aoe the ttaGeler, ‘after wenty om thircy miles 
“of wekdoring; mlo the promised dand of the Konkan, 
ith ua witching sccnety and afflicting” climate 
if dhg Snuleis had had attention for them, peaks 
aros@ on, every,hand with shapes varying from a 
corksciew to afheatlnought,» : 7 
hora was no use m trying to push through to Mal 
Ghat on thal Saturday afternoon, docked of an hour 
or two of daylight by the heavy clouds  Wlieeled 
traffic is not carried on thereabouts by inght any 
more than along the Jhelum Velley raed itor 
KSashmii. My, Smile was fain to beg shelter ata 
very dilfcremt sort of Avayside bungalows than Mal 
¢ 


Ghata 
My vufe yz weny and wand 3e at 10st, 
- Tor we dave travelled very far to-dny, * 
We must be content with such as yuu have 


On the Sunday mormpg Mr, Smilor awoke froma 
foo vivid dream witli'a start which elisturbed his wife 


* 


THE BRIDE OF SHIVA #38, 


Tas anything happened, Filmer?” 

" = I think Creat he, atl ru abing his even 
and irying to shake off the impréssion, , 
Tell me about it dearest. You seem traubled. 

“Not exactly, for Lherg is nothing lo be traubled 
about. You know I do not cell ny chests as a 
tule, Brit a repeated cheams I maver ley thitt 


before” : ’ 
“1 Mo not mind listenme to dreams, Spris ant 
a 


if it will xelieve you ta do 50.” 
“TL was not : dreant of actionck ane, _Gauly a 
landscape, a sclting as & werg fof™aometlang thet 
was probably going on, but whit TL eculd uot make 
out, I will tell you. Thad exactly, the wate vision 
on waking in the trayellers’ bungXlow att Kanbitle 
Maras morning, though T did net spe ys e& it, 
tis the repetition thetias rubluditu {ome Sem 
might call it pocgnny, but we know tat ou*Pord 
has a purpose rial that hoeseads gia’ A a 
“Trae * Bul whal was the Madscape A” Se 

“ Awaoinds, as tt might appear ina prelude} whore 

a road passes through the hed of a small river 
Between the road and the river, on the sidé ypstfeam, 
a templé of one chamber in horuur ofathe *orfenry 
whom. we specially dight in this laid, he doatgayet 
Shiva There was of course, in 99 smalh a shrine, 
no impge, only a curved smooth stone, diubed with 
their “hideous 1ed paint, ‘The temples 1 contd int 
help noting, was nol of the grey Dercuy KI anit, Tat 
of some composite stuff brightly whiewashet > 
thereforg in the Konkan — En fronteof jt wut crasas 
Iggged ores yoed mat a baimvygi, o devitee of Shiva as 
T could tell ’by the ic]. pant about him, wling bis 
beads He was not of the moSt offensive, yet. his 
jar and parts of his body were covered with white 
whes, Close beyend, right serosa the road im the 
leatherish way which i$ allawed in tiis cauntry, 
ioe the river, It was noj in floud it did not look 


on 


S  Why, Elmer, thal is the crossing over the 
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deep or dangerous, though it was pretly wide, On 
the surface of the river, downwards, wat a blu, 
something which I could nof wuke oul. And that 
was all,” 


Nilganga, near the fi‘th m’estone fom Navolf, 
It is gf (he approach 1) our own dear hometh it you 
have Deon dreaming | * , ; 

“T sippose I have been,” the dier ner adthitled 
confused. “Wot il seoms so far from reality, and 
only clear-cus®p ilself”  ° 

That is il; “and at shows where your thoughts 
are. To think that we might be over the ford and 
at home’ before pight ” 

“That isea tethptation, faye, Remember whose 
holy day 1t is.” : 

- Tdo remember. Yet he@rken to the rain, outs 

ido°and insitlo! Tlmer, this is np place in which 
iO-2pd$d the dhy,and- another pight? Ton muilys io 
the M¢Ghat, where’there 1s a’ waterught building, 
and Srfliam is waiting for us “Toss “he. forty 


- ‘miles from there to our home, if we can push on, 


% 


The Noxses are ready, i would seem to many only 

the Hortest thing to make use of them as arranged,” 

° Get thee beldnd “no, Satan!” exclaimed Mr 

Smiler, not meaning it unkmdly — Nor did his wifg 
" dake it so, but dated although she was il. 

Tle sat up im bed, a lank figure, running his fheers 
thréigh his tao long haw, and looked about the bleak 
apartment, ,where the water dupped in Uuongh 
several Jeaks. Chis wis the only room ,in the 
building, whicl? was a native rest honse rather Uian 
a bunguow for Erropean tavalers, Yamuna 

“was on, ratherhamin, one bed with the S1ailerg 
Their own children, lacking complololy dry ekithing 
were on tho athor liedstead, whoa the younger girl 
moaned in her sleep, =? 5 

“There was no sort of skilled servica,'sineo the aya 
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: i] 
wos behind, and tt 
) ne ua, Who Ww . 
se in many ways, was before ee An ya 
he comfort which even Faith 1 i x ee 
A they are to keep alive in Luh asta 
¢ ou descended, with a pee til a aah a 
had tev not well? pl dad Me Saul ce : 
teoagat ‘ane chills dating pe pani nae 
Sabbath day. oo mye vant fo ff Nia ale 
abh day. ul now 1 acca 
conseine vie " tat yous ale Ms yon 
alow! TL seoms aln ae 
Sey ae ee alms! a myth of 
iL Enea? A of Whe and 
hearken to that at t Te at oe Hut 
ae Ree unio fae keeps on Tikigt! 
pote nly-fow hors whil pill anette 
Chipngli Henne t I fed now hit - ae bai 
Oo Narole with StL os Beall i 
delay. T{ your dt anh ee 
warning.” eae 7. VE dee Pe ada tt tet fhe H 
‘ 
: ut Shegiad touched thi w: ‘ ne 
of the fanagic wan Byte ey iin 
 Onrthe ¢ way y pehind 
the Lord, as tnowk ho said, “af Oe tent : 
For the river aa in ta think, it ines as 
it didenat To y dream was not tl etry 
ok dans if Hloated ory 
4! . CLOUS. i or platen, 
subject "Mea un we He yhe: ahge arin, the 
Tt gvas a ¢: nwhile his comy Ma aaron 
; Sina Noth nude te pemadn! 
trom Jn fowaliitaany, aT Pal yi nave ie 
ioe ie an NOL Sle of her a Sri er tte lg tty 
‘orees a Wh Inisgave her, wy we iy Aes ae 
Te waa blige her husdnasct teact hg Kn pli teal 
The ae . a . respor@ his lone Ae ane 
: disheL  mine ie i rr 
ra alt, There was s Minety, geretiny aps " 
fr, Sipilet ame fac, bid pen aiiue 
ltlver, wl neady came to fod} ane iat : 
» who nigh? have dur digade with be ie 
nastoe tn a ile eboon lid HT 
be pleasant plitee IN to help ch che 
@ = There ve We Mal ¢ a 
vas tis Coren « Ghat, but Higt 
Loe dt Office woehiin 
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a great distance oF he might have tried to com. 
municate with Kanha Mr Snuler, who most of 
all counted on having a dear day at Mal Ghat, 


seemed dest ined nevi 
Bis childien were sul 
unhealthy faces, they 


to hive it. 
lenly uebellious, Will pasty 
stood about m= that lentey 


hovel Under no circumstances equ they have 


been allowed 1o Ifave 


Sabbath ; but this dwarfe | all expeuence." 


a very good me op the 


1 + 


“Papr” tex once vented 11 umsone could 


we not go Ol 


Ir 


aly a5 fur as Mal Ghat 2? Situam ts 


there with Mot It would not be a gre vl sm to go 
ten mils on the Sabbath We could make up for it 


by kecping to-mo1 fow 
"But the ho oft idea 


morning holy mstead,” 
was n¥pped 1n the bud 


“eNo,emy dears, said Mr Smiler, who h id many 


a) father's feelings 


a 


‘fat would never do 


f 
Ang § his ow}, vocabulay he progeeded WG explain 
at Ba hut exysheit} , why nel, telung therh about 


his dug It did not move him that even Yamuna, 
Who lived in lus arms, was drooping vom 

The dreadful day passed intermmably in’ that 

name. es place Famy’s dirvar was heard con: 


eratula 


ing*hunselt that not hg but another avould 


haver the passage’ of the Nijjanga to make on the 


following day 


“Do you 1Ally think it was gif lo lnger by the 


way, a8 we have done 


?” Mis Smiler once asked 


“TL might seem to some a flying ua the face of 
Providence? Vor the rain wis now ste udicr, 


thicker via Inchertc 
He silenced ‘her with 


#0 womin of Jittlo faith 


~ Jane, Tam Surprised al you ‘The Loi now tells 
me dhat the diem? was twice sent to aie "hs aut 
assurance of our safety. There is no danger because* 
I know there is none. Wag.t myiream or yours?” 
It was indeed, accofidimg’ to the distinction which 
Flomer makes, no,empiy dream but @ true vision, 
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The night of Simday paso ot ithespreeable 
Tr. Smale: vars assidiates dis cng ber Her 
"Towards mop nig, shin they scce hasta ad 
in the sleep of exhatstion, be abe fell upen teats 
sleep. From this he woke it dawit ov latsmint + 
“Tane, T have dreamed it uyan! Poor the Chatned 
dime thé Tord tins sent ine the Vidor. op gnet ed 
before, to ass us. Thet tefiph of hast, His 
atrage im Sront of at, Une siver Moving etna the tensa 
Wide ag & must he at this searun, Dat yeas He saps 
nor dangerous ” ‘ ¥ ‘ 

They yencherl Mal Ghat, exciting caster ant 
onies, while it waa still early More they. bre th 
‘asted pretty well, and wet reredef Thee 
awaited them the gapom Situcuty oo Manatha ef 

the finthest southern type walle a deri oly fsmbease 
He was an elderly mark at larty: dat nt fas banaedy sae 
clan (hey seltcry lived quany Vedat te port dath age 

Site my, ni furally momaxyianttie, wwii at 

all well pleascal Lt was mat thet twos tay oP feat 4 
had sxsevet* | a nif 
ad ‘xpael* him. Te seemed ta ssomn b&itself tos 
being able Lo get no better servic Ch witht nutoawene* 
anes, and such as these, He aeatled) whom Meaty 
Yamana in his magter's anys, fur thotetn tay ie 
Bae rf ‘the offence * a ei 
ith fim was Mott, a shigey gvhite th 
put nae an in seh a Hyer ey aa « 
1 he CMakdren ran te ‘ ‘ 
linge had salir of Meneanl ua cet i 
oO welecnud Silaram, who wore berg eat i 
thom, and ie itt dew stiller wrth 
conten with whoa 4 Were wie git tis she ae 
this chatune ' 
fat ce ir (eine ona este erent arty eae 
and pretty wel Athed tle of the Nilgaag 4, 
protry well Uuonghort Kanhabe $ 
subject of the absluction of Yun} We Hee: me 
LT AEE more Whilemet Baill i ; ie aul 
ave fe + i hg atthe, 
@ Towed to heat ol if Lt wes well euigele tae 


misery 
sufferers, 


* 
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they had not ventared to eallat the palace, for the 
bigoted Maharaja was malung & personal matter of 
tt, and they might have becu arr sted on (he spot 

Tt was a very big scandal mdecd, as b gas was the 
god affionted. Tt had gathercet by acaiction and by 
delay, by the pure cheek of the method of abduction, 
and by the patience of the vindic live measles Not 
a. worshipper of Shitva in Kanhala State, in Weston 
India, Who did not hold himself personally alleonted,, 
Fach felt medanger fiom the vengiancs of thé 
god sq long athe agercscors semamcd unpunished 
The matter appealed Lo ike wolst passions of the 
people,. threatcning, as it did, 2cmotle inte ference 
with the" pleasures for which the geal Lomples were 
sought. Mere saperstition was also shocked and 
frightengd by what Mis. Smiler had done, 

‘here was no need for Lretnabai, little Yamuna s 
adoytad,mother, to do mocg Ulan dmitite proceed- 
ings, f he Stéla the Indu, faith, unjmumously 
took u,Ahef cause, Unquestionably an wl hil been 
comnutied which leguly counted ay Ciuinawde ‘To 
aveid any conflict of authoittes, Premabar was told 
to keépequict until the Sm Jers icturncd to Naroh 

“ Werhave themesafe, al Mahableshwar o1 here,’ 
the lawyers and the puesls sul to her, By the 
laws Awluck the [cnglish lave inuioduced “Yamuna 
shall be restores! to you, and her kidnapper punished 
If she appeals, the worst that can Happen is*Mhat 
the ‘Resident, himself will have lo gontence her 
She 1s withig our toils: she cannol escape. All will 
be as before, agd Sliva shall have his awn,” 

Such words leu been stiprmg and buzzing through. 
ut Western India for two months, aint echoes 
af them had ieachCd Mrs, Tulton, but noe the 
nnodent Smilers, ‘The native spend, wlhech every 
European scoins 16 be aware oh even showkd iL 
ana lumeelf (and belte‘so) had been full of the 
raatier. 
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When a part of all this hid been reparted by the 
children, Silaram was summons before the Sealrts 

His speech was cnet, Tle wis thoniaghly aataanyead 
of us employers, Alieady in Ins mind he tlie: 
counted Mra, Smiler, who would not te lav Madan 
Sahib much longer. Lt seemed that fhe phate 
police, with some sorl of witrrant for hia urieat 
and with authoity ta take. Back Yieuiina, were 
waiting in (he litte bungalow a Ninoli. me wily 
‘Mr Smiler was oul of it, aud not chyeutly ¢ ettened 
by the law. ‘ * ‘ 

“ Nover mind, dear,” ho said to his wife," What 
you have done [ have done. I will stand by sou, 
as the Lord will stand by ua beth” s 

She gave him a haggard glance of grathiad, Ve 
shock was so gtetl Unt both wore duced dy at, 
Both thought inst of Yamuna, and oof the foie 

~affort to save hyr  Ajtorn ely: Chey* ching, #4 the 
haby, fondhingsher for well nigh the 4 ot tinstey {ayer 
of the littfe Smuilgts was too dll fo Gite 5 bak Cie other 
two avers) no means sunny at the though wf fosdays 
Yamuna, little realising the dunes te Qari niet yess 

“OQ my little one in Christ 1" ghe cried dn teary. 
“Tt was lor that reason that I stele yo «toying te da 
what.was for the bebt, I wiht now that Thad lode 
you with Mis, (ulton on the Inlls inching that 
you must now gow up a Murali, whbanieh ss wens « 
So few yours ate cnough, wn dhs eval bead, Phat 
1s what mugl happen, unless some yighton Mites 
position come: Shiva seas to be agg b9 ona 
yok hg Lord ia alien tonne” 4g : 

aram could not lollaw the i . 
ia i actu, qv the wortl ‘ bat lee ants 
; don’t hokd with sucli deluge” tee aad p od 
in Marathi. Almost £ fear file Lae : a 

od for keupinge scvice with the e whe hove at 
ronted him,, 1 have lee willnys ta teok tte b 
the pony, and'lo do add jobs wlosy May catshie povatsrtiy, 
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A poor man will do much for his stomach, though 
Tam by ughts a landholder, But I stop shout at 
sacrilege. What are the nussionary Joh doing im my 
couniry anyhow?) They nay understand what they 
pwant; ITdon’l But tat em not interfere with the 
few pleasures of us village people 177 

That was what missionary ag,icssion eBue to in 
the It resort Sutauam saw himself a decade heneg 
if he vcd (or Wf nol he, t wn ls son, which cung 
to the same thing) visiimy Lingain, where the 
Muralys danced wilh wavings arms before the image 
of Mahadeo, but missing among Utero the Cuest, as 
she might then be, Yamuna, dressed in a saat of 
heavy cfimson, spangled wil gold. 

The Smiles woe not up,to preaching to lm 
then, or putting lum m his place, Tis position was 
already in some respects butter than theirs, since 
he steqd, wilhin the law of India awhile they stood 
withoyt. er Be Oe aes 

Theytashed him ihsicad about, the state of the 
réad and: the vers onward lo Naroli, ittemky-forty 
anijes Though they were in good shelter al Mal 
Ghat dkey did not think of Imgeing there m oda 
to dilay the fate which awaited them, Ik was 
rainmg haider then ever on this Monday forenoon. 

“ What do I know of the state of the 10d bc hind 
ome,” grumble@ Sitaram, “smee it changes every 
hour? Aleady I havo waited here two days bY the 
Sahiy’s command, and this is the thigdeday+ Yet 
when I came through the rivers wore not at all 
high ; ang the Nilganga did not wel Mutz's kneos.” 

His employers thought,that they could trust his 
repoft of tha road As to his attitude, it came 
*darkling over thom ?hai, whalever other gods any 
man‘ India, even a non-llindu, may warship, he + 
also worships and [eats Shiva, wed that they had 
hopelessly antagonisedathe“sentimen} of the land, 

eThey made a fresh and moro comfortable start 
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Lt groatly relieved the conpestian it the 
‘Mr. Sruiler on homselyick Ho teatted 
leay, behind, putt Mott, are cbjret vf 
incessant interest to the chifdum, He stead hase 
been photographed a6 ho rate jn the asin, an mnbiella 
in one hand, bis long legs mr diet bed beaters Heat 
clung to thom, nearly serapinys thee ptt wind on edict 
side of the sqtfat white Tot @Tnhead, hee Sapte 
kick up, pebble with his toe, age sett oti sahil pee 
for the amusement of the cbildron, SB. atie tot be 
return to Narali afoat, — a 
Beyond Mal Ghat they deft the waterale od theese 
lower Ghats. ‘The road sound down ball as af ta helps 
them on, and Uere was min he leusantage? da the 
tepid rain The chagetr of ne snery happtty 
changed, There was a distmetive tie pr ql tak 
ras hier the Deccar ack Nelan trea o Yep be 
everywhere syen “Qley wore an fhe -pyele ay 
extension of (hi INonk in, i “ 
in med : yan, whi Tadell youn s un wanes 
So, ewrderthanges of ponits for che turigs eer 
for Mr, Smix,, and. wiih a& brief ie ha eh 
travellers’ bungalow or twa, they mide thy vent 
le of thirty miles during the long. liechess 
hey wae getting ‘homewnil, whatever aw ites’ 
them; and there would he some fatuiedte the 
sine caueely. for Mas Sinfler, whe beef tachdmnt ti 
son ne d DICH, A WIsMONaT Ps orwent aliens 
bee ca er character aid, apheht Het 
The condition of (he nvers ; 
moia Heruoiiaee baa fig it me s y lag, Vewuel Wat at 
entirely diferent aia ah ‘i ae at att 
streams which take thelr ast at Nh bal at veel 
ae ai oe two himelteat anid fifty: Ak ae 
3 ; but the seme Mongoon hae sult 
them ‘The tynga wad ii ae sticlebe ny oases eddeay 
i Ha wad hitherto ubk te 5 
‘hrough ghem, with the water switlnn dea the 


by noon. 
tonga to have 
alongside, or ¢ 


& 


“ 
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axle-trees, Mr, Snuler’s trousers woukd have become 
wel enough wilhout the rim; and he pr wntly laid 
aside Ins winbrella as a vanity. 

Uo left hy family vt he Iuagalow, cieht unteg 
sho. of Naroli, wid U.cec wales trom, Us Mila, 
tho Jargest sircant they would have to cross, 

“Tt as very possthla that we camot Get across 
lo-dhy,” ho aie “s] yall ude bead lene and 
investigate. Do not stir irom hoe untiteyon get 
word from ive, If we carnol reach Narole to-night 
it is,not opr fault We have not shiimk trom 
meeting the enemies of > Lord.” 

“Do not be rash, dear Telus, av trying Che stream, 
which faay be Ucecherous ” 

“Twon't, Tdl keep an open mind as to whether 
rt ¥p safe to try it, Vorhaps, as you say, the dhewn 
was sent im waning,” £ 

Mofi, was°woin out, and took over halt an hour 
to reach the Nilgangt. Mr. Smilet paoped several 
browh-pedestiians, With thew drippiig lots gi: up 
“* Taye you passed Whe ford “ol thradabganga, 

f bey Doe "he asked on gach wag-asion, 

“eo, Salub, yes; do you not seus” they re. 
tuufec with false emality, and with hethe toyed 
e Tere in the maghbouthoott of Natoli, he was 
recognised, and not liked. More than ofiy tuned 
and scowled aftét him, ov sinuk a fist. Elo, you 
would rob us of ow Murals, would you, Meriighi ? 
Shiva will ngt make a mie tht of yop fe + 

Ad the Nilganga light was facing, Wut there it 
was, thq landsqape of him dieu, the sett at a 
tragedy, Thor stream 1,0 bromine, 0 Wits only 
natinalsaftey tice or four days of such downpaur, 
Down the river Chore was vo sich bh as Mr, Snnler 
remombered m fis drcatm. All else wages he had 
seen il twenly tinks, ‘Lhe temple of Mahaden at 
the cornes, the fakir se uednet heforg i, but within 
i, for shelter, In the thickening light the white: 
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wash and the red paint showed Jes vividly. Te 
thonglt he recagniscd the hely man, not one of the 
a altcnsive, who often but net mivadably sat 
there. 

“fs the ford yel safe do aide dliough, bla?! 
he asked Ju tidia this address not a parsennl 
peculiarity) but almost a forme of Che henge age , te 
wanted lo know He woul att naturally danve 
spolser ty stich an objeed, with white ashes pressed 
down upda lis flatten dT ocks > 

The barrage, tor all bis pamt and ashes, had more 
regular features Uru Mre Sunil. Tl was poaly a 
superior, a benevolent bage countenance , “The 
missionary renemtbered fiom he treany with a 
strangesensation, the Diag nose, Ue Oxon sstanofealin, 

“Tt is safe af your hotse he not foo tied," te hyly 
man. gang Oud sa vor at nines co omaney 

“What answer,could be mere hones” ys 
Mr Smiley, “ sepposyye anyon Caild coneetvably 
wish to mislead ny? Motias fired, and twill not 
force kimeys take the stron,’ 

At the edye of the tyndly ramiing water he Ipt 
the pony have a good rest, though without getting 
off hig buck ‘Phen the tall mon and, thet short 
steed moyed fornud in agrodmentt 

Moti walled firmly for some dt tance Aut When 
the deeper water bein dt unneived tens both, 
Tone Above those poor tramser to he aaidle dhe 
pony stood ety, shies fart aE this watgr was cobler 
than the tawe Ui ider wis xo mivisn, ant feel 
the dive, gushing beneath hun, as qe takesttis feet 
out of the saikiie and fo py te support them on 
Moti's Humble neck. ‘Lhey’ were im dhe aeeglest 
placo, if they could have heptron, Hut the next 
moment they wee apart, whined about heids 
downward, “Lhe spot on the sinfare of the river 
where there had been a blog in the misstomary’s 
dream way the gcene of his death sliuggle, n 
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The fakir seated in the enliat ce to Shiva’s shrin 
saw all without moving an eyelash or distin bing the 
1ather fine calm of bis enumteranee — Motu’s Carcase 
usefully mainmed a poor farmor’s fidld down clicam 
Mi Smuler’s body, swept oul to the shark haunted 
sea, nol many mules below, was never recovered 

The sympathy which woull have gotie forth 19 
Mrs Smiler amid Ker @rlumities was’rathar smothered 
by the circumstances of her ar est. Yamidia wae at 
once restord fo the retiied Murali Prenwibau aa 
little SaraheSmilet ced the next week , 


e 


| 
! 
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CIIAPTER It 


Sho rose befor my startled oycs--- 
Aaolemn shapo wes shy 

Like ghost out of the sc lid earth, 
Itke mr oul cf the sev 


oh 


She beckoned with her forefinger, 
Ue eye commanded me 
“ And follow me t death " sho sard, 
“Or love ag rt may bo” 
Unpublished 
® 


ir was about a month after the death of Mr Smuler, 
and thus in the mddle,of July, Dr Tulton, satem 
a long chair at the entrance to the Ritualist mission 
bungalow m Kankala, lus long legs ontstretened, 
luxuouslyareadthg a letter of severel Sheets, which 
had just come in from his mothe? Ob deny 28 

Mis? Fiifon was an admirable correspondent, 
Under different circumstances, if her life had beer 
otherwise filled, she mmght have won disuinctior hs a 
wiiter.. Yet there was nothing iftcomplete th ‘her 
hfe, nothimg to be regretted ; and things were hest 
as they were. a . 

“There are various children in ou? compound,” 
Fulton was reading “ who still miss you T suspect 
that theus ts a cupboard love, like thalof so many 
of our Christians, whom we must yel chenish just as 
they are. Your kind hoarl must de grieved, as 
I know it is, on account of dear Mrs, Smiler, Tam 
not allowed to coriespond with her, but sheds con- 
stantly in my thoughts and piaYors, I have a real 
tespect for her, and understand her better since the 
hours she spent with me a month ago. The afflic- 
ons that camo upon he® within a week scem too 
terrible, 
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“And do you know, Eddie, the si nation 19 not 
having a good effect upon Chostians or finds in” 
Tulsipur. Without reading: (he uative newspapers 
Lean tell that there ia vicious exaltation thee ugh 
out Western “nin. T feel the reverberation ol tng 
in my own wok, Tt 1s not right, at Jeast at is not 
deseable by all the standards whu hb have prevailed 
in India hitherto, that a white woman 1 mr stonary, 
should be a preoner mv native Slate fer having 
tried to reste a vicim of Shiva Yet justice must 
bedene  Tasof Uhre cssence of Batis cule inn Edt 
which pethips has hwoys kept (co much aleof from 
Christ yinising efforts 

“T dosnot know what to say or think. —T have 
contributed to the ftud which his been caised for 
Mis Smiler’s defence Yet she has mmmed, or at 
any rate she isan the wrong weoring ta the law, 
whith we ecannet eall an unjist luv My heart 
bleeds to thiikeot ker. Ucr Gvo elildrey have been * 
taken to Bombay ‘by missionaues of (he Pec ntiar 
People don’t lugh at the mine! Tsonky hope 
thatthe clilcven, net specially niece ones, aie boing 
properly eared for, The 1 tte home at Natoli, ag 
dear fo then: as diag at Trbapm is to my children, 
has heen brokan up. . 

“Tt is botne dn upon me that the methods of the 
Pecuhar Peale, cor amly any inethods of ppeutiar 
morality donot pay. Little Yanmin wis 60 sweet, 
You wouldohave been ¢rpable of sleolayg hoa yen 4 
self; I weald bo ve given hor shel er here or have 
helped to smiygde her autol Tndia Your might not 
hhaye becn rignt* aad i eatamly was not night for 
Mrs, Statler to lift hor as she did Wo are all at one, 
m our loathing of Shiva and of his evil works Yet?” 
iis necessary not only to do theriyht (hing: bit te do 
it in the right way. A c 

“By what she har dotte with tke heat purpose, 
Mrs, Smiler has let us yn, missionariesfron one ond 


p THE BRIDE oF SHIVA “47 


of India to the other. She has given occasion to the 
enemy lo blaspheme, Someone here—not the usual 
sort of visilor, as you may belicve—was askmg 
the other day: ‘ What is the very worst thing that 
you can say of a man? He meant ‘vel.’ That 
sounds 199 sharp, it is nol my way ol expressing 
myself, Bbt there is a dréadtul trath in it, 4 
b Kind, devoted Mrs Smile: *has brought 1. about 
that some.of the humblest of om native Christians 
have il in then power to ask me for news of her with 
the sneaking subacid smile which you know that 
they are quite capable of,sand which I can neither 
answer nor reprove, I believe that in their_hearts 
the wmegenerate rascals still takb a pride in the 
ditumph of Shiva as if scoms. There was some- 
thing uncanny, which I have not sxen nightly 
explained, ahout the drowning of poor Mr Smiler 
Ievery native wll have it that this wa. the diect 
relribulion.,of Shiva , Zu the vaiueal, to use an 
expression of Ins which we botIl dislike, 1 did- not. 
care few therexcellent man, I am ashamed. that it 
was so; he may have a brighicr mansion in Teaver 
than myself. Ue has died for the cause ; and died 
in such. a way as to do it ham! * " 
“T daresay that al Kanhala yout see more than 
we do here of the ugly spit which has beet? moused 
among the natives To think that Within a mile 
of you 18 oun friend, as we both esteem hcr, in bonds, 
ovil-enticated, Jin frail health, a widow and ae- 
prived both,of Yamuna and hile Saas! She 1s 
ready to sulfer whatever moze 1s necesgers, for T 
know the spirit which is ke a fire? within lyr 
Nothing can quench tha , and I admire her‘for il. 
If she survives her imprisonment’ she will be batier- 
ing again, bet T hope with bottor aimed blows, at the 
Destroyer, at the image of Moloch, as she calls it. 
“Tho hardest thing is Mat mo one can help Mrs, | 
Smiler, She saust follow hey path, to the end, I 
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can quile understand the st. “omaries at Kanhala, 
of etther sort, standing ap rt fom lar “Tey have 
{heir families o think of, the vest WE imferests of 
their work, the repule af tacin nits nn a mive 
State where ios se Ind fet Cat Gat he uns to 
keep a frotmg at ail So 1 wold by do Me ths 
compate them lo the Pharts e and the Publica, 
“Nor would I Bayt you, ch " udhe CompLomling 
ourself by yieldmp to any hasty eipesdonue 
imptilse. nf can tealy den whins to In Ip Mis 
Smiler, whil> you could eaaly but yout elf “Though 
you da, not complain, TP ain awe (hit your con . 
nection with (re Ritaie( os stodan + lau by a 
thread, hip Sruler hetsell, who was alwa 
mierested in you, would nat woh you to risk the 


pesition which i plill hold by any mypucdinions 


effort on her behalf ; 
“and vet, and yels- the word,in scuson! HE (he 


Rowneys wete etit. at Ue Kanha Regidency you 
anight ifdeed havé Deen of sone effec tial” help, 
Though you ate not now so i ttimate there you lntve 
the car of the Acting Resident. T have heard 
highky of Mr Cotsand ftom others besides you, Tn 
missnary cicles he is beltev sd to be a fiend, te our 
work, If you fisk my groriids for thinking so 
can only say (hat hes caged toa Gleigyman’s 
daughio, noW on ber way ont, An abetnd doal has 
been made of thy by sume good peaph, wht have 
even contemphicd waylayng het ju. Bombay to 
bespeak har inflacnee | " 

The tial will be over by that time, fur it takes 
place us wek = Mi. Corsand is Uhetght te have 
shown" h s good will by Iniuging the vase inte hig 
own comt, Mis Smile wil thus be tried by no 
heathen with the marks of Vistia or af Shiva on 
his brow, but by an Unghshinan of the best traditions 
I do not.sco how he ein ifiqu t hiv, since she glories 
in her fault; buat he will doubtless deal genuly with 
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her. So for you to spetk to him at all before the 
trial would be not only needless but a tampering 
with justice. You might get into the most teriible 
toile for it, and —--—- +" 

© Toaven help me who w this?) And i il your 
habit, my fmend to stalk about slent wd un- 
announced ? I belive Fo oremember thit 4 is. 
Marthabai, upoh my word 1’? : 

Lf the young doctors nerves had not been goad 
Re world bave sercamed oc jumped At the sepeht 
before him. s) “ 

i was no more than a native woman, of quite 
unusual height, clad in the white garment ih yt ayahs 
use, who stood upright before Tim sume not a 
word, She Lad lett her thiek sole? slippars behind 
a flower pol at the corner of (he few clone steps 
leading up to the verde md had approached bare- 

footed. ny nafives yyy ant fo give oye a Strut 
in this way But it was a spocraily, Fulton ae 
membered, with (he respec Gable person before him, 

Deveralled how, halfa year before, mm bis mother's 
house at ‘Tulsypa she had tained up in the same 
way as if oul of the figured carpet of Jus oom, 
with {he mystic announcement® Holuvatat, “Tya 
sayankali, That meaht that he wid invted for plat 
evening to the house af her emplpy r, ada absurd 
Curasian womin ciled*Mig Gow 2 could never 
get nitny words out of this cldely for ale ong of 
two Maratha women who bved in Mr, Gow's futily 
and wore uewn th las two mother Tb wab not 
expressly known whose son he was, ugsthore was 
hele room for doubt thie gis mother was the eder 
and feabler site, She bad long bee a ClYistian, 
under the name of Marybai, 7 ; 

» The two chossed and” looked singularly abe; 
and from cheap alliteration the second had for 
half a lifetime passed as Mauthabal,  Culi¢n had not 
spoken to hey many lunes, and kane was Jittle as 
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possible about ice Yet he prokesscl to prefer her 
to Marybai, as finding mae chaacta m her “This 
might wdl have ben withon Moth vlad Waving 
vay rich Yet she bid enough fo heep ler tram 
becoming a Chi shan whan every apprent con. 
sideation drow her that way blu remained, ta the 
scandal of many, aconsident Uindu dy ani artowly 
Evangelical housholft cf her ates son “Lify 
Gevential chiefly upcf her ec ohing her cowie food ind 
scrupulously calmg ik apart fiom the Cts, W 
this ¢neans she preserv dh the Manula caste which 
is a considerable aset, + . 

Dung most of bis hfs Da. Pilton tad tea in 
the way af sucing Mi Gows tell» cee isonall 
at Tulsipur We had wath t them pew ol 
Their oxistence was m the hintedtand of te small 
houschold ; yet they had ughits ince pein of Mig 
Gow? whont they cordially despised. Fulton wage 
often reprovdd for-laughing gt the<entuy: sitiaton 
by His nfother, wif someti nes Janplied hersett, 

Marybar must now be, he Chonght, abott sixty, 
Marthabai was years younger ind naturally moze 
vigorsus Yot her wey bin tended to white 
She® hdd the clew complexion of the Matthias at 
rts fightost, but low With nauly firraws, With her * 
height, Ku anxious stuupght fentines, het hurning 
eyeballs, and®the dast uper her feet, she piesciee 
a dignified, fot to say vouiable tyine, with a touch 
of“pathos about it. Remindii ys Vin as she did of 
us nother’s home al Solupu he was moved at 
seeing havin his own place of | dP meutao fa away. 

He jumped‘to his het, slipped his mother’s letters 
into a 3ide pocket of his jacket, and seized the old 
woman's hand, infact whych she did uot seem, to 
aprreciate 4 

* Bolavatat, hya sayanhali?” be shouted jovially, 

Sho did not respond wit’ any sup, but auewered 
Onunously ; - 
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" Holavatat, Jaldi, Jaldi |” 
“Who w it that calls me in sach fearful haste?” 
“TL will surmise you, Sab, Tt m imy gtand~ 
danghte: who summons you, Nilaba. whom they 
would make a Murali at Lingam Betty Stuart is 
the name you know hor by,” 
BETTY STUART “Ang she wouts mea” 
The shout Us time ring Turd the abode of 
desolation om 
“Thae m ned” sud Marthabu in’ apology. 
And you are her grandmother yet old dear? 
That ust exphuns the vageo boastings of the Gows 
about relationship ' Aa 
Tle seamed not at all proud® this IdVer, nor 
bashed al finding an ancestices eb hy swee heart 
in an ummnist icubly Irqwn wonru. of dumb: ptri- 
tion Tnstead, he tung an arm about hat shoulda, 
“Which was not in aadveamaaners — Ee woulkd*Eyen 
have whired har off, with hinytowr" the, tattered 
matting Cf the veranda; but Ua was ir mly vesisteds 
“Yeddie Salih ww tys would lave bis joke,” she 
said, giving him (he name by which he had grown up. 
But he was sore stirred (hm he could: hays be 
lieved = Wor he remeynbered yo Tyraway: stimmer 
time of bounding rapture, but stmply the most 
romantic evening of his life, searesty four months 
back. . Hetty Stu ut in the hittle hotel at lingua, 
so entirely charming that lie dived site helteygd 
that the angele in Teavent ae alvays &ftcen years 
of age She moat he sixteen sinew thont 
He reaalled her oracl and Hoole f Reswion, 30 
ee (to jests and lo realydangers, She was only 
half aware of them, mnecent and detormingd to be 
good, Betty's tuk way headed for the breakers 
even then 37 this must be the shipwieck. Sc (Rey 
would make a Murhli of her, a consecrated: dancing 
girl, a bride of Sinva, evel? as Namuana was.destined 
to be, The dogs! would,their ymaws never be" 
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Raja Ram Rag was a dal, dark, fit Maratha of 
abot bwenty live cl ono qiutites an op rttcular, 
Withant the abilitys aud (he ashy elu of Ing 
nest brother, (heacnewn d abt Amu Rae he wag 
not accuscd, Ihe the Mal ataja, of Terns net di ibere 
Ram Rao, though notion h, wes yet the hurd prine 
aa kingclons which reached fort the Myre table 
land to the sea Ae Wes well repnted athe thar 
olhemwise, Oe had net had time to bse the evely 
outward oR natue ot le grade Somoewha 
heavily, he showed coutoucs, chiclly im eonnec tion 
with sport, fo Che Ptopeants at Kanlhalie of -saheren 
standing, “These Cherefore pave Tine a gaol word 
with oul dye uning af letgop bint meet ther women 
folky He was ¢nderstood yot la be ip to that 
Tn fact je was well known tow allow in the aly not ol 
Epieurus ‘ 

Ren Rao “was taking tha road pf las father, the 
late Mahuaje, found murdercd in a getter for 
Iechory unpardonable even mn Tachp Lhe youngest 
son made no pretonee ot sporking Rnglish, though 

"hes iad been taught At he cared for was drink, 
whichhavas sepping hm viltls, hunting, whereby he 
retaled premiaecuce apoplexy 5 unl the scnsyality 
which was nol ofily dlowed Hit recommended by 
Ins religion 

Tf Raja Rank Kao was alield after the newest, the 
cinnamon-colenred rccuit among the Mutalis, 
somtimes digcussed ay ccGuly Chronydigits a Suite ag 
acLresses ne Tanulol other eandidites, had better, 
and probahly word, reuire. Tle was Comug, while 
Betty was coufparable to the unprotected Lady, 

58 itera no wonder Chat Or. Culton stalled: big 

“impetuous sprits and pte od listeumng intently te the 
situation as rather meohtrently expressed by 
Marthabai She stood faemp inwards, at die head 
of the verandi steps wel: he faged outwards. 
‘Thus he commanded not his rear, but anextensive 


ewTme to Usten. Jle shqwed a come 
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and pleasing prospect m front of the mission bunga- 
low Tt was not taining, but the Monsoon weather, 
grateful after the copper glare of so many imounths, 
softened all oullmes m a grey obscurity. 

Vor the only season in the year the driving clouds 
woie a peauty he bushes in tle dilapidated 
garden were sill dripping from the last shpwer. 
Close beyond the ground dyfpe@ m a blulf of itty 
deol lo the broad and turbid steam of the Krishna, 
Tulton could see, still beyond, the Nately water 
steps leading up to {anhala cily, thesfort, apd an 
undulatmg countryside.» [ere ther2 was, while 
it Jasted, an almost English greenness, with vivid 
splashes of Oriental colour besides o* 

Trom his six feet of,hicight he could overlook the 
tall native woman, Ue was broad-shouldered, with 
the uprightness of his Years, though just stooping a 

ly; rathew long 
face of regularefeatiyes, a clean cgnsplexion which 
was olive only aq a European 3 may be The han 
was ecurly above the bow he had been a good: 
looking boy, lus mather’s pride on that score, Byt: 
the feature of the figure which he made was the 
brown oyes, These, though beeoming move wert 
perforse, were nol haturally that Instead they 
were kindly, with a Lamid, appealing glunce udet the 
long Jashes even after so many of tife’s troubles, 
Ldgdt Fulton owed a good many of las fugndships 
(whichehacengver mach helped lim) to his eyes, * At 
this moment they were listenmg, wiih a smile, 
courleaysly yol impatiently, to a confuged tale; 
for ho was a youth{ul lover. , 

“Dt, Fulton, who is this native womana” * 

. The words came sharp as apisiol shot from his 
‘right reargon the castern side of the veranda which 
ran along the frent of the house, They reminded 
Fulton that ha was not master even of that dismal 
domain, [He had not found resting place yet for the 
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sole of his foot, having hy nature toa muctt of the 
dave in him, ; 

The spa ker wes the indabitable a aster there, 
Th wesacs pper, Culishaian of tarty, with a smooth 
Jong face, in yellow Camels of a chrteal cat at the 
neck ‘Thee was vo oth et sign of the priest. The 
revergnd gendenin heligve Fon at certain ght 
meditin, exactly @alttimed by fifisell,  hetween 
worldliness and nigidity He wis Follon’s master, 
nol assocmlds un the impossible pe -itiva mito whieh 
the ygung myn had fallen : 

Ostensibly, his yoke wis casy While set like 
« fling +e ina Vulton’s contmuced connection with 
the Rittatis Misseon, he gave di tle sign of this 
Ue cullivated mmecond rite puavity fiom which it 
Wage nol, often worth whik departing. is whole 
manner “was that of the tant cit ma another man’s 


housa, of tht puest desirops of yanking himself 


Jur in order that hg might pugue dis ownAput poses, 
In tins case the prapeses Were mnocent, bem 
iheessant games and iiniens in Clb soviety je ye 
nthey had emrupted dis chair, Ibs” valeo 
usually of such sweetness as to atone distrust, could 
become vinegary and vicious, as now, : 

e Tt was about(ten*in the *morning, ‘tho por 
functory daily service an the bide chapel to the west 
of the bungaloty hid been aver formuhour, ‘Tha priest 
had beon somehow delayed in inalang the su fiute 
torial inspection af the ,slubhy pirgimiees whiclt 
followed, Ut did not cflen inter tere, LL was: loa 
much tiguple, and he thought that he yas not 
nurowaningeds Bit priests who are hilite lo be 
bulhed qt scorned by b&lops hike occasionally to 
pull about then own deperdants, As they have 
tanght the world, anthority® dealy loves authority. 
“Yor do not answor me, DrveVulton. Who is 
this native woman wa omd¢you have brought upon 
my veranda ? You wore making enough poise over 
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* 
her a fow minutes ago to wake the sevan sleepers.” 

This was wodeniable. The priost had heard the 
momentary upioar from the native hnes at the back 
of .he bungalow. Ile had also heard .he name which 
Fulton shouted. 

e This,”, said Fulton, “is Maithabai, an inmate 
in the house of people whom T have known most of 
my life, 1 have'sometimcs sctn Rer in my mother’s 
house and chapel” 

It was an awkward prolegomenon — Ite could not 
quite say, ‘ This is the fine old grandnether of the 
sweetest girl T know.” Besides, the hte that he 
thought he knew of Marthaba: was vanishing, while 
her character assumed new forms * IIc war ashamed 
to mention people like 4he Gows, with whom he had 
never held. a ™ 

Marthabai, seemg that the discussion m Enghsh 
‘was about her ingnipor tant self, bent forward*and 
salaamed,srespoct{illy yet not oq fumbly, pie~ 
serving the pride,of the MaalMa She was mani. 
fest] weary, and her wlile har showed when she 
stooped, A man with decent human feclings woukt 
have felt for the poor old soul, so manifestly tying 
to do tho right thmg in a stiayge ‘house, and*not to 
make tquble among *its mmates. * No social sjan-* 
dards on the pail of Luropeans, half or wlfole, could 
have sgurpused her who had dwelt for falf a lifetime 
with the Gows in Queer Suucet. cy 

This priest (ook no sort ef notice of {ho effort" to 
propiliate-san unthinkable rudeness in adand where 
a Maharaja will kindly say “ Sulaam, dhaiysand mean 
it, toa boatman or a beggar, ‘ Even sheh,” thought 
Fulton, whose feelings wue rising, “have Been all 
my efforts during half a,year td win bare tolerance 
among these priests. ‘This is the end.” * 

“YT suppose this 1s ono of the Christians from 
Tulsipur?”’ sngrled theMrevovend gontloypan =" T 
warned vonsfrom the first that your mother’s 
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connections would do you huo. Your servant 

Dantel is iw example’ 

"Vou can ke ive oy mother wa tiny scivant alone 
This woman is nol cven a Chitstian ” 

“Tam glad of that consulaime the etiud on 
which she has come. ‘The veranda of the mission 
house is no place for het, Send her away,” iF 

"Tudeed b wilf ni, Padic, umtl To hive eon. 
cluded cerlain important alfurs wi b her.” ‘ 

"Tmportint they may be to you but to uo one 
else p and te me they seen mdceent It is not for 
such allie (hit you are heme supported npon 
Misstol, pre uses” f 

“Kickme my htely and forbidden to practise my, 
profession —thafks for nothwy Come, Marthabai, 
siwte the Pacdhe Salib sori Sous the veranda, we 
will go to my own rooms,” 

“Or Fulton, you take her therg at yout own re" 
Such a thing™hes nover happyned m thisebuugalow 
before.’ . e 

“Pah! Such a thing as waking an old wonran to 

“one's aputment? Get out, with your impure 
ideas |” 

A light seemed ty bteak upon his mind, as 

“shown si the avbked sinile atone side of hissmouth, 

"You Ge mere hkely lo get ont yourself, Dr, 

Fulton. Yot" though your words are highly im. 

; : va 
paper, I will try lo be just. His quite possible 
that you donot understand me, Now what do you 
suppose tor be my motive in turbdcdng dis wonen 
the prenangs ?” rs 

2 The mamk of ccetup missionaries, of every sort 
of cree@, about females selimg fool upon bachelor 
plemises.” * ‘ 

‘eI sce lL thought as much. Learn, young man; 
at the end of our unsouyht conneStion, that f #0 In, 
not for manins, bul dor Moderation. IT am aware 
that thero ato {hose, even within 4he Ritualist. 
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Mission, who honestly cherish the mania you men- 
tion Others, like myself, are more men af the world, 
in all things that are right. It may be that you 
really misconceived me, though I doubt it. Any- 
how, I have been candid. It is not on any such 
general grounds that I forbid this woman the 
house.” a 
“Then on wifat grounds, ih the Devils name ? 
Are you mad or am J mid?” 
“On very specific grounds You must be mad, 
to talk like this.” ® r 
Yel had he heud Residents and others of his 
betters swear, however they might seck {to muffle 
their speech from conventional respect for 4s cloth. 
He made a practice of raproving prohuuty whenever 
he could do so without damaging his social chancys. 
“For God’s sake spedk out, if any one of your 
“erfe can once be direct... : ” 
“Can yeu mean what you say ?, No, il 18 not 
ossible, Tam trying to be fair %o you, Dr, Fulton, 
ut I know what T know because I know it, I 
heard you. J heard the name which you shouted 
just now,” a 
“Tt was reckless of me; but witat if you did? ”’ 
Fulton made shift (o feply. “You could not hgar 
a more honourable name ” - 6 
Bul he was blushing like a gil Te Was ill fitted 
to be a’conspirator, a thing he did nol desire, Uhough 
uM might ho aiseful in tis quest. Almgst as little 
fitted was he 1o bo a knight-errant, a resener in the 
Tast. Be had not enough devil in Jum. The 
native Christians at Tulslpuryused to splik of hun in 
childhood as dhola It is a kindly, slightly *palo- 
getic word, meanmg singple in"a pleasant sense, 
with a liabiktty to be imposed upon, If he had mot 
been that he would*never have found himself in his 
present surioundings. Sd¥ho was haidly quahfied 
10 pity another's simplicity. The jdeal in India is 
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the opposite, the German one of craft as strength, 
Strange to say, certain miesionanes have beon 
adinited by natives for boing so Aded or deep, out. 
dong themselves in shinness, , 

* Dare you say Unat of a temple ghi? You blush 
as you speak, Dr Fulton: you cunnot free tt out, 
Forethe namo was Belly Stuart |! 

“Ts it familar'to fou?” 

"Ts at nol? The Lmasian Murali at Lingan,| 
We havo reason lo know thet you Depa an induene 
with her wen you ware al Jan jam (most mproporly, 
and without permission): list Mach = Now comes 
this aoman with a summons lo you from her. It 
is done openly, a¥ such (hings ate in the Last, And 
they represent Gll that nisvionaucs of every colour 
rast struggle against, fom ourselves to your 
fiend Mrs, Smuler, whose ‘trial is going on in the 
Residency grounds at thig moment.” ae 

Fulton gaVeea start al boing reminded of a fact 
\which was common knowledge in’ Kanha, but 
which had been pushed mto the background-ef his 
mind, Ile was also wondering how much of the 
pucet’s knowledge had been eked out, askew, by 
delibérato Iistonifig , Ue was not long in doubt 

“So I need fot fo what you calla dragon of 
proprict¥, ag I am not, to opposn tooth and nail the 
prosecution “of such an ‘intrigue upon inission 
i Betty Stuart summons you urgehlly to 
Lfngam, dqes she not? «And you propose Lo go Lo 
her, do you not? Very well, your depwlure on 
such an ayand ends of itself the assogiation batweon 
ug And this woman, who must not stand here 
anoth¢: minute, 18 tho go-holween ? " 

“She is Betty Stuart's grandmother,” sad Fulton, 
weally, 4 : 

The reverend gentleman stared hard at Marthabai, 
lookmg her up and dow rd i 

“She may bo, but not because shosays so, And, 
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if so, sho is quite capable of coming on such an 
errand, in this country.” 

“A respectable Maratha woman, who has always 
kept her caste.” 

“That 16 Betty Stuart’s Incago, exactly.” 

“Why, what do you know about it?” 

“More than you, possibly, young man, including 
things which yo would grve you® cars lo lear” 
a Tell me, for God’s sake, anytlung you cin.” 

“£1 could only be sure that you Aste in good 
falth, But you are so evidently infatuated wath a 
bride of Shiva, a Mural {0 

“She is not But go on.” , 

“You show your infatuation,? thoi gh of do not 
say that you have sinped.” a 

"You'd betler not, Padre, about the girl ] lova”" 

“There you are agin, guile uncontrolled, Lo 
spr moderately, as F always do” > * 

“ Thoress no nustakp about it, Behly Stuart is the 
girl for my money,” a : 

“% feared as much, Di. Fulton In a mission 
house, of a temple gull” fm 

“Don't take me up like that! One can 4rust 
you to give the nastiest meaning eo an thing? But 
whal were you going Lo tell me alMut her?" ‘ 

“ Tam nol sure that T ought to loll you mythiig,” 
said the priest, growmp suspicious — Yet anybody 
who Mas been in Kanhala off ind on daring fifleen 
years Inows .what 1 da Socely hero changes 
relly thoroughly avery eighlcen mouths, or so, and 
{ isn’t she offcinls who can inferm you at {he past 
of the ie ace. Lb was the youngest of thissionacies 
when Major Bertrand Stuart startled the stetion “by 
taking up openly with a Maratha dancing girl f 
can tell you, it sutlled Aés hash, socially T never gaw 
her; how should #? Ata later period the Paynes, 
of our, I mean py, missifm, inferested themselves m 
the danghtexof the marriage or connect on, whatever 
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. 
il was, Betty Stunt was baptised hy Canon Payne, 
though het mother has taken her baek to Minduism at 
ilg worst Stuart commanded the Mahuraja’s 
forces, dcing sone good werk ynder the tie of 
Senap itt or General everything hie tried to do, for 
the Slate or for lis dinghter, (cll lo papees at hig 
death, I don't know why Luu telli ig you all this. 
Yon have tol@ ine not me new so far Did not 
General Stuatt eave extensive properties Po, 
"So that'is the way the wind | lows, is it? You 
woud ferther your own ned under the name of 
honomble love? ‘Tome tle one possibility is ag 
base as the other, You shalt get no furtherance 
from nfe,ror condaet this miugae from my promises, 
TU have heard before of your unholy interest im the 
Start gaghus I trust they have owen coassumed 
by the State, or are otherwise out of the reach of 
adveatmert secking a gettleryat, Dro Fulen, 
Tam ashamed af you ‘The Hetty stuart svhom you 
re after, for one fuupose or another, m notorious 
as the white Mural of Lingam, She has longebeen 
° the favourite of the Raya Ram Raa, ena of the 
gtoserst Itbertincs in India’ 
Situt up, Padre! You have said tog much, 
ethongh 1 lid sft you aoify, It world. tiuko a 
surgical operaliqn to get into you hel any idea, of 
the innocenc€ and (he dangers of Betty Stuart, On 
the whole, Tethink that she and | are bettor without 
your good opinion!’ —¢ one 
When this Padre sueersd, as now, showme his 
large tegth saul stall further elong wing his paohosels, 
he was not a Gleasant sight. No wonder he seamed 
fo figketen poor oll Maithabai, who had een 
* stood by during thé painfyl scene whieh she could 
nol,follow in detail ' 
“Come, mothor,” said Fulton, keying a hand upon 
her shoulders. “I have cuvh to bear from yous 
and you are weary,” 
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And he pushed hor gently lowards his apartment 


on the west. ‘ 
* Lf you take her in there, you are no longer even 
a nominal associale of ours ” i 


Bul the-reverend genUleman did not set himself 
across their path 

Tt has’ boon a sad connection, like a page dn a 
copybook, bhureél and wiiltcn all amiss Tt was the 
prontent blunder of my life, and 7 have made sdveral, 

(cost the last few hundred pounds of ury mother’s 

savings Worse than thal, 1t nearly eost me, my 
solf-respee( which T am now 1ecovering, Yet 1 15 
not allogethet for you to say when this connection 
ceases I deal not with you, *Padre, bit with 
your mastas,’ : 

“YT will write to the Bishop Uns noon; ,1 rll 
telegraph to him!” > 

‘eekt mnght help yeu to do so acegu tely if you 
knew the shaacter skelel! of yourscll vhich he gave 
me at onl first meeting” J] have ¢ ften thought of 1." | 

© This Lordship,” sad the priest, tuning a brick- 
red under his healthy tan, “may have hus airy, fairy 
ways when le takes bis diversions at home, But 
on the spot he always supports authority.’ + 

“T have heud that hetore,an® seen at I am 
nol likely to be a subject of controversy arhong you 
any longer, T plano leave your pieraises, as you 
love to call them, very shorlly But J anean lo do 
so at my convenience, Not gt yours [have a right 
to another Jal year of shiver and of wages, which 1 
ain giving up. But don’t you try to he tle ne as I 
am leaving, whether to-day, or Lo-moci dW, oL next 
week |" a 

Fulion hold his head higher xs he spoke these 
words, and lookad a Truldsome fellow, He would 
wail no Jonger far the blossoming of sptrilnal 

ualities which yore nol va hip, and without which 
the clergy nrofessed thal he must not miactise 
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medicine unda their auspacs Tt had been’ ar 
impossible position fom thy fst — Le world have 
cwushed him bat for some you hid elastaty, and 
the one clear yo in which uo had browsht hin of the 
meeling wilh Betly  Jlow tur away tee clerigg 
alleady seamed (to hun, whether fe, thertop  Bisho; 
or ghe under educated missonaites al whom hig 
Lordship dclicatety fosted . 

Tt Wes time fo tun the stale page. Before follow. 
ing the new adventine which beckoned hin, Multen 
waseelad t@ Ming off a hampering and dishonoming 
connection — Yet he had piven up something. Te 
was pow withont a diana, a tide, Te was now 
one of ghe unengployed who cin never be quite 
respectable in India 

t the end of the verands he Ieft the Padre, who 
wasstillsneering, “ Heisotfto Lingam,"redectcd the 
clergyman? “But fiirt ae wil tylo sec Mr Coraand, 
T wonder what hat Witch’of Enifor hrs tomay now," 

Tullon had conducted hef ite bis blak aprat- 

“ment, which might have Teer so pleasing, conpistiny 
af a number of small rooms, Vitst he passed, 
congciously almost for the ast Ume, Uhnough the 
antereom, will Ke wide shelves of iussidn books, 

«not one of whic? pevfaitted self {o beveaud, dn the 
bedioome beycpd Jn seated himself, dnd bade 
Mat thabar s® cross-legyed on Che fleors there would 
have buen wo use in olfer ge her a ehair 

They satin the outer doorway of (hero, whore 
this openg? upon a itile enclosed side yeranda, too 
much darkened by fills work over whieh grew 
moming Mlofes and other clunbing plants Theit 
pdsitien was cpposite tie folding dears, ki pt lucked 
on the further side, whieh kd into the pricat's hed« 
room, Beyond UCullaw’s ‘Decraam was a dressings 
roam and then the inespens ible {ndian bathroom 
Bul there was nogtidunss  Kaghen walls and 
loos were crumbling, the mattings gaped, tho dust 
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a 
lay thick in corners and upon the curtains = Fulton 
had possibly 1escued his servant Dame] from one or 
two cbvieus vices, but he had not taught hun—it was 
not lus place to teach lum = -to light a candle tosweep 
by. Lverywhere was the degradation of a house in 
India without a Madam Sahib. 

The wrong place, in which he had been deservedly 
unhappy durmg a squalid hdlf-year, Tad he 
distencd to a voico im his heat which whispered 
Not here” or “The wiong turniag, the wrong 
man!” at sundry cimes, he would not have siumbled. 
into such courses. No matter, he was cutting his 
losses and coming out into a laiger almgsphere, 
where ‘ Love sometimes whispdled in the wind.” 

Some would have *thought 10% questionable 
improvement in his progpects certainly a derogacton 
from lus birthnght of race This old nitive woman 
whrtesat on the floor before him, dazed or aully 

ationt watil told to proceed, he must have been 

adly mfalualed 40 wish lo becdme her grandchild 
Yet ahe had a human t ue to unfold, Wers too was a 
gacred personality, .Somethmg was burning in hor 
heart. She had nol sinned against he> queervon- 
ventions by secking him thus, for*yothing, * * 


* 


There was so lille that Fulton ‘could do fora bis ” 


visitor. Elo could not even offer heg the {God which 
she seemed {o need, for it had been the pride of her 
life té abstun from Us in) Chustiaa company 
Maratha cola, is a swagger Ung, ang not to “be 
reasoned about, It is the sole consolation. of many 2 
dosolate,exis.once the complacency of, «nothing 
unclean ” m re 
Marthabai had nol even the ground in c}mmon 
with one which a native Chiistiail has Here, to uso 
the word which some object Lo, though it has cits 
meaning, was a he@ihen. “A good heithen, he could 
not im feclinggin contraSt tothe bad heathen wath 
whom'ho was rushing into confligt. She brought 
" 
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him an appeal from his tne love; right and not 
wrong motives bul led her to lio. 

" Mother,” sad Pulton, { yen bad bea begin 
agin te beaming Perhaps we will keep things 
clearer if T ask yor certain questions, [1 stukes me 
that I do not yet know you honougd rightful 
nam.” . 

Shanuibai Kuk day, itapp aed Wag her name by 
buth, Ucn, husband, long sinee au inhabttant of 
Tleaven, had been Balwant Garkwad. «Both faumuiog 
wore Marithas of the Kenhalt naghbouhoad 
nothing if nol respeetables hard Intten, rapacious for 
gain tqdher than skilled to pracnte Uy finatical on 
any pont of rehgton or of race Tt dtd nat miter fere 
with these preténsions that #he sisters were 80 poor 
Utfy, bal to take service, je thing raicly done by 
Maratha wamen, as ayahs In Europeu househaldg 
Thu8 was thirty forty years agg, when both vere 
young widowWs,»Marlhabai with a baby gtr) named 
Venu, bul MuyBai childless. ‘Them hesbands 
families should righQy hive supported then. bat 
Kad not the means : 

Merybar was seduced, or the other way, by a 
Chta®” Collector * oe in mighbourme’ British 
tetjulory: hence Mi. Gow. It was at .a later 
peviod,” fulton «ould vaguely make out,’ that the 
younger sistér look service ; ‘nor did she Jong need 
to continuctin I, Mr Gow's mother was endtled 
to" lifelong support at the ands pf. the incom 
parable Givil Service, Where things. were done 
with theute geperosity 2 sister we 6 easily aliyiled into 
the arrangefhont ~— Maythabat with Tite Venu, 
appuchily half a dozen yeas younger than tho 
futire Mr. Gow, look up her dwelling wherever 
Marybai with her small pension happened to be 
It was the line of Icast resistances, to which she had 
not proved superiors fn 

But the sister who had not been seduced cherished 
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a ‘consciousness of greater virlue than hor elder 
sister who had been It was a part .of the simo 
self-rospuct, which had never been broketi. down, 
which prevented he: from bacoming a Christian, 
tenet thal would have been the casier thing to do. 
au cid. justice to the relatives who had supported 
Nr, a 
“ Gow Sahib, who is my nephew, and therefore no 
Salub, has been a good son to me most, of the days 
of his life, But he never had the looks of his 
cousin, my baby Venu Ilow long ago wase this, 
do youask ? Who am J, an ald Maatha woman, to 
remember yours and months? I do not even.know 
«my own age, Shiva be prised, sfice 1t wenld bring 
bad luck,” a ‘ 
‘This, all the, was in the golden a” 84 
‘Lino tng 2,0, ee od 


Marthabat seemed only to grudge spending” her 
breath - these caglier happenings.” “She wanted 
to get to her grand«hild Betty and the prosont danger 
But Culton was determined, while he had thechance, x 
to have the family history set forth in its rightfttl 
order, Ue took in with some ape the fagt{hat 
here was a worshippey, if not @ vogary, of the same 
deity from whom she thought to save her grand-* 
daughter, a 4 

“T heard you mention Mahadeo just now Do 
you believe in him?” * A 

Tor ands went up in devotion to her forehead 
which only Jacked {he sacred punt. “ 

“ Fowyshould I not believe in the ieeniest of the 
gods, the raster of birth and of death? 1s thore 
anyone who docs not believe m him? Even the 
Salub beheves in Shiva, though: unwillingly ; and 
his bere mother, though she calls him by another 
namo!” . 

Tultoh had offen grinne’l ai guch baffling, blarney- 
ing speechos- whon addressgd to qmissionarics, — 


68 TON BRIDE OF SUIVA 


4 
tu You are trying, my food Mart] abai, to sive 
Betty Stuart fom hemp a nide of shiva ep” 
Thats why Jam silting here, having seught 
your protection ' 
“Yor you deheated Pes mother Vennhai, your 
own child to the god?” . 
“M@hat Y did; and fo wilt tel you haw it was 
Tt wag not ny faliit, as he Sahil?s hace seems to 
say, butan yet of faith, and dome tas ive Vonu’s life, 
"T never did specially want a wonotan Lo be con. 
sistent: so*tell away 
© Tasten, Salub, and tl ne af its in your heart 
to blame me, 14) La AN daw of the be mity of ny 
Venu. His a hdbit [hive pot dato, living with 
Enmope ins, or ttose who ap@ihem, Bit among our 
oat peonte no mother will spouk of ov admit the 
Deauly of Wer child, feariny envy and the evil eye, 
You have he ud them put you offmany a timeswlien 
you haye notia@d a child: * su he ds a Mickass, a 
apg, @ deformed ofte or deaf’ Yet every mother 
wishes to have lovely childien, Th her heart she is 
* proud of them; at cannot de otherwise. But at 
mee Mot be spoken of, or il will chaw down bad 
uck, 
Marthabar sighed “at recatting (lungs long past, 
Ter thorfgh twa nol unlike : ‘ 


a The Ngee t Cr happy dn heaven, « 
Cy Want envying her aid nie 


i] alt re 

My Wel was a wonder of a bitby,” she con 
Hinued. The Muah Yamnna who is pring OX 
hibited in Ur Resident, Sat ib's court to-day isn’t a 
age Sn her. Mor Vent had daiker eyes, ever thon 
tll of fire, plumper limbs aud more vigour. Udo 
net say thu she was fairer; all ont people de not 
care for an approach to (he waslted-out complexions 
of Lnropeans, begging @he Sahi’s pardon, My 
Venu used noarly to jump oul of my aring, so that T 
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feared injury to her, her oa was so high. I could 
pass nowhero Without mothers, and men Loo, turnin 
to look at her, It made base al , yet that which 
dicaded came upon me. hon Venu was perhaps 
three or four she lay acioss my knees dying of the 
fever Tam not supetstilious lke some, but the 
evil eye had undoubtedly been cast upomher? 

© Despair was in my heart, Though this was but 
a girlkchild, she was all 1 had, ler ,beauty was 
wasted, her litte legs and arms wore bones, her eyes 
well nigh quenched. ‘Let her live,* thought I, 
‘even though nol to mé@, and at the cost of our 
parting.’ < ee 

© () Shiva,’ T cred, ‘ strong Rudra the Destroyer, 
hear my vow ‘Thus clAld would haVe been precious 
unio me to keep Instegd, take he* from meg but4et 
her live! Accept m Venu for one of iy countless 
blested brides, HM she sacovers, behold i wil place 
her afier’some years among the Muvalis at Lingam’ 

“Mahadeo head me,” and her head 1everentlys 
drogped, “In the night Venu’s fever departed fiom | 
her, and she has never been subject to hive-lap sinte 
then, Within a few weeks she was plumper* and 
more handsome than pefore. But*] oka upon her 
now with changed eyes, She did nol belong tome 
but to the God, Tl may be thatel was*wiong in 
making the vow which saved her lite. I do not 
juslify myself if the Sahib wishes to blame 

" yooa aos a i; 

“Not. fb” cued fulton, moved by the humility 
of her alditude, Then Betly Stuart's nyther was a 
full-blown Murali from the beginning’? I jos nol 


o 


She was dedicated as you hive Teard A ey 
fow years later, al the earliest possible aga, I teok 
her to Lingam an@lefl her there She scemed to bo 
born (6 the yRofession,” in Which she ‘tee rered 
exceedingly. Suva of the six army, with the trident 
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and the aword protected her and: pave her favour 
with his worshippers 7 

Tt was the profes ten of wildangcmen © senses and 
pockets, the oldest on euth Ti we hide chmk 
then thal Venubat could hive (hi ven oy tiny other, 
The mother shook ber leat as she prondly recalled 
her Ghild's unholy, Giumph+, “The point was that 
these were nol untioly, ft Wan the lige of the 
orginal vow and im the antoest) of religion, Cor 
the Miah morahty wae puccoely revered, ag 
Maetflabar dfirkly jr ped. 

“Sach are the ways of eu people. Whit was 
vittue’ forme wos acl virtue for Venn aller f dedi« 
caled bers ET have Deen ao see of kecping my 
aby, repute, as ny sister TMH not But Venu’ 
absit oofisisted in doing: ust Ukose things which would 
have, been most wicked for marticd women, She 
was mated {0 the Ged, al hereduly coysisted im 
pleasing his wotshippeis, Awd sho did this with 
‘such a swing and success 1” - 

, At every portod, for those who give thonglit to 
sfch, things, there is some predominant dancing gui 
in every portion of India ‘Twenty years before, ag 

Fulton hak gather ds fiom other searecs, Venubat 
hade been at the top of ha profession in Kanhala 
Stato and cven fer amed rate distance round vbout, 
All (lus was al anincrehbly euly age. Shu was by 
no,ineans tld to Lingam, but hello wade Ling 
commission e« Piropeans vie pitontse’ lit sisters 
oftan do nef, dreain Chat (bese owe atleydance ta. some 
such tenyde, go which then cui lugely po. 

But hepa ple wandered, wheetever she did, 
Venubat kept het gaste and served only the wor. 
shippers of Shiva until she wet Hortiind Stimrt, the 
Seifip rte Salih, comiuendings tha Maunwaya’s tam 
shackle forecs, Tle was a deielivt of a good, Scotch 
family, atleast he mage hitnself so bf what followed, 
To some degree he swep! Venubat off her feet, as she 
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* . 
him. Yor his sake she gave up her profession, her 
caste, her icligion, This was what hor mother at 
the time could not forgive in her. The immoraltties 
were sanctioned, consecrated. But the abandon- 
ment of her public hfe must craw upon her the anger 
of the God, as it was a going back upon her mother’s 
vow To give up rehgion and her good Magatha 
caste could only have been acts of judicial madness. 

ao The people of India, while they will tolerate 
casual connections of Luropeans with thar women- 
folks, never care to have such Unings done too sarious- 
ly or openly. Europeans may be said to feel 
reciprocally. So the Stuarls exposed themselves to 
the fire from both camps, PuShe opment sternly 
condemned them whes Venubar became a Christian 
of some weird sort, mgiiued her husband sg legally 
as to be entitled to the pension of a Nesey widow, 
andmact ually seule down and made* him asgood 
wife inKanhala dymigg a dozen yeas, Such was the 
setting of Betty Stuart's childhocd, It was a 
happy one, well instructed by her father and by 
Miss Walpole, the governess of the little Ranisg * 
That the Murali Venubai had 1t in her to play this 
art speaks for the versatility of Indian womanhood, 
Buch things have offen happdned? but are apt Lo be, 
followed by a reaction mote or lesg violeal.” Fulton 
had head, from Belly and from othef%, of this home 
life, of which he wished to know much more, But 
it wassnol Marthabai whp could infotm him. * 

* And you eaeme quarrelled with yopr daughter, 
old donay, for the best action of her Ifa 7,” 

“YT did, Salih, if was my fale, Godt forgive me if 
T was wrong ” ~» ? 

“ T suppose il was your self-will,” 

1 was obstinate, trily. I could not bear tg see 
my vow thwarted. Besides I was frightened to the 
ahs of mg bones, fraid of the vengeance of 

hiva,” ‘ 
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“Sa, ag one result, T gather Cha dung: meh of 
your life you have beat nour ta at put ol AOI while 
TenkummMg as poor as a chu ch wiense 

“Thihe salib means (had shal dca poo woman, 
as T have hved, itis te? she ead, dissing: him with 
her large bright eyes She ccemed te take a forloin 
pride,in the fact which had ¢¢ mst it uate (her npright. 
1OSs, 
at Gohaal Slut Subib,’ she continncd, “ was a, 
good man, Though Tonever set eves on him Tg 
often sent we messages to come snd hve in hig 
household, where Taaydhit eve b en comfort ton 
daughicr, whae aneatramouth would not be anindled 
and where my Caste would be respected Sahib, 
why did nol go? Lwas angay, foc ling that it was a 
come-dqwn for my dau, tar to many a Euopean, 
no matter of what grade. ‘Te Senapate Sahib wag 
niche Te had mon y it pots os yopt nay, and das 
in banks, jagluts and inaom hom the kanydomd whic 
he served. All (his (a3 now gone to Betty, though 
her motler has control cf at, and the prcsts seels to 

escpme it, Itas not about that that T bave come to 
on,’ t 

“ Nos] know it as not,” 
+ Bortiand Stum? hadi had aah spell of mariied 
happiness,*longe, than very many Inve, ATter dhe 
storms of his Sarier eateer he lived far something 
over a dozeie years in great contentrient witht the 
danting girl reformed. Giuapars whagl Bey had 
given lum showed Fution that hes must have been 
in many respects a wholesome home, of good, formas 
tive inflntnds® But tap,ieally toa short a time tt 
seefned to have lasted when Strick suctdendy dies 
Lin, res st aie die trortalibus itla est 

It cannot be tco often ue pedtd that, however well 
such an ‘rangement raay suit the swo, itis not apt 
to suit the third partys theeli d. Baan Houghton 
Hodgson, tlic great euly Resident in Nepal, shipped 


i 
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his Turasian children off to a sister in Holland, where 
they died, Bertrand Start, had he lived longer, 
would perhaps have made some such plan for BetLy ; 
or perhaps he was too much in Jove with he: mother 
ever Lo have done so 

Veuttbai, or Mrs. Stuart as she had evury right 
to be called, had played two parts with emiment 
success. In her "toons she had he’n what a Trench 
writer complains there is no equivalent form Enghsh 
hfe or specch, une grande courtisane. Later sho 
had been a chermshed wife and tender mether. But, 
when the cable which hekl her to these moorings 
snapped, she swung around, not allogether m- 
incaleulably. In the carly thirties she became a 
devotee, a zealot, only anxious to reconcile herself 
with the God whom she had cheated of hor leat 
years, Uindu tfc ts in theory divided into Such 
Seclior with differing, duues, culminating? 1n 
religion, ~Vennbai shywed once more how the 
devotee 1g more iphuman, mor? difficult and un- 
ieasowable, than the voluptuary, 

With independint and even large me ms she tools 
up her dwdlng im a little bungalow on the sa¢red 
soil of Tingam ~ She had to buy permission to loko, 
since the priests had Yong ago scented their prey, 
With great expense and trouble, with chiitlish and 
degrading ceremomes, she got herseli’ and Betty 
admitiéd into the outer precincts ofa Tindusm, 
Tt was asort of,Comt ol the Gentiles only, Furthtr 
than this Yenuhai coukl not readily ga Things 
were inage specially had for her hecayep of hor 
wealth. Shwe could not recover her Is$t"cnste ang 
secure any Giste al all for Betty, she cowtd not 
complete the saving of her soul, Sithoutl effectually 
bringing over Betty and her fortune to the God» 

Al Lingam, Bett} Stuart had lived for some four 
years, from twelye lo sixtcn, blossoming into such 
charm as could make Iulton forgg, her ougm and 
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her surroundings ‘the priests hid been content 
to go slowly, with a woaller eye upon the huy, and 
fecling ane of (on prey hit new, in that climate, 
the mitialory Giemoates of the nathikigs co Shiva 
canld no longer be dulayed ity, atl her age, 
would have to de lieate herself, hor mother could not 
dort for her. Bu} Venubar coule ad must bing her 
to the pomt. . 

It was a, notorious wf pif atnation — Official, 
whose business il was lo knowiinsisted, as Mullen wag 
awate, thatit wis beyond then competence o inter. 
fero As Jong as formalities were observ the 
sterifies must progecd to its Conclusion as mithlossly 
as Uhat if Aulis. 

Marthabai, fiom a grewedist nce, had followed 
sothe of these happens, He heut moved her 
to look again after nearly a score of yews pon her 
datfghter’s face, and to see forethe fist uae her 
daughter’s clulel, She wont by lain font Bombay 
to Kanhala, theneé in a bullock “art the sixty odd 
nules to Tangam. = She came without prepossessions, 
vith an open mmd = She abode in her daughter's 
hovfse where il was she who had to giturd her 
Maratha caste, «As the result of what she saw and 
heard she had walked back the distanre from 
tangas th fgur days, bringing tho message to Betty's 
over. 

“Come, Sahib,” said Marthabai impicssively, 
although fom the floor “Do wheat ayo cin to 
rescue and marry my daughter, ‘There ig no time 
to ho lott, She cals you gales, jalds, hodug in an 
extremity, and remembering how you told her to 
send {8r you at such a tune, Therefore it is nol 
immodest of her, ho Una makes her Swayamvara, 
her choice of 1 husband, like Danwyantl.” 

“God forbid 1” said Pulton. “ £ only wish I were 
a stronger champion? Af present Bam an auxiliary 
in the air, having lost even the service I had.” 


’ 
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“So be at, Sahib. 1 know that you are nol a 
Collector or a Resident Sahih, Nevertheless, to 
whom tlse can we go?” 

“Ta none wha loveg her sa irnly asl do. She ia 
very beautiful, is she not, mother ?”’ : 

“She is so of a truth Yet do FE not find her to 
equal my Venn, at the «une age. She is much 
fairer than her mother, bets, less brown than any 
of our people, yet nol while like yours.’ 

“Tromember Cinnamon 1 call that,” and the 
old woman gravely assented, iy . 

“And the Cinnamon Girls the girl for my money!” 
sang ow. Tulton, who was bursing and pabblag 
with his first poem, a 

“You may well wk?me,” Marthabat spoke out 
with duiberation, “ why, haviag made one Myhi, 
{ now help to prevent the making of another, It 
may eahat TL have livedatoo loug among ue Chus- 
tians, and am no longer a good, MTindu. None the 
1e95 I have tried or both occasion§ to do what seemed 
the right thmg todo — The characters of the mother 
and of the daughter are not the same, Venu rughcd 
upon her fate joylully, sho was of those who, make 

aralis of themselves, I did not Sprco her will I 
would mvt have done that---and yet T know nol-in 
order to keep the vow! But Ventas fgreing Betty, 
who weeps all day and cannot bear the idea of being 
Shiva’s bride, Tn Uns case there ts n@ vow which 
must -be keplrat all costa, There is gnly Venu’s 
self-will, .her spiitual ambition, her determination 
to gal baek her caste T like not womens toobe such 
zedlots for any filth,” ‘ 4 

“ Shabash | mother, 1 knew ngt you were such a 
reasoner, You are a good old sort, even if a little 
muddled ; and Up infinitely obliged to you.” + 

“Then there are the Brilmins who press upon 
Venu, who anngy and fright? lice and lewl her by 
the nose. Jike many of oug Maradha folk, I do not 
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love the Brahmins, ‘They mey Te necessary an the 
temple cereuomes bul det thom: keep gut of ow 
families ‘Thor is one Tak Punt im particule: who 
makes ny flesh Gee path the cod plittar of tis are 
eyes, Agcy cycd Inchan ims trie tional asa 
blue-eyed bafao, He Panta, skilled i dl the 
wisdom of the Yopuss de can sett in the an and 
remain for a gar (while mda welar. He controls 
my danghier and my prancda yhter more than is 
respectable, [know alas net fot list, but for the 
money ‘LBe other thing as at pphed by the Raja 
Ram Rao Whe am f to talk against princes? 
Yot bwish not (his one to tave the citoing of Rotty 
Stuart T Pave fold yeu how che weeding cere. 
mony 18 all planned, and the Rape is te personate 
thé Gad when the poor cyl has been put to bed 
m te temple, Tea not tor such things though 
they make a part of my iehgion, do when the poor 
Tamb said to me, S Ayabanlgshe 6 tid enna! 

+ Interesting as wah the theme, Felton hil heen for 
some minutes more concuned with che door thaé led 
mo the next bedtoom tt .cemed to prove hig 
ideds about the slyncss of prests Tc fad long 
mofo than suspeeted this one of spying and listening 
there, AC this moment he felt conviction, Surely 
there wad thy cys of the reverend pention anon the 
further side of the large chick Fulton fale certain 
that the forehcad mist be pressed yptinst (he woods 
wirk nbove, ' Py 

“Go onamother,” he oud, Unelistening 

So he was but he wis also eyersers st ye of the 
size of his fist which served fo keep apen dhe veranda 
door by whieh he was silting, It was a evade 
contrivance, stuted‘to the dwelling, Pulton stooped 
imperce pully to the oor unti he had the stone in 
his hand which was hidden fonf observation Ue 
never had so much pleastre in talgays furtive aim, 
Then he let fly. 
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There was a thunderous crash upon the rickely 
woodwork, which hears an unexplained indentation 
to this day. More than the door seemed to 
speak, for a groan and a strangled oath wore also 


heard, 


CHAPTER IV 


Thu folow di wel ved om pootey, 
And hath ela ty and pet oc ive Sparlt 
idea tu, 


* 
Wuen Muthabai had been usted ont of the house, 
as secmed advisable under the circmmslances, with 
her shoes duly ceeetod from the flower pot by the 
front veranda, and a bank aote or two forced upon 
her ta help her on her way back to Bombay, Dr, 
Fulton summoned Damel. 

“Plus was lis reformer servant, of whom come yest 
was made inythe station. ,Nothing coum” make 
Daniel Abduiahiman really sagt, But he had a 
momentary semblance of smuutness ay he game 
~ gunning at the call; he was tt to stumble whon he 
rant fe knew that things were Tsering, and 
cutlosily gave life to the fade Leyes, with their smile 
of pathetic falkiey, and dhe simken cheeks. Ile 
was pales in his raiment of white, with red facings, 
and the snetinet 16d tniban upon his shaven head, 
in which ha took a pride. 

Did Sahib eal?” eee: 

“So it scans, silica you are out of breath, The 
hour of destiny has struck, Damel. Theory is much 
tg do and tof tell.” 

“T an ready to hear, Sali.” 

“Trost, you, and yout comirymen, for that] 
Will you he as ready to ack?” 

A cloud fell over Daniel's beaming face at this 
Aspersion, ron Py 

“Try me and, see, ae 1 have ever awaited 
e 4 
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a cliance to make you not sorry for your benefactions 
to me,” % rans 

“T havo lost my dhanda, Daniel Ihave pe up 
this xowkari, such ag it was, and ng longer have tho 
shelter even of this roof.” * 

Te glanced comically, ruefully, at the rafleis of the 
bedroom and the little veranda, which need not have 
been unhomely Ifad they been les$ grimy and cob- 
webbed  Diuel’s face giew a shade more gléomy, 
for he was now in the service of the unemployed. 

“Never mind, Salub,” he said bravely. “athe 
Sahib is a good Doctor Sahrb, and will nct fail to find 
other service ” 4 

“Tam not 90 sure of that, Daniel. Tworor three 
slips, at Lhe ctilical turn'ngs of our youth, may leave 
aman high and diy for the rest of his days "4 3» 

“May our new service at least be with better 
men than these , Who , were their mothers,? in 
Vilayat? They are ng Salubs, though their faces 
be white "' 5 p . 

He. was inspecting with interest the stone, out-of 

lace upon the mating, and the battered deors 
ravely he picked up the stone and put it wherd it 
belongec ar kee 

“ Might I have hadthe fimging of it!” Danjel 
declared." Yet the Sahib’s arm ig the Stronger. 
By the way,” with an air of detachthent, ‘the 
Padie Sahib is lymy npon his bed at Lhis hour, and I 
declare I,heay him groan,” » ” 

“Should you hew him later complainmg of 
conlustong, you know whore the arnica, ywalor is. 
Tt would "he a satisfaction to be of so’ thuch pro- 
fessional use in Kanhala”’ ures 

Daniel gave u wan sinjle, as of one who under- 
stands things, a 

ee Suppose we Shall be returning to Tulsipur, 
Sahib?’ ry 6 4 

"Not this time, Daniel, or notzyel. We have 
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come bae¢ upon aur Mad un Salab’s ads tae efter 
as tt is" 

“Phatis duc, Saheb 

We had private icasoits for not wishine io lonve 
Kanhala State as yet. 

‘Ltas in another dncetion that duty calls and 
adventure beckons.” 

“Where the Salih plewes 

“Ante the purged af the auth east, kind 
Dayabai's neighbourhood, but not Guiming aside 
to th’ - 

‘Tf the Salil would doit allow me to vistt Dale 
wach |” 

“Not so, for Minay bavetaced of you. L let you 
stay there once bufere, ‘urd ancomumonly good “use 
gon made of your iummgs You shall Intive tine 
yet?lo complete your Comtehp,  T declare, you will 
not longer need service, with a vieh wift ay well ag 
pretty = Whad docs teputaher matter, since, as yout 

» say, you ae not purtieulat thout that? Pol cakes 
and wheat bread assured for the rest of your days are 
“ emore to the point” 

“ They are indeed, Salub, for onc whose gtomach 
hés Often cried Outfor Uren,’ ; 

As he spoke he smoother? cut the folds of cloth 
above Iits ee nob as yol espinsive, "A nonde- 
sept like Daniel thoroughly cujoyed such halting, 
which world live been intolerable, and cabily the 
Cause of murder, to a rightful Cuidp, wid still more 
a. Moslem,” : 

“Dayabal tv ehonming gil, nad so ihe baby, 
Ruby, “Jul it is not to go coming Chem that Tim 
carrylig you off, Your job can wail, but imine 
can't.” 

a The Salyb has not Jet told has poor servant 
where we are going " 4 

. Exactly. I déstruet that aveakly -gabbling 

tongue of yours.” Daniel's face, lately beaming, ’ 


TIE BRIDE OF SIVA ar 


aguin grow sober, “ Yet perhaps my destination is 
already being discussed throughout the compound, 
wherever men squat on their heels over their little 
fires of twigs or cow dung, awaiting dinner, You 
aro a funny race of beings, and I wonder that I still 
like you, I must tell, since a dak will have to be 
laid = ‘You must look spry about it” 

“TL will be casier to be spry when I know in whieh 
direction the horses must be sent Sahrb,”’ 

“True, Damel, uf not specially polite - Lmgam is 
the place” 

A great glad smile overspread Uhe worn featitres, 
hike sunlight upon a watery cloud, Perhaps Daniol 
iejoiced at the confirmation of what he, already 
thought Ie was Bolg, anyhow, in the general 
dnechion of Dayabai Me could nat resist a wonder- 
full joke, . he 

Ts the Doctor Sulub, by cL iwee, going to set, up 
practice among th¢ Muralis of Lingym ? ” 

Fulton Janghed alowl, knowme thel il was wrong 
to indulge [us seivant thus fe wan one of the ‘ 
penditics of having grown up with Daniel at Tulsipur, 
that they could not cease to be familiar [oweyer; 
Daniel’s manners weie vastly improved of late 
months JT no longer dared, for lis life, Lo addregs 
his master in the prayer-meeling tone; end otter 
things were lolerible. a4 

is Phd nol thought of it, Daniel; but T might 
do worse, UWowever, it would take a Hindu, and 
a giadnite of the Grant MMdieal Colkgc to make a 
success of it, T don’t doubt there aré such in 
Lingam, 

Fulton’s profession had no very greal hold upon 
him. Tt had hardly, as yet, tinged his character, 
Their profession is 9 part of the character of those 
likely to excel init) It is thought to be dishonest 
if a clergyman has not begn largely formed by his 
calling, But Jtiton was” soveral ‘things quite as 

r a \ 
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much asa doctor. At (his moment he was mort of 
all the ardont youthful lover 

To think Unit al my 1 fe) have wanted to visu 
Lingam,” Dane biambled on in crete, “yet world 
nol go when Fanight stay on at Thuwach Yet now 
1 the journey welcone ” 

Tt was to Tim, as lo any nitive a considerable 
lark Lingaum wes va famous tc aty of ple isure ag 
Corinth, and far very ici fhe sane reasons: yet 
not all ware bern to get there, 9 

“ Tasten pew to orders,” said Pullen Past of 
all fwant 1 tenga from {le biz at once to take me 
to the cunp Yes, my fltcnd: stace Uo rinst explain 
things tp you, E would bke to sce the ond of Smiler 
Madam Salub’y thal | Dany yeu wash you could go 

ith me? But you lave other thangs to doy nor 
Would I care for Che clfect af it upon your mind, 
Le, me feo you rem out now, without any sor of 
remuk, to send Maruti to the bevu for that tonga, 
galde No, I Mo pot wish tay own dog cart and 
Shaitan, who will bave enougl vo do dater on” 

“Maruti has gone for (he tonga, Saab,” Daniel 
war able to report a fow minutes later 

¢ Vhal is right Whi, Tart gone yorewill get 
this rnbbish together, ready to move it short notice, 
Bt thodmportant thing is to have the dak aid to 
Lingam, sixty odd milis. Lost noe tine in arranging 
with Tramyi Parsi, “lwo of his best horses mast be 
sant out alonce along the Lingam red, one of them 
to tho thirty-milo stage, where the country tiack 
begins, atid the other fifte namics tether, lorses, 
nol ponte eemomber, and suited to thesheight of 
the dogecat, Yes, 0 know how bad the second 
half of the road ig and how mush Framji will make 
of it, Tt the wheels of ayy curt can stand (he nud 
Tthink his horses’ legs ean, Don't Jet yourself be 
imposed upon. When } felon fram the cump you 
must have a pukka bandobast & report to me 
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n't stand there shifting from foot to foot, but say 
that you understand, and be olf.” 

 Tunderstand, Sahib. When is our departine ? ” 

“Vou wid To and Maruti wall leave, with no 
luggage lo va of, at any tine which suits me 
after midnight ‘The horses must be awaiting me 
along the second half of the 1oad to-morrow, 
suMficrently rslhd ” - 

Dantel had leancd, since his refrmatfon, to 
attend when orders wore bemg given, and not to 
disetss them, al leas until ufterwards.* Tle felt the 
exceutive pride of a head servant, even among two 
ov three Tl ts found best m Indta to handle the 
others through one, who is held solely r@ponsible 
There as a speci foe of the verb in Indian lan- 
guages called the cunsyive, which cap esses avhilas 
largely the duly of the white man, to bing fuings 
about while sittiyg in Iny chur Vor Fulton t go 
needlessly on such eyands would kave shown the 
same sort of smalf-miudedness that a home English- 
may shows by meddling with the details of house- 
keeping, Me would. hive been move impatient ef 
them than ever al this moment, when Betty°was 
calling, callmg | Pr ny 

So Syantel shamblef off ta the duties for which 
he was ‘fitted, enjoying the asseyling Of himself 
which was whitatiod Marut: was an unenlightened 
Maratha, an insignificant fellow, with nothing to be 

roud gf save is caste, who li ed receiving or dirs 
rom such a nondesaipt Never muid, his fate 
drove. hi to ie Maruti: seomed both Tis, master 
and the head servant: he would not bo beyond his 
conscience in obeying then a 

Dr Fulton had been obliged* to set up Maruti 
when Jus, friend General Rowney, whom he bad 
helped to die (lic® could uo moie) some months 
before had bequeathed him thedog cart and Shaitan, 
the most modest of several equipgges which would 
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havo to be disposed of. The cart was presnmpfn- 
ously high for a missiomuy the hore fiaprope rly 
voracious and bkuk and Sittin, a not young, 
Nouble would have ben ase abort Fulten 
keeping them had not hs Pade heer pesncsed of a 
somewhal sinnhu outhl kos sunt which lad been 
given him yews defare hy a veC ny Cavilian ; only 
missiopaues scam to he in the way of such benefice. 
tions ~ So the two immates of the Rituilist miston, 
bungalow, wilh theit inetoasmg imutaal repulsion, 
had for fom* months been able to dive quite separ« 
alely to thei busingss, which consisted of httle more 
than atteondaner at the Chis and at station dimers, 

Bul tt was out af the question for Vulton to keep 

the two Residcney moen'als avho rightly went with 
Shailan, one lo sit behmd ja livary and the other, 
of lesser pretensions, merely to cuirycamb and feed 
the “gieat beast. Wilh tis megne of a medical 
missionary on prob ition Faltqa had to scek one who 
could combine the *two functions. Mouti was the 
result * 
* How the scrubby Maratha aesented having the 
horsog gram measured out to lim by Daniel, who 
watched Wl up Way ertcn dd Patton would have 
doxe the watching himself hadi he not felt practically 
assured Of qaviel’s honesty m a minor matter, 
wherein he was himself watched, ‘This is die one 
small piece of work which Europeans will themselves 
dé in India— (his and, where there arg, young, childien 
in the hotise, the pewonal watching. wlale the 
beffilo. the yare cow, the goat, or it may hg the ass, 
ig milked. 

Marit: was plevsed to receive ma ching orders for 
Lingam, with cxtra ratigns. Yet as tha menial 
ofa master himself out of service be had food for 
serious thonght So much he,* like every person 
within the compound, already dew, that the 
Doctor Salub had lost even the income he had, 
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iulton knew that they must know so much. Tow 
much more they knew he did not cuiously enquire, 
Natives ae pretty apt lo know anything of which 
you make a secret ith rare self-restraint he had 
never spoken Lo Daniel of lus adventure with Betty 
Stuart at Jangam, in March With as rare dis. 
cretion Daniel had not, now orscalioer, made an 
enquities of his master on the subject Fulton felt 
“thal Daniel would certainly have cngurcd had he 
nol known Yet wlule al Lingam he had Deon as if 
ma vacuum, ma wizud’s glohe, cul off from his 
usual world : 

Did Daniel even know that there was an essence 
of all perfec tions called Betty Stuart? highly 
likely, since so muchWas a matter of pubhe know- 
ledge m Kanhala, where there was much tnferést 
in her gtuuation as a dcsuncd biade of Shiva » But 
of any connecti¢n 2? of Lhe mornn.’s message ? 
Agaun: lughly hkely? Marthalai’s® visil had not 
passed in silinee* Could there bave remained any~ 
dotfbt, the marching orders for Kanhala probably 
settled it : 4 

No, Fulton could not count uppn any advanjage 
there might have bean in leaving*mkknown to try 
to help. his swectheart, You simply q@annot* do 
things in secrecy in (India, and i? isamuch better 
not Lotry lo. “Lluis lover still ching to the advantage 
of aniving suddenly at Lingam. “ They'll have 
swift steeds ‘hat ‘follow "No telegraph line 
strotched, mito the qungle in that dircetiond, while tho 
posts wre rudimentuy. Yet in fav there is 
telepathy in the air, particularly where religious or 
sensual interests are coneciuedy 

The tonga from the town had meanwhile driven 
raltling up. In if ulfon proceeded through the 
comer of Raniisla city, the threading of which made 
the undesi: able Teature in the cation of the mosion 
bungalow. There were nos side-walks, the’ people 


86 THE BRIDE OF ST IVA 


wore apt ta he trebulant an bie atful of the pass age 
ofa woop an Today they wete meh oiete than 
usually exerted, and wall tie mahtart jay 
Baht’ they semen shorted in honors of the 
wife of then precommuant god; and at atten times 
© Jai Mahadeo 1” . 

‘Tilton know what af meant ‘Hhoae Marathag 
were oxcltmg themoclyaes ever the tal, and the 
imminent céendermmation, of Alb. Sualer, who had 
run amuck pgomet ten favertite deity. Fulton 
was af hltle slow in voting Chat they ccomed to be 
agonally shouting at hing, ayounst hun, with defiance 

i thelr tqnes, ‘ 

Good heavens | J dhdn’tytoal ditth: Virmtnad 

Then a gui spread over his Candid foatares ae he 

fied." But (’'m going hotféat to steal, fF can, my 

‘g god bewdafel Retly front the same Gov a ing 

od, Common enemies aie Comment fiicuds, 

fler all fm ff thy same cap with Mis, Siniles, 

od bless hal fodida‘t know gow niuel of a 

lissionary L was until to-day when J ecu to" be 

Uleal one," 

And-he repeatey, in westfal suljustiticution + 

t 


‘ 
« Denn Toh sefber fan oof he 
: Aittery vm dem helyon Geist 


Leaving behind him die exultant populwe he 
‘ave Uhroufii more than a wile of the OUP or 
mtonment of Kanhala, "il the tofaga’ agent ap. 
vouched (Po banks of the Kristina citidug the 
ide groviiele of the Revidency As often during 
re Monyoor, a gentle cain was fall ye which was nae 
rough to hur anyone, aud mm which ever the natives 
(hor flinsy g uu ents moved about Ireely, 

The longa drew up oulsule a py oderate Buildin 
the carne of the qompound, Fl cynsiste 
riefly of one large room. “No str of bustle denoted 
ait was hore the important tial was gomg on. 


TIME BRIDE OP SUIVA 87 


{i was within half an hour of two o’clock, the hour 
of the Adglo-Indian tiffin, It was therefore be- 
fitung that things should be gettmg wound up, as 
was Lhe case, 

‘The court room, which could have seated two 
hundred, contamed perbaps fifty peisons. The 
people of Kanhala, although so eagerly mtorested in 
(he tual, rather disdamed attendmg if upon atten 
premises, and conducted by a foreigner® ~ Some of 
them tolled in and oul, all very gue dy on (hor 
bate feet, but had not as a rule the pttionce to sit 
long watching the hushed proceedings. A glance 
was often enough for them, since they fels assmed 
of the result. “An ogegsional respectable woman, 
quie unveiled, was among them; as Marhaba 
had evidently looked ih cuher m= the day when 
Yamuna now soundly asleep, was on exhibition 

There was no sort of fuade of dock or bench, 
In a corner of the room, on they plainest of chaurs, 
at asmall deal table, sat the Aclng Resident, John 
Corsand, £CS, Ife vas a broad-shouldered young 
man, well groomed yet looking ured, 1a trosh dey 
suit, never made m India fle was turning over 
papers, saying things ahuost inh whisper to a nalive 
clerk at his how “ . 

Oppostls to Mr, Cotsand, at a litMe distance, 
in an casy chair, which he had ordered lg be fetched 
for her fom the lungulow, sit Mis, Smuler, badly 
drussed," collapsed, pluner than ever, logking very 
Ml On wien. behind, leaning over te speak Lo he., 
was her Yuropean bauster, fetched {yn Bombay 
against her will, at gicat cost, by missionasy sub- 
scriptions. She wished to conduel her own defence, 
prompted by Lhe Lord ; Dul it seemed safor to somo 
who loved her to lave Mr. Lowden. 

He showed a lividl apoplactie face, crimson running 
into pmple, set off by snow-white moustaches, 
Te had done his best for his*client? Lowden had a 
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reat sepniation, was omtking money tind over 
hand, and at the sume time kalbuge damsel by he wy 
work anc drinking in te climate ot Bombay, for 
the bencht of an extavegant ftuly i eayghind, 
Tt was to be notd that for al dis reputation (or 
becaus. of i) there was ne unily domnd im the 
station lo pul lineup, aud he had to live as he could 
at the Gayle’ Dunyjralow, whick was just they, 
crowded with Earastan reporters 

These, with some reporters for he mative picgs, 
covered several benelies , for na tial for many yes 
had qrouscd sich wele spread interest im Western 
Tndia asethis of Mas Smnder ‘The representatives 
of the press ware quietly scgibbling: on their knees, 
Everything was done with {MIpress ve and insistent 
quietness. 

The last wod had been spokun fer the defence 
when Vullon gnteved thé rom! und took an ims 
consprouons seit «There seemed to be the ex. 
aggeration of stmphaty about the proce dings, 
witch seemed ak tines te stand quite still, “Bat 
arownd Mr, Cotsind, whe hardly meved and who 
spokc 50 low, (here was the dnmistikable atmosphere 
of power the fale without puide, based upon 
essénital tduings, geoking fasuce if nal always reaching 
it, which is Ale adeat it Vesusdish rvvle an Gadiy 

“Mea Styiler,’ said the judge of the Kesideney 
Coart, who fad no sort of assessor or equal wath hia, 
This time re spoke up ronndly aad? ehduly, Mera, 
Smiler made a betaine Cfort to 4it wp ift-dier chair 
at attefitinar’ . 

““ Mir Smier, by saymy ay you have just now 
said, that you world repeat the act of kidnappin 
with which yeu are charged, you have put it aut o 
my power not to ind you gmuilye Lt Acs not here 
matier how good yqut motives were, The State 
Government, 1 am sure, and al deco i people, share 
your horror at fie trafic in young lives which is 
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somelimes cared on under Lhe cloak of religion. 
Such things, Jet all mmderstand, are contrary Lo the 
Indian Penal Code 1t is expressly forbidden to 
dedicate to an immoral life any child of yours so 
tender that she cannol judge for herself, You will 
be glad to learn Unal this court shares your concen 
for the future of the clild Yamana. Particularly 
youd care will be taken lo watch the Jomgs, 1 this 
respect, of her uwopted mother, Prenztbu, The 
latter stincs open to prosecution under another 
heading of the Code, (he obtaining of a human Deing 
by puichise for any purpose whatsoever. That 
does not excuse you, who had nothing Lo da,with the 
situation, for acting as you did T therefore find 
ou giulty of purlotiithg the child Yamuna, at 
Laval, in April last fdr this I sentence you'tg the 
hehtest punishmens av! all conmmensurale with the 
ollence, In addition Lo the confinement you have 
already suffered, you? will be ynpuoned for one 
month, subject to*the sanchon, on me lical grounds, 
of Ute Durbar Physician.” 

Tho same studious quietness prevailed im the cqurt 
room. ‘the trial upon which so myeh depended was 
over. One could notahave told fdm 95 faces of 
the naliies Pisa if they were pleased or notras 
thoy shulfled from the benches and made for thelt 
slippers outdoors — Mis, Stniler recerved her sentence 
with a brightening eye, probably proud oft Neay 
al ber [4 (, dn the floor by*choice, sat a gomfor table 
fat femalgrol aniddle age, ina gold-fung Al crimson 
sari, “THMS was the reuired Muralt Presnabaa, good- 
natured and still good-looking. Across hex kneos 
slept Yamuna, out of sight of most, with a cloth 
over the little face to keep off the flies She was 
quite as loving a mather to the baby as Mis. Smiter 
had beon, and possibly jn a more congenial en- 
vironm<e nt 

The sentence had been pronowaced as most of 


go THE BRIDE OF SIL VA 


the proceedings ul bean coodaeted, in fluent 
Maruhi a good deal better thonght Culton than 
the speech of any of the Ritmalst missionaries, 
Premibar therefore understoc to without an inter 
pre er the threat for herself whereal she shook like 
a jellyfish. 

Was this teroreat the bullying of an alia ruler ? 
Premvabar had never been soc uased before, Tt wa 
undying larghter whieh shook her Chany phe ino! 
not to appear disrespec tft before s tyene in author 
ity. * She had her litle Geasmie ian, who would be 
worth an income ag wells alle don ta her dechning 
yous, e 

As an informal group gathered aroand the inagis- 
trafe’s lable, Premabal rose With same difficulty: to 
hor feét, flung Yamuna, ol(ll sleep ng, face down. 
wayls over het shoukler, aud waddle out wo her 
tonga, ‘There the cluld was again adjusted aerasg 
her knots. - 

“Tt makes me laugh again,” sife sud to a fiiend 
befae driving olf “ to think of thest foot Veringhis, 
andahow litle they will Cyc understand om ways.” 

“This 1s a yourys Resident Salih, and a gave one, 
of good repute, fot of Lotterivg mind ike some who 
hate beon befae him, Bul behold, their best 
wisdom is ofr folly’ 

“What they cummot lean is he madness of 
measuring thomsolves aginst cur immortal deities, 
tha gods of.roal things, dited to ane kind. ‘These 
do not wish for the worship of the Subitudud, who 
have that ewn gods, suucd toa cole climitt, power- 
ful doubtless, but [ess so than ems. But what eur 
indulgent gods canget cudure is to bs urterfered with 
by an outsida. Shiva, for instunce, to whom this 
hitle one and, myself belong, and who hasn't the 
best of tempers!" 

Phat threat that’Yanuna shaif never be his!” 

“As for me, {care soenuch for the threat, uh!” 
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and Promabai blew a feather from her with lings 
that were like a pai: of bellows “Tam not lo dare 
to dedicule Yanna to the god until she be of years 
to dedicate Newelf? Perhaps, and af so, what 
mation? Ishall have the bringmeg up cf her, I shall 
direct hor tastes and passions, I shall nuke around 
hor the arin which a Muah grows up” 

To create an amosphere, that was nealy eyory- 
thing.  Pramalbai sincerely believed thu there was 
nothing ovil in her Iue or her thoughts, smec all were 
so natural ? 

“So T bear no ill-will, ’she continued, “ towards 
this Sahib who has just decided forme ; how should 
LT? But for himself } am alumed, since be has 
flouted my god with Unredls Not fora httle would I 
be the Resident Sahtb’s thother or his wife,” 7° 7 

‘Fis Bespoken," put in the fiend.‘ They gre 
not married, but sh@is even-now on the Black Wator, 
comme to him from Viltyat"” 

"What canal ntitder eI wish her no has, yet 
am strry for het, Tow these people can watt to, 
such an age until they marry | Other lands, other 
manners Bul 1t was all bunkum for the Sahib to 
protsu to speak in Lhe name vf oft sarkar, We 
have no better customers, Shiva no keener adoren, 
than in the ruling family. To be surd, the Maharaja 
ig an oll sant, Loo silly lo cae for giis; I cannot 
understand that sort of devotion, But his brothers 
are unlike him dn every respect. Raya Ram Rao, 
now-~Lhoiets no greater Learer in the State, * Another 
time [ willtell you of his latest infatucuenty 2but the 
tonga must depart, salaam nm , 

eanwhile, inside the court room, the bare- 
fooled, blue-rigged policemen of the Maharaja's 
force had led off Mrs, Smiler to somg destination 
which Fulton could haidly imagine. He felt a 
atthe discomfort at the sight, which Mr, Corsand 
shared, 
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“Twish Peould tay and do anyth ag to help her,” 
thought Palton, ‘but ub wad iat be allowed, 
And T can trust old Di Saupseu to atretel a point 
an her favour,” ; 

As he could not approach Mi Cots ind without 
sceming to intiude he tore a leaf ont of Ins pocket 
book and sent if, to Jum by one of the peans of the 
cour}, with these words upon at in black lead 

i | am mouyent need lo see you same Ie sing” 

Tullon saw Uhe mooscnge tp th Ui ta the Residanit, 
wh6 looked acioss at him with a smile, “Lhen, upon 
the same page, ie scubbted : 

‘Am, busy alleday, but shall dine alone Come 
at eight ’ ‘ 

Whereby it appearcd that Dr. Tealton, even af 
6L af favourite, was an accepted me uber af station 
socicty, Ile knew what the anvitetion icant. 
ulimtimate evenme in the WUet wm at the end of 
the big dimingfinom, such as he had not been asked to 
» Corsand’s tion ° 

As he drove back he found the etty people yet 
nore oxullant over the verdict — In the sticets thero 
was ho allenpt at decorum, “Jat Kah Jat 
Shiva!” was Svehemently nd even venomous 
routed, at hun, s> that he folt sure lus uncouth 
luiver felt gshitned at sitting so near him, 

“TC they knew the eaaud on whack Tam bent,” 
¢ reflected, “not a bone im my body would be 4 ula, 
Fel (hink how much ntue isk eve willbe in the 
treets of Lingam JR tis 

Thospeqyyy wae not highly pleased Uhere was a 
esentpiont mingling with thea timmph, They 
onsidaed, a4 feglton could tell fem snateltes of 
ORVOLSALLOI OVE he id while his Conga wes eee isons 
aly blocked, thal Ghen nights had been grudgingly, 
ot generously, vindteale al 

“Corsand will hifve a bad prefs te morrew and 
wough the new. week, Ilow hard he tied ta do 
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his cluty, without feu or favour, That is the way 
to please nobody. The (Tindu press will be indignant 
al the lentency of the sentence the papers that 
there was any sentenea at all in such a cause, I 
hope Corsand feels stre of his own law how far the 
Penal Code apphes lo native Slates and to is one mn 
partiewlar. They cannot stomach his criticism of 
their customs, Ulough he was eaveful lo mention 
ng names, and speemlly that promise, thieat il 
seemed lo them, fo wutch ever the youngest Muali 
Tsuppose he fell he could not say Tess if he wished to 
keep his self-icspeet, while others will declare he 
did not say cnough But hark! I feel decidedly 
moan alien land.” » > 

For uf was still Jai Shiva! Jai Kali Bhawani | 
Shiva shall have his own, Shiva shall cat up las, 
enemy ” 2 

Fulton did no. atend the Club that afternoan 
There was also inttle packing lo do, since in the 
Lotus-eaters’ land) such things. are [eft to ser. 
vanl 

Tanteu he paeed the verandas, exetted by the. 
message he had received, filled with what lay beldre 
him, absorbed by the thoaght of thy perfections «of 
Betty Stuart, \Che Jasttheme sb possessed him that 
he began to heat oul verses in Let honourp leaniig 
ee soveral lines which aheady hatnted him, 
The verses came as never before, turppingly, re- 
sponsive to lis gager {cclings, a 


a 
is ‘LET CINNAMON GIRT * 


4 a 
Oh cack wp ne mere bh pale xils of the North? a 
T have loved Chem cnough, Fhtve fou id aut the ¢ worth. 
With her tenda: trae heart, and hor breayi sweet ag hovey, 
Tho Cinnamon Gil ia bho gil for my money 


LY 


Down Ue ava of Kashmh the deenga boats .ga 

‘Lhrough a landscape of gicen wnder mountains of row ; 

Pink-fushed in the winter, a ane® sils Inging 

At the prow, fem far countics hor duomed Jovais binging 
a 
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‘Two thova uid mila aouthwed, Kole nfud 
A bougret of tuitie ob tow C of poe 
Golden nauk r sus ceted, pura ee thoy ine 
On the Irisad tig ce of lot Matin 


And ocugh abode wae pee booweed ine voi whow 
Vared chart Molhk  ouodttr wir bein y aglow 

The Mritha grt y itertene md t 
Classie-fatmed te pune  f mokl way hook 


Bul Taek hon nolo ger ~ivoida with t} at, 
Ya Well te Ight keve fiony how a wae 
Sweotly al fe Govded aie po ouwb cu 
Abeve the brown cye of my Ciniuien Gh 

* 


¢ 
Thaste fo han we wher dygujeta Hoover 
The vine cS fre ule she tome nd oh lover 
A wife ko diaid m pry is otter hindovy 
And the Cini aan Gillis he get famy an ney t 
‘ 
t 


Now-Th oom? vo D)etry fv thet a tog ou 
€ Kerva sen lys bef daavuret 


CHAPTER V 


‘Then sineo these in power 
Praw back inl four lo comproms + Unedt greatness, 
My «if wil fling: my ¢ faato (lo fray . 
And win the marl” or porsh , 
Tap edeshed 


Mr Corsanp fell disappointed that evening, and 
nol very well. Ie was solnewhat shorler [han Dr. 
Fulton, and of a frame which ought to heve been 
robust Ie had permenently impaired his vitality 
by the effort of getling thto the Crvil Service fifteen, 
ears carlict. But he'had uot, as contifvally 
happens in India and sometimes mm England, sliained 
Ins mind beyond revoviry by lus University studies. 
Cotsand’s mind was sd@archmg if a hfule slow, and 
was carrying him “far in the regular branch of his 
servite, Good judgment he was believed to have, 
memory, industry, altogether the pale cast of thought, 
These quahties, together with his characters had 
seeured lin a brilhant creer, which lie 1ated to have 
interrupted by the episode of Kahhala. . ‘ 
or Tum it was no prize to be pitchto ‘Ked into this 
stately Residenoy, at the whim of the Supreme 
Governmenl, The Political Scvice waS all right 
in its phic, théugh Corsutd had definiie opinions 
as lo the qgalitics fostered in it. But the‘appoint- 
mont Lad*stopped him in a breathloss-rack ‘which 
would have brought him, in another fifteen years? 
to one of the Lieutenant-Governerships. He felt 
sore on the subject, and talked 400 much about it. 
Not. like any oer man’s, Corsand fel( in af 
unusual mood of self-pity, had been Ins efforts to 
make a carecr, to got the mitial chance 40 make it, 
95 
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THe had well-nigh breken hun f (ym Né anan 
alive knew the labour it cost limi, and only one 
woman, who was Una child fis evi went up 
to the mantelpece of the httle dinmg een ‘Tha, 
sultably framed agamst the clin ite fisted, was a 
photogiaph of 9 womin, net very vouny ; 

At some such thought lis hand went up to his own 
hair, which was douched wilh pray at thu ty-seven, 
He jammed Lo bry feet wilh a stat, and h ul a oud 
staro at htmself in a muror, ® 

Young sill, for most purposes lie hud to conclude , 
full of uightful yvigom, and wily thy best of Ive 
still before him ° 

Ife ramamed standings le with an elbow on the 
mantelpiece closely mspec ter the picdte which he 
held yn Jus hand. : 

" f wonder, has Agnes frone at all gley in these 
thyec years? It doesn t matter, since she is Agnes, 
Pour years youngir than myselffOh what would my 
stragelmg boPhkood nave beh withaut her sya pathy | 
TY do not believe t could have pated (brome. Cap. 
tamly I could not have quiluied without theegoad 
cldssics which her father ground mto me without 
foo, drom pure ove, T can see myself now, twenty 
years back afd more, thte eaga shudent, making 
ify way in the witter evenings 0 Mr. Giant though 
the Dlacktiess of the rectory prounds, Agnes, 
likely cnough, waulmng to open Che door te me, with 
her curls flying about her shoul@cts £" 

We, the studigus som of the siftallest cof village 
chemists, yet a kind okt man; MieGuant, the 
widowdde acholarly rector, who hid aise a pupil 
rand @ compamon of Jol Carseut ‘that was the 
situation It hyd faster, with vinintions, for a 
decade, ‘The suinggle had been a severe one, for 
“ll the helping hands which agkued reaches out to 
the boy of bras, Yc § it was ymitigatcd by love, 
which for long did not call itself That, 
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“T woukl have been a sort) but for the 
Guints {?. honght Corsand gratefnl y, ame perhaps 

ih ingustiee Co himself. “Bul why do I, on the 
eve of mariage, and certainly not old, dwell thas 
wistfully on the euler days — Anyone would think 
that il was the living ova: of ome’s ] fe whieh comes 
before dawth t" 

He could not got ny mind from tle Giints. Tis 
relations with that rectory hid been perfaet during a 
quarter of a centiny while he lived £1 the shadow of 
its woods, from Oxford, and on the freqnent cuns 
home to whieh the Civil Service® entilles one, Tis 
had jong been the supenor position in life, Bat it 
was the other way that Corsand considered things, 
idealising the Grants; and it is an nfinite blessing 
to be vble to do so lowards someone while owe cant 
The rectory had never shown lim patronage, 
jealousy or suspicien, Por ils sake Corsand, though 
hardly a belovia, must always cen un an admiing 
friend of the Church, Only Agnes now knew that 
he had once had a twa from the vilkige school 
which had habortousty ta be emed ey 

© Bless them," he thought; ‘yes, alive ar dead | 
And Agnes is at bist on her vay cat lo mea, She 
entered the Indian Ocean to day T still moot her 
m Rombiy next Lriday mouing. 2} coulda net ask 
her to Jeave the dea old man while be lived Now 
she, who uped to scam to me sneha gaat lady, fs 
withont a home. alnest without a refuge and withotit 
mews, Yet she te known for these fifteen yenrs 
that she «ela shine whatever J luive by lifting her 
hit finger £0 never loved another woman, 
doubt if] conld Jove another, and to that degrea my 
heart ia ossilied, Nor did Lever eate for the ight 
loves of Uns land: possibly Tam not normal in that. 
Tt is a matter of Lemperament wilh nie I suppose 
Tam not full-blooded, like that" oUng doctor who is 


forcing himself upon me to-night.” 
G 
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He stared anew at the pietine, wineh was one to 
reward inspecton Agnes Go ints hair still cmited 
obslinately ‘The ttle t ngk ts would not he messed 
down over the svipely brow A candid, comely 
face dwelling always annd the untrodden ways, 
and looking years younger thin any alleged 
age. A . . . 

"An old mad? Inerelible Yet it was timo I 
selled down I suppose £ was always settled um 
character -and so far on the 161d fo being a prig | 
But 4 need the mumate care and compantonship of 
a wife Ll have cften weadercd what at must feel 
hike to be mantud., So the fice used to wonder how 
i must fecl at the bottom of the well’ only if he 
risked jumping in he could fot get ont agzam. An 
athhirtble analogy for manage! But I shall 
wish lo jump oul less thin most, beng mare 
lucky.” : . 

Mr. Corsand did not occupy that wide Residency, 
in which so many dramas had paseed, without soma 
sort of a white woman to siperintend the thiigs 
Whigh a man cannot look to The disgrace of a 
bungalow withou, a Madam Salih would in that 
case have been Snagnified by, the premises, 

‘bhore kept heisel/studiously out of sight a woman, 
not young, mltltough ‘ intolerably severe.” Mig, 
Maceregor had come from the stcamiest plains of 
Bongal four months before She was so nearly 
white that no one caredeutter the word of shame 
anywhere agar her = Alout her dew. hush and thera 
may hiwe bqaen more room for dcubt.-  yether his 
ancesliy mounted to one of (he victors of Plassey, 
or pony to a railway navyy in the days of the 
Mutiny, Mr. Macgregor had scmehow risen to be a 

ravincial magistrate before his henpecked death. 
ai was more, he had been a@ first-class magise 

trate, a $ 

1, made a capital label and asset in life—widow 
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of a first-class magistrate. It mmpressed all, and 
frightened some, specially the wrorgdoers. Tor, 
as Mrs. Macgregor would point out to her 1oadies, 
no one could go further in that hne than to have 
first-class magisterial powers , Mr Ccisand himself, 
in his capacity as magistiate, was rot moie than 
first-class a 4 

There was a section in Kanhala sociely in which 
Mrs Macgregor was beginning to predommrate, which 
worshipped her with much complacency on this 
score, ‘Tousckeeper al the Resideicy ’—~that 
too was a rather impressive tag for those who could 
not vist there Py oe 35 

“ Poor old girl,” was Corsand’s summing up of the 
situation. “ I’m afraid she'll have to go, though it’s 
a shame to spoil her cateer in trades society? I8u 
Agnes shall decide ” . 

Sirs Macgregor 4 rule was efficien. enough, Sut 
bleak The Kanhalas Residency did not usually 
rim to a housekeeper when there Was a wife, daughter 
or 1iece available, In such ways there 1s more 
simplicity of life in: Western India than in o‘her 
provinces ; and a while valet 1s noticeable even for 
the highest official, mere 

It is not by a lot of apparatus that rogults ore 
attained or one’s soul comforted Tho health of tho 
Resident at Konhala, several times in a shocking 
condition of recent years, was supposed to he 
guarded -by a anedical officer of colonel’s grade, 
boasting Inmself to be the Resid ncy*Surgeon 
Corsand Rall ito use, excepl socially, foy this man, 
greatly his senior, who kved in another bupgalow 
upon almost. the same scale, and much more cosily 
bocause married - 

When Fulton was amounced Corsand felt. that 
he cvuld have done without him. Yét ho rose to 
the demands of Rospitality ; h$ would be polite if 
he could not charm 
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“T'm not Inkely to have this outsider again,’ was 
his thought “ Certainly he It hive to racku his 
way wih Agns, bul f shan t lecommend hin to 
hea. Uf he's chive ced the Ritaailista T don't see that 
he has a leg to stand on. Poor snakes they re not 
the kind of Churchmen L like; but they al least 
gave him a background, a connecuon. Now he is 
adult.’ 

“So even Corsand was not above the fixed Indians 
feelng (hat only Government officials ave touly 
respectable, After them, those holding some deft. 
nile position, machants wa missonarics, backed by 
large orggnisations, may be tolerated, yet merely as 
the interlopers in old days = Those who we on ther 

wh without a label are uoxious adventurers, a 
danger’ to the prestige of waite men, derchets mis 
chicyous to themselves and others And the right- 
fecling derelict, ag has been a@aplamned, wishes 
nothing better?than to be blown out of the way 
for the public good? ” ; 

, Corsand had evidently heard something at he 
Clulg that evening 

‘Lsay, what a temible black eye your Padre 
has!” he chaffed. a i 

Pulton pened it off, without troubling to-explain. 
He saw tha’ th® cat was out of the bag Yet he 
knew that Jitherto he stood rather botler with Mr, 
Corsand than did the priest, who had not been 
allowed to continue his tamo-cat frequentation of 
the Residitney . 

So he ehagled back discreetly shove ti portealt 
on the janlelnied which he rsally thought charm- 
ing, and the wedding journey to Bombay next week, 
To dared not forget that this was tho head of station 
society. *s ‘ 

“Yneed this man,” Pullon’s troubled brown eyes 
scemed to say, “io ’mooth the waly for Betty and 
mo, Ho docs not neod me. THe may be less cross 
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og 
after dinner. I will be as crafty as [ can in my 
advances,” 

The two mon of such different pcsitions sat down 
to dinner m the modified dress suits which are a 
very sensible contrivance for Indian evenings. 
This night it was not al all hot, with the light tain 
falling oulside, and a pleasant breeze blowing in. 

Fulion had not brought Daniel, who even, in his 
veformed state was apt lo be overawed by the 
Residency servants, To-mght he was busy gettin 
his maslex's things into storage, as had been auanged, 

The best Emopean food thit can be set before 

randces in India has been defined as, gathaga, 
That is too much to say, Uhongh the generous red 
meats of Ingland muat always by lacking © Mis 
Macgiegor had not afowed it to be said wf thts 
dinner, which moved on noiseless wheels Unough 
many comes of made dishes - 

“God knows if Ym alive tw aty-four hours 
henco,” thought Fulton. ‘Ui have one more good 
feed hefore going into the wildcrness ” 

The drinking was moderate, consisting of clardt 
and a peg apiece. Lulton kept a weather eyg upon 
Ins host. . » 9 

“Tt’s-no use, I'm feeling dean,” was well righ 
Corsand’s sola remark. "Lt gives*meathe dines to 
think of thal poor woman whom Thad to sentence 
to-day, marched off between mative policemen. 

a Veueunideaot have done differently, or bet, 
Mr Corsand. don’t believe 7s dhe bls you have, 
bat a chil, You Jook tired, and inpy wan inte 
malaria if you don lt have anather still peg, Take 
my word for it as a physician |" 

This, Vulton's fayourije presctiption, which Jad 
sometimes had amusing resulls was rejected this 
time, while a second peg was forced upon himself, 
Nor could the Adventurer, c@nsideting the heavy 
jaw, if not the glumness, of the Acting Resident, 
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quite bung his tongue to pronounce the ruler » aaa 
withont the “ Ma cf 

At a later stage Corsand began his famiha 
giumbling about the danmge lone to Ins proper 
caucer by this Saha line wl te Kanlala 
There may have been a udden pide im this, sinec 
to most men, nych olde, il would have meant 
promption 

' There ds no chance for a man nowadays if In 
once finches from the pull of competition.” 

“Ab yes, there is, oie dees a by express order 
The great thing 16 to be wanted, You'll find the 
ICS changed ta CST. soon chou.” 

For once the chestntt lacked savour 

“Ah no, Ushant, Dr Ltlon No such Inek for 
Ing {Tm side-(racked, a Hack mmuber, out of the 
ruyning altogether, “Thus day's busing s,s won't help 
me"—which was (iuer than hecthought 

Tt was ludicfously terrible af one stopped to think 
of such things, hol far Fulton wis from ¢onsidera- 
tions lke these ‘ 

Vut if the dinner had been dull there was no 
reasqn why Lhe evening should hy so. 

Corsand scenfed steldenly fo pall himself together, 
agif realising his daty as an cntertainer, + 

“Tsay, thistcan’t be very amusing to you, doc. 
But you may be intercoted im a letter T reeerved this 
morning, '¢ 

Tulton was at once alert, 6 aw 

"Yoo, Wir, Corsand, what was tt aboyt? ! 

“Tre fel light upon my prede@ester in this 
Residgncy eymhty yeus ago, You know how keen 
J was to Taun anytl ing about Major John Suther- 
land. Well, I’ve learned at.” 
©" Thope it, was worth while”, 

“That depends If 1 were a novelist iL would 
certainly be wouth shy wiflle, for a Somance may Iurk 
behind, howeverdingy, I ve becn on this scent ever 
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since I came here, where a letter awalted me from a 
man who is editing an Indiu book for one of the 
Vasiy Puosses, Ile wanted iifermation, un- 
commonly hard Lo get unless you burrow m the right 
places, about John Sutherland, a friend of his hero 
Pa never heard of him, though Uni rather of a dal 
al Judian listory. Thad to verify in the Aart, 
records Lo make sine that the beggar ever existe 
Ys undoubledly Le had a spell of neatly five 
Oars at Kanhala staying on at the end to mlroduce 
Ms pticeessor, another Mayor fellow. + 
Pulton taed to show bimself a earcfil listener, 
"This Sutherland 1s in one ofthe easily acoesstblc 
books ofsefaence, Yet he was not a noneduty in his 
day. There are indications that Pe was i min of 
sterling qualities, IR appears ona singitaly 
engaging Tielit ir Meadows ‘Taylors Stary df ity 
Life Uc was aavutor tunself. Suthenland Wind 
out a book on Che Native States nawhich he anti 
ated Leo-Warner by sixty ye u3- also clid a memomr 
‘ox Government, Jatar on, about the mygers of Cape 
Colony, where he went on long leave. Why d&d fo 
go there? Rum, stuffy hole to go to, when you 
might reach the AUantic! ‘They went to wt Sorts 
of queer plicos to récuperatesin those days, soor 
wretches, sailing wbout in the Pay pf Bengal in 
souch of breczes CL have even read of Madagasear 
and the Persbur Calf as health resorts, Auytliing, 
auyUupg, rather than Che Ladue wach was kilt 
you Lenrepe was then on the ether aide of the 
world, and there were aso wiek dy ard@eial re 
stictions, You lost your service, in sore casen, by 
gong beyand Wie Indian Ocem. Al Ue sane, 
what took Sutherland to the Cdpe for the last big 
troat im his life? Like secks bike" is 
Dutton was reilly interested, snwlling a story. 
Corvand wan Ike another inhn, his eye alert, his 
voice vibrating. Hore fs one of yu different mental 
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compass from recent Residsns, thought Calton 
Corsand was new m Kanhale, Je did not wish te 
continue thera, you row vigorotsly Pe hid grappled 
with a local pobhm fron. the past! 

“TU. a first-rate mystery,” saad Fulton“ Suthet- 
land scoms to have dropped ort trom his rightful 
remembrance,” , : 

“ Dropped out f you don’t k low how completely 
ho’s Giopprd oul, Not but that its dhe liek of 
most men lo diop oul when theit shart day’s work 
is done. But Sutherlind was a pian of valiuc, too 
good to be forgotten like that. His descendants, for 
instance, There ghonld be heaps ¢f tham, elder 
grandsorfs and great-grandduldren galore, ‘Their 
ancestor served here in theslays when Dickens was 
Keginning to write and Victéia to 1agn, and young 
Raj¢h Biooke suling romantically to bis hingdom, 
Thet’s the epoch for you, Whit more likuly than 
that the progeny of such op man should now be 
serving m India, etger Lo recall lym? So T wrote, 
I will not say to all the Sutherlands in India, but to 
f 1gund dozen of the more promment, ‘Le way 
they are scattered, from Baim to Bannu, and the 
posttiins they oop are instructive to Che goncalo» 

1s—colonels, mody.al and afi ary, Ieniisters and 
ankers, Bde pet merchant, a forest officer, and 
rincipals of schools of both sexes You shall see 
m amoment, Dr. Fulton, the file of the answers 1 
h&ve received. But they, one wdeall,. deny andl 
insist, J know him not.” 

mL sippoge you we sure he Tf desecaglants 2” 
a that One would suppose from the way he 
eppears in Meadows Taylor, I wanted badly to yet 
into touch with lug fanily, and if possible seem st 
poitiat for the banqueting hall downstairs. For 
thee, too, he has dropped out from the company 
of his equals ‘Thery’s @ yap wit re hia portrait 
should be, as if sameone had thouht of him but in 
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vain, They've just finished installing eleclicity mn 
this building, i don’t belteve you've seen the hall 
lil up.. Perhaps youd like to go down with me 
and have a bor at the old Residents ina light they 
never dreamed of, Then, on our way back, 1 ean 
slap into my study and bring along the Suthe land 
cortespondence,” p 

The Residency, lke certain greater bungalows, 
was of (wo storcys. The electric inst ulation was the 
work of Corsand’s quiet onergy, and prond chong 
he was of it, ’ 

They passed first through the larger dinmg-1com, 
six or eight dimes the size of the ope they had vaten 
in, then down a broad flight of teak stairs, Ghenee to 
the left, Here, occupymg a great comer of the 
buldmg, was (he banqueting hall uscd in tha? 
eapacity hardly once a year Bat it wos a poplar 
show place in thestatian  Suangers ceuld pene- 
trate so far al yroperalous, as intor Coll ge halle, 
and gaze at the pscturcd worlhievoverhe td 

This hall had to be unlocked for the Resident, 
Tye knew just whore to find the clectuie knob, gud? 
was pleased as a child to tun it on belore the servant 
could. ‘The vast room was Jilodded with ight, 
betler (han much oleethicity in Unglind. 

Aftor cull it was no College halls Uy latked the 
sloued windows and the oak, while the pictures 
were even worse, Tn truth there wos litle here to 
be proud.ol save the size and the histone as ec it. 
tions ay 

Corsand was so penetrated witht these gg, ta he 
quite exerted, Tt grauficd him to lave 4 Pompurtion 
who could in any degiee follow him, * 

“T like lo think of the way in Which these build- 
ings, (he beat thal could be raised in their day went 
up, at (he cost of subject states, from one ond Of 
India to- the othe? from a eentudy to a century aud a 
halfago, By the palms of Malabay, amid (he snows 
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of Nepal or Kashinit | In Travancore, where they 
wanted us very ee tuculaily, (ie lucky Resident hag 
half a dozen such houses They were meant to im. 
pros che imagination ef men, ae they do imne ” 

Vet you gruinble to be hae 

“That sanother story. Perhaps Pama giumbler , 
and I lament my carcer in the Bombay Civil Service, 
Yel I was never s0 lodged thete as to rogue a 
hougckeeper. As C was saying, such a setting ay 
this is partly to compensate for the cliniate, and 
even more to remind us of the Ligeness of our duties, 
Wo live here, as we must-be ready to die at a moment's 
notice, m order ip maintain the ught, Tdon t know 
why tifis is $0 baine in upon me to-night. There 
havo been thousands of Rosidents m Lndi, yet never 

vhas the life of one been sofpevented as hy Meadows 
Taylor, who held one of the smallest of such posts 
al/Shorapur ” : 6 

“Tm surpeised at the nymber you mention” 

"Think — It ista century sitce this bintding went 
up, in the days when the Maratha enipire swent 

‘down Tew have ever ocenpied the post five yoars, 
In fact, there have been over thuty Residents at 
Kanhala, neghkfting Jocum tenentes like myself, 
who don’t count, of think the collective spirit of the 
place hits conoapretty well to guther portraits of two 
dozen of them, less the one whom T seek.’ 

Tn fact along cach af the two longer sides of dhe 
Nall wore ranged a down large printings, save for 
one corer neaest the door, where there was a 
vacan, papel. Py the dates precedinge tt might 
have bedi meaut, as Corsund averred, for John 
ae land, or equally well for his successor, Colonel 

pics. e 
» There was not a word to be said for the Vaart a 
assuch. Avdecade of Indian dist and glare will do 
as much in the way Of daraage as a Century in Murope, 
The large incomes, as they seemed, of Indian officials, 
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and perhaps their egotism, have during © rentiny 
and a half caused a larger concomse to India of 
artists of repute Uhan one would think, There have 
seldom been less than several artists working there 
of approximatcly A.K.A, rank; while the end of the 
eighteenth century saw a nunber of the carhest 
Academicians taking journeys fram end to cad of 
India Anglo-Tndian portraits should, therefore, 
be of a good order. But there were none that 
showed as such in the Kanhala Residency. 

Most of them were blackened or withered by the 
moderale lapse of time pst tecogmition. Noble 
fellows some of those must have been in their day. 
Others were medwertics dodderers, even the 
exploiters of native sovereigns who were known in 
carher days. Whatstorlcs might they tell could the? 
speak ; and perhaps the worst men the best stories 

ow there was filtde fo distingnish ony fem anoger 
save the fashion of the face which wllers with the 

enorations, Futon was specially amused by certain 

carded faces of the Mutiny period. one old fellow 
showing such wild eyes behind a hairy face! yf It 
shall be one thing in the grave ” 

“Come away,” said Corsand 4 This is cipithle 
of boing- rather disinat” Tle saddent turned qui 
the lights. "wanted to show you (he hull under 
Ulumination, as much as the panel which | believe 
destined to bold Sutheckiid’s portrait, Aud Lil 
toll you where Inthink foci Crt, (ho gd tte panatitye 
of hitim may exist Tin bent an puttaig ec agls (his 
tardy acé of pialy.” na 

He led Tidton hy a roundabout way, Yuusings stl 
hia study. Vrom Jus desk here he lock up a thieksdt 
file of papers, held together on’a tring, and alsa 
& lelicr which he carried separately between his 
fingers ; and thus they returned to the small dining 
room, « 3 > 8 

“We might as well have.gtayed,in the study," he 
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continued; “ bul make yourself comfy before this 
empty fireplace Pu up that chair where you will 
have a good hight Now Jeok to agh those papers 
and tell re whe! yea thing cf them,” 

Tt was sedly an imtacstmg budget, chiefly of 
letters, illustrating the scaltening of a family 
Not one know anyll ing lo the point. Our British 
historical records in India,’ weote one Sutherland, 
are all too frulty, and Lan only too glad to tay 
and help if possible in this matter” Anotha, a 
woman, remembered when Tat al heme seeme a 
lotter wrillen by a young soldier (but not the nght 
one} fiom Bombay in 2817 “7 laid: aside the 
letter, Intending to keep at as an INLELeSLINg Int. 

ression ol Bombay of those days, but unfortunately 
ii the confusion of prckimy it was mislad,” 

Not much help so far,” 1¢ nuked Fulton 

“And yet if you can bcheve i,” said Corsand, 
taking the file ont of Ins hands “at the back of that 
file aie whole pages of detaled anformation about 
Sutherland which you will hardly cue to go Careugh, 
Thad better tell you the essence of them. My 2. 0's, 
demy-official Ictlers mall dnections, have lad some 
rSull. You nttly bave seon that I was on the (nek 
of the statue {o lim which Still stands in the pubhe 
gardens ‘ateApmer. Tere is the inseription : * This 
monument, im memory of Colonel John Sutherland, 
Agont to ethe GovernorGaneal, Rayputana, who 
fied on the aqth Junep 1848, wae orcsted by his 
friends,’ te 

Tp bogns to emerge mito the ramad ray much 
soma statue This (riends probably saw ‘that it 
was Vhikeness, ‘That's where yon can get a por. 
tratt_of satts’’ * . 
¢  Txactly, my fiend, Vi glad that you are so 
acute ‘The*memory of such w@ man could not be 
enurely lost = Whilh I Avan rumfaaging owt hore, 
otheis were unegrthing dry facts about Sutherland, 
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chiefly dates of appoinunents, in the Landon offices, 
So ina way we know more Lhan we need to. Here,” 
tuimng over leaves, “1s a long extract from an 
article in the Pioneer: ‘ Leaders of liregular Horge 
2 John Sutherland,’ No end of good small fighting 
against Pindharis and othe, yel nothing very 
human, This other note-— four or tiv? pages of 1b 
compiled for me” hom the Last India Mil lary 
Calendar and other somces, really gives a reasouhble 
view of his entire earcet.” 

“What was it?” asked Fulton somewhat wearily. 

“Dash the details ~let them gol Whit blight is 
there that rests upon merely military pa fornmanocs ? 
But I'd like you to see so much of Sutherland's 
figuie as J have rcconsiesected at. Born while te 
Trench Revolution was* omy on A cadet ant 
ensign at the incredibly carly ages of that day. 
Got into the services first military ual then civil, 
of the Nizam, backed always by Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
who thought alotcfhim That wes low Sutherland 
had dhe chance to show kindness to Meadows 
Taylor, some fifteen years his yunior. From abent 
the age of tlurty he was ight in the Political branch 
of the Company’s service. Ue, followed Motéalfe 
here and there. ‘Then Resident at Kanhala. For 
the last nine years af lie hfe Sutherland yas ‘AGG, 
Agent to the Governor-General in’ Rajputana, 
offeraling or peumanent Ue died 11 Jyuness as 
such al Bhaxatpwr m the year of (he other Lhencdy 


Revolution.” we 
“That would about cover the fist half ,at the 
century.” v4 


“ Thera was no finer gener ition in our Tndrat Jife 
nor did our name ever sland quife sb high as in their 
youth. T have only suggested the ontside of the 
man, But read this, which T received tes morning. 

With aa coe eves air he passed Fulton Use letter 
which he had kept between his fingers. 
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“'My Lod,” began Culten, reading aloud. 
© Tleavon help us! who addresses yor like that 2” 

‘A former clerk ef nune, Who means no ham 
We are caposcd to such foolishness in our service, 
specially from mon in the North, who have studied 
Forsian,’ ' : 

Tulton read (he letter, which was in Unglish, in 
silonge, without comments, 

iG n 
My Lord, 

T have just received a letter from Mr +0. 
which runs 45 follows; so fer as Col, Sutherland 
is‘conceerned. -°T do not know in what various 

\ places Colonel Suthe land served, nor could it ba 
traced from the old records Tere to wl at regiment 
‘heorigmally belonged, “As to his family, he is 
slid to have loft Indta for the Cape of Good Hope, 
With q of his sons and 3 of his-laughters, together 
with their mother, a Moham nedan Indy.” 

Thad writtertto a fricnd of mine in the Comp- 

_ troller General’s office, and 1 shall submit futher 
Particulars to you as soon as I hear from him, 

With profoynd respects, and hoping this will 
find you in ‘the enjoyment of excellent health, 

« B remain, ‘ 
Youg mst abedicnt and humble slave, 
Signed, 


. 
* Pullon did not. instantly see (he ICT bane 

“ These ‘peaple seem ty know less than you have 
told re” » Pn 

Vos, bxeopt for the new and fatal fact.” 

“ Ah yes, where are my wits? The Mohammedan 
lady.” “And Tulfon blushed as he spoke, he could 
hardly havo said why. ‘ 

“The Méhammedan lady!” Corsand almost 
shouted, driving Home “the poift which-he had 
wailed so long-to make ‘How many things in 


THE BRIDE OF SHIVA rir 


Anglo-Indian history they explain, these Mcham- 
medan or ‘Hindu ladies!” Generally Mohimimedan 
since these are less exclusive than the Hindus; and 
out forefalhers out here would fancy that they were 
nearer Lo us because they ate meat and were people 
of one book, Wives, mind you, and of the most 
respeclable~-that made the inschipf, Of en very 
sweet creatures, of princely families, lovely in their 
yeath, faithfnl and submissive always, ‘Thus the 
more effectually they could diag down our race ta 
some of ils noblest representatives {” 

“You feel strongly, Mv, Gorsand,” 

“Who? I? Not at all Ony Tf have given 
some attention o Une subyeet, And this metning's 
letler was something of a shock tome. T workl not 
have suspected you of 10 John Sutherlard! Yer 
why not? Dung the same yeas the famaty 
Resident in Nepal, se man mere titel tal that 
there is any reason toe think you toshave heen, 
found happiness in a romance with'a Moluummedsan 
lady 40 whom ho remained true till her death, 
There was every tempiation to decline like this. 
Think of the tsolauion, when Clive, was once ten 
months on the voyage to Madras! “Mow your gil 
in England.cowsed to write, and her old [utters grews 
yellow and moth-eaten ! And the dau eyes found 
you, suited to the climate! ' 

“ Fexactly,” said Fultan, feeling uncoipfartable 
‘You think, it was a mishike in every case 2” i 

“Not in the least ‘There is no excubeun these 
days, DButal’m not judging the old Jobnyican alten 
better mon than onraelves. For all that, ob} regrets 
i on their behalf. I hact begun to idealise Suther- 
land, I’m no longer mteregted in him. No, that's 
too much 1o say, But to think how he had a, 
native woman about’these rooms, on thess stairs 
nustress of this Residency lo Probably veiled, and 
proud of that amid the unveiled Marathas. In 
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reason one must admit that af least half a dozen 
of the Residents picluied dewnstins had similar 
appendiges That doesn’ reo ale me to Mrs 
Satherkod, An exe len. wife +. frattfal branch, 
Think now of those four cinnamon sons! What to 
do with them? Suthaland couldn't even make 
troopers of them im his own regiment, like the 
oigmal James Skinner, Cooks or ¢lerks, more 
likely, ‘Theit descondants may be in my latches 
or halchert As for the daughters, they may have 
been dears, but where war the lusbands fo 
thom ?” ¢ 
“Come, you gre too hard, you would hurt some 
people’s feclings.” 
This docs not wiing your withers, doc, But tt 
Sivperfectly true, And go e&pla ratory 1 Inculentall 
it &xplains the mumacy between the Sutherlands 
afid the Meadows laylois, witiy (har Mohammedan 
affiliations «Perhaps thereawas a romance in the 
beginning as so*often, Since Colonel Taylor has 
not 1ecorded 1t I do not see that any other can. Tt 
hunts me none the less, the orginal romance of 
Brown Women,and White Men, It explains how, 
Ifter, when hi§ health was breaking up, Sutherland 
eould not face hismative lafid with his dusky biood, 
but prefered o put up with sone half-way arrange. 
mont like Cape Colony. Alove all, it expluns 
why, so far as records ae coierned, his progeny 
‘nas disappeared likeea Centrah Asign river in 
the sando J’ye been 1ather driving if into you, 
havop’t T2” - 
Thore*could not have been v worse miroditction 
to what Tullon had come to talk aboul He 
wondered, he rather doubted, if Corsand had brought 
Hp these subjects, and had so insisted ve thom, 
of malice ptepense. But le was incapable of that. 
What had happonél hal come aBout of itself, or as 
the natives say, saiaz, casually, 


s 
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With a change of mannor which seemed brusque, 
Mr Corgand took tho mean alvoniage always in the 
power of the one who has been sought. 

“TY believe you had wigent necd to sea ine at 
leisure?” 

Tulton felt protiy cheap as he answered : 

“So Thad. But you have rather taken the wind 
out of my sails by what you have been saying, 

eaWhat do you know of Belly Stuart?” 

T know thea name, as any Residsnt must who 
attonds Lo his duties — And little more, Tam thankful 
tosay If] did, it does not follow that I could tell 

ou" ® wo 
If Fulton folt a lack of breeze, Corsand felt a chill 
breath circulating in fig little 100m. : 

“T meant no har,’ Vulton faltered, *! My 
need to learn what Iocan about Miss Stuart is 
urgent ” ’ ‘ 

“ So you have observed — But I wal not go in for 
small mystory-m‘dking Beity Sthart is the daughter 
of an Lnghshm in - and an officer formerly com, 
manding the Mahaaja's forces, who miacdlo just such 
a marriage as we have been discussing, substituijag 
Hindu for Mohammedan, anda dancing girl for a 
woman of family, This is the result. ~q pradite 
with a vengeance! Betty Stuur isa fot of ward 
of the State, whieh would like to resume mich of her 
ploperty which came from iL not so longaige. Tt js 
a tradition.al the Resideney to see (hat she iy not 
ae upon, because she was once «a Chi seit and her 
ather wag a good mun Would you hike me to give 
you her address ? . a 

Thanks, there is no need? | 

neo glared at his visitor, in the oppostle easy 
chair, * 
Tullon was thinking : How much ‘oes he know 
of my plans? Nas the Pitdro dlabbed what he bas 
heard or put togother ? " 
K 
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In miraculous response to the thought, Corsand 
spoke: 

"T know nothing of your plans, Dr Tulton. ‘The 
Padre told me no more than that you Jad ass uted 
lum and left his mesion, Believe me, had I known 
T would not have brought ap the subject of mixed 
na AE certainly not have dwelt upon it as 1 have 

one 

"Shank you, Mr. Corsand, ~ 

"But having said so mueh, ] must now ask: 
Are you after Belly Stuart? What is your interest 
in the matter?” , 

To'himself he was saying.“ L shall suffer for ny 
kindness to this oulsider. Tle was born to make 
rouble for me. THe is detqehcd, adrift, ua Inose 
end, Velonging to nobody, Such adventiiers, often 
with the best intentions, make the worst mischief 
ma countiy which can nevey esimilute them, 
Tulton comes Acre NO MORE ” 

“Tam after hor? Mr Corsand, since it is & case of 
truc love, I ought to tell you that T drive out to 
‘Linfam to-night” . 

4 Che Devil you do ” 

A moment, Mr.-Coigund. I have received an 
urgent summons from a member of Miss Stuart's 
family—in fuel! hor Uindu grandmother 1” 

“Worse and woise What combination! So 
you are infer it you know hat?” 

" T love Miss Stuart, whose } ono is in imminent 
danger at the temples of Tinga.” 

“Nething of the sort. You're off yout dead, De, 
Tulton, Lam credibly informed that Betty Stuart, 
having reached {he ‘age of sixteen, advanced if 
anyUung for this country, wishes te dedicate 
herself and her fortune to Shiva,” 

“Tnfomed' | By such Bralihin advisers ay led 
your predecessor bythe fore,” # 

“Told hard, Dr Fulton! Tt is not for me to 
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discuss my predecessor, whom IT did not kuow, Tt 
is your chief credential (which wont go too far) 
that you were General Rowneys frienc. 1 am 
perhaps harder-headed.” a 

Therein spoke the incmable arrogance of the Civil 
Service, of which Corsand was ashamed as he heard 
his own words, > 

“They he, whoever tell you (hit Belly Saat 
“Hoos to the sacrifice willingly. Never will she be the 
Bade of Shiva Shei ative, merry, mnocent young 
girl, though with a peck of undeserved troubles, 
She has summoned me, who wishad lo marry her, 
to save her by taking her away f6m her dhgerous 
surroundings.” 

“ Including the legal g vu Ttanship of her mothoes 
Tadmit that the sitnation ts Complicated, not toe 
harsh, uf Betty Stuart wishes fo remain a gene 

s] ’ 

“Ohl you could ever seu lia, (alk with her, yor 
would not doubt” 

“Tt will be an ovil day on whieh: I ever talk wet] 
her, She 1s now a Winds and as good as a Murti 
You don’t know the tonchiness ¢ thess pébpt 
whaie their religion or 4hur Ueysure is concerned. 
But when the lwo are onthe Hoy make au 
irresistible, an infernal combmation ‘Thal os why 
Shiva is such a parlous god ' 

1 begin to (eel like winisslonary atlas mest 
defy even Shiva" if necessity for ny sweet fil’ 

“Then you will come a cropper, dike that woman 
this moumiag, and without her fanaue edheulations, 
You will do more harm, being less of a fool. T won't 
be too sure, either But Shiva is tou hig a god for 
you to defy, young man,”’* 

“YT can but do my best to resene ny true lové 
from force and fran) abominations.” RY 

“ Tas it strack you how hard up one must be who 
has to appeal to you? ' * : 
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“TLxactly, Doesn't it make you sorry for Retty ? 
L hoped to enlist your Inains, your power ” 

“You want to chag me into thas alfur, but you 
shan’t Have you given a moments thougl.¢ to 
what you can do on reaching Lingam?- Onl 
to break the law in some form cr other | You aro 
bent on going 7?” . 

" ¢Ahsolutely ” 

"TJ wish I had the power to arrest you, Lo break” 
Shaitan’s legs! Since I can't lay you by the heels 
for your own good T must plead wilh you, reason 
with. you. Don’t go, my dear fcllow, even ag a 

ood citizen Dd you know what an Indian tiot 
is? The country is in a pecuhar, incaleulable 
toondifion of late Any raghness in this connection 
may well light a fire. which will make ado for 
Kyrig’s collectors und Governors to put out.” 

“My gil cglis lo me to rege 1 her,” 

“Who is thyebeloved noe, than another's ? 
Belty Stmat has had an uphiinging which would 
leave little character to most girls ‘There sit 
tight, I meant no harm You want to get your 
botllrs into Lortble, T beheve that’s what you want 
Well, when you find yourself Inid by the heels, or 
welt, cont empect me to send the wing of a regi 
ment} ”” 

“Twont, Mr. Corsand, f promise you.’ 

* “ Porhaps I’m scolding, But listen, if you are 
amenableato reagon, ‘This Lingath is a dangerous 
place, a focus of disloyalty, a hothed of passions . 
rach an? po.itical as well as sexual, * We have 
consttntly to turn a blind eye to what is going on 
there Ys, halfrour arl in governing India hitherto 
has consisted in ovelooktng (hings, in favouring our 
Snemes at fhe expense of ourefriends, Why can't 
the natives have one place all ta, themselves in the 
wilderness? I dislike Huropeans going to Lingam 
~as much as theydo. disapprove of Connoll’s Hotel 
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standing thore, and of the globetrotters who com 
to it from the Mysore side.’ 

"T was vory glad of its shelter once,” 

"So have too many fools beon, who can't la 
Hinduism alone in its most sheltered recesses, ] 

nile approve of the punishment the intrusive 
fehorae received from Tiberius ~you're a classic 
aren't you? We don’t want to know what devil 
tries are brewing there Tnongh if we can gave ~ 
but we can't—an occastonal, ttle Yamuna from 
being drifted there. I’ve done cnough for one cay 
on the side of the angels Shiva is a bad fellow 
without engagmg qualities, In this egnnection 
I've beon trying to read the caliest Jong poems in 
Lnglish about Indi Do you know this } re 
o passed him The Curse of Kehama. Mewes § 
podgy book, two volumes in one, the Uaird caftien, 
without the beauwful printing of many books Of a 
century ago. t) ” 

“No,” said Delton, turning tld leaves, 

“Then don't, Such stark idiotey, such bare 
barren badness not negative but positive, | would 
not have supposed possible, Whata mind Sqnthey 
must have had, as dry.as a bone] There’s a famous 
passage here, the only’one, on Kve, TL suppose it's 
as a lover that you excuse yourself’? 8 

“Yam nol anxious {a do so,” said Malton, stiff 
at last. Ho was getling fed up with Corsund’s 
dogmatism; wid ho never could bear to have 
vanes approved or disappraved of, 4» 

Tes all very woll to sny (hal all thy world loves 
a lover, But he must not love his self-iMorest too 
mauifestly, I suppose you are aware that Betty 
Stuart’s fortune is cansiqerable 

“ Yes)" said Pullen, feeling that Cersand was 
becoming offensive, perhaps on purpose, 

“Yor India, Yery considerthle indecd. If you 
marry her, don’t be sure that the money will follaw 
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her, Ji’s a cause which will umte the T find fluth, 
1o keep such a fortune, once expeeted. — The dodgos 
of some of Uhose holy men | ‘Te te's one al Lingam 
in particular, I forget Ins name” 

"Tau Pant.” 

“Thavs it. I shall never have dealings with 
him, and I advise you not to.” ; 

“te seams to be Miss Stnatt’s Peculiar confessor 
and controller, It is Tai Pant whe pulls thow 
slrings " 

“Tet him, but he does not recommend lng pupil. 
Why, I undestand thae are pupils of bis, widows 
and Minahs, wha study at Cogivh Vusities and 
tempt MP,’s” . 

. “Tecan hardly believe on things Belly Stuait, 
‘infany case, reacts against Ms influcuce, stiuggles to 
escape from it” 

" Tier effor.s, even if sincere, Well be a8 vain ag the 
struggles of the bud charmedaby the serpent. Drop 
the whole business, Tlaii Pant isenot tho only one 
to fear There are other prie+ts wn the backgroand, 
"as strong, with powers which I am content to call 
occult because we do not understand them.” 

“Twish to seltnre your he Ip for the deserted child, 
otherwise [ wouldenot put “up with youn tone al- 
together Nae © 

‘Bother my lone, so long as I wish you welll 
Dr, Lullon, oblige me, show yourself a loyal ue eel, 
Wy keeping away.fram Iningam, ‘Though you have 
missed. theol.M S., [ will use all my iniluenee, which 
is sone do get you some inedieal job @linast as 
good" Ff 
: Fulfon felt that words were of litth use, te 
shook Jus head Many tines, then rose to fee, 

-Not to part upon'a hostils note, he paused to 
adnure anew the gountenanes upon the mantel 

. 


picce, 
“Surely,” he,thought, ‘this good gul, uf she 
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know, would SppEOYS what Lam dying, and would 
ask her ‘lover to help me.” » 
"You go to Bombay next week, Mr. Corsand ? 
he said aloud 
T leave on Thursday mouning. Miss Grant whe 
lands on Triday, will stop will the Archdeacon of 
Bombay and Mis. Wilton,’ . . 
Ilis words camo like pistol shots this (ine, Jovi« 
dently he resented any conceivable corelation of 
his love affair to Bulton’s, Between the atch 
deaconry and Shiva’s temples | 
Wart a moment,” he continued, looking up fiom 
Ins chair at the doctor’s tall hyuw, now grown rigid. 
“Tm sorry that our evenmg and our aeqaaintance 
should end hike this” ,* ‘ 
i‘' So it ts the end,” (nought Fulten, sGincnig* Ue 
stiffer. . 
“For the lastaiime, doc, will you give up*tlus 
helhicat tip to Lingam ?” e 
“Pm damned if 1 will!” 
“Then you must be prepared for what men, 
including myself, will say of your conduct, “They * 
will say Lhat you havo not merely, like many ayuung 
fool in his lust, endangered athe British pered by 
meddling with Inditn womankind dt yo timer of’ 
public tension. ‘They will say that you dia it ham 
avarice, and that you me after Betty Stuart's 
fortune, At the best you yall be manywoy ‘a witeh 
with a dowry * May yourbe Jikeatho husband in the 
old play, who took her, to have her jiehls ond her 
house jwand who found ‘that, O Apolle, ise worst 
of evils,’ ” s . 
“Who says that?” . 
"Someone in the Middle Coniedy, Liston again 
to this one, morp or less; ‘Tf, being poor, you 
marry a ich woman, you give yourtell a tuler and 
not a wife; yotr reduce ryoindelt fo be at the sane 
time a slave and poor,’ © All that was true among 


~~ 
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the Greeks two thousand yeas aga Yet they did 
not then know, they would have scouned, the com- 
plications. of unions wilh inferior saces nd queer 
religions, 
i etermined to be rcekless in no detail, however 
it might be with the main enterprise, Fulton cowd 
only stand still and listen, cold with anger, So even 
the credit of truce love was, ut secmecd, to be denied 
hon, “ Save his own soul he hath no sta.” 
Coisand went on wilh his lecture, harping upon the 
note of insult 
"You love the classics: Dr. Lulton- -more fond 
of them than ever of theology, [eleva It used 
to make Fulton blush to think that it was not wpon 
them that this irrevocable year at Oxford had been 
spert ¢ Yet his devotion to the subject was greater 
than “us knowledge of it. Me was no suel: scholar 
as Coisand, Classical studies, if: not exactly en- 
couraged, havo: been pursuedtin Restlencies both 
~ before and afte: Mr Cordery of Hyderabad translated 
the Iliad. 6 
*" For my part I never could see the fun of secking 
a wife richer than myself, ‘The Roman poets could 
not,elthe:. Hoiace guentions Ue wife rulmg by 
means of her dowry—dotala regit rirune conus, 
Martial, aisooa ‘oachelor, declares that he wishes 
no rich mairiago : 1 does not suit him, he says, to be 
married by (us wile—axort nubere nolo meag-~—" 
© Oh, shut up 1’, exclaimed Julten, who could 
stand no mere of this, and who was tv upset to 
follow the Latin. ' 
, Call the sahtb’s tonga,” shouted Corsand to the 
servant ‘behind the door, 
This was how Vuiton left,the Kanhula Residency 
for tho last time, i 
rn a 


Tt was little past eleven, Much of tho heart had 
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been taken out of the enterprise by the reception it~ 
had receivad ‘This was not Iulton's first experience 

- of the attiLude of power in India, meanmg the Civil 
Service, towards romantic love, Ue could. nat 
have wulten hig verses now. He felt a personal 
disappointment In regaid to Corsand, whom he had 
not thought to find so conventional and unsyn- 
pathetic. 

~~ Te had lo think hard of Betty's personality ‘ind 
charm m order to hold to her after the snobbish 
sncers, as he estecmed them, at loves choeolate 
or cinnamon. He could only go forward, since 
the backward xoule was closed ally dudg were 
in storage, the missionary honse wis closed to 

, 


hm, « 

“ Betty in distress 1s calling to me," he kept 
saying, ‘Lot me try not to be too great a fool*or 
T shall fail to help her", i 

In the dicary rooms, now quite dismantled, there 
remained only a péreel of photogrphs done up in a 
newspaper 

" Go, and do not come again until the dog-car tis 
ready,” he said to Damel, who squatted upon the 
threshold, ee . 

The photographs were the momerialg of the earlion 
loves of his youth in more than one lal the elie 
loves whom he had forsworn in his verses. Sone 
of them were poignantly, discomposingly alear still, 
The thought of ahem might defleet the compass" 
which must hold trae ta lis new purposes + Tt was 
lime that éhey wore destroyed by Tire moma 

With a heavy heart he carried the photdgigphs, 
without again looking at them, to same dry geonnd 
at the back of the bungyglow  Ifere he’ watched 
while they arose im flames, Once he winced when, 
curling in the fir, a Jewish face of perfect oval 
outline looked for {he last time At him 

As he turned, he was aware of thy piitst spying 
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er 
“he dog-cart is ready,” i 
2 s aid Danie i 
aon \Y> anicl, looking 
Without a word Fulton went ar 
around to the fr 
of the house, mounted beside Maruti, and drove ‘aay 


CHAPTER V1 


‘Tho pung ay boats 
That bert from Zaneile 
Tina 


Warn Fulton had left the sent dining room 
Coisand tuned to the mantelpiese and gazed long 
upon. the face of his beloved. 

They were fealtnes tq reward study, sweet with . 
records and with promuses, $< 5 

“My helpful darling is she thinking of me now?!” 

And she was, as she snuggled into her berth, on het 
fist night within the Indian Owan, * 

The Resident pressed the glass Of the photograph 
to his lips. 

Ife did not oxactly think the Tord that be was 
not as that man. But he did say {o himeelf. | 

“ Wow much more wholesome is my English love 
than affairs hke those of Suthevlang, of Bartram 
Stuart, and of this doctor fellow! IT Won't adinil 
that he has spoiled my evening altogether.’ 

Me sat down resolutely in a good light eae] apener 
the refractory, the rocky waltinus of Kedaeitd. = 

Corsand was, as he had boited, hiad-headed 
He had pushed through much bal stoff ps, sheer 
motive power, but never inything like this? Te lac 
taken the book out of the station library, in his awr 
compound, because his attention had been draw: 
to Tindu Gods -by the case of hitle Yanumai—, 

The one good sentonce, by Southey, 1 the dnubl 
volume was thist ‘No figures can be imagined 
moe anti-picturesque, and Jess pesticnl, than the 

143 
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mythological peisonages of Li¢ Bramins,””— Corsand 
quite admitted this initial distdvautage df anyone 
seoking inspuation among th: Cindu duuhes. “The 
inlelhgible forms of ancient poets “are not thera, 
Defimiion and comeliness are enbrely lacking. 

None the less, Senthey need not heve done so 
desperately it as this, or he muyhl have left the 
subject alone. ' ‘ 

"4 nover did in all my fife!’ cried Corsandy 
giowng angiy. “ Belween the two, they have 
spolled my evening ” 

Sull he read obstinalely on, delaummed to finish 
at leas}, the textr 

“J never did read such drivel, such sawdust 

«These choppy lines, to calfhemselves versa | ‘They 
“nfigltt pass, if there were any mchness of thought, 
any aimosphere, any poetical feeling! In these 
tlfousands of les there is noth'ng lolurable except 
a humdrum account of a pagoda, and the passaga, 
on love, which F could imp‘ove when I chink of 
Agnes The very idea of a Uindu heroine named 
Eifenia! Of course she is nebulous and without 
charm Hor situation is a wee bit hke that alleged 
of Belly Stuart, Brit could not one have done better 
than thjs in the freshness of the thought of India, 
which had"intoxtcated Burke? Better had Southey 
wiltten of Clive and the conquest of India, better of 
poy full-blooded Indian---L ad mit they are nok man 
but Akbar, ox Shivaji, or even Hyder! Na, 
He say thal, for he would spol any sub- 
ject "ar « a 

In JLe’silence tha. followed, the trained mind was 
gunding through, the last section or two of the 
ee epic Mey wore almost without incaning 
orsand felt much as the mill must feel without 
grist to work upon | 

Ho iead oul thé last’ two links with grotesque 
intonation : 
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And in the Swarga, in Yedtiilan’s bower, 
Ail whom fe love fhe mot, to part ty ere 

“© bleating émptiness, summing Wi th whole ! 
Go to the limbo of unbaptined Iihea 1" 

He flung tho slodgy volume fur aut of the ppen 
window inlo the night now dipping with rain, 
There it lay in congemal slushiness Ulla Residency 

con in seatlet picked tl up the nest day and cured 
4t to the Hhary There the bhrufan, a se fily- 
stepping Babn who loved (he outsides of bis books 
(as Southey dx) painstiney dhied iin the seanty 
sun and over a bragier of gharcoal, Ue gaan} re 

roachfully af Comsand ont of his {limi brawn eyes 
‘or some days without daring to sty a wold an 
ordmary subscriber woul have been taicd for stitch 
mistreatment of a book. 

“ Tlow publishors can continue (0 ceprait Sonthey 
among the British qoets 1!" was Comoe’ thought 
as ho stumbled into bed. “ Only ave snore days 
here, and six nights, before Tatar. to meet Agnes,” 

MWe had not read Southey’s Letters, whieh he was 
aware that some acdmied Ile felt sure that he 
would hate them as much as Macaulay did, 

Nor had he read the extensive noves ta Zhe Ct. se 
of Kehama, at the back of cach volume’ ‘These aye 
less bad than the vege, af only os having heen 
wiillen ry others. Yet they suffer fone henys 
oxtiacted amind anogant and pedantic heyand 
measina Theye ate a revelations ity @ haw Tittle 
accurale knowledge of Dndia thet been aCiained it 
century ago, The face of pieturcaque Edie wan well 
Unstrated by European natis.s long befere the 
religion and the history of the people had so bron by 
scholars, Two of the best Anglo-Indian writers in 
the first decade of the nineteenth century, the genial 
Colonel Mark Wilks of Mysore and of St. felena, 
ind Scott's friewd, lhe glowiig Leyden, had to 
sonduct their rescarches in tho fage of a diftculty 
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which is now negligible, if it exists, This was the 
systematic effort of their Iindu cachers to baffle 
them, to keep thenolf,thegfacts and to teach tiem 
wrongly in the name of religion, 

The value of the notes to Ke/ama is therefore 
limited by the death of authaites who have 
survived as such = Yet miacgacd to a grea outward 
institution like the temple girls [he testimony of 
two Or thiee centunics ago is as stiking as Uhat of* 
to-day, 


Shiva, the destroyer, the Unrd but the outstanding 
deity in the Hindu triad, who more und mote appears 
as tho enemy, is naught to fook at Ile is described 
‘incthe Puranas as “ wandering abo it surrounded b 
hosts and goblins, mebuated, naked, and with 
dishevelled hair, covered with the ashes of a funeral 
pile, ornamented with human skulls and bonesw 
sometimes laughifig and sometnies crying” Lis 
body is usually of a white or silver colonr,*and 
‘ differs from the human cluefly in the head and 
arms, Instead of one head he has mote often five, 
eath of them with athird eye m tlhe forehead, His 
asms vary i ati tosix In his hands he usually 
holds a tritent, one or more human heads, a cup 
supposed to contain human hlood, and a sword or 
some othes instrument of destruction, Thus ren- 
dored, fantastic, and, strange to say, feminine, rather 
than terriNe, Shiva may bo secn in idols at ihe 
Brilish-Museum, and in more than half the homes 
of India « 

Each pee Tindu god has a favourite vahan, 
or vehicle, that he rides upon. Shiva's sleed is the 
zebu or neat little humped white bullock of India, 

he bull Nard thus is called, and ig shown seated on 
the ground, thus avoiding the duffiicully of the legs. 
Very pleasant images of Nandi, in shining granite, 
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are a‘common sight in and about temples to which 
Europeans may penetrate The bovine ¢apression 
1a far better rendered than the human or divine. 
Dr Wilson, the famous missionary in Bombay, who 
hiked hig solomn joke, often Iiid his land apo such 
a recumbent bull, remarking: Si fansit gloria 
Nand. ? 

Shiva is occnsidnally mounted on his vahin, 
-yhilo lis wife sils on his knee Te as soni times 
shown with matted hair ike a rehgiour mend ant 
asking alms, or sealed as if ip prctonmd thyughet, 
The heaven is Kailas, one of Ube moat stupendous 
summits of the Tunalaya, where he is 1 thioned.on 
the edge of a yawning gulf among t tera snows and 

Jaciers. Karlasvasi, a dweller there, as a cuphenism 
‘or “ deceased " oa 

Tt is Shiva’s wife who has ughtly ons thow and 
and three names, none pleasant to dwt vapor 
Parvati, one of them, ts at teitst borage. sy ratte as 
of itmocent Ifindn women in ery generation, 
Every association of physical horror is accumulated 
about this goddess in a way which would seem to 
show a fundamental lack of taste, 

Shiva 1s the god of lust merely, on this side’ ef 
things The god of love, m any levaled ar ideabs 
senso, is Kama, who has ne temple Lie ate 
spiriled images of him, wilh asc of tara, diawings 
us bow, while seated upon his steed, thy tory ar 
parrot. The name of ann ms embalmed inthe 
nost transcendent collection of Jove lyrics over 
somposed by a Iinepean in Indin, 


"How entirely chanung a woman imay be at 
hinty-thieo, whether a gitlor a mather.” * 

This was Colonel Little's fequent reflection ane 
omark as he gazed at Mv. Cursand's betrothed. 

He wished that She were Uis ;eand oftn said yo 
u his charming way, where Ute twinkling eyes 
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and the tone of persiflage could pass off* mos), 
things ° 
Miss Giant allowed him to hang over her and to 
talk to her like a father very much in love — Ile had 
kept this attitude from the beginning of the voyage, 
and ducing three weeks had held tho youngsters 
aloof simply by being 2 mae amusing companion 
Tdward Lituler was no arity colon, but a 
“yt-box,” who by luck or merit had during twvontye~ 
odd years been Civil Surgeon in a number of the 
most famous cities of Northern India, The ap- 
poiniments wore good, with exceptional ch unces for 
puvate practice He had mide the utmost use of 
these, helped out by a manner the secret of which 
consisted largely in being always merry, and makin 
riueh of lug interlocutor © Polish there was withal, 
in-ulterance and in person everybody had liked 
kattlor, as captain, major, colonel, Ho was probably 
a good docinr, for the standard 1s high in the.Indian 
Medical Seivicom No one doubted that he was an 
honourable good fellow. rs 
Ile had not suffered from the tragical lack in most 
Anglo-Indian lives, that of tolerable company, 
Fadeed he had met, and won, most of the celebrities 
-who had *passed through the great cities of India 
during te"erdi decades. His wits had had no need 
to get moss-giown, A trifler Littler inevilably was, 
to some extent. ‘ Where tho bee sucks, there suck 
SI" This was true of the affections as woll as of the 
intellec/,, He had nover spoiled his looks by undue 
apphcition, in climates unsulted to digging, erther 
to the literature of the past or to the medicine of the 
futufe. Nor had he been able t> contemplate, until 
this voyage, suth a thing as lying himself to a 
fmge heart. « 
e who had been slender though never tall was 
now undenfably tubby in his* pretty grey suit, 
with his carefully tended plump hands, At filty 
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ne was getting bald, while the mustachins in a 
vigorous face were becomingly white, “this var 
Littler’s last term of cervice in India, his hone main 
following the rm home — THe had at leat shown hin 
medical capacity by keeping binvelf alwaya fn 
admirable heath. Tle was youn, for hie sages, wath 
possibly the happmess of his life before bra, 
Such was tle squire who tucked an (ue yy bent 
~~» Miss Grant when she had cone on dech alc bhak 
fast. Torin that Monsoon atmosphere t) ssa was 
hidden though no ram fell, and the ait was fesh, 
A steady breeze, commye alb the way from tle Cape 
of Storms, blew behind them and 40 the «tagbetrd. 
The slow steuuship Makrya, such aw cre as the 
knowing often pref had entered the Indiin O © in 
the day before, and would yet be neuly a teak 
reaching Bombay . 
“OR this, 2 least, no yore can depeve nue’? 
lapel Littler was discreetly niurmtin. "Hat 
after the voyage Pdon't sco wher") come on.” 
“ Iefear you do not come in at all, dear colone}” 
Tle looked tragical, sv far as was possible with eyes 
sti] dancing x 7 
"Not al the swagger wedding dn the Cathedral By 
the Bishop to-day woek 2? 1 could be degntentet 
with the humblest function, Yes, (hou t would 
break my heart to de so, ] would even be wallunye to 
give you away.” s 
“So you have said) duly, avhen tot pros 
posing.” a* 
“ Love's diving self-ulnegation ” ™ 
Misa Grant smiled withcul amweaing, shawing 
dehcious dunples in both full, smpoth cheeks. [it 
much pipe to the, point it i WOLKI cin 
‘ 4 ‘ 
Littler gazed in adn iiation. Miss Yiant was 
susceptible to a neat turn in’speech, and this wag his 
occasional reward 
I 
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“ Tlow charming a gil may he af the age which 
you absurdly give yor (7 

Agnes Grint still Jookcd 1 pitt She had. regular 
featu es, with the e-cendal comeliness that is not 
impaired by years Ter ch veter bad alse heiped 
do make such a face Tore there was not the 
mawkishness implied in a sere woman — “Lhere wag 
positavely o blue gleam at times abont Miss Grant, 
when her eyes answerel to fhe foueh of blue 
which she liked to have vbont her cdresy, Ver the 
rest she would have been called dirk, a frequent 
Devonshire type, chiefly heeause of her ringleted, 
hair. © ig 

Corsand was quite wong about that hai Tt need 
mot have any grey in i Afor these twenty years, 
Brack il looked in certain lighfs bul more offen an 
admirable brown. Of any shade, it was a crown of 
glory T'rom earliest childhood* Agnes, as she well 
knew, had thrown the most hewilching shalowgn. 
and silhouettes from a candle, upon the wall, Ter 
father, and vfter him several o(hers, had maintained 
that it was impossible for her, at any angle, to cast 
an émage whieh was not charming, too quickly 
yanishing., Nothing; could mnake her hair lie quite 
Smooth», aomatingos i¢ curd more than at other 
times Tt always about the cas, ot over the 
shapely brow, were filthy convolutions alfogether like - 
a wedding ring, 

Agnes was not a cl¢va wom, Bul she had 
lived with’ a fow clever men, including her father, 
So she lafttw quite cnogh not tu profess to be 
remarkable in any improbable way of her own, 
She had lived with men ruher moro than with 
women, in the charge of Aer father’s rectory, which 
she had held during most purt of her fifo, This had 
made her bit the mora feminine. She liked it best 
this way And even the frumps, male and female, 
who made a artat part of her acquaintance. had a 
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tender liking for Miss Grant, She had the sheet 
gense to See thal men are only antigonined by sell- 
will in‘a woman, who can live a far hetter time 
mm life by making them pair Thete was nothing of 
smartness about her 

“So you will not cven lel me give you away 1" 
Colonel Little: bazan agen 

“T do not soe how J ean, The Archdeavonds to 

“give me away, Me, Corsand has ananged every- 
thing.” 

“Trust Iam for that Mi. Corsand he blowed 
They have things too much thei own way in, his 
service, they we too fond of dianging? ove y- 
thing.” os 

A smile of comprehefsion, without distoyglty, ' 
was jus reward « 

“Vou recognise (he tut, Mass Giant?! ’ 

 Jobn and J are fot acqeaumtanecs of yesterday.” 
won! det YOU aye n¢ i Ai sat, gf DOWIE a OTN 
tache with somewhat less than soctal preuccupation, 

To himself he was thinking. * 

“What a wile she would make £1 me She's tao 
old for Corsand, but just the right age for Ine, 
Heavy-jawed, quick-Inained men who yomp inte, 
tho Civil through compelitive chamna lig, they 
leave no chance to SAS body ee in Indi Men of 
no family, often as not. John Comand, now, used 
to clean knives in Mr. Grant’s house, Ut lie wage 
asked ito the stfidy,” i . ‘ 

Littler belicved this, Nothing that Miss Guint 
had said tS lim regarding ealy intact yith her 
betrothed had appeased to contradict ats nde would 
the difference, perhaps, have deen worth explaining, 
It was the Jegond fiom one mid of Ina l> the ete 
about the most mifingyjunior member of ths Bombay* 
Civil Service, an exaggeratipn dye to the muitary 
jealousy of brains. 

“What are you thinking, Colonel Lattlor ? ” 
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« Tlow the Civilians get all the plums, the protticst 
rirlg and the latlest posts. There’s one of them just 
been appointed head of the Bo nbay police Unless 
he’s a fieaven-hora policentim, wiitt Gin le know 
of the yob ? Yet iUs im the Cevannt, nol of Abia- 
ham but a more mipoertant one, by which all posi-~ 
ions above & cerlaul vale yo, @ the Civilans, 
L will say this for taem, though,” x novously, 
« they work hud much harder (ean 1 do . 

Om sure yoru Wong, yoursell,” 

“No I don’t. Fucver could anng And they're 
muggers in the In. yours manying mio, You 
don't know, do you, that mugger is ot Indian word 
for crocodile ?” 

*  Mjss Grant, who did ttnow a5 much as. that, 
smiled, as she was desued, at the image of the long. 
growled monsters 

Exposed to sudden acath, fo | but then we all 
are that in fhdiy, So Corstnd has CUTAN El TROT Phe, 
thmg about the wedding Who are the brides. 
maids?” . 

“T renlly don’t know ; friends of John or of the 
Wiittons’ . 

“Tum } You'd better, make sure which. A 

ride ofybeiderin Wd in Indiv if country horn, ma 
not even be kissed by the giver away | Don't 
know these weddings Next Saturday it 15 Lo be, 
sand I outCof it.’ 

“Tin suce you'd be Welcome if You cared to slay 
over a day on youn way to the North, Jolin will be 
interCigdmo mec t one who has taken suck good cao 
of ne on the voyage.” 

Wille? Na, many thanks, Vl take my broken 
heart with mofby the Puajab express. ‘The a range- 
‘monis you ontlino do not atlvact”me, sive for one 


figure, Stuffy; and, if I may. say 80, ecclosias- 


cal. 
“ Don’t say that, since it’s my one wedding.” 


- 
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«F shouldn't. Yet Ican see and hear it all, An 
Indian wrehidiaconate is a little thing, T lidivve you 
don’t know Mr Wilton? Bombay doesn't rim to a 
Dean, The dandy Bishop, who performs, wil 
scatter his blessings with a Hutter Ing moucn, te now 
his sapplure ring. ‘The voice that Ineathed o’er 
Eden,’ will be intoned hy a more or loss dingy choir, 
A photograph of the matuage puty or perhaps 
mote than one, sceing Le ica Civilian will appear 
in the best Whistraled paper 1 know ” 

“You are unkind ” 

“T don’t mean to be Vor this will not be one 
of the smug groups, showing ashizhly ergdituble 
kincied, from up couniy, J don't donbt that 
Lord Chilhngham, the Governor, will be contained, 
in it, ah 

“Tcan’t say John will urange Using’ 

“Of course, in the T indsc mest way possible * I 

ol 2 eaves Kanhala on ‘dhusday, for onr 
arrival the neat moiing Smfll people in lily 
State are much coneened jn the wedding of their 
Resident ‘You will have to return with Pim untler 
arches of traunph, ‘God bless aur Residentt’ 
Lucky if you don’t get ‘Wekume to, our Reb 
dentess,’" ae ex “ 

"fven that I would stand for tad food will 
express, and for Jolin's suk,’ 

‘OF conrse you would, Miss Guint; aim it’s 4 
shame for me to try fo Rightaw or depress you, 
And for the sake af. (he position in life.* [8 no 
little thing lo be Residentess in Kanha. 

‘Lhis Loo Agnes knew, She had waited {4 if walil 
her father no longer needed ier, ovpr bow many runs 
to England of her lover! , 

“ And the bogt pgrt of it,” 7 itder continued, "is 
that the position 15 inherent in Gorsand, Te 
carries it with him whefe hd gees. Not many 
young men could resent being given charge at 


> 
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Kanhala simply because Wf nterruptled something 
better ” : 

The situation was mol row to her, Wer heart 
had ils own deep salifievien, mingled with recent 
grief, Bul she said nothing knowing by Nappy 
fustinct how much detler a Wate is Tked Hie 
talking less rather Uhin more, 

“So L must congiatuhute you,” he sud, magnon 
mousty, “ You are in the keeping of v strong, good 
man. ‘This voyage wil not cad hke so many to 
India,” 

Why, how 19 thet ? 7. 

"To Wierd des caresses? A Vrench wirter has 
lampooncd the P. and QO, andes (hat name But 
withoul hun, the Engl sh di], gome out to marr 
the man she has not scen for an age, is famous for 
charging her mind on the way [thas become 9 
commonplace in Anglo-Lndam life. “Tho fe man, * 
in Ins slakion up country, pelling hunsel nlorather 
ordermy suits, sepanimg his bungalow  journeyiig 
down to Bombay to meet lus bride, while (Ee station 
oxlfausts itself in provinerl prep ur ions, When he 
hoaagls the steamer, she tells him, or has him teld, 
that there is hay inciis hair, and that, m short, she 
tras found heftor an or dne bettor feathered, on 
the voyigd?? 

* Bow unthinkably cruel 1” 

“Not afall, Uncommonly censuble, if sho thinks 
8. Tassure you, it har Aappened en most voyages, 
not excopling this ane | But you have nol found a 
bella epany than Corsand, have you?” 

“Corteinly not " she answered with a mery 
waugh, yet decinive ly, 

“Then I scem ‘to be oul of {L" he persisted wilh 
the drollery, the light touch which aaved the gitta- 
lion“ Yateheliove me that ere is a beter man 
Yboard who 1s in ‘love rwith yolk, though youth, 
Aanding, old acquaintance are all on the other stdo, 
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Suclt is lus devotion, that he is even willing ta play 
second fiddle. Remomber that in the North hes fs 
weuing out his heart for you." 

“ Your shadow will never he legs, colonel.” 

“ Unkind, could you wish it?” 

Then, caging away Lo a group by the rails which 
he had been wishing to jom, lie erooned in a voice 
for her benefit onby . 


Tarewel fuewll fi tnesl 
Thsi vessol never boo 

do fara ady on ite de Ie, 
Nor danced se light befaws « 
Alng for pla me of the a4, 
And smow cn tie rhorm ¢ 

‘Khe snl that ble t one lover a hea 
Has bi ken mapy mou 


The vessel thal bore them wis tying lo cave goal, 
rather than dincnyy lghtly over the tndum Ocean, 
Ther sa favouring wind nothiag fess than the 
edge of Lhe Monsoon which swephara iad the whale 
of Afica, ft was aiefteshinent after (he uneqnalled 
stuffiness of the Red Sea, Lt gave ventilation tothe 
engines ; and broke the surface of an often stagnant 
sea into all sorts of glad lide waves” "* 

A liberalising and enlarging yilucnca, in Anglg~ 
Indian lives where many influences Lethe mle 
way, is the hubit of frequent voyages. Of course 
itis possible tu carry your own mitiownes with) you, 
as many do, like Uke personal uit whith extends 
for aboul two fect in every die lion outgile each 
individual. Some cin no mere cast it of than they 
can their mental limitations, or (het! smfkiotivs, 
Yet, other things being equal, it fs mutch ta be 
familiar with greal winds and seas and distances, 
to know at Ieagt the cows of strange Lunds, te be 
able to sluft continents as those at, home shift 
coutitics, a x a 

The group which Littler joined was watching the 
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last cape of Africa as if aded into the woolly oud 
wraith, 

igs Good-bye and good riddance 1? 4 ud a meniher 
of the Indian due ition il Service," Always 
soncthing new from Afiiea’ the Romans used to 
say. ‘And never anything good,’ they might have 
added, We could s.y the same, dating the fifteen 
hundred years following than, and knowin sides of 
Africa of which the Romans never dreamed But 
never a good thing cane oat of the Dick Continent 
Of comse L bar materi) woth like (lamondg or 
gold, which once torn out of the soil leave it damne. 
der Uan ever” , 

“Phat is a wholesale indictment of a continent,” 
qematked another, “Siyvethat Ue nepiesses do 
“nob adiract you, that the air of Ahica would quickly 
make you ill, the sun smite you,” 

HI should think it would t Ao stioll ashore at 
Port Sat is enough ‘there i» no such Viclos, on 
deadly sun in all Andia,’ ’ ; 

“Tdaresay not ‘the Indian glace is enough for 
me? 

“T understand that it is nothing to that of Africa, 
even’ in paris fur enough from the equator, ‘Take 
South Africa, ows At tite, there scems to be 
nothing fet! hin a crag» among Htcrary neurotics, 
who have perhaps escaped douh hy consumption 
thore, to crack up tts bitter chai, 1s tiapproach 
ole delight of thin ai and squalon and ar It 
requites anitinuon, Take the glare in particular, 
Tnilia las pyenty, even m the Monsoon, compared Lo 
the ibn gl lof England. But at Johannesburg, 
with its clevation, there is a sort of glare which lasts 
through the twonty-Sonr hours. Lt seems that you 
can never have the comfort of true darkness A 
siffering woman who as lived*there has told me 
of something like a white dight thrdugbout the night, 
which used to get bebud her eyelids, so that ‘sho 
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conld not escape from it even by shutting her 
eyes, on 

“T should think there was a pitient for yon, 
colonel What would you say of such a thing ?” 

“That it was no fancy,” answered Litter, “ but 

enuine suffermg on the part of one most infor tunate 

ears in Tngland may not be cnougs to restore her 
completely, A considerable proportion of my cases 
come fiom glare, or hom Cie stn, even m Audi, 
tam thankful to have no expcsience of Africa, 
which is far worse in very respect.” 

“Vea heal" eried the educationalist, who 
seomed to have a personal grydge againnt. the 
vanishing contment “TT dowt hold with dy 
oriente lux There was ppver such (oish, af least far 
modein times. Yet Asta as a gentigna) of a ecmie” 
nent compared to Afiea — Lts people have fe vbares, 
tis climates ate Inynan, its past lac some heitory, 
Morena AN ocean saparaes the two! 

t this momem. a hte gal of eght ran up to the 
raup, seming her father by the hand, Mary 
Haiding had hazel eyes with long lashes, a conzuly 

lite face which was now much aniinuted, 

“Oh, papa,” shesan], “comeand ste the hte beat 
which is trying to joiuvs!" , ’ * 

“ Nonsense: (here’s nothing of Ut kAyh” 

“Vos thar is, just under us. Come and sro} 
Oh, do come " the cried in her excttewent 

“TH come with you, Mary,” syd Colodel Liiders 
faking her hand a 

Th another minute everybody, including the ship's 
officers, had seen what the bright-eyad hid had 
been the first to see, . 

An Arab dhow, running north; had grappled to 
them. ‘ a 
Most of tha passtngers were by thisatime leanitig 
over Che starboard rail, scoing what Uacy could, 

“T saw them first,” Glahmod May. 
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“So you did, dear, ond deserve a reward for 
1 7” 

The steama had not stapped, but was raning 
onathalfspecd. Par below het, hookcd (o her side, 
and making a grat splishiag of loin as she wag 
dragged along at unaccustomed specd, wis a small 
Arab dhiow, 

The passengers from anether world looked down 
ward wih amazement inte this mierocosm, 

Tt was a hollow ship of no length, yet such ag 
used merily to cross the Indian Qce in in the (lays 
of the Portuguese and the Dutoh discoverers, prow 
bably in the days of the Roman Empire and 
earher,‘ 

Tt was of fantastic and gl(gant shape, lacquered 
around the outside tim in a strange patlaiaimg, upon 
whieh expensé had not bean sparccl Most of ‘the 
space scomad to be occupied yy gy leg-ot-mutton saul, 


stil bellying with the wind, bud ttset “eA the 
stern wis a cabuy about the size ef a table, ott 
which pecped several dusky childien wath ¢arreel, 
feaanes. There were abeut a dozen people aboad 
all told 

ACOut of walter aye they?” Che passengers of the 
Malaya began pskiny. “Ce y must have-had some 
good redws, © Yes, that ig ab” 

With much quickness, «4 if such happenings were 
not allogelher unknown, two small burels of witer 
“vere lowered injo the how. ‘Lhen, before one 
knew whal was up, efor amore Chan two or three 
of the passengers iad bad (fine te drop some siiall 
silver towh lo the chilhen, the grapplings were 
releasd, and the dhow fell off from the sleamer, 
Volublo, guttural protestations of gratitude ec ime up 
from below. ‘There had deen a vision of Araby m 
ffowing robes not quite white, bf a woman or two 
veiled even there.s Thon all was hidden behind 
the high sides of the dhow, wilh its Jacqueung im 
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greett and 1¢d, ils disproportionately tall prow and 
stern, 9 

“So it’s all over ‘i 

“ Whal a glimpse into a life we can never know | 

“J don’t Chink P’d cae to know it much beter, 
with those hateful figures of veiled women |” 

No, they are corpselike, aren't they? ‘To think 
that from them, aad from their persistent silliness m 
this matter, came the veiling of Indian wainen 
wherever it is known |” 

“Tt is a far cry from Arabia to India, yot it lias 
carried,” ' 

“J wonder whether there are gny looks behind 
those veils? I dawht it.” 7 

“Vou do well to” 

“The kiddies were nol so pictty ao Tpdian 
children ; yet an advance on pickaniniies "5 

“What a pest fhe Arabs have been in’ work 
history... ihe professor, thedispenser of information, 
Wil saying, “ Yos, boats hke thabdhe w have freely 
ciossed this ocean for two thousand years and mare. 
These are the seas, and that is very nearly the slap, 
of Captain Sindbad, Within a hundred years such 
vessals crossed the equator ip tite conquest of 
Zanzibar.’ There is some romanga apouk Unt, eh & 
Yet the Arabs are no goad save aga iniggers, 
If you must havo an Asintic land, give me India. 
There is n constant traffic in such dhe ws from east 
to west, Tow the spirit of hasbeen rendered a. 
a snatch by Kipling! Yes, I knew the, wonderful 
boy in Lahore, Jn my youth | alse kyew ficorge 
Meredith at Box [hl MWe used to suy “hal those 
mottoes to the Plain Yates have more of the Spirit 
and the sound of the old English ballid than any- 
thing olse thal sas been Wuitten in mofern times, 
Listen to Lins, of whitch we have just bean reminded, 
but which even itland wilhsometimes haunt me for 
weaks by the mere magic of its soynds,” 


» 
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Ho woukl have hiked to (ie aff tus hat. “With 
intense enyoyment, for hie was po essor who fol 
he repeated : , 


thoy dun eed yy ome a and 
Thot ttoh oto oft 
Ley ted ben th g wean, Te at 
Tat Vad trem 40 ay tras 
Gpiit of Pie whersea Unga alt toa, 
AM wart Hip ht of teed in a by eu cya 


CUAPTER VII 


Cold and pme asmididen wo Das thy comely id af the te nple, 
Whe the ¢ondy of ine ns litte |, ” 
Whore the corr ste thede fr ystaue , 

Tolling of Un 1 c& my rors 

Md Lehiid the vil of tin 


But the miuden f ued do enter, wh 1e tha cur ving awiyed, and 
Palle wert, yg 

Where the aotnd of must, teal 

Wheio the sigls of teve woos tle 

In the bliss of rcs myo a 4, 


hd behind the vel of Tatu 
Lyre Par fle 


' 
Qu, tharome night that Cuban set off for Ginga, 
but some half a dozen hows eadics, while (here was 
still light, an unpretentious native velucle left 
Kanhala for the same destination. a 
This was but a tonga, and ong, whch rattled 
ainfully, though it had to be strong for its purpost's, 
£18 as woll that natives seldons aim, afgemiurtnessy 
since it is almost impossible for them td attain it 
This vehicle Jacked paint, aud the ponics aerate 
grooming, The top, for thers was org, Uhomgh 
Iutopoans prelae lo hive this renoved when theru’ 
18 no fear of the sun, gaped for lack of merding, as 
did the ewshions — The dtiver was a wie spgeiaten, 
whose turban ond few backwards at limps Ip the 
face of the occupant behind, snd who leaned over 
his team, hissmg and whistling to (hem, in ways 
which no Luropean would have endurcd Yet the 
master, who sat on the back seat, couldshave hougltt 
up Edgar Fulton how mnavy times over | 
He did not sit as a European would, though that 
Iq 
‘ 
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is always awkward cu the hind seat of a tonga 
Rather, he lay out along the seat so far as 4paco 
pe miticd with be knees pa the tie and bas lelCaun 
over tle little back pices to give hunself at grip 
agaist thy ffs. TO We Cee taal paltieat and 
comfor{ le position lo could adept, ithe had to hg 
belund, as the due helanciig of Ue (wo-wheoled 
vehicle rather required, 

10s draperics, doa thattered an the aa, showin 
hairy brown legs and bare feet. os to he honed 
that Une logas of the Romans were more digmfed , 
they wore at least net 4 ce tton 

Wamin Saigliy was an okt flow af sixty, an 
ago Neyond that usually attuned in India Bis 

eface was wrinkled like «rus et apple which it some. 

what approached in calom, bemg net at all dark 
Tt was no more than moderately bud on griping in 
expression, Ue had rot fed himsclf shaved for 
several days, Tis gicy ponthouse eyebrowesesarded 
keen brown eyes Which were now faded, Across his 
forehead was pamted, m sticky yellow and red pamt 
thd sign of the god he worsapped, though as ne 
specialist o1 devolee ‘The symbol, two or three 
inthes wide, was not anliky @ Mallese cross, but 
with bulgin's, ¢uvel members, 

Wanmanrao was a Bialinin, Sleepy and waking 
he cried about with him that consoling conscious. 
esa. Ile -was not as other men, evon of the only 
faith. fe hack heen exeated fiom the head of 
Brahma,*all others ford some less noble part. We 
was 0 BMauaého Brahiuin, an expression which i has 
been wbsmary accmpted ww probibit, meting a 
Brahmin of the Maratha cotntryside and speaking 
the Marathi language, even here where Maharashtra 

> ryns down mito Dravida, where theharsh Canarese 

is lugoly spoken and many complexions ae of a 
diabolic blackness. : 

But that was a¢ much as Wamanrao was, or would 
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have caved to bo = Ho was not a prisslly Liahmin, 
therefore dot of the sacrasanet sort. Indeed, he Tad 
his opinion of the temple priests, Yet ha was not 
entirely a secular Bralimin cither, driven to ceik- 
ships aud the like for a living If. was fist the 
right medium. There is a class of holy nen in the 
Deccan called gosans, ‘They oppressed the Jand 
while they could do so, but penetally in count ction 
with their oceupnation as ban cers ‘ 

In moda days many gosais have chopped the 
hobuoss, but stuck to the banking when they could, 
Waminao’s family was among the more forlunale. 
Beginning as nommal mendicants, they werd estab- 
lished as bankers and geacral agents in Kanhalke. 
It was on no greal seale, Yor Bralimins hive not 04a 
rule shong commercial talents Yet they were 
proud of the comhinavion bs 

Wamanrao was net the head of his family so much 
ag_ite enoal experienccd inembar and its servant, 
That is one result, an unselfish dne of the joint 
nat system, Jt was nearly time for him to 
shuffle off the cares of this world and to retire 
meditation or uleness. In his hotayouth he bad 
often taken this tonga drive, through the long night, 
to Lingam for the usual purposes 1 Nriy lie was" 
withered, his fires were spent, he no longer cared for 
such things while sanctioning them in his juniias. 
He had married grandehildten, some yof them 
poet or Tindu Jife issthus divikd, met un- 

ecomingly, into sections, with varying dybbs, 

The guizaled old follow was journeying do Lingam, 
afier a long interval, for perhaps tho ‘ast gine, Tt 
was in order 10 rid Iiiself, if not the family firm, of 
the wre of his secular charges. Te was not sorry, 
though a was no by his express wish that Uris hid 
come about. He was summoned to Lingam to give 
account of his stewardslup &t the whim of a woinan 
whom he could not respect, 


144. THE BRIDE OF SUIVA 


He was not afiaid ta deliver chine. Waunamao 
had ben talerately henest in tus asin de ssey 
buses fais Hee omight jack and steal with 
maverot iw, bit fer tee nest part hes wwe hands 
wore devote Life the arte ot lus chants, Ths 
romsornes, for he de udedly lad one, did not ae. 
yoneh dia, Ue had net cheated incre than a 
Wit the half dozen yea san whist h be had managed 
the properly of Betty S aul. 

He auld that he wonkd have been jastifed in 
cheating much mare he sometimes wished that he 
Had, for Che henelit of lias faanily end dies hid For 
the Stats wore uot like any othet clients Wamans 
rao laid kept ese ntnd Path me dealings both wah 
Moslems and with Clintivas yet mor adieu The 
absadu(e mereantile honesty reported of the Chinese 
js trot found an Todi perhaps tor deck of talent, 
But, as things yo, Waimimiao had been more honest 
than he necd have been me 

‘The Stunts, sitce Bartrand Stuart's death, wote 
neither one thing nor the other Vennbai id her 
daughler had not hid the steadiness ta remain go} 

coOple in then,pesition ue fortimate if they have, 

BL, having becn quite ley allycstablished by General 
Stuart e fhrpuains, oa cedpnised standing as (hat 
of the thlets of the lund, they liad given it up and 
weird wiigeling to get Dick jute Tinduisin, They 
had thus,no copmmuity behind than te protect 
Ahem, no conncelion, po burkyround ; and were 
four pry ip all, 

Raven pushed wu ee to the utmost,! 
Waman Sanglay was thinking, “and might have 
tuned a fow more thomeands of rupees withont any 
tlacé appeaung. But neyer mind, sinee it 16 all for 
the benelit of Mahadeo, “Tlnet ig the ove tang I like 
about Vena, a woman 1 never cared for, But 
her devotion to the gadris to be“canunended, with 
her determination to make over to the temples the 
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daughter and the fortime which came ta her fron 
the Teringhi husband for whom she deserted us 
To be sure, sho 1s not goihg about it he right way 
She 1s premature, in her haste to he restored to he 
caste. That 1s 50 like a woman. IT have brough 
the inventory of the property, in the foym of a dee 
of gift from Nilabaj to the Lingam temples J hac 
todo as ordered, and will make my eltent pay (higuyd 
her nose for her eagerness Nilabar may sign (hb 
at her mothor’s biddiig, but it is legally vert whale 
she 15 @ mmor— Tlowever, (hat ty none of my 
business + T dist ke going iitto the house of Uiese 
defiled ones, What J cannct forgive in Ventbar it 
the way in which she abindoned an honowabh 
profession and the scrvice"of the god to hve with ny 
actually to eaé with (fangh ) a white man. thy 
danghtor 1s but a mixture, a Contammation, thoury 
a strappng gol at LT understaud, Mother and 
daneliter are alikagdefiled ' - 

The last word, refering to merely ceremonial 
matters, 15 one which Thindus can use will yncqualled 
offensivencss. Yet Wamanrao was haidly a bigot, 
only an ordinary orthodox Brahmin® "y 

o he drove though, the mgt, on a journey 
which would have exhausted mahy. vk did not 
watch the constellations swinging overhead, for the 
very good reason that not only the tery. top but 
the Monsoon clouds intervened, Soriedimes he 
nodded off between the joll8; for it almost, seems 
as if the natives can snatch their sleep like @he birds. 

Wamanao was lean, unlike many jfosptrous 
Brahmins. As he was cairied into the jutiglet he 
was not thinking principally of money. That is nol 
the Brahmin genius ; nor dial he love monoy unduly, 
with what it c&n putchase, Vor that matter, 
Hindus far richer offen have little enough in their 
outward circumstances to distinguish them from the 
decent poor. 

K 
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Tastead, Ween anata spent a good part of the mgbt 
thinking of the heavanof Shiva Koala. dnd of how 
he woul ts dew thet there tr due tir yet hy no 
meer al dated! detuh wha hoa he near” Tg 
had fast tec nphd the cycle of births, Hoe had 
conmdenables belefoin his own ment accunulated 
Chrongh sneresive ives, which would finally bum) 
him to blysfalah erpdon in (he deity. Whit wold 
his next bith bey a question which curtously 
“voinates sone Eines Ola Woareantaa lead no 
rewon fo thin dal ae wonld po downward dn the 
seule of exbtence We de werved to be bon to, 
sometung Cvent better (sphitually) thin this fe, 
which was getting to wem very dreamlike at times 

‘Chey covered the Unfty tiles of good roads 
ahd, at a different rate, the (hirty odd miles of bad 
goad. Natives seldont toed to ge through fram the 
capital town to the sarged ows in Jess than a round 
dozen of hous, whieh was considered 40 be doing 
very well, Vary offen they allowed fifteen or gixe 
tpon home, at the race of font males an hour even with 
ponies, ‘The best rate of Dultock. carts was one half 
qfethat, . 

Ones in the early right, Wiannanreo eailed a halt 
for the farfiosetof eating: Lhe dolicately cooked 
Biahinin food which he had rough with him ina 
dvep copper platter Lad up in a fonsy cloth, At 
dhe gan dime, at anilictent divtunee, the wild 
Maratha chiverecranched his nyahart ov tinch, the 
cold rico and baz oneack whiels the humiblest in 
tho pafts have ziwies a day me addiion io two 
hote méaly, ‘The master's bread was of wheat, 
besides the cakes called poli, with papod, Aradai, and 
other vogclatian eaics fo mike anes menth water 

eTho one meal was not vantly, mote expensive than 
the other,” the chief differunry consisting in the 
inherited skill of Brahmin women at such cooking. 
‘The servant would have eaten yoat's meat when he 
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could’ got il, while the master would have taken 
pride in rejecting 1. . 

With the moiing comphcations would age for 
Wamanrao about eating before he had gone through 
ablutions in the nght quarters. A precious con- 
plication for the stucter Bi vanuns comes from a 
prohibilion to eatin the course of a railway jou ney, 
which im India may well take several days. ably 
sort of thmg is of the essence of caste. 

Tn the couse of the night it rained 9¢ veral lines, 
but not cnough to affect the travellers. 

And wifh sunrise they were in sight of the temples, 
the old-fashioned, South Indian pagodas of Lingdim. 

Grandiose these were, unsprakably so ‘They 
seemed to rise to the sk¥, and to cresh the cath 
Something of the pyramidal shape was genually 
preserved, though net brought lo a pom 

Wamanrao passer several, super vistas, without 
more apprectiuion than a vague but » ncere pude 
that these formetl put of a syst®m to which he 
belonged . 

Here, beyond an atificial pond, ihe waters of 
which rippled and gleamed deliciously at that eavl: 
hour, behind and abovg great trecs of refreshing 
verdure, Lose a structure dreamhkt but fot 1s great 
solidity, The storeys mounted layer supe uposed 
upon layer, as they rose into the ar, dir iinishing ia 
vrea, until, upon a flat space near the tops lowered 
something, not pillarcd, nol @reciany yet winged and 
naceful, with (he likeness of a statue on (ap Of that 
{n the nearer distance, Yefore ule tonga Bore them 
oast, was tho vision of a griecful woman, black and 
learly naked, going op the water steps with a 
wrimming jer poised on heryhenad 

At another angle gnother pagoda rose so highs 
tbove the trecs at igs base that it seomec? to habit 
he sky wilhoul background or suppait A dozen 
loors it scemed to be, placed one upon another in 
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diminishing oblang: “The sides as crowded as those 
of a Gotne cithedy L which i surpassed in: gizo 
with aehes for statues, Laciviods if net autistic, 
Ar thevop, giyautic lisewok as i seemed, rosettes 
and pinnacl s and spires four himdred feet man, 
To the foreground of the com tyard an unusual camel 
was prssayy, girls rected, cud a water cartier —foy 
wator was to eck in rivestess Lingsans bearing two 
jars sling by a pok across his shoulder, 

Other temples fad the more characteristic bulbous 
domes Yetothear conveyed the atmasphere of the 
landseape ana Chinese plite.  Tnside Uae was no 
posul¥lity of even cue comfortable room, — ‘There 
wis more thin the potabilty of wend rites of 
Pnapus, There was no tnonght al the memorable 
Weauly in every detai of the Greek temples Butlin 
ther massed elfeets the pagodas of Tingam were 4 
spectacle for the gods, ¢ 

They had been beautilully drawn vy Anghsh 
artists a contury ago. No wonder that when in lig 
old age Walter Scott saw some of these drawings 
he fett the unsurpassable grandeur of tha temples 
of Western Tndae! 

“At Lingam thee were half a dozen, structines, 
all to thetilory of Shiva, whieh counted in tho first 
yank. ‘The head of each af these, though bare« 
footed, pulse-eatinjs, and in flimsy robes, was a ruler 
of subtiety and power Over them all, with no 
special temple fo himsdif, was Hart Pant, 

This was hw domain. So great were the sanctity 
and Wealt.1 of the tamples al Lingam Uhal they wote 
a prmerpal ssact in the kingdom of Kanhala, which 
had scored a century before by sccuring them at the 
expense of Mysore Stata, Tina Pant hved with no 
eshow o1 luxury. Yot whenever (Le Maharaya or his 
nothers ¢tme to Lingam they prostraled themselves 
on the six pomts of their body, as the plivase goes, 
al full length before lon 
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And this was the domain of Shiva. ‘We ane in 
Love's lartl to-day.” ‘This was the Garden of Kama, 
This was the kingdom, as old as recorded mankind, 
of Ishtar and of the universal Venus 

Everybody had been up and around fer an hour 
in the natty village, really a small town, adjoining. 
Tf anywhere in Tndia smartness in dwel ings and in 
town planning 1s @tamed it is m Cochin State and 
in Northern Travancore, not so very far away, 
And Lingam came next Lo some of those thrivingly 
sacred lLowns mn spick-and-span nealness and the 
outward ,adornment of whilewash. 

The Marathas cannot be neat if they ry. Tt is 
not a pat of thon brillant history and thei im- 
patiently predatory genits. But Lingan was only 
politically Maatha The Marathas, tough? th 
conirol, were here swallowed, so far as numer 
went, among races aven lesy Aryan, bul posscssingy 
certain dogged qualiues which they lacked, 

“Drive to thé house of the tenogade Murali 
Venubai,” sad Wamiurao, to his now haggard 
driver, who had not loosed the reins throughout 
the night, amid all the che nges of pemes * 

Tho banker, who fell his apt, was desirous ot 
discharging his errand “Until this wat déna, he was" 
not free to eat again or to rest, Not al his natmal 
desire to magnify Ins office in (he cyes of a dependant 
could make hum take the pains to spuak respec (fully 
of his client. . « 

The beautifully swept streets, as the panits, with 
drovping Je uds, new paccu along, wer Unrenged 
with the jolly brides of Shiva. $4 

Thore were anywhere hom cight hundred to a 
thougand of them usually,resident in Lingam. A 
great number of these were householders in tha 
town. How good a house each of those, or two or 
three clubbing be ae could have, depended upon 
their mcome, which was directly eonnected. with 
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their looks, Many of them without any thought 
of shame on either sid used to send for their 
parents and other relatives not well olf to come and 
share Che prospaly. 

‘Thus miny of the Maris were now out on ther 
morning shopping, before the business of the da 
hegan, They were of ll ayes, up {0 buxom women 
of faly. A good few of thon carued a baby on the 
hip,or had a larger el ild binging apon then 

A note was grvan, to rend: yeu how far south 
you here wae by the ved colour of the sol, There 
was asimilir note in he duskiness, reaching to 
blackness, of many of the gids | and im thew South 
TIndhan fashion of wearmy: but ene ¢oiment, without 
any breast-jacket, Many an chon shoulder was 
thud gleaming, if only from 1s own smoothness, 
These girl, who were apt to form the proletariat 
Sf the temples, passwd ina nese fash of white 
leeth and bright eyes, which logethorawith thet 
short but robust Jigme had their attracuon, Not 
all worshippers preleued to them the beauties of the 
téinples, Marathas and golden Niurs aud even gitls 
from the Nomh of Lodi, with chissical featwes 
dnd complexions te be called fair, 

The valtanste was far tom op nessiva, being 
essentially that of the Mysore tal eau, Tivery- 
thing was bright anc ftesh und pleasant that morn 
ing. There was a hcemisonry in the aw so much 
so thal the Lired driver ifted lis whip to more than 
one gSan, of ere y gitls. 

" Mey, Daddy” sau one girl more bold, yet 
salaamipg respectfully, is she saw that Wamanrao 
was a Tuahmin, “ Did you meet our levis on the 
road ?”’ a 
qt did, my daughters,” lg answered jovially’ 

‘heaps of thom! ‘They are coming as fast as the 
aa 8 houses can bung thei,” 

‘The allusion avas evidently to the Raja Ram Rao, 
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who Was well known in Lingam. Tfom whispered 
romarks and tillers among (he gitls there was a 
farther application to his infatuvtion for the white 
Murah, to whose house, new not far, looka were 
directed, The prince was expected, In_ his great 
cas; within a few days. Bul Wamanrao had by no 
means had the road to Iimself the myht hefore, 
The traffic from Kanha was mcessanl by night 
and by day ‘The tip was nolorionsly expcaaive, 
but satisfying 

The freem wonry in tho ai extended (o Mussatmen 
so long as these walked humbly, ree  gmsing. that 
they were in one of the head-quulers of Hinduism 
Many such wore eettld in the town, making thei 
living in ways which woul] not fave existed but for 
the temples, and on good terms with Uns gitls al dic 
humming prosperity of the place wie bound up with 
the temple trade,” Great as Diane of the phe. 
sians 1" yas nothing to the respect which some 
thousands of putple here felt for tae sow ¢e of Uheit 
livelihood. 

Caste practically did not exist among the Muralis , 
as it did nol amung the regular gosgias, and other 
holy assqeiation, Caste, the, cardial fact" dn 
Indian life, can therefote be swallowgd gp in more 
absorbing activilics, If Venubar longed) regain 
her caste, and Wamanray made much of his, those 
were Individual matters At Lingua a lager 
tolerance included not uly, caiges but Ul natives 
of India who did not defy Shiva, * 

But if went no further Tt dd nag reqeh to 
Europeans nor yet their unworthy imitators, the 
native Christians, Tel such assert thontelvés in 
Lingam and the King-Emperos’s writ no longer ran 
thore. With disctelion, the globe-tiottas from the 
hotel, two miles Away, could show, themselvds 
once, hardly twicd, m the streots of Lhe town and in 
the ouiskirts of the temples, ‘Ihgy had no open 
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“ 
art in the trade af the phic, which seemed scanda. 
om to them Th sam of the guls ogkd them, 
ofis covered their faces and cdged away from 
thera 

(towas the req Ision of nace, a decp matla At 
Linjam iihivedom, nether than merely Thindusm, 
Jad ns focus Tere at exulted in US OWN sense, 
reyoidioy Gn Hs prcnbar wnstitiiiies, A- stranger 
interaneddled with it a his risk Tle could pot 
undiis and, he generally came to be shocked — If 
he came to take parton thar goune, se much the 
Worst all passions were at once aflame, 

So there wis here the elhoanee ofa bliad combinas 
tion of several native creeds ag unt the intruding 
Tiuopean, [tis amusing how Asiites, mutually 
repellent, can gather together, like croutures of dhe 
fidld,and fell, agamst someone morc ahen 

aThero were around Lingam, many coquettishly 
neat litle bungalows, nothing Iess SF avg that the 
bad a white gute eatside, more luce Ghat ofan Tnghsh 
cottage, instead ef a diuveway to the fient door, 
they would have made desirable dwellings for 
Europeans, It, did not imply much imeome to 
ootlpy one of theses since the accupaats lived 
erowded i, native fashiou ‘The ouses, pretty 
outside “and inside, wore fled with hll-naked 
people, who - nt fitle on thar food and positively 
preforred to be without furniture, 
© One of ‘the pretest was oceupicd by Venubai, 
whose maans were really hurge, 

In her capecity as a former Mivali no convention 
or propriety existed for her in regard lo hours of 
calling | Now that she lid fllen from that status 
she neett still loss be consulted. But she was glad 
i seo her man of business without, thinking of the 
pour, - 

_ Have you brought the deed offgift ? " she asked 
in gentle, musicgl tones, al the same time making 
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the cleop obeisance which she owed to a Bralunin, 
even though 1 her employ. . 

T have,” he answered gruffly , “ hore il 18.” 

Not all his disposition to toady to his employer 
could overcome hus scorn for her Barely restrau 
ing an audible suiff, he slepped actoss her threshold 
and seaied himself c.oss-Iegged on a bright rug which 
Venubar spread fea him on the earthen flcor of her 
front room, Uven for commg so far withim the 
dwelling of such 1s sho bad become, he would have 
to perform mmot pares But no dealings with 
the real Muralis outside could have defiled him 

He took out anmkpot and agiea native reed pon, 
dicaded instrument of sprinkling over carpets. 
Fiom another quarter be took oul a roll of brown 

aper, of the quality used in Tngland by groveys, 

t wag stamped, however, and cove ed wih a 
saibble in Modi dhe debascd scupt of Marathi, 

“Tee yt is,” he repeated, “ the document you 
asked for, Ti Wil be of no use, suse it ts not legally 
binding However, I have obeyed orders,” 

“You have done well,’ answered Venulau, 
“T know that my daughlet is not of age to sign ayvay 
her prope,ly. But she loves me, and will do whl 
she can to please me. Natt Pant, thoygly that suche 
a pipet would be better than’none at all® 

‘He ought to know. And L bonour you in so far 
as you wish to atone for the ertot of your life by 
returning to the temples wf the, yod tie wealth 
which, in a way, came from them” ® 

“ That is how I feel,” she answaied, pgeasgd, yot 
troubled. "If I had not heen a Murali t would not 
have met the late Scnapali Sahib, who ter%pted me 
to abjure my profession and become his wife accord. 
ing to the law of the Claistinns. 1 lake shame now 
to think of 1. Yet, if I can bring back,ylo Mahaded 
the fortune standthg in the name of my daughter, 
I may he restored and Nila adinittqd as a Murali,” 

oo 
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“Teil hoa gocd work dene We will all sfrotch 
apoml tobe p bongat about. “Phat is tke utmost 
that yor ean expe G dai if yeu are reecived back 
to your former slandiag ay a Murali, and the fellow. 
slup of yam cute powple, Tt fs more han you 
deserve, nly spe iknyy 

“T know tos," she sud humbly.“ Telp me, 
and ther will Te any bonns yea cue to accept 
Also the charge of Che estates need not depart from 
your howsehald, thot gh Chey do belong to Mahadeo’s 
temples,’ 

“Toemay be Tam not ol the ply Glass, nor 
thei: Giend [lam Pant may choose ta do lis 
own managing, once Le iets the estates In this 
matter he represents he sad, though Ido not care 
for Him personaly.’ 

Bat Vennbai’s seft eyes glowed witha Ligh. which 
sowed how much she cued fer the chef putest, 

‘This, then,” contulved Wanna. ‘is the 
document whier you have conmiaided, and which 
Qari Pant considers wor hl having, Observe that 
evin if signed by your daughter itis not of certain 
valyo, ‘The English we not like omselves in such 
miitters. Ut can slow at the most her good will, 
and her, intention avhen shad comes of age. She is 
already of full age lo dedicate hetself fo the god, 
but not lo altenate properly Yet supposing she 
will not sign?” 

"Such a cakumey is natin my thoughts, Sho ts 
a good Gaughtler, and knows my dere.” 

‘Mehadto mant at] Js the girl Nilabat in the 
room, ? ”” 

Tle podied about; for the reoni was less bright 
than the road outside, This eyes were gelting dim, 
and Betly Stuart stood in an ipnew doorway, Yet 
hé could meke out that thera were two beantiful 
wonen present. i 

When, he hadescen so much, and that Betty had 
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salaamed less decply than her mother ho dipped 
his pen {vo inches into the ink-pot and quite pur- 
poselessly sprinkded the ink over the mat 

“TL she refuses 40 sign,” he declued, “and wore 
my child, which God forbid | I know what T woult 
do to make her For Uus 1s a work of rehgion, in 
which all must assist © But I would scorn lo have a 
daughter of Uru 4ize in my house, neither married 
nor a bride of the god.” F a 

Venubar took the sapere h meekly, for the 
situation was one which she herself most of all felt, 
Something had lo be done with Beliy Stuart, and 
that quickly As she stood, she was an excresconce 
in a IImdu home, an wollunkable scandal 

“Tf you will be pleastd to read the deed gift ?” 
she hinted. Nn 

“T shall be pleased, for Lo necd resi and food, 
Let her come up wishin heaying, and be seated, with 
yourself, oiled read ”’ 

The two women seated themscives an the floor, 
at a respectful distance from the Brahim, or is 

an. 
® Turniture thee was none As eColonel Wilks 
wrote moro than a hundyed yeats ago* “To persohs 
whose habitual seat is exactly shat of au ints 
tailor, a chair i5 a uscless annoyance" Ifa chair, 
when offered by a supetior has since acquired some 
ceremonial importance, the words roma ny ncirly as, 
true as over, « * 

Lven the Greeks of Tomer, thiee thousahd years 
ago, had_an appreciation of chains, tables, led- 
steads, So far ay nocds constitute civilisylion. they 
were therefore more civilised, or at least more like 
modern Huropeans, than gro the ludians of to-day, 
who do nol runever to cushions to sit upon, * 

Wamanrao picked up the papcr, rolled it, and 
unrolled it, hemmed and hawed, making those 
ghastly noises in his throat whicls English people 
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, 
boast of being fice from. Tf he had had his motnng 
ablutions and food he nnght have been a less we 
Pleasant old poutloman, 

“Listen t he declace. This is what the gurl 
who is not even a bride of the god (but that ys a 
highly honourable standing compared to being, 
ag shes, unmated and without a chance of marriage) 
fs to sign for Une good of all conceened.” 

Tle lifted his brass speetacls from Ins nose and 
put them on again = Then he pevcet add to mumble 
rather than lo read aloud, with many a quiver and 
interjected hum! as he skipped porliong of the 
lengthy document nol supposed to he of umportance 
What she did hear, conveyed little lo Betty Stuart, 
down whose cinnamon noge, faulWess im shape, a 
tearwas trickling. 

“% Nilabai . . commonly called . 
dé make over to Wau Pant .., om trust for the 
temples of Mahadeo at lingam . . all my property 
' consisting of the followmg itdins ’ 

Venubai, as she sat (here well pleased, might have 
justified the fechng of her mother Mathaba, that 
she yas even handsomer than her child. 

ft is not often xm Lope that the woman of 
thirty-six, to vehom life has “been cio, can claim to 
have lost nothing with Une years, to he posilively a 
finer physical epee Lian when younger ‘Lins 
can be claimed much Joss often in India. Yet 
"Vonubai could claim it. . 

* Teens,” droned the agent. “ Inam, rents of the 
hamlet off Karwar, witi the giuden of palms 
ae Lonag, averaging four hundred rupees." 

She wis plump and sleck in all respects, No 
austerities had ever worn down Venulat’s delicate 
if not fair flesh. For this wag ne Ilindu widow. 
She had not the tight to practise the austerities, 
in which many such take pride, and to which many. 
others are compelled, It would have been the 
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Ay > 
highest presumption in her to think of such a thing. 
BerlrandeStuart’s widow was no widow wham the 
Hindu -system of things could recognise, Even if 
restored to Tlinduism, «as she was in part, she becaine 
again a Murah, a bride of Shiva, such ¢ 4 she sougdit 
to make her daughter And how could the imuortal 
have a widow? 

So for her there‘was no shaven crown, no hele 
of many prayers, no smgle meal a diy and Unato 
leavings, no single garment und that a coarse white 
one Such practices, which she sincerely respected 
while she could not have endured then for a week, 
were not for the likes of her, the maids of heaven, 
the compantons and the rewards of p inets 

Venubai therefore rost not at three or four in the 
morning, as millions of Hindu women not witteys 
have io do, but slept cosily until the elcar light 
preceding sumises She faitly loved such ete 
sleep as isragyement in Thdw. If only from ha 
dozen years with Bertrand Stuart, whieh were now 
troubling her, she kept an inordinate fondness for 
baths even at Lingatn, where water i3 expensive, 
Her cookery, much of 1t from her own hands ,was 
delicate, running al times lo the meats allowedtto 
Marathas, which are nedrly all, except baef, In the 
matter of household service a practical rclibution 
arose, just result of her years of aposlacy among 
Christians Tor men and women of her pwa este 
a swagger grade of the Morathase who have stverar 
grades, diplikect taking service with herafor fear 
of pollution . 

nly in respect of the single garment allowed to 
widows could Venubai be said at this moment to 
conform, As of(entimes ip the privacy of the house, 
she ‘and hoi daughigr had both laid aside the second 
garment, or rathgr hid not ten it on that morning, 
In either case the sari, when held a lite tightly, was 
raument sufficient for tho climate angl for modesty. 
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* Tem,” the agent went on." Jaghir, the irable 
lands of the villages of Lamps Mampr Damp, 
so many bighas, Urmnph ! what do women under. 
stand 2" 

Venubai at least, tf not the young gil, who was 
unawakened and who secmed umpish this morning, 
understood how t) love 

Tt wis love which mide the mother seem go young 
Lovo had kindled (hs (end i lyght in her eyes, and 
the expectation of oeing loved alter long pinin 
accounted for Ute satisfiec smiles in the dimples 9) 
her full face . 

This, had Jed her to) wash and adorn hetself 
daimtily just before, despite the single garment, 
This was of silk in shummering purges lunning into 
theaeds of the fascin wing gayi colour, that of a fig 
when it is broken open 

«Venubai frankly could not rosist silks, though she 
did not as yet allow thai to her daughlop, 

“Do your duty, my pu,” she wort say to Betty, 
"Take the leap which you fear without reason to 
take. Throw yous lf mto the stream where you 
belong, swimming among the other fishes unafraid, 
Tte was not my lifes is a Murali which ever made 
drouble for anep but dhe coasifig to be one — Become 4 
matronly bride of the god and the chestsful of 
rare gilk suis which your worshippers will come 
bringing Lo you 1” 

* Tndiwn Wonkn Jhave yo iltle to reyoice m_ per 
sonally excepL,‘ where their slanding alows it, fine 
raiment laglyuvay against noth and rust in great 
cl ests, 10 he taken out on ocensions, inspected and 
gloved non | 

What did the dainty world do without silks to 
play with until the monks cf eerie (whon play. 
hf lime was.nearly over) bronglit.the mystery fiom 
China? The true classic mes hdd known but the 
inferior Coan silks which are seldom mentioned, 
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spun ‘by the silkworms of the pine, oak and ash 
vets. 9 a 

“ Tlom, jaghir,” growled the banker man, Shante 
that such wealth should be beatowe Thy onr orthadox 
Maharaja upon an unclean forign mucenary ile 
E-Stuart Salub I bet you are not lstenmy,  yeb 
it is all for the benefit of the prea pod. yghir, 1 
say, yood biiklmg Jand outside Kankala 6. 
many bighas, occupud by twenty Camopean bynjsa- 
lows paying rent al this moment ond. 
too much for you 4” 

Soil was tue. Some scare af ladtes in Kunhala, 
withm and withoul station society, who would have 
treated Bally Stuart with siglieans scort, who 
hardly knew whal a Munwh was and who would have 
shricked with horror hada becn esplaried to (yn, 
were her tenants | 7 

Tt was also tiue,thad she did not need half the 

Loperty which stood in her mume. With a faithful 
heart to love Her, she would Nave been content to 
pass away the golden days (could but the right 
surroundings be found) upon the quarter or dhe 
tenth part of her possessions, ; 

Venubai was gracefully, suffyiently clad in’ ber 
one garment which scssors or, nec@lcghad never 
touched, with its peculiarly uch fringe oF optn-work, 
The purple was well set off sys tinst the gleant of not 
too much gold She was fu beyond the cudeness 
of wishing to he her own, bank in thy respect, 
She had some natural taste, whieh had been ims 
Rows by yens of elle et will, ay cdyeated 
European cr religious fealings did not prevent 
her seomg that Indian gold ornaments ténd to ba 
heavy ancl mat tistic. 

50, for her, na mare thdn the shells of what auch 
omaments ace ingmany cases, Yet shp wore thea 
in four or five places. The anklets at her bare feel. 
bore tiny bells, which gave forth an gucasional music 


x60 THT BRIDE OF STITVA 


A 
ploasml when i was not bizarre Both toes and 
fingas had rings, vat net so many at they were 
capable ol carrying. Vent bai had net at dns lime 
arysolof zone But her plump arms hove uy mcs , 
and there was a neckbice oil ol sight. She was nog 
without jowels, emeralds and chamouds, yet these 
were chichy upon the hidden nceklace, 

"Toom,” grumbled the Brabinin is he read, 
“So many shud, se pm at par. . worth go 
muchnow .. inthe hey: Amir Rao's Syndicate 
Enuridsy Limited, Loudaa What do you tder- 
stand of Vilayat 2‘ 

But the gems did not come from Vilayat, though 
some af the speculuiou cid Venubar understood 
this dime and was iiterest(d enongh to stretch‘one 
hai so that the monmng sunheht might throw 
greon flashes about her This was tangible — this 
wag worth while, to tive a pet in the mountain 
mines, Not so faraway, Where slaves Lomed ander the 
earth, in unearthly eoaditicns of darkness, Lo oxtraet 
her toys, Sle was keen ats a child at tus spart 
shé could not resist the Hash of jewels 

Young Betty, too, lahited up at the sight of the 
phythings she wasenot allowed to use She loved 
rat Teast Loawateh Alen upda her mother, m_ whose 
beauty she took a whole-licarted delight — Dear and 
gentle and kind she hac always found this mother, 
save as latterly wup d by religion But why she 
“herself must not we sks or emeralds she as litle 
undersléod as some young Cnyedish yirls the pro 
luutien efediaionds, 

Tt may be mentioned that Vennbaa did not practise 
Ter fornfer profession, Complications and local 
jeulousies wert many ¢iye thus avoided, But she 
was the worse, not the better regarded for this 
abstention «The Mutais of Lingam, who would 
have been aflame had 6] ¢ taken away a few of ther 
lovors, togscd Uawir heads alt her as ono who scomned 
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them *and the service of Mabadeo. They were 
immensely interesicd in the white Murali, her 
daughter, of whom they were also piapared to be 
jealous. . 
“She attends the temple services seldom,” such 
was the common chaticr in Lingam about Belty, 
“and with such an air that one can s3¢ she is un: 
willing. Sho is at heart shila Christ. She will not 
keep company with us, though her mother 4asks 
nothing better than to be one of us agam, She has 
reached an age at which it 1s a disgrace to be neither 
one thing nor the other, Shp is due to the god, and 
overdue. ’ The fame of her “aheady brings austom 
bithor, It is said that she would hke to escape with 
her wealth to her Termegtu fathers peuple, and her 
former life, “We will see that she does not! Tat 
would bring Mahadeo’s anger upon us Yet she 
must romp in ahead of us, bewrching a king’s sor 
with the fai),skin which mlokteates om men,” 
Thus Venubat was not unpopular in Lingam, 
while her daughter was. The mother was no fuy 
or fanatic, hat she sought ta do seamed bit 
natal and right to the average Indu, ’ 
It was true that she wished to press her daughter's 
body into the mud in order thal is mightwerve as a 
st eb for herself back into Timduism, To 
regulaise the position of both was waith some 
oulrage fo the feelings of a puling gil, Coyversions 
“do not hold; things must dyaw bagk again to Uheir 
origins, as tho tide into the boundless maith: from 
which 11 dtew. a oy 
But in the minds of Unndus there could be no 
thought of the mud, or of degradation fof Betty. 
On this subject, as on some others, their view 1s as 
inverted as that pf the fy’walking on the ceiling, 
Venubai and Belly sut sido by sile, exoss-legged, 
on a sheet spread in the centre of the Moor in lien 
ofacarpel, Nothing was lacking in fhe room which 
L 
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Tlindn ideas of comfo t demanded. The “sphtea 
adoring, the watls had been That morning decorated 
ina not unph asd puters foamed by powders of 
seveldl colons. “There ‘ats actin’ ly a smd table 
Niches in the walls wae cccupied by UUs imuges of 
Shiva and of mmor gods with Gesh yatunds before 
them = ‘The total cfkeet was but bleak. 

The two women alone were worlle looking at, 
Venrbai, thongh tall fora Maratha woman, had not 
the height whieh Betty dav do from hor father, 
Instead of her mother’s delietle adormment she had 
and this sho thought very hard indecd bul virginal 
ALL p . 

“When can I dress as you do, mother?" she 
often asked + 

e@When you have accepted my foriner life, my 
darling, When you have whe yod fer a hesband, and 
hen £ have the pride of feclug that my girlie is a 
Muah, continuing my york” . Z 

‘That can acver be Oh, what would Daddy 
have suid, to see me brow ght to this?" 

"+ Te would not have been, had he hved, who was a 
goed man in his day, Fite iy in it, which T cannot 
understand, save Vial we mist get back to our own 

“people” a a -, ‘ 

“Your peaple, mother, forgive me for saylng it 
Tf they were all like deat Ajabai who has just left 
ust Bubhalf my blocd and all my tlainmg ie other 
than-yours, “They call ont for Lhe life of Vilayat, 
whencé Daddy came, ' 

“You tre not {ul for it, Nilya There is no white 
woman, however Inmble, who world not despise 

ou, Abfme that i should be so} Snel as the evil 
nomuxtarcs Do not rol me of my eluld.” 

__ At this pout in these fake, which went vory much 
ina groove, Betly often began tg ery softly, 

“Tove yon, ade [mother], as you have truly loved 
me, Butnevee willl take to the life around me here” 
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Little as Batty understood, she saw the essenttals, 
and could distingmsh between right and wrong 
Yor her tbe meiry iemple girls meant corruption. 

“You will not be as the girls you sec, ut on 
another plane J will sce to thalt~ as will someone 
else, the best friend you have,” 

Al this reference Belly would shtke Ter head 

“Tt comes to the same thmgy Never wil dL he 
the bride of Shiva | ’ * 

“ Ab yes, you will, my pet, as easily as the waters 
flow down hill, A child means maw to one of us 
lonely women than to those who are mamied Tt 
was my fiult evar to Icave Mahadeo’s folkl When 
we are safely back in it yon will found with me a 
family of Muralis who shall be famous for gcnera- 
tions! Let fs be compamons. Then I will debt 
to deck you for your dutis, arayirg you ite such 
garments as these, ad better “What, in ccmparisoa 
to comforting your mothar’s heart, is tle money 
which came fron your father?’ 

“Yeo, what is the money ? That is not the thing.” 

“Trom the service of the god 1t came, and to hifi 


let it return,” r 
“ With all my heart, aie, if so 2 do not have to gv 
with it |" . ‘ 


. ® 4 
Such conversations lad gradually become Sharpor 
in tone, degenerating into disputes. 
To do both mother and danghta justicn, nesther 
“oared niuch for money mi llselt. boty “was 100 
ignorant of what it meant, Venuhit had aeclearer 
head than ‘most native women for financial dofuils, 
She had guarded her penswn as a major's widow, 
and had other saving» of her own apart flong Belty's 
fortune. To her money had always been too vastly 
come by to be of gieyt impbrtance [twas nol for 
herself that she waptcd her daughter's noncy now,* 
but for a larger parbese, in a way impersonal, yet 
complications hero canie in, 
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«Take my moncy and It me he,’ or evert “let 
me gol? Ditty at one time need to suy. - 

But that was too supple a solution for India 
Whee could she yo, how could she oe anywhere 
Without affecting others, an unt lached girl of that 
gemnilalous size and be wty, ma land where everyone 
belongs to someone must fit inte a culegory, and 
where even the canttesan Jats ahusband, if only 9 
plant ? 

As Betty and lyr im her sat together, half. 
listening to he droning of the agent, they were 
contrasted mimore Ung m dreys 

Beléy wore cotta for sill, glass and stiver o1na- 
ments for gold and gems Ter single garment was 
ofadukred, Je h ul cost a very few rupeds, while 
jaf mother’s sari was worth ten tuiies as much 
Berry's gaument was such as the servants in the 
flouse wore, or any pow 1WULs gvife. She had spent 
some time thinking "how niawh beter crimson, 
approaching rose colour, would hve become her 
akin ,» but crimson sit is ate not made in that grade 

No matter, the dark 1d was also becoming as it 
framed a face less Call und loss dak than her mothers 
© Venubat was of an unmistakable brown, and that 
not a ight tshade. Betty's colom could best be 
described by (he word which her Jover had hil upon 
after much’ consideration. 

To know just how wiC-hing a cunamon face can 
be you would Aave lid to see Betty Stuart's att 
tnolhér time, Uo was Llotched with recent toa, 
and Zho @iners of the adnarable month vent down 
ae was not in the way of showing any dimples 
to-day 1 

No» wondot that the mother looked tho better 
pleased as well ay better dressed. Tler plans and 
wishes were coming to a fuitien ; while Betty wos 
up al astone wall, which she did not altogether 
realise. 
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"Twould give anything in the wide wold to be 
dressed a4 my mother is,” she was thinking, and she 
thought in Maathi “1 would give the old fortune 
from Daddy which this fool is prosmg about, with 
his 11ems and jaghirs It never did me any good, 
But I will not agree that we should be two Muralis 
here together, as mother wishes And the two 
things scom Lo go together, the giving up theemoncy 
and the giving myself to the god This i% the 
Gurw’s contrivance, and 1s toe deep for me Te 
loads mother by the nose ring. ‘The worst of it 
is that I glo not dishke Wari,Pant myself when I am 
with him, and that I cannot resist him — Tt 4s timo 
for something to happen Oh, I wonder if Edgar 
has had the message from Ajabat, and what he will 
do about it?” "6 

Comc on a hippogriff and fly out af the Hltle 
window with her lovfairyland, about which she had 
read much until, four yours ago ~that was as practical 
a thought as she bad. 

In truth, Venubat no more wore the rather 
oven ucly disfiguring nose-ling than her daughter 
id. That is the token of the humdrum but+in« 
tensely respectable Tiindu wife, content lo keep htr 


house and do her spinning, The+nosdS cf theso two’ 


had never beon pierced, 
Very correct noses they were  Venubiar’s nose 


was somewhat more than strught, curying to a, 


sight aquiline, as is nots uncommon in India, 
Her oyes were black, with capacity for fire of several 
sorts, She had given her dinghter ihe Rng dashes 
which are an abiding trait of good losks, But 
Botty’s eyes were only a dark brown, @he hair 
of both was dead black, lyushed back 1 eneath the 
end of the sari, and glossy. 7 

The Maratha m@ther and the Rntasian daughter 
made a telling piclure in theh resemblances and their 
contrasts. To speak of Belly as tix, While Mmali 
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t e 
was really ahsmid, as even W mauntao had reflected 
on behokdimg her, She wes no more wale than 
some natives are The pluase, which was widely 
used, could caly refer te a compara.ive fairness, 

with intention to Gullate the Tudvin longing for a 

white skin, and porlaps fo moult the conquorots 

of the land 7 

Bots women had heen liteninys with less attention 
ay Wamaniao retched, wilh a siert of salisfaction, 
the last sheet of his brown paper roll 

“Ttom, mam,” he sneezed.“ Outside Narolt, 
by the gical sea, certain buikhing grounds for 
Bmopéan dic llings » hyhly desmable if de« 
veloped. . al present galy one bungalow there, 
let pn long lease,” ’ 

“Yow litle the young women knew, even their 

ett did not remeber, that these were the penises 

of an obscure Mission, which had just received a 
knock-out blow m its fits, ound with Shiva — This 
was the stiicken home of Mis, Siler, who had head 
even of Betty, and who w shed to help her, but who 
was in a native prison At Tangam, too, everybody 
had heard with cxultation the evening hefore, of her 
condemnation, ; : : 

‘Other ftelns concerning the same inam cannot 
matter,” Wamainrao concluded, boldly skipping 
half a page. “ ‘The rewling is completed.” 

, There vute sighs of gemune relief in three different 
tones, gruff, exultant apprehensive, ey 

Tle showed lis fangs; and the women sich 
perfer‘e sets of teeth as im Europa would have made 

HL corlany they were ay Lift tal. 

«Thay har, Mahadw ” cried Venubai, falling 
into the old Muath: wirery, whieh showed that sho 
was combatant. Jt became eride’t that her fore- 
head was sfheared with the pamé of the god, while 
Betty's was nol" Now for the ink for her to sign 
with for mv Silva can sign in two languages,’ 
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Me tha moment, baz, The fortune 1g ) ere totalled : 
it has nos, dwindled while m onr charge So many 
Jakhs . . so many thousands ” 

IIe mumbled over the sums which made wp the 

roperty, not capitalised, bul reckoned by the 
income rendered Tor India, whee no fortunes 
are excessive, hae was far moe han enough to 
“ make two lovers happy” 

“yt warn you,” he said, “that the grouley part 
of this properly consists of grants from Ue Slate, 
which are not quite hke ordinary possessions, but 
are liable Lo be resumed afier a moderate pertod, 
or pethi’ps a century, by the authority whigh con- 
ferred them = The Kanhala Residency also holds a 
sort of watching biief, which is a nuisance for both 
sides, over the micrests of the owner, in consideratjon 
of her late father. The property 19 therefore not $0 
solid and tangible as it inv sean It t chus the 
best thing for all concerned to pul the fortune mto 
the hands of the god, where neither Rasidency can 
interfere nor Maharaja confiscate ” 

So much was al one to Betty and her mother 

“ This 1s the place to sign Lere, below the wards * 
‘T have heard Uns document read and explained, 
and consent to it. Made over,ig Makadco's temples 
al Lingam.’ Your usual signatine, bat, it Marathi 
if you please, Lo agieo with the rest of the document, 
T can act. ag witness if you will sign now.” 
™ We dipped his reed penyas faras betdle mto thd 
ink-bottle ; then, in (he same aiiless way, shing the 
mk in a‘semicircte all about lim Tt sgrinkled the 
red sau and the purple, hardly noticed” Under no 
circumstances would Lhese wamen have focn quick 
to lake up, or to crilicise, a Brahmin, albeit nol a 
priestly one, 14 the exerdise of his duties. 

“Take the pgper on your knee, ,Nilya,” said 
Venubai, “and make the most important gignatura 
of your life.” 
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fh don't think T shall lo it) dew motber,* anid 
Betty in a gentle vorce, 3 

“Ofcomse you will my kum Tike a good girl, 
sign the paper which wil. -ha file offs lo ul of carag 
which wil be repmation for eur sins, whieh wi} 
make us good Finda.” 

“That is one revon why TD shall vol sgn. Tam, 
and T profer lo be, ave, a Chustina" 

“ Tmposuble dela ion Yeu cumot mean what 
you suey Sigh Che 1itde paper my dave, and open 
the way for us both Ca he tanple.” 

“That wo it,’ oud Betty with determmnation 
" Trcfuse the road to the tamples,” 

“Whatl” cued he mother, springing to her feet , 
“you will nat be (he br de ef Shiva e 

Sel will nol he the bride of Shiva" 

“Not to be two happy Muralis together, at the 
head of the profession, with yong children for me to 
lean on as T grow old, and with nothing ta fear to 
the end of ow days?” 

“T know httle, but I know that is not right, and 
I roject it.” 

“O benighted, abandoned, wngiateful girl!” 

Bul Waminrao was at the end of his tether in 
avery respegt,© Te had gathered up tas mkpot and 
pen, and was trying’lo sciUe the loosened tumban 
on his head, 

*T cannot lislen ta such blasphomy,” he scolded, 
*' That my cars should hgar Che read to the temples; 
and the bridal cCUbe god, rejeetod | Tt served me 
righ, for heving entered ee an dnecgubéir house, 
You, Woman, brought about the situation by your 
apostacy jin tle first place, Now you have a 
daughler who prefers the Christian way = But T'll 
clear out of if; T't have‘iethigg more to do with 
you. We dont want the management of the 
property, wherever il goes. I wis going to have 
the deed of dongtion signed in my presence, ag a 
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favout to you. But lake your precious document , 
sign il om not as you please hat have I to do 
with your quares? Tam defiled we being m such 
a place, Batalay; Tam defiled, dcliled—aso very 
uured-- but polluted by bemy here.’ 

The women had made no such noise as he did. 

He flung the document at the feel of Vanubat, who 
was frightened vt whal was happening, Tromp force 
of habit she followed him to the door, salaaanmg 
respectfully. 

He hastened away lo a house of his caste people, 
where he could have, if nol a wash-tp, at least the 
water requred for the cefemonial ablutiogs im- 
peialive after ihe company he had been keeping, 
and before he could tak@ the food he nzeded. 


Sadak byt yaad 
a 
Neo ve petlinny ¢rcumgemi, wreour cvilo 
Heracn 
(ND evening ben grew) rewnd for tender Limb ) 


e 


Moriter and daughter plood at ther entrynee door, 
watelyng the agents Longa as it clattercd down the 
pleas int Jute street, 

" We will come no more'this way, ' said Vennbai, 

«” Vm sure he is not winted,” the daughtor added + 
“hortd old soufly thing, who has inked ny gary, ’ 
&t which she eid Gloucs don ruefully even yal 
tls Moment ¥ 

‘My garment 1s worse spunkled. But you 
would not put the ink to the paper, beloved 1" 

"Venubar laughed gently, trying lo tum oven tho 
disobedience to proitiness; for there was much 
tenderness between the twa, ' 

"Ah, Uatl I cenpot do, said Hetty, unable to 
laugh =“ Why did Wantaurao came hore from 
Banhala 2?” 

"We game because T summoned him. Though 
ho is but a seenlay Brahmin, and like any othuaenti 
in a matter of busing s, it was not well to ginger him 
No Buahriin’s Glewill 9 desitable,” ; 

Belly said nothing; amd the two stood in the 
doorway*for a, ttle, The morning air made them 
hald ughtly about their qlltaus the single garment 
which was also drawn ove their heads, 

A comely pait, anyone would have said, Hardly 
two sisters, for there were the twenty years between 
them. Those «with the invincible preference for 
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youth would have heen bond to prefer Betty, 
though t]& freshness of her face was cloudéd 

Sho was the taller, and the less ample in form, 
though a kage girl As they stood, their hands were 
seen to be delicately kept, small and plump, with 
taper fingers The colour was not the same, though 
there was less difference Uhan in their faces, Betty's 
hands were in the state of nature, Lo hor ownacgret. 
Her mothers were beringed in moderation and 
showed the red gleam of henna on the nails. 

Their fect, as Shey peeped mouseltke fiom beneath 
the heavy folds of the sax, were also small and 
well-shaped. Both showed toc-rings, in one dase 
of silver and in the othe of gold, 

Venubar’s,face was not hard, as one might have 
expected if to be, Gentle and kindly it seenfed, 
though the ha J chiar upon it was lessened by 
apprehension, [er tearing days had been befor! 
she was twenly, and had left no outward trace 
Ger life with Major Stuart, and the years of respect~ 
able seclusion in sacred Lingam, would seem 1o t ve 
appeased the longing for many loves, “ mutable 
loves and light of wing.” It was not the renowal 
of such a life, though hoy religion enjoined it for hér, 
that she now desired, Ter thougls* wero bent” 
upon one only. 

Venubai was a law unto herself, being unclassed, 
jn such dolails as the henna and the teuch of paint, , 

“aiht=ndlsfiguring, on her low forchead. Betty's 
forchead was loss low, though (lus is a fanlt which 
fow Indian women escape. vos 

Betty's mother waa not as little Yamuna’s 
adopied mother at Narolt, retired m dua cchuse afters 
faithful service Venubai,had brought herself and 
her daughter ings their irregular, though not identi- 
cal, positions. “"Tyis is a hard world, and porhaps 
Sey so in India, for those not in a quite definite 
nichte 
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So fat from wishing: to be «bad mother, Venubai 
wished to do th very bes thiug she could for 
Betty By ul the lights of the Hindu would, this 
was the eet thing, which wes now under way, 
To repularise thanmelves se rarer, by any means 
to fall into a place in the procession instead of re. 
mammng a follonontuder, that was (he vying need 

Tore Betty as she wat Chere ‘was no outlet, no 
future in her motha’s howe or in any other, She 
it was who Was looked upon askance for hor alien 
ways and het hanglty eat, ay it seemed. She 
was the cause of scandal by lea mere axistence , 
and naw, as it scenic d, by her mueady attitude, 
Her mother, on the contrary, was regarded as a 
worthy soul who had suttered severely for the error 
of her youth and who sought to retum to the fold 
bringing large advantages to thet Mplek 
* These feclings were, reflected in’ tho greetings 
which passed while the women stood at Uneir thes. 
hold ‘Tie muds of Shiva salaamed cordially, af 
wi he no speaml respect, to Vonbai, 

"ett ay not her fault any longer," they sald or 
thought “She asks nothing better than to be 
afnong us again so soon as itis allowed, Sho is still 
so handsortie’ that we shall hive to look to our 
chums, But we are not jealous in our line--not 
of those of our own sort. This the upstart daughter 
with her puling face, undoubtedly fairer Chan the 
lightest of us, whe is eneugh to make us all jee 
Let ler be brought te shame in any way possible, 
the quickdé? the better! She seema lo count the 
Raya Ram Rao’s Jove for shame, so Jet him punish 
hevtl Uy she stoed there with fallen face, aloof, 
scarcely retuummg our saa |"? 

Langan was the city of free leave, if not altogether 
of free manners. The maiied women here, who 
were a thousand or twa, lived just as respectably 
asin any other place, Yet the spirit of the temples 
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wad inthe air, There was little seclusion for married 
women or for brides. No one stitred $9 little abroad 
as Venubai the former tearer, who was beginning to 
suffer for lack of cxercise. It was hor mpfortune, 
which sho was detained vo put an end to, that she 
represented no one but herself, 

‘or Lhe rest, Che women of Lingam moved freely 
aboul the stiects and the outskars, unveiled save 
im the case of a rare Mussalmani of pretension’ which 
were hore apt to be resented. They did not go very 
far, Indian womon are not walkeis--save m the 
case of village women who can toudge their thirly 
miles a day, and who are ¢ometimes employed as 
messengers of cuUritls, 

Betly Stuart shaed wm this general feedom of 
movement She could walk ungucstioned, anc in 
fact without any fear of insult, abou and outside 
the iltle town wilh its red steets ind its great 
tices of pleasantly *contrastmg green; few palms 
grew here. Ler vaginal garb showed that sho was 
not of those who can he spoken to; and Unndu men 
aio not wilhout manners ® 

Stl more evident was 1t that Betty, wi h her free 
movemonts and her frank countenance, her "yn- 
ringed nose, was no possible sort of nyryied woman,, 
and in no groove that could toatl Lo marriage | Even 
as a matter of age, such hopes would have had to 
bo put aside about the timo that she came fo Lingam, 


clve ’ 

i orybody knew hor by sight? knew her story, 
She was an admitted anomaly, an get nee lo all 
vules, Ti did mucn to seenre tolerance for Mer yet 
a little longer that her incoma was known to have 
gone to the temples, whethor legally or not» during* 
these four years, But overy exception tends to 
oxtinguish itself’ Belty could not delay any longer 
to give herself anf her fortune to the Bod who was 
so rooled in the interests and the dosires of all. 


% 


¥ 
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"The religion of thy Jews is stan forladding 
excess, therefore now is in the days ef Solomon 
will the common hen tinn gladly to the god in 
whose woiship they fiid pleasure, Inst, and. the 
uxcitemont ¢£ the ses? : 

Belly was a public institution at Lingam nothing 
less. Therefore for the poke good aie could not 
be allowed to swarve from thy eapected path 
Thorg Were also plivate desires on the part of many 
who “had marked her omuty willl kindling eyes, 
For the present, for a little te nger she was taboo, 
bemg under the peculiar prolecuion of Tort Pant, 
who guided the alfans of the tamples so wells ‘Thence. 
forward she would be open Co /all Indian lovers, a 
source of both pleasure and pre fit. 

So she had been still allowed to walkeunresiraned 
of the shaded roads which kd to Tan, im fomg 
several directions, and in the pleasant banyan 
groves of the neghboutheod. “No companion was 
usually with her; indecd lier hibits were mora 
active than those of native women She had no 
friends; and her mother, whcse companionship had 
been 80 close, was ccastg to be the companion of 
her’chaice. : 
>. Up to four months ago Betty, as she walked bate 
footed and gave arom to hier fancies, uscd to imagine 
all sorts of heroic lovers magnified from her Enghsh 
reading. ‘he legends of Kamideva too, and of 
Prince Krishna tho humm god, “ the amengyad 
hive-throated Krishna," were also present. Yat 
these Inst seemed neither zeal ner quite cleanly and 
altiacdve Betty slated the disabilities of all, 
Euasiang in the double stream which flowed 
through ner, and in the offen divergent desires, 
You she was far moro> Hmopean in’ her mind 
and in hor feelings than m hér costume or com 
plexion, = * ‘ 

From the previous March her dreams had not 
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tackedea focus, She had mot Yr. Fulton but once 
for ati hour or two. Te had made no particular 
jmpression upon her, Yet she had thought of him 
ever since, more and more 

Ho was a comely fclluw, if nol quite a youth being 
about twice her yeas She remembered that he 
had gentle brown eyes, like her own Ue had been 
sorry for her sitnation, had told her to scnd for bin 
if her troubles increased and if she thot elit hégould 
be of any use, Of what use conld he be except by 
mariying her ?—and this heaven and cath would 
oppose 

he used to recall how he had iticd to kiss her, 
She wished now that she had allowed it, i had 
treated her prettily, had sbeen pe and kind, 
and so obviously smitten by her personality—the 
only man in whom she had been able lo watch this 
effect. * 
Betty’s troubles hid sleadily increased, hke those 
of the young clephant unwilling to enter the pen, 
yot findmg the walls approaching neaer on either 
side, leading to an inevitable issue. rN 

Europeans were nol altogether unknown to Betty, 
She considered that her father had been the hafid- 
somest of them all, Sle often watched from Lhe 
doorway where sha was now studing, though this 
was nol encouraged, the glohe-troltcas fom Connell’s 
hotel, disguised in mushroom sun topces, diving 
"Prgleto inspect such of Wie outer beauties of Lingam, 
archifectural and feminine,’ as were | emitted Lo 
their profaning gaze, They somatimes,saw hor, 
and had thus helped to spread the legend of hus 
far good looks, But they were not want al all 
in this abodo of nativedom. Letty shared tie¢eoling 
that thoi intrusions were in bad taste. 

Yet other Sahfhs she had spoken with; but nog 
as with Fulton, who had taught her 2o cil him 
Edgai Whom could sho think of as a sole lover, 
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a husband, in distmetion fiom the fate whrch ‘hy 
before her, if not of lum ? . 

{fever she uttined lo rrairiage, which was the 
highe in whack che hd Comme vo regard the q‘Wwsuon, 
ié contd only be with Im Anyone she matiied, 
apart front Shiva, would ty ve (o be ethor a lino. 
pean, a native, ora Liaasian, Whether rightly or 
wrongly, Betty did not eae for 1 ative men, specially 
as show them in Ling um, She se Chought chat 
sho Would not hke any Vitistan for the purpose 
although aware (hat she was one hetvelf” About 
the only Hurastin she had known was lice ¢xeellent 
instructress, Miss [Lilla Walpole, the governess of 
the litle Ranws at K inhalt, 

The recent visit of Martxubar had been memorable 
fox Belly. aie was onc who, (hougloan obstinate 
Thindu, had yet lived within the Christian atmosphere 
and assimilated something of it. Bol y at oneo 
found het grandmother mora sympathelic, though 
not more loving, than her mother 

The battacd old woman, with her inconsis. 
fancies, untaught, could not hold with the sacrificg « 
of a grown gul to Shiva against her own will, Nog" 
a any considerations would she agree to. this 
She had a, natal uprightaess m the matter which 
set hep alongsidé Belly and against Venubal, 
There was reason enough why the visit had not 
passed too ys 

Belly, who Tal never sail a word to her mogthor 
about Fulton, fad just anentioncd him (67 her 
g@andmolher At the end . tk. entinsted her wath 
the message whieh had been blindly but faithihadl 
delivacd, Marthabai felt tint by so doing, as well, , 
as byeplotesting to her danghter against Betty's 
dedication to the god, ske had diychaged her own 
soul. After this (things must ednic out as they 
could, being in the hands of fate : 

Naturally, since Lhe message had gone off, a few 
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days Before, Fulton had been more than over in 
Betty's thoughts, She thonght of luni continually, 
as she wag domg now while she stood at her mother’s 
side on the threshold, 

“Tas my grandma met Tdgar Sahib already?" 
she pondered. ‘And has she given my message 
correctly ? And was il immodest or unmiaidenty 
in me to send il? “In this country if can only moan 
an invitation to him to come and take me What 
did he think of it? But, above gil, did Ldgar 
honour my message? Is he on Ins "way to deliver 
me from all this business of Shiva which is a horror 
to me? “For af he does “not come, Rany Rao 
will’ 

She gave an involuntary shudder as she recalled 
the satyr-ltkd face, prognathous, only once seca, 
of the young prince, the most disrepniahle ofshis 
tribe, who was noteiously secking her i 

‘You aro chilled in the morning breeze; come 
inside, my love,’ said Venubar, shuttng the 


or, 

“Oh, what shall I do if none but the devourer 
comes?’ Betty was thinking as she followed hor 
mother within, “ But ihe male will not com’ 
until Hari Pant sends him worl sto db Yo ,, and I 
have heard the Guru say that the deed of donation 
must be signed first. Therefore must I be firm, and 
not sign it. When will Edgar come?” , 

$ee,knew nothing, as she longawl for her lover, 
of his standing or lack of standing ; how his mches 
simply werdmnot up to such an cnterprise * nordiow 
ha was evéfi tow on the road, having loft Kanhala 
the night before, a nuisance and a derisiok Jo his 
superiors. Marthabai was much better informed 
as ta his true position in thé world. : 

"Come along, dgughler mine, let us sign this 
paper and have it out of tho way.” 

‘Thavo told you, ata, that I will nog sign 16.” 
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4 Ah yes, you will, 1(Ule gtk Vetch yar “ows 
ink and pen from the nehe Here is the paper 
sign ik on your knee. I will he one wituess, and we 
can send out for anole.” 

What is the use of all that, if Iam not gong 
sign?" 

a There 1s no such ching as not going to where the 
Gurvt is concamed. IT wants.d te have this signed 
beffie Hart Pant came, to do imi a pleasine “But 
you will sign Jhon, if nol before, * 

"Trne, cannot resist the Guru” Botly rephed 
sombrely. “If ho mgkes me sign it is oven ag the 
decréen of fate, and there is no help far it But 
short of that I will not sign,” 

. And you will no( mike your litte signature t 
‘give your mother pleas tre ? You were not won 
to’ be sa obstinate ’ 

“T do nat love, to cross you, believe me 
aio” 

"Nor did you ever do so in little things Onl, 
gow, in something of supreme importance. 

‘Thal is the reason, can you not see?” 

. Venubai could not see at, Uhough sho still re 
strained hepolf, The twg handsome wimen offere 
a diamatic spectacle as they stood opposite eae 
other, speaking with increasing anmiation, thougl 
as yet, gently, dark ayes flashing their garments 
fallon back from plump crs and shoulders — Ther 
had been between (hem a gene find of affeetion, 
which was not yet exhausted. ; 

“€Ttis no hght ching,” Beuty continued, “to sien 
away uta moment all the papery which dear Daddy 
acquirtd and left to me. Te might think that we 
distogard his labours and hus wishes, Yet Une money 
js the least thing. Nett] er you nor I lhink of itn 
the fast place,” ‘ 

“That is true, Nilya. It is not the money thal 
matters,” « 
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ve Tl is not the money that matters, bul the mode 
of life. § cannot accept your mode.” 

"You cannot, presimptluous that you are, when 
bai sy come out of il, when you havo known none 
other 

“Ah, yes, I have known another mode of life, 
as youls was my mother, when you lived virtuous 

beside Daddy making his happiness [ven here 
your life has been regular, and beyond reproach till 
now, 

“ for seventeen yeus, my lamb, chiefly because 
of you, pave T lived an utegnlar Ife, scorned of 
Hindus, neither Murali nor married, uncasted,” 

"Caste, castal IIow much one hears of at 

“You, who have never known it, may speak ko 
that The queniions of caste do well to maintain 

its rales wich severity, But ch, the satisfattiop 
that trickles to one’s finger tips when onc knows 
that one is correct im this respect, and that no caste- 
fellow can look down on one ” 

"You make too much of it, mother, I feel suye 
‘ou do. The priests impose upon you, knowing 
hat you may be the means of brmgmg them migh 

money. As & Minah,you weie absglved from , 
caste,” .* ‘ 

“That is true, But there is something wrong 
with my standing. Tt hut me that when m 
mother was lately here she would not ,eat with 
mon. > bd 

Belty cquid even laugh at the recollecyon, 

“No more would she cat with mo. Tlow stiff an 
old Maratha can be on sucha point! Ajabat does 
not cook as well as you, perhaps becausd eke has * 
never had as good materjds 1 used to eat the 
dishes she prepaved for me, but it had to be at 9 
distance, Dear grindmal I can seo der on her 
heels in a corner, over her own fireplace.” 

Almost she folt disloyal in maling even this 


” 
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criticism of the relative with whom she had had some 
sympathetic intercou ce, Belly also fongid, as did 
her mother, to put olf tt plcasantacss the decision 
that was counng, the conthies of wills 

“So you sea (hat exsteas weal thing, daughter 
Consider the caste serva its, loo, how they will not 
enter this house But a to your grandma it 
grieve: me to think of fer J Shall not look Upon 
hor face, a niother's face again Or yet again 

erhaps I shal], when as a caste woman J can invite 
ee here without any fear for her of polation, But 
meanwhile it is sad , She Jeft suddenly, aftor a 
quarrel about you, troublesome child | know not 
if she had enough money for (he yourncy ”” 

-the olements of tragedy were here , Betty bemg 
$ much a child, had not Cnce Hhonght of the question 
ef money when parting, four or five days before, 
with her grandmother, who weuld not mention the 
subject An armict a an anklet, even of silver 
from that house of abundance would have smoothed 
tue road for the aged lect 

More engrossing subjects had been to ihe front, 
{fo message, and the chance of rescue fiom her fate 
as a Murali., With the blindness of youth Botly had 
not reRected, as sha now saw, that a better equipped 
messenger might have set the lover sooner on his 
way. Yoo, slie now remembered secing Matthabal 
trudging away on foot without #0 nutch as a 
staff, « ~oen 
“Tt was too bad |"" she declared, ahashed. ‘I 
ought to have asked you for money to give to 
Ajabai, But can you not send 1t after her?” 

" Lreftnnot sand it so ag ta find her on her road 
where she will have mast need But my mind has 
been cating me on this subjects I have already 
sent plenty of monay to awatt bor when she reache 
Mumbai.” 

“fam so glad of that at least,” said Betty with 
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the'ea’ optimism of youth, which somotimes seems 
so shallow 

“Bul your grandma should not have encouraged 

ou to resist mo,” said Venubai, recurring heavily 
to the undisputed fact. 

“What shall Ido? Where shall I turn? List 
let us have done with this trashy question of money, 
to which I cannol*bear to give my mind But I 
must remember that though it means little tos you 
and me, ave, it means everything to some people, 
Specially to the temple priests,» and to my 
Guru.” 

“Tle dées love moncy, though he is a chaaming 
man, anda holy, If so, let him have it. You do 
me the justice, Nilya, to see that I wish your money 
only to give it away.” ar 

jelly pal her hands on her mother’s shoulders 
and gazecl long, witha troubled look which t11ed to be* 
spenetrating, into her mother’s eyes which weie not 
Insincere, 

"T know you do not wish money from the base 
greed for it in itself ‘But you wish for if nows 
order 10 smooth your path to certain objects,’ 

Love, or the stress of sorrow, was teaching the 
child apperception, ne (4 

“ Perfectly true,” assented Vennbai, 

“Some good peopte have thought a lot of money,” 
Botty went on, thinking oul hor problem a3 she, 
spoka., “It meant something to,my Daddy. 1t 
was the reward of his hard worl: and faith{ulnoss to 
those whos salt he ate. He hoped that*it would 
be a safeguard to me, instead of a snare to my fect. 
E sometimes feel that we do not think engugh of 
Daddy, and of his wishes m_this matter.” 

Venubai was eying to Yollow, though without 
sympathy. “ Well)’ * 

"Now what would be his feclings if he could 
watch me making over the fortune which he left me 
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ay a coat of mail in he battle of Ie? Woila 
he nol at least with to know lo whom it was 
going?’ 

“To whom could it g> better than to Mahadeo 2" 

"Texaetly. Do stucco Daddy, of he were now in 
the wom, wouldn't agre: to that In daet, he would 
consider the temples of Shiva che of the worst 
objecls,fo wluch anything could go. As for tho idea 
of Ins. daughter gome Ciere too 1’ 

“Beware of blasphomy, child) Have, dary, 
Mahadeol" © 

') have told you what my Yaddy cottainly 
thought T cannot forget the eduention which he 
and Miss Walpole gave me, se far as my yoars 
allowed.” 

¢'T shared in that education, [wrote chils in 
Enghsh, I was considered aitek in the uptake, I 
cajoyed the readings aloud fom Walter Scott, 
Yat behold, if has all fa len away from my mind like 
this suit from my head” 

“Nol so wih me, mother, though I was never 
qtfick. 1 suppose it all shows what the carlest 
mmpressions mean; and you were brought up for 
Skiva " 

"So T wis? Hegven be ‘praised! Is there anys, 
groator Bod 2” 

© There is none more filthy 

Venubar's face darkened, which 14 the way of 
flushing With anger forrthose who have her conv 
plexion. 

‘Take gue what you sity, or the anger Of the god 

will Shrike you” 
» “TL anysomewhat afiaict oryself, for I have lived 
all theSe years in the shadow of Shiva, The god 
himself is naught but itYs tho way of life which J 
Mead, And, as we know, he has powerful followers, 
who practise sorcery.” 

Tn speaking ,as she did, Betty gave too much 
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valiic t her own enlightenment. The very language 
in which jhe conversation moved, Marathi, is one 
fitted to express admirably concerns within the four 
coiners of a house, but admitting Jaiger ideas with 
difficulty. Belty did not at all realise her ignorance, 
helplessness, and, m some respects, supeislition, 
Though she had seen through the pretensions of the 
god, her mind was dn subyection to Lhe claims of his 
1iests. 
x What she meant lo say was, and this was to her 
credit, that ole preferred to be on dhe side of the 
angels 
“Yumph!" said Venubat. “ Are you then .no 
better than a Christi? is 

“Porhaps not I was so young when you made 
me abjure tle Ghristian faith, Women should not 
meddle with such matters. Yet the life which I at 
to lead must concern me, About this I have*the 
Christian owllook, not the Bindu. I will be a good 
girl, as J was brought up. I will not be the bride 
of Shiva ”’ 

“You have said that about a thousand times,’ 

“Because I mean it.’ She was fecling about 
how to express the resolution in her.‘ This is what 
. Thave to say about the money. , Lay might be 

willing to see it go to Lhe Lemplds if Lhereby he could 
save me from going there That would be to save 
me, ag a sorl a ransom, Therefore iako it, and let 
me go elsewhdre.”” * * 

“Fool! There is no elsewhore “for you in Hind, 
as you well know.” a 

“There must be. Let me leave you, and ox- 
perience my late.’’ 

“Such things are not possible. You ddvex me* 
so, Nilya! Not going to the god, or to a husband, 
who was never thinkable for you, you destroy my 
abr as well as yours.” * 

Then in Vilavat I will seek Daddv’s relatives.” 
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“Tt take good care that you do nothing of the 
kind! Your father lumself wished not this, or he 
would have provided for it To go into a land 
populited by scornful cold faces like Uhose of the 
score or two white women, real and pretended, in 
Kanhala Much notice they look of you in a dozen 

eas" 

“YT will do as Tecan, aie, here orthere But about 
the money ‘Take ut as a 1ansom for me from the 
temples if you will, But never as a dowry to 
establish me in Zingvun " 

The distinchion was quite plain m any language 
Venubai had heard it; as she complaitied, too 
often, 

“ Daddy bt be reconciled lo lus fortune leaving 
mgif for such a purpose Take it‘antl let me go 
But | will not sign it away except for a safe conduct 
away from hero” . 

; Do you even know whee you would go, mad 
girl ? 

f Betty had some thoughls on the subject, which 
shecould not utter. She had been quite sufficiently 
ex 5 quality not priz.d in’ women or in 
children, 

. Venubai gazed long and toficerly at hor daughter, 
She was alarmed for the love which had been of a 
peculiar tenderness belween Lhem, and wished to 
Preserve it from facing away before her cyes in this 
clissension.“ z t oe 

“You are not deceiving me, my Nilya? You are 
keeping nothing bac« ?” . 

Betty could not meet hor mother's gaze at that 
moment. ,The long lashes {ull over biown oyes 
nalurallyhonest, 

The mothers heart conquered far the moment, 
Lost the love which sho cherished should dissolve 
like somo volatile essence, Venubai would not 
pursue her enquiries, Nothing more likely, she 
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thovigl#, judging from hersolf, than that a strapping 
girl Tike Qetty, brought up m an unnatural way 
should have been drawn to someone or anolher 
put of comse a native This, afler all, was what she 
wished to lead Betty to; this sort of thing should be 
encouraged, 

For the third time she had picked up the thick 
file, for such 1L Was, of shects fastened on a gliing 
This she let drop again to the flvor. a 

Instead, she clasped her daughter in her arms, 
kissing her many tunes, slroking her face with great 
gentleness and then kissing her own finger tips. 
If Betty assented it was the most; she did not 
respond. This was animal affection, she began to 
think, seeking its purpose, Venubar's little game 
was obvious. * * ae 

“Let us sit close together, my pet,” she sgid, 
wheedlingly, “and love each other as of old time. 
You don’t scem lo he my own hitle girl of late, 
Why 1s it thal we can no longer get along to- 
gether?” 

She pulled Botty, wanswering, to the floor, where 
ay gat cross-legged, side by side, against the 
wal : 


o 

“What has come betWeen us, my Nilya?” she 
crooned, petiing an unresponsive soft hand. 

" You wish to lead me to a wrong life as I must 
needs think.” 

“Not sol Not so! Tobal God forbic't” 

“Tt does not seem wrong to you, ate, and that 
alone shows how far apart we are. Witt would 
Daddy have said to your plans for me?” 7 

“ Now don’t talle of your father any morg, Nilya 
He was all right while he lived, and I did not qiiestion 
his strange ideas, Ile was’: handsome man, and I 
wont 1o him in the way of love, which did not really? 
excuse me. Tor he hioke my career as a Murali, and 
got me into trouble with my religion.” 
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A good thing, T should think” 

"Toba again Beware how you talk, child, or 
you will get us both into fresh touble — Mete, so 
Close ta the temples t Shivas priests are famous 
for ths gadu, thay mogie, whereby they read our 
hearis and bring things lo pass in imexpected ways 
Who is a stionger fadar than Tari Pant 2” 

“T know he 4a great magician, What frightens 
me ahout him 1 that T cannot resist Lim or dislike 
him” 

"Yovd hetiér not try tol Then since the Gury 
holds the keys to admit us into our religion again, 
sinee he can enter inside Our minds and make us do 
what he wills, let us carry oul Ins wishes in this little 
matter of the money, ‘There is plenty more where 
this came from, in the lusts of men?» @ 

“No, that is not the way:to speak of Daddy's 
money, made by honest work”? | 

"You let your Daildy be, Nilya, can't you? 
I have nothing lo say against lam. But time was 
when a lover once departed could be out of mind, 
Tove another now ; 

" Yos, I know you love Tia Pant; nor do I 
roproach you for it ’ 
~ Betty woul! nog have presumed to judge her 
mother’ life or affections ; and in regard to the 
Gui in particular sho was bewilehed, She was 
incapable of pertness, which is Ute smartness of (he 

“gutter, She claimed no moro than to be her, own 
mistress in vital matters, 

“Ts noléthe Gur a mun to he loved?" cooed 
Venndai, vasty pleased, ‘Tam glad that you see 
dt ae will nat be my Jover wnt) (his matter 
of tho ifioney is setted,” 

The tak always came“ uound thus in a circle 
Vonubai’s attitude waa not merely selfish, Tt did 
ack look so’ to her, ‘Yet it wa$ capable of seem 
Ing $0, 
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‘Take the money, as I keep saying, dear mother, 
and let mago hee” 

" Apain and agant! Things are not so simple 
as that, child lverything 19 of a piece, or led 
together somehow 5 .O letting you go, now ? 
Do you think I could spare you, Nuya mine? We 
have meant far too much lo cach othar. You are 
dearer to me than aay daughter born in maritage to 
the ordinary nose-tmged woman,’ 

“ But surely I was born in mariage, ate,” 

"hore, calm yourself, my turtle-Sove, I know 
you always dislike me io say this, Of course you 
were borin marriage afterea fashion, the fashion 
of the Fermghis and their law, But not what we 
count marriage, Not in any way whici could help 
in your after-lfe,”’ % 

“No?” Betty waswearied of the discussion, so 
often 1enewed. , 

No indeed, iad you beén a child of marriage 

ou would have gone from me to a husband’s family 
botoce ou were twelve, at the latest, Our intimacy 
would have ended then; you would have been tle 
slave of the sasubat, your husbands mother,, I 
have ireated you differently from that.” s 

“T know you have, dear mother,” said Betty, 
aware of tho tyranny of the’ Hindu mothor-in- 


law. 

“Tt is the daughter of a Murali who enjoys 
domagjic tove ‘and petting. . But our i ititmaoy has 
been exceptional. Tor sixteen years now you have 
slept cithe? on the same bed with me or if the next 


room,” ; “ 
“ft has been a dear and a land intimacy, Why , 
can it not continue ? ” 1 


"Not altogether as it bas been, for tha passage 
of time prevents that,” said Venubai, getting rather 
beyond her “epti, “You are more’ than old 
enough for a lover, beautiful Nilya! I also wish to 
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know the life of love agin for a space before rf ig 
too lite Vor Tam not old, am [darling 2” 

‘There was an ansiety in the enquiry 

Betty Uis ime out ove. Ler mother, tenderly 
stroking and inspecting the face with which she had 
grown up, She could not be expectet to seo tts 
faults, the disguised tendency to hardness ot the 
notwork of minute wrinkles monnd the cyes, which 
werd more lustrous, certainly more potentially 
diabolical, than her own, Vor freshness there wag 
no comparison Metween the two frees 

“You know what Ajabai (hinks of ou looks, aig 
You will not be old for an age ce two yet & 

“Nol that, not that,” said the mother woll pleased 
“Tt is much that for a few years [ need not be 
boutiful only in Ure darkness ” i$ 

hen return, as you wal! ta the ways of love 
for which you were given lo the god, and from which 
Tdonot withhold you © Bul lel me go hence without 
my fortune, though I know not where” 

Betty had Gied to keep clamentat distinctions 
cl@ar in her little brain. 

‘Not so, nol so You cannot thus rend the 
woven garment Tere, as a Minali beside mo, 
sharing ourtconfidences, tefling cach other of our 
fovas{* 

Something like this was considered tho ideal lifo 
between mother and danghter by coyrapt Roman 
mations of the Empue, « m 

“Yor you a8 you think right; but no such life 
for me!" © ° 

“Ch yes, you will come to it, my pet,” sald 
*Yenuba,eecutring to her purpose like a tric Asiatic, 

The worst of il with, Hetty began to seal that she 
might come to it if Uné sort of thing went on, 
supported by natural affection ,and opposed by 
nothing, : 

- Haw happy we can be here together,” the 


a 
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mother Murali persuaded. ‘f shall tell you all 
about Uayi Pant, who will be grateful to me for the 
signed paper. And yor will loll me, to begin with, 
about the Raya Salub who worships the ground you 
tread upon.” 

Only this reference was requited to rouse Betty 

“Never |” she cried, flinging away to a filtle 
distance from Neremother. ' Qh that Dloaigd face 
as of a goblin; and his breath which laves a, tral 
of liquor in the air, suuvaming hke a flag belund 
him’ 9 

“Never mind,” said Venubai, laughing “It is 
well to bégin with a punce, as I never had the luck 
to do, Loves more to your mind will be eager to 
follow.” 

She had Yedched out one foot, and with dpe 

rohensile toe had gathored to hor the volumpous 
Aastirionl fiom the, floor, : 

"And you can urge me fo such Lhings |" cried 
Betty aghast, 

" Of course I can, since thay are for your good. 
Here,” she said, smoothing oul the ciumpled sheets 
on her knee and turning to the last one, prepgred 
for signature "That is right. Get up and feteh 
the little pen with which you, make out pretty 
signature, For this is whore you've GOT 20 sign.” 

“Tl do nothing of the kind,” said Betly slowly 
and with detgrmination. 

At, this Venubai was again upgn her {tel frcing 
her daughter. 

“This Sort of thing has got to end,¥ she said. 
“T've stad enough talk from you because of a old 
love, and because I'm good-natured, te ee wa 
kindly profession But ono» thing hdélds witl! 
en and all depend? upon the paper being 
signed,’ ’ 

"T think so (0o,"" said Betty will a flash of 
intuition, 
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She saw it now, how many Lhings hifched {pon 
that untidy file of brownish paper, is 
Trom her owa youth and ignoriunce and ughtfil 
msunets she was drawing saength for a defiance to 
which Marthabaa, with all good will, would not have 
had the courage to urge het 
“Things will never end like this,” Betly was 
thinkmg within herself. LET eu resist my mothe 
for a while it is the most As soon ag lari Pant 
comes I shall have to sign, [T cannot resist him 
Once T have signed Tam in thei lands, and things 
will happen as arranged 5 im Rao is to be sent for 
first pf all Woo is he Will Kdgar fever come 
and save me? Le has no time te do so at present 
“But if T can delay then plans,” she advanced m 
ber fining “it is something, ‘sefcly to refuge 
to sign is a little thing After all, Us is my papor, 
‘to tear up or to do with as I please If I tore atu 
that would hamper their plans nicely, Tt woul 
take them days or weeks to replace it. They do not 
dream of my doing such a thing, [shall never dare 
to doi. But [ will do it, and thoroughly 
Belly took the file out of Vennbai’s hands, who" 
was glad to suender it ‘Thon, steppmyg back a 
few fret, aho cafully tore it across the muddle, 
througf, the many thicknesses of paper, which 
1esisted somewhat, Again, before she could be 
prevented, she tore cach of these halves once mora 
acrosg, 36 that the otigimal oblong sheets wer cach 
in four pieces, far from reguhu 
Venabif liad watehed as af bemused,’ unable to 
inteffere, unable even Lo comprehend woul it was 
pn l00 latger 
The’ she burst oul in a volume of the unclean 
native abuse called shivif a dialect by uself, such as, 
to do her jystico, was nol often heard in that house, 
Tt began, “Child of an abandoned wofnan.” 
Having done her little decd, Betty had not a word 
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to say. She stood dazed and hightened, yet with a 
cerlain sqlisfaction in her heart 

Tor afew nunutes Venubat rushed about demented, 
sometimes catching Betly by the arm — Sho slapped 
her on the face and on the arms, then iatighed 
harshly at this a5 at an ineffective vengeance. 

Vou heard what Wamanrao said,’ she muttered, 
" ag Lo what he'would do Lo a daughter br daughter- 
in-law who merely tefused to sign such a paper, 
But as for you. . . wt” 

She looked about the large roont for Lhe means 
with which to do an unaccustomed thing 

As it Happened, in one corner was a wooden chest 
which had ariived the day before, brass-edged, 
thoroughly native. Upon the cove: fay the cord 
with which 2 Nad been bound in an elaborate knot 
for secmity, This gord was white, of Cnglish 
make, and Rat an inch in thiekness 

With the cry as of a Ligregs, Venubar leaped upon 
the providential instrument of punishment. 

Hardly anybody in India would have blamed her, 
under the circumstances, for what she was doin 

“Tho love between mother and daughter had by this 
time dissolved and faded away. " 

Had Betiy measured her styength sagainst her 
mother’s, a thing she would have scorned to do, 
sho might havo proved the stronger. , As it was, 
she was helpless. 

Tor rmaothee tore from har shpulders “her single 
garmont, exposing as far as the waist the stalwart 
cinnamon back. Upon this the tightly @oven cord, 
held in a Joop, descentled some scores of times, 
Tt was wielded by an arm robust and magne ered, 
It did not draw blood, but iteleft a well at each 
stroke, These welts, upén that skin, showed not 
red but nearly black. a 

At fingt Vehubai followed her sluinking daughter 
about the room, ‘Then she pushed, her down over 
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thé small table and had her there while 

ae pee ‘ oe 
Though Betty did not resist, sho yelled } 

: aan she el at each blow, Ike See 
ndian girl at such n moment.” dgabai, Ca 

Tam dead, agabat )” A iat 


CUAPTER IX 


a : 
In fi nt with NWP ite ch d wat 4, aE ma ay a lawver 
‘Lund ard doe vid pinnae bite, 
‘the huge Tage ecm te land the bind 
And thar bafta Ure pay 
The dem bead oxy ctait + und, 
‘tha axes wally for Kohamas hacd 
q The Gurse of Kehama, 


“Lnouat, bar!’ said a voice cf quiet authonty at 
Venubai's elbow, “ Whatever the gul has dope 
and I see what it 1, she has had lor auaehient 

A thoroughbicd-looking Uiahinin, very diffrent 
in appearance fromthe agent, had stepped with bare 
feet into the room fom outdoors, and up lo the deal 
table on which the poor gu] was extended. 

Al the sight of him several women servants of the 
house, who had gathered at the inner door, yith 
varied [velmgs, to witness the fate of ther youpg 
mistress, scattered from rospygt, with a crude 
aliempt at silaans, ig a 

Vonubai was bent over at her job, her own garment 
fallen from her shoulders Ste was paulmg, and 
flushed, whiclemeans darkeged in hue She certainly * 
displayed the figure for which India is untivalled 

"TL give it to you * Mad Pant had hawd her 
saying rhythmically with each stroke of cherope, 
“Tias is my fault for not domy so carhen, Se you 
have grown pampered to woranhond, &? And 
now you would blacken sur faces by refusing the 

od? Tas not*everything been leading to this fr 

our years past ?* Yel now you shiunk from your 

fate? I'll givo it to you, daughter of the shameless | 
N 
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You wouldnt sign the paper which the Gaui 
wanted > And fo make at sue yor mus tear it up 
Who Onght ver ately cout amd obs dr tey®? Tn our 
and ones thn gs are nat pos able wi hol a lover 
belund them. Thuy you at seit tova, O Nitya, 
unworthy to be an hor st Mia? By your age 
girks ways have one in Bharata if not contolled 
by maydige or by the service ol Mrhadco, Who fs 
ho? speck! THe ew he ono othodos Tindu or 
there would be no trouble abent it, Who is ho, for 
whom you despise my wishes and the Jove of the 
Raya Salih? Leven a Mussalman lover need not 
have gaused all this cencealment, plays Gan you 
be after one of he make-belu ve Sahibs from your 
father’s land? You always lainkored that way 
Ypu won't speak and tell me who iL? Oh, if] 
dont give it to youl ' . 

So by a sort of spontancons combustion une idea 
was oul. Only a white lover’ would explain the 
station 

Tari Pant took at in with a twitch of the cye- 
lashes, an vere of the dolteate nostrils, —1t was 
a plansible ad ere which might account for 
many things. It was his businces to flow up the 
clue or toereyectyst on geod grounds, Any such 
lover as suggcslea fnust be a trespasser upon his 
domam 

Some cause or other, he thor ght in y flash, was 

> putting ott of gear, and rausing to webble pamfully, 
the delicate compass Culruated to Jus hands, upon 
which sot much depended — Where wire tho un 
susp cled ump of iron thus poworful to warp the 
instiumuit ? 

Yar Cant had ponsed for a moment, unperceived, 
to watch the drama + 
» Tho beautiful girl was extend for the upper 
part of hertbady, across the lable, hekl thore by her 
mother s left arm. 
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MBedty sald uothing more coherent than No]? 
or “Don? as the colcd rope fell upon her 
shoulder’ and back = At other sliokes she recurred 
to “ Agahai fl) om “To oum decd ” She writaed 
“upon the table mowing and yelling wihout restraint, 
Thor gh well grown hewself, she contrasted with the 
posteauplial forms of ber mother Tur face was 
hidden on ane RL te 
Tt was a shock to Venubai to fod hee con« 
fronled with her spnatual guide and the man she 
loved. ‘Though naturally excite’, she was no 
virago even at this moment Whit she had been 
saying fallow d a reasonable Ime of though And 
what she had heen doing was no more than most’ 
Indian parents would have done under the cir 
cumstances? ” ". 
Yot she was consctous of being heated anc dis- 
hevelied. She wag uot looking at her post Not 
thus could sho hope to cilann the controller of 
unlimited Indian beauty, and the thought increased 
her resentment against hor daughter. She was also 
more voluble than was her wont. * 
“ Let me get in two ot three more licks, O Guru 
Sahib |” ‘sho said impulsively, without pausing %o 
adjust hor sai, “if *you kndw how well she 
deserved them |" * 
“T know she dows, bai. None the tess, for« 
bear.” “ 
“Tf your réveronce knew how,she spk of the 
god’ And how viciously she tore up the document, 
whieh new@lcd same teartng 1” * 
“To T not see the fragments upon the or? 
Call to have them swept up.” > 
Bul Venubai still stood impressive, “not un- 
staluesquo, ono, slrong Sm holding down her 
daughter, the other upraiscd to smite Such 
exposure is Title "regarded in the Laat, even by 
virtuous women In sundry Mohunmedan lands 
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Lismade grate quely lee of thin the she wing af the 
fice. 

Betty’) nore had cluinge ote a het (hroken 
sabbirg, Which sh sok her whole thame, when the 
blows cowed to de cond and she felt (hat he had q 
fiend. Tt we the weakness oC het ation that 
she had to rgd Har Pant ie sue h 

Q, help Cann Salub t "shes imb ued without 
raise Ler herd" Oh, how it hurbil Pet me go 
now wid } withOy not te colterecl ape? 

She docs nde nerd to fora while,’” sud Venubat 
gimly  “ She hes dene gnite enouped for her 
purpoms Oh, the Cuarys that depended epon that 
stamped paper new destroyed You revirence 
had In itor let me finish the job.” 

Not now The whole street de interested in the 
cri proceoding fram this here ; Tc mld heat them 
a good way olf, Come Meyda, you have not been a 
bad girl litherto, Promise te whave yourself if T 
get you let off the remmdinder of your purushment” 

“TE woukd come m handy for neat time," said 
Vinuba, reluetantly lewernpy her upraned ann 

"Eace ds Still the question of a hidden lover to go 

2 

f prouse, by proms,’ sobbed Betty, 0 

d ich Guru Sahib, yeu whe were alyays gently 

hh me, save ine | Only Jet me po now, and {will 

omise anything you wish," 

If ns efhitndy an Per part was not heroie, jt was 
mngularly Indi. She twisted dike soine wounded 
cieature 43 che Jay there, whic) to rise, 

“And f, have Lnot heen pende to her until she 
des avedeyentiontss ne longer? protested Vemubal 
with condciony coetitude, 

Se she had been, ag lhe Guin quite agreed. But 
tho pretty flower of alfection between mother and 
daughter Hing now on a bokeh stem, Tt was to 
Tari Pant that the pour girl, in confusion of mind 
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and in pain, {iincd instinctively for protection, 
having 10 other hetper, 

He was grutufied by this attitnde — Smee entering 
the roam he had been attracted by thc beaten girl, 
always somewhat of a favourite wilh Lim, and not 
by the molhet who bout her. Ventbai saw as mueh, 
Thongh they ann not be yealons m bor line, still 
te is not safe for the same man to be co icerded with 
mother and daughter, ’ 

Therefore Vermbat was anxious topnd the situation 
and to gel Belly out of the room as modestly as 
might be She adjusted her own silk gament by 
way of preliminary, pulling the frmged edge*around, 
her chin as it hud lain while she conversed with her 
agent, Sha gathercd together the upper folds of 
Betty's colton sari agd fling them over the brurked 

bd 


ack 
“Bul stay,” sud [art Pant with al ttle wave of 
the fingers which was regarded It locked as if he 
wished to prolong a situation which he found 
pleasant. x 
Ife took up the coil of rope which Verbal had let 
+ 


‘a ‘ 
“ Luckily there 1 no blood upgn it,” he remarked 
with obvious intention, “Thera would sgon have 
been uf Jad let you go on Chvashing Une Child as you 
wished, ba. ‘Lhere is no sense m overdomg a thing 
or in being bat, ’ i . 
Already thore was a chahge of tone, Bet \y tried, 
without ysing, Lo stiala glance at one wag <comed to 
expicss sympathy, Tler mother was blamyl b 
ampheation Leven in Tndia, ' Codlm as the fiend, 
not Short.” ; ” 
“Come Nilya, elear out, of this,’ siid her mother 
sharply." You have disgraced us quile enough” 
‘Tho child haw done wrong, and dagerved to be 
chastised. Only you do not go about il m the right 
way, bai, Hencefoth let me mangge such things. 
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answer a question or (Wo. 

“Yes, your reverened.” 

She had res(rumed: her sobbuyg and was fo king 
up and a ound at him with curiosity, as fur as she 
could without showms, her bust 

“Try and nol agetavate yor another by my more 
bold actions It is quite tue hat, you must be 
whippéd when you defy the aod, Try not to do 
so again, that'sea good gil, such as you always 
have been wilh me Do you trust me, clild ? 

"Whom have [in hetyen or eth to {inyt except 
you, my Guru? Lave you nol saved inc from 
bemg killed just now ?” 

“Oh no, it was not as bid as that, But do you 
belfeve that I am wiser than you?” 

A ‘nll of laughter, both merry and mocking, 
could come even at Chat mome it*from: Betty on the 
table 

“Oh master Oh Guru You, as high ag the 
sky overhead for wisdom, to ask that of me so 

” 


sily 


4 
Nilya, before you leave the room, T wish yéu ‘to 
ca 


You are silly, beyond a do bl,” said Hart Pant 
disnassionataly.  “eYou shonk try to be Kss so 
It does not add to tae Minalis altractions, however 
it may 4o the married woman's. An educated wife 
Drings bad Iiek, 1615 Gre, Butt the rides of Shiva 
should Jeayn all they can without impairing their 
looks “Why, T hitve wothun at the temples, sand 
in my servsce abnowd, who hive mastergl all the 
learnige of the Sabib ok in their own land ? 

“Me they wiser than Miss Walpele, who is a 
BA. of 'mbay ? "asked Betty, really interested 

"They have thal warihless degiee, and others, 
won in Vilayat. But their deepest wisdom comes 
nol thence.” ry 

“T know whence it comes kind muster,” ened 
Betty with a baight smile on her blubbered face, 
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cabielt way by her anferest. “1 have head of a 
Taabal who is there now, having retained fiom 
Vilayat, wis aud beautiful and kind who isa tamed 
nurse for the ek ? 

"That, among other things, true Be a better 
girl, Title Natya, rebel not agamst the god that you 
be coumted worthy of the companto iship of ‘Tara 
and of olhew like lier” 9 

"CT will be,” she declared, not knowing whut she 
gud. She was nol mistress of herself, She scldom 
was after Hark Pant had been talking to her Ite 
too, besules her father and Miss Walpole, Jiad 
aducated’ her, Tis influence was the more ‘potent, 
being of the present, instend of the past. le was 
tho dangerqus, (dueator, When witt lim it was 
only in a comer of her heart that she could remander 
that sho was on the wrong track, that such things 
and companions caud never be for her if she led an 
honourable life aecording to the old standards. 

“So now to return to the questions, little girl.” 
He seemed to make @ larger use than before of {ho 
diminulives to which the Marathi language lends 
isalf, “Do you beheve that I wish you well, ‘that 
Tam your true fricnd 2?” 4 - 

At thig she ticd agam tor tvok ardund at him 
without exposing herself. ‘Then, g ving up the 
constrained position, she rose (o her het, drawing 
the sant abowd her bosein, (inging the cid eft over 
the toft shoulder, then diving what sanaingd of it 
down over the head and the right showlder to her 
chia Sho slood again filly dothed, though spaken 
and hurt, meeting with something hke responsive 
attraction the glance of Mari, Pant's fous grey 
oyes. 

* Darin the minute that was reqmred for all this 
he seatehiel por with an admiration which Venubai 
resented in silence but with a darkening counten- 
anea, 
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“Pardon mo,” Belly then said with a mec litte 
manner of affectiontte respec / Ob Gur aft whom 
hive 1 on this euth for ov tre find if nel you 
who have just reseucd me fom my mothers des 
tractive Lay 2? 

This rather nasty retuark was accompanted by an 
angry glaneg al Vonubii ‘ 

'Doenot blune your mothee overmuch, my 
mip! with a ddusive appettance of standing up 
or Venuba  T suppose you knew that you've 
made a peck of fro able for us by this performance of 
yours? glancing comically at the htler on the 

dlon. “You must have used some vigour and 
purpose duung the minute al your comnitnd 

"T believe L did,” sid Betty, laking this as a 
coripliment and with something lke a twmkle im 
hor taarftl cycs 

“Bad gill So many things depended upon the 
signing of thit paper,” 

“ Positively, she did it ina lash,” put in Venuhai, 
“y stood as one bewilehed wuching the horror 

oing on under my eyes, unable to prevent at or to 
Interfere in time. But so many Uhings depended 
upon the cat (paper of sym ttn) 

Us You,mayY well Kuso, bai, ‘The coming of her 
puneely lover fiom Kanhala which [ nist now 
countormand.” 

“And the coming of my lover, for avluch I may 
now wait, E suppose,” said Verul i refully, “And 
my restorajion to caste and ta the toniple service , 
and the gul's own complets admission 10 en re 
hgion” Tshouldn t wonder df she had in sceret lover 
on her owesall this time, perchance a Christian anda 
Teringhi ' ar 

“A white lover within these oursac ed precincts?" 
extlaimed the chief priest, firinge at (he thought, 
“Nay, woman, dismiss the idea, T will nat think so 
ill of our lille Nilya Not witiout the strongest 
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nositive proofs , and then wee to her and Lo such a 
fverd ae 

“Ter gamhnother, my ae, has boon lately here 

‘ona visit ef some weeks. Though she would not 
cat with me, which giieved me Uhough she was qytile 
right go lar as thal went she has lived half het life 
among th? ely and jus picked up some of then 
guangs ideas = If nmy be -T know not - -Pwowd not 
do my mother wrong but she may have served as a 
go-belween for Nilyaand some contaminating lover” 

“Not $0, not $0,” sud Tad Pant? iumphantly 
afler a moments thought. “ You wrong your 
mother, who hw remamcd a faithful Tindu ander 
difficult circumstances Tor consider No such 
lover for Nilyy ag you suspect could he svalved out 
ofthe bluesky. They must first have met somewhere 
before messages conld Be sent, And it is plain that 
they have not nicl" » 

He brought out the conclusion like a QTD, 
At the same time he wis watching Belty natrowly, 
to gea if she gave herself away. 

She was naturally shaky on her legs nat fit té 
stand. In. the corner of her consciousness which 
remained clear she was pitifully gepeating : “Oh 
Edgar, come quickly or it wall he,ioo lata t” : 

hie faltered as she said aloud; ‘Let there bo 
permission ” (Co depart). cy : 

"Courage, Nilya,” said Itai Pant with much 
kindnass. THe could sce no ign ofa hidddh secret. 
"Very soon you can yo. Bul tell me, sf | over ask 
you to do fomething ou! of the way, the Peason for 
which you cannot understand, will you dow With- 
out hesitation 2?” d 

“Ts it tomive my signature, Gtira{i ? 

“ Perhaps thalaperhaps Somellung, anything else 
the motive of wphieh, youcannoe fathom Lecanse yor? 
have not the brains.” Will you simply de it without 
hesitation >” 
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She boked ap at hin with eyes witching oven fi her 
humibation and we iknoss, timdly, yer not with 
fou ont with elistrust : 

see, he eoatinucd, °F will not even look upon 
you while you spetk in any such wiry to central 
your answer, wish you to bea fee arent — Give 
me Unis promise witlont andae iallicnee from me 
or nod aleall. Will you obey Wwilhtout quostionng 
or mbellon whatever Louriy tall you to de hore 
after, no mater hew purposdess ar queer x may 
seem to your” 

What willat be, Groupe” 

and what wait hkely to be?" askefl Vennbu, 
moved by the same emiosily 

‘Ah, that [cannot possibly tel) you, my dears, 
bécause ET do not know myself Wh ttever may 
aie, may seem desn.ble of useful, in the quickly 
shifting changes of Whe fate in which we ate in 
volved ”’ 

Te was not looking at Betty as he x a ths 
gliltermg grey eyes, the lightness of which had been 
Thuch exaggerated by Marthabai, were d¢ecorously 
lowered from Betty's face and stilt heaving bosom 
These eyes wereaieally of the handsome colour of 
polished dfirk grey granite, 

Lt is‘truo that the hapleas gil was ot, as she bad 
been at imies before, under lypnotic subjection to 
him. e 

Tt Svat with self-detérmination, of her free will 
ho wifhout seeking his sycs (us tims, she 
spoke + 

“L promise, Gurayi Whitewer yon may at 
ssome fave time pratt pon me, T promise ta do that 
thing without seeking La amde stand it? 

She was rewarded with a Inillant simly, which 
Some might have (honght flashy 

“Thal ig my good httle gif as you used to be. 
Now go to your bed and lie dewn, “You awill nol be 
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the Worte for this whipping afler a goad sleep, 
After all, the Shastras an(hortse parents, hushands 
and spiritual gindes (deal those im thar charge, 
e, only behind, and net on the nobler party in 
ront, Buti you need not have been se severe, bai, 
Nilya will want some fomenting, some tutsme and 
care, Who is hea that ean attend to her?” 
Venubu, who chdsnot like the way im Which she 
was by impheation put m tho wrong as Cowardsahor 
daughter, glanced at Hetty — By the freemasonry of 
ther sex, and of the houscheld, which ull subsisted, 
Belly understood, 
 Dhondrhat 2? she falterodl 4 
"Yes, you can have Dhondibai to attend to you 
Go" ‘Then, in explination to the priest ‘Tt is a 
Mahar servant by the day such as {still have lo puth 
up with, lacking caste.” 7 
Bouly vortencd as she walked to the coor, where 
she tuned round for a lowly salutation, hands to 
forchead, to her Guiujt 
Her temples wore Uuobbing, she was in pain all 
over, and the poor httle brain which had been under 
discussion was recling, It was well that nothing 
more was to depend for a while upgu her perception 
ar judgment, a4 i‘ 
et asshe stumbled over the threshold she rgmem- 
bored the lover who liad not come upen ayhippagall 
to save her, whp even chen was sGuggling with (Le 
difficulties af a mity road, + 4 pe) 
Oh Vdgar, you did net set out any foo scon, 
Come quickly, ero it is loo late,” 
Hart Pant followed her with eyes keon ‘And 
critical, rather than amerous, > 
* There goes a fortune,” he romarked,”" larger 
than has ever come to (hese temples im a single 
windfall IT would,not mention it befere her fo? 
fear of upsetting her with her own 1 pottance 
Let her continue to consider it a little thing, Bat 
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thore went many Jald + of rupees, which we ¢innot 
spue They will be the mon easily transfered if 
we de nel hap upon then” : 

"Yes, that acal you tlark cf, Un mousy,” 

Venubat hat fornie hese werds in her mind, but 
did not dace to witer them She knew that the 
were not cuindy tue; and even wished that they 
were, Sife dieaded fo accentuate the situation 

Undoubtedly, within the }al-hour, the powerful 
Gu u's likmy baad pe from hetself to her daughter 
Veaubii felt 6, though Betty in her innocence did 
not Tur Pant wis nol sensual as Indian mon go, 
Where all such axehvaens were legitimate, where 
there was no possible thought of wrong-doing, but 
neciscly the opposite, m connection with them, he 
aa to pass by most opportunitics.” Te was not 
quck to kindle Te was Tainty in the extreme, 
with standards of taste which had to be svtisfied, 
Tt had taken long lo bung him to a qualified assent 
to Vent hur’s claims 

And now so much, to ning about which had been 
her chief thought for a great time past, was lost 
It, had not becn put inte words , but it, was in the 
sir She was midove with Mar Pant, not alogethor 
hascly, She lovyd, hi vn for his sheer good looks, 
his intellect, his brisk yet quick nvunner, and algo, at 
must be sid, for his mystica! powers, lis holiness 

The director of a Uousind beauties, Che master 
of the Gtaden of Kamas could not but be fastidious, 
Ths thoughts were mostly a hah with the business 
wand the “polities ef tae tearples, { Ni€polcou can 
onle oat one dinner a day; ancl lie eammot have more 
mistressys? Lhan many a subject 

But Zenubal hed seen il passing, that delicate 
desire which was hard to tempt~apassing fiom her 
own claims, unquestionable by, any Eastern stan 
dud, to & whey-fuel gil “She elt at with a 
revolted heart, which im that moment turged against 
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by mae youth Sickeningly silly youth, as tt 
‘ensonably scom: with no cham save its own 
oulbtuiness ? But the bearl of man, even Lhe 
oftiest, camnol resist it, 18 Sainte-Beuve mighty 
lover as wall as crilc, over and over ex] crieneed, 

After a pause of such tength that Meri Pant 
Jooked up to see what was the mattor Ventbar 
shee in a compromise between prudence ad, the 

ruth: 

: “Jt is well for your reverence Vrat I loo am 
careless in the matter of money. ‘There are gieater 
thmgs m hie” , ‘ 

He glanced up ayam at a certain tone in her voice 

«There certainly are greater Uungs, bat one or 
two But by them the temples pubsist, and we the 
twice-born hold our power, and the likes of you dary 
not defy us Love ‘s one of (hese things , and Xhe 
other religion, the due social order which we 
direct.” 

“When shall I get back my caste-standing ?” 
she fap “Tt te a goad caste, that of the 
charitable Mahataja Balwant Rao, who is inlerested 
in the matter.” 

“Ths caste and yours, excep tha, you lagk 
yours, woman, are but the dust bf the roahhin my 
eyes, If you are not docile in obedience.” ; 

There spoke the immeasurable pute of the 
Biamin, ludicrous when ngt dheeuve. But here it 
worked, These two, though they*sought the sane 
objects, cauld not be called allies, such was tte 
mequality between tuem. Lovers they might yuve 
been under happier chewinstances, which now seemed 
unlikely. But Venubat was no nore than the wnstru-? 
men. 4 

“T beseech your reverence to regard my merj- 
torious efforts 1¢@ pleasc you during all these 
years,” 
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“You have aplad cverytling by your chaste 
just now TE you want lo dat aay, you women 
you war kto de it abence without an msant’s delay, 
No wonder that tobe bor ia woman fi the next life 
ay the gicatest degrade ton which can befall a man's 
soul Se watt has come of Uns inconsiderate 
haste You knew Chat Dwae comin to you toda 
Under my eye Uhe gitk would lywe made no trouble 
about signing. Took new at this tard” 

Tic mehe ted with) nupatient secon the torn 
document and the fallow rope, 

Thavesinned, | live done wrong" paid Veunbai, 
lifting to dum her gloos eyes, new, perplexed 

"Rot owas from love T did so, ud the wish to 
please you, Guru dah b C0 thought, m my foolish 
Peart, what joy supposing T can Truve the salapatra 
fl ready by tite (lie las reverence comes, Then, 
wiftn Nalya did what you sce, my blood was all ma 
flame, because C feared your fove was lost Even 
yet 1s a seusfaetion ty me to Tawe thrashed the 
daughter of asyey ! 

She spoke sincerely being very much in love 
But everything wes wong that morning ; nothin 
held When she stopped to think, Verubai cout 
not be glaal she ad Unashed her daughter, Tor if 
the Brahmin had Got Cane in just when lie did, had 
not seen what he saw, things might not have tarned 
out so disfointedly, and there would still have been 
a chance of Dis prenysed love, FO was an evil 
conedtenution altayathor i‘ 

He looked hes up and down , and ahe could not 
stind a erttical examination Fler purple garment 
was runjpled, even tom and ik stained. She did 
not laol€ the better for b ing: flushed and exelted, 

Lis wule cartewheel dai ban of salmon hue, elabors 
ately done up with the Gwists and ums which make 
trade scorets, somewhat shaded Kis fase, ‘This could 
have bone inspection by any hght, being of the 
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Konkani Brahmin type which sometimes seums to 
show even ovarbecdingg in its delicate rofine- 
ment ) 

Tlow many a peasant or peer of Scotland has no 
sucht feacares t 

YWari Pint belonged to the steaming wondaland 
whe. Kanhala kimgdom reaches to the sew Not 
far away was Ratngygri uso renowngd for ats 
handsome Maratha "Brrhmi ns who lo dhe wy add 
vigour, offen shown in their potsonons oppos.ion 
to Brtish rule. They are Conacious and unscaupu- 
Jous in faction, Secling {hat Whey have so ichow been 
done oul of thew birthnght o rule Western India, 
Of them wis fiui Pant though many of lis ahces- 
tors The Kukadays were parteular swells even 
among sacerdolat Bralunms ‘They could by no 
means marry wy Brakinm gud, but were conlined 
within a narrow gotra, OL IN UTlae pen fy 

This was to their Gwn greater glory Tt could be 
claimed that nowhere has the elaborate m-bieeding 
of the Aryan race been canied futher than in 
Poisia and in the Konkan, Sonic woakucss must be 
expected to result; but m the Konkin it is not that 
of the mind, , 

An extreme physical beauty has!heon pne r¢esulf. 
What must the sistas and wives de of stich mon as 
the Konkani Brabmins ? They arc not easy to seo, 
although not oxpressly sceluded, Wha seen, Uncy 
have ewepl Euxgpeans of thou feat ; 

Haat Kukaday was forty-hve years of ago, Which 
is in no seyse youngish ty India, Ue way tall and 
hghuly built, detive though inched to stoop. . Lua 
him {he pursuits of the mind had worn down "the 
body, lis thin face, with its gmall fcathres and 
hollow cheeks, had something havinting and pathetic 
about it. Iere was the distingt ished and asthetig 
stamp sometimes given by ascaticism, though [ait 
Pant was no ascetic. Perhaps he was not m very 
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good health, bat new Che end ef the tether 
Tndtan Tift 40 of an 

Ths skin was of a fiyt brown thnost running inte 
agoldencolom The lumine us cyes ¢ 4 most Lnchang 
word Chis case replaced by the Cbs of aank gramte 
which gave Han Pant hi charteterisie look 
Tits foot were small und or yde, lis fingus of 
extreme glenderncss ard length. « 

The chief pucst of (he Lingum temples had only 
roathed his position after HON se f ncgs 
Tlindns and Christin: a these days have ta know 
all that cua be leamed of ciel othar Ua Pant, 
disegarding dhe profubittens which told form 
feudts, had spentsone ton years in TED , dequiring 
wilh facility the learning of Che Voanehis in order te 
be abk to baflle and seandalne, them There 
Seemed no end to the things of which te had ¢ 
scholarly knowledye | and Lirope was not the onl 
continent which heelad seafdad Lt was all in 
ordur to serve the temp 43, far whose benefit, and for 
Ins vested interests in Chem die worked mgt and 


day. 

Liawi Pant had two farmnlies of childien, separated 
yby some twenty years Tle was a grandfather; 
wile lwvg,of hey gous vere studying in an ancient 
Engligh Tniveratty Lis wives: were twos the 
mother of this older faanily, wad a young gud whom 
he ‘hid nfatried some years baek for lis avn 4 tise 
faction ,and with whan he was happy 

His desmres did nol frequently wander "he yond 
Uns atiengement. ‘Though there 1s ao necessat 
coufhiet between the flesh and the intcleet, which 
often flontish together asim tle case of Sainte 
Bouve, Chis pent! of Shiva was ne volupinary 
All things wore lawful at Lingiun, wal for Hari 
,Pant inmost of all But all things were not con 
venient ay desired Tia wasen kefea full of large 
Jatorests, vhich he found mare absorbing than petty 
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things, Te neither over-ate, lke 60 m wy Bialimins 
when they ean a ford at nor took pams to feather 
his own nest, 

If Bolly dnd her fortune were acquued for the 
temples, ar edttat bey de Wer he aniversal edpec beuiou 
in Western Fudiy Eat Pant would not prolit by the 
dransieion, Ccrtdinly Che money would go over 
ma hunp stun to, the trustees As for thy maid 
who wont will iG, he lid nevur thought of her yntil 
this morning weve ina kindly ledht as his pupil and 
wird, Le uow felt: this kindness vastly increased 
by her helpless viigiual chim 

“Yo not be .o had on Nilya again,” he now said 
with a smile, “She has given ine somathing lo do + 
to wnde her morning’s performance, and [ must 
hasten aboutit ? ‘ 

"But your reverenae wil come again, will you 
not as promised this evening ? ’ Y 

"Payment upon delivery bf yoods’ was essen 
tually the brutal answer,‘ Look afler my pupil ; 
yet yo Lneed vot restiun her me vuments 

Venutru thought that the hght of lier life was 
vanishing as Tat Pant departed. 

Ho left the house afoot, as he jad arrived No 
family in Lingam kept a conveyance cf any kind 
for private purposes, albongh dhny could afford it 
To is stig, (he distances within dhe little town, wets 
minute But thos outward suuplicity te of the core 
of Jasin hie, znd do lepartigl 2 oma at onc'sown risk, 


‘The bedyoom whieh Betty sought, aftct giving a 
ay for Dhondibai, wae chat which she had alyays 
sharel with her mother % 

The kindly serving-woman ovgrlook her Seeing" 
her weakness, she passcdaan ann around Betty's 
waist and led he? forward r) 

The room wits ntarly bare of contents save “ora 
large iron bedstead with 9 spring mittiress, but 

0” 
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without Hrropean bedding, Natives can, seldom 
resist buying such an a ele when Chen means reach 
to it. fi 

But they diaw the line by chose, &C wy further 
furnitme. When Tlyder At hit te flee tom the 
battle of Porto Novo, he was scated ma chowhs, a 
portable stool about ning inches high, covered bya 
carpgl. How nutinal to Suppo: othat he sat there 
like.a human beng, with his fect ont! But no, he 
sal croselcgeud, with his feet hidden wider um 
This was his posto when the faithful groom 
venlurcd to lay hold of his legs and put on hig 
slippers for him, . « 

ihe invinethle crook in the knees, which prevents 
one’s being happy seated wilhout onc s feet tucked 
nder one, continues, and extcneede(o Betty and 
her mother. There was U ¢xefore not a elvtic in ther 
bedroom, Nor was there a chest of drawers, the 
place of these Sung Ciken by wooden 2oxc9, 

Otherwise, if an otherwise be posable, the room 
was of good size, shaded ad pleasant On the walls 
raned up, wore several Coloured news paper pretures 
including one of Lord Chilingham the sporty; 
Governor of Bon bay, popular with natives 

. Europeans, * 

Bettys own Sihtinel was to wash her face 
thoroughly, Then Dhondibai tated her over 
laying Uhin wet cloUis upon the bred and aching 
mack with many an dmcouth eypicssion yf syn 
pathy, 

; But When so much hed been dene, Betty, imsturd 
ofAetting the servant vo en with her programe of 
care foynd herself ancont ollably biinga y. 

“© T d0n’t thinks Pm going fo die, Dhondu, for I 
have the most tenable appotite ” 

« “Tm not smpised, young mistress, ‘That was 
always how at use to be wheh ny husband, who 
4s now in Kieaven, had bt aten me,” 
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Waal do you think yon can get for me, Dhondn 
dear?” 

There Wag ny het food in the heuse et that carly 
hour All had had (heir ite at cold victuals on 
rising with koa ‘The abirdant late bicalkfast, 

ralrtbly to be cooked by Veuubat herself, would 
nol be ready for some hous 

Tlowever, Diloworbu bristled about te somo 

mupose. She collected an overflowing platter of 
broken bread of several native sorts, with cold rice 
and cold pout’s mat cured, not at all do be despised, 
She made lea, upon which India is Tovomme as 
dependents as Europe, Only at has net the sano 
taste, served in a metal vessel alter being made at a * 
smoky fire on the Moor, 

So Belty ale on the bedstead (sitting up, her foot 
under her) until she was satisticd, She ate with her 
fingers and with a Wealthy young appetite Secing 
that Dhondihbai looked Hungry she told her to eat, 
Dhondibai was not supposed to he fed in the house, 
yet. sometimes had meals given her 

She was a Mahar widow of middle age who came 
in to work during the day She had that moumng 
walked in from her village four #ules away in tHe 
deeper jungle, where were ber clujdien afd her blid 
old father, who depended upon het. She was alwiys 
grateful for a eup of tea, or for any token Loud yto 
cany back. , 

That she shoukl be there ke tad was a pat lol the 
involved servant question due to Vengbais lost 
caste § THE Mahara really have no caste to lose, 
though they think they ive, and give thomndtves 
airs as if they had. Of comse they mig} not cat, 
with Christians ; and there 1s 0 Single caste in Lhose 
parls helaw than, ¢ 

liven Dhondjhai, was capable of putting on aith 
about eating in Vonubai’s house, thoggh usually 
oo hungry. She and her folks were what are called 
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out-e tates, or the depresse 1 classes among whom 
such good qnission uy wore bie bean dene She 
herself at cne pertad in the grist had sctved in the 
bung dow ofa Chaistn pat saenary, far away, and 
had always retuned some dripuss from this, 

Dhondibai, more simply called Dhondu, did not 
hnaw her own age, nd looked ald lout Wits probably 
forlye She stocd stalwart on her®teps, Ligh Up on 
whieh was tucked tsar, so fuded that it was fim 
possible to tell what colon it bad been Sho 
supported lr a fasloon Lalfa devon souls by her 
guinding and other work at Vonnbars and by the 
clghtemules which she tiid,ed daly, rising: always in 
the dark Dhondu had her absued pots, but wag 
tiuly a good soul ‘ 
¢ Whon they hid both cuten, though not oxnetly 
together she wanted Betty To lie relixed and to let 
her knead the tired imbs with her strong knuckles, 
lo erse and iefiesh thert Such massaging (shams 
pootng itis sometines called wm India) ts what the 
commonest natives are alk to de without any 
training, and with the best’ cfeet 

© After that you shul sleep, ? said Dhondtbad, 
But these simple words, or the tone in whuch they 
Were gpokln, somghow scl Betly Lo crying ire slibly 

She lay there on her sto nach, subbing as af her 
heart word break and only repeating: ‘1 wish I 
were dead | T wish L were deat", 

“Ao,® don’t,’6 said *Dhondibate continuing the 
massaging 

Then, ku Vag besede the bed, she btyaun to pat 
Beity, as one pats a haby to sleep, “Together with 
this shes roone L some haces, inpet lectly rere nibered 
from het days ameng the missionarics, you favourites 
wilh Betty. ‘They wete w tragslation of Walls’ 
Teradle soug, rather smoother than ghe original 


Niza nize mathya hula, 
Bhku naho bs honala 
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Tiasg lines and othas with spirted bide vaiia~ 
tions, which should tightly come in a mother's 
comforling*vgice, fo le patting of a mother’s hinds, 
came in Dhendthai’s gruff tones, yet not without 
thelr swee (ness 

Belly began to ery anew, while Dhendibai con- 
tinued Neither attempted to tak 

The gut was [didonc, and at an cxtroity,” She 
felt har danger aculcly, while not aware of any yore 
strength or wil or comage Lo stinggle against it, 
After this she would have to duf€ down the stream 
to the great sea, La be devoured of ils monsters ag 
fate willed, What biem sheohad, had buen ertered 
and taken passeston of by Iai Pant, who was 
directing her destiny 

“ Guiujt is kinder than my own mother,” was the 
last conscious wave of thought that passed over her ; 
“even Dhoudu is kinder Oh Ldgar, whe are you, 
where are you; or did T but dream of you? ft I 
falto wait for youil isnot because I have not tried.” 

She seemed to be grasping at the feet of an image 
madieam, She was asleep, 

The run, which had begun to fall heavily again 
after holding up for some twenty-four hours, im 

eding TMdgar on his way, lulled het through the 
long forenoon with ws wnavallec Mla 

‘hon Hetty awoke, her limbs and her back no 
longer ached, but only her mind = Even this was 
somewhat appdased, and hapetul , ay 

To her came the ravishing scent of fely mada 
curry in tits air, her mother’s cooking, av she well 
knew, and bi meng up may a memory of houselsld 
kindliness. Venubat had had the gracesto keep 
away from her own bedroom, vehere Betty slept ; 
and indeed her bedroom dyes nol mean the same 
to an Indian as.to a European woman, Justead of 
bothamg ler tlaughler she sent m @ sleammng 
platlerful of Botty's tavolitile dishes, * 
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When these hid bec dispo.cd cf, fe hogar to 
seem Mote pest te but et te a Malt Betty 
tell more detounduabier to paddle lit 1 Wii canoe 

She Lig st lly Licked a confid int am Jt w.thin a 
few days cl bar gemadmothers departure, Now 
she decuted lo inake vne of tle: aervant who had 
shown so motherly a lhe wt, 

Sealed of the bed, with Dhowdiai im the same 
atutigle on Une floor before ier, and having seen 
that the doot war closed, Bethy beysia her story 

She told of dhe mectiye with Do Pulton four 
months befow, of the prollcred love and of her 
nromige to sent for bie help it cver she,necded it 

adly, and of the message w ich Aproat had taken 
some five days ago, Ob the i rseention which she 
was sulfering in older to shepherd Her into the fold 
of Shiva, there was no nevd Cee tell 

"Now appeared the advantage, i ans uliterate 
heathen woman, of even a httle Ghustion teaching 
in the past. 

Dhondibai was not a Chustian 5 she would have 
bean shocked at the Wea wi such v ilung. Sho 
adored Slava, and saw nothing wrony in the custom 
of the place, 1b wie so entively natural, 

Vel she was well pgh the only person in Lingam 
who cduld have synipathised with Betty in her 
priai+ Tt avas the thought of compulsion being 
exercised upon one fo make one do what seemed 
wrongs Wweoncaell {iat ineved her. , Mbondibat also 
lacked the blind geno batie | of iepeans, having 
received, Gough but nov sna way, gavtl and not 
ovileul their hinds. ‘The story of Fulton, the white 
Jover oul al the sky, rather appealed to her, suggest 
mg Gales hich siedicd heared of Prince Krishna, 

‘You are nat fiftudefor the Jie here, young 
utistress,” she declacd fron the door,‘ Truly 
there ig no Karm in it, and yuu would giace it, being 
beautiful. Gut if you suy Chat*you are a Christian 
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al haa, and that this Ife seems wrong to you, 
why there is nothing more to be said, and 1015 wrong 
to foree yo | You are not 90 young as most Muralis 
when they begin, and you ought to know your own 
mind, Yel £ was heping that when you started 
i on your own you might like me co your chief 
servant, and that my time of abundance might this 
come before I die, although late in Ife.’ \ 

"Tam sory to disappoint you, dear Dhondu,” 
said Buelty, suuling ‘Not an that way will’ you 
ever profil Unough me.” » 

"To Unnk of the presents you lordly lovers 
would hay given me!’? pursued Dhondibai, su. 
rendering the daydream with rcgret 

"Not in that way, be sure, But per raps m other 
more honourablg ways Who knows what may po 
the gratitude of Fulton Sab if you help me, and 
perhaps even of jhe English Saku, who* are 
responstble far me? Meanwhile IT have not a pice 
about me, Yet there is this silver bracelet, of which 
Thave a dupheate, and which my mother will thus 
not miss from my am [ know not what il may be 


rth. 

But Dhondibai knew within arapee The amoun, 
though not large, for the heiress was hel enliusted 
with large values in any shife, meant adeliver- 
ance for tho village woman from a hgst of little 
debts. 

Yo it up, “dp, in your Aadar ” (fold ofsthy sar), 
Belly continued persuasively; And t was done 

“Not locnuse of this noble present,’ remarked 
Dhondibai, but hecause [ am sorry fer you,yand 
Jove your pielly ways. If the hfe of q bride of 
Shiva seems wrong to you, why wrong is for* 
you ‘That's sel{led. Myannssionary Madam Sahib 
whom [ once served would have said thu it is wroag 
anyhow; but"l d&n’t follow her go fas! 

"No matter,” sdid Bolly, ‘ Nuvert shall it be 
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ny ne Now how co you Uunk yor can help 
me 

Cf Putte Salata ts a treme Devens?” Clana out the 
oldur wom, She orist be ale rdy caning to you 
hot-fou, of pe chance alcady aitved as lar as hig 
can. ‘The only place where a Salub ca pat up near 
Tangamos the hotel) “Thats twe nates fom heve, 
andin the drcclion apportte to thy: vallage where ny 
cChildrgn andoaey old blind nan ate wattings lor me 
for Chair cvennye meu” 

“FV hd thought as mich, | But wall you, Vhonda, 
hike a dear good soul keep Chem walling to-night 
while yon tiidge to the ho-tel do seat a Salah ig 
snived there, vid tf perehanee it as diy Salih? ? 

“Y suppose Tomist, and without guumbling, A 
Sabib, once come as faras the ho-(el in search of 
you, would not know where te tin next Te dare 
now snow his face in Langan owg, searching, ’ 

' Of course not, And bate tittle clare yo there by 
daylight 

‘What the white Marah, for whom ‘t Raya Salah 
is wartting, iy whomallthe tows Gakes prid sand stack? 
Tf you were found ay on the he -tel promises hy day or 
night at would be dhe and of Connell Sthibs lade, 
which is altgady rescated,” 

“'Yolumy moverntnts ae not hampered, TI could 
go to meetoiny Sahib upon the way so soon as 
darkness falls, if euly by my good lnek he is 
auived” - ‘ “ 

“Thimph | Ye have not gare aut ladhe rts by 
vat . unt for this pup exe yor must not go oot by 
day.) 

"Sou would not be noticed, Dhonda’’ 
©") thorght you woe conung fo that. Ne one 
will nolice an old village avoman, golig (o Connell 
Saub's hioetal, as she his gone before, with n basket 
of vegetables on er head to sell,” 

“Oh you deur good soul! ¢ 
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4 will do se mach for you, though my old man 

wateh all nysht Bul telf me * how shill I know 
out Sal We when Tce lim?” 

“iw Silibs come, or none, at this season 
But Edgar is tall ud good-looking, wilh smiling 
dark eyes that wail upon you. fle ts not one of the 
grout Gahihs, with many savants | 

“Tshall ind hiry, if so be he is thea May his 

od spced me, and may Mahadeo forgive me 
When shall I set oul?! : 

“Not yet it js too carly, IL wauld seem too 
strange m the howe But by four o’clook I can 
toll my mpther (hat T have given you leaye to 
depart.” 

“And what shall T tell your Sahib when T see 
him?” cael é 

“ Tell hum that my xecd is extreme ; you do not 
require LO ash mie 1 {fcll him to mee. me as sonf, as 
darkness falls, before eight dclock, in the raie of 
mango Uices half-way between here and _ the ho-tel, 
Tcan risk getting oul for the once, and it will bo 
the last time ; for Ldgar must cay mie away now 
or never = And remember, Dhondu you will have 
to slay and bing him to the grove at mghtfall 
No chance must be risked gt lis mussing tho 

ays * 

Dhondilya, though giumbling at the las condyuion, 
assented, scemg thal the young musliess was taking 
thingsinto hat awn hands. ¢ a 4 

‘Thon, to while away the (ame, die sang over and 
over agate a remembered missionary iymn, nol 
translated bu composed im Meuathn by a@ congert 
who was a poct, TL was on the cerlainly pf death, 
and went with a recturent haungng wal; 


Madana ye tae yerbla, 
Ghe-wyi-ya xa tla 


(Meath will come, will dumof will take and cany "you away). 
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IL was m such a very ritmor key that 5 

‘ rid U ony 
Beltys fectings. This wis a favourite ae 
shown (he sftess which Indi ims lay upon lishtnesa 
of complexion . : 2 


Gora Stadara xk asala, 
Lond neul aad dat Ad navcla, Matas a ye bla, ole 


(Vhau gh you wl ite md taned onie ghar pa 
aspot upym your fico, death will aa) * Sen ph there bo not 


CHAPTER X 


Tere hava wo mide through many happy yontt 
A ttle found wit the wikh ines 
Tilo {4 tho hom of om if ont ‘uty, 
Close to the gritty Idols throngd yy nt 
(hy volo we youuu far cheb god, 
Biwlish it hate de qacle es tyw to fire 
To pridtent tn your lov © young in not mad y 
Involve wins your auin 
th fublished 


Encar union drovesinto the hotel grounds near 
Lingam, within thei wide enclosure, barcly in dine 
for tiffin : 

Starting half a dozen hours later than Wamanrao, 
he had made Jess goo speed upan the journey, 
which had taken him some fourteen hours. The 
humble tonga, with fcquent relays, was a better 
instrument for such roads thin the overladen, ones 
dandy dog-cart, ‘Tlus looked Jattereda hke those, 
who sat upon it, Behmd peithad Danic, des- 
poately uncomfortable, hugging his mapter's sport 
manteau “These ilems could more happily have 
come fhroughig a Dullocks cart. ® 

In front sat Vulton, beside & strange driver, 
woarily uring one of } ramji’s howses, net quite tall 
enough for the shafts, Shaitan had been left atthe 
half-way place, ay il was culled, though y was but 
thirly Tatlos fiom Kanhala and represented much* 
the easier part of Lhe jomppy — The black steed had 
developed a sprain owing Lo Ute excessive digtanaa 
covered at a gb, dr so at Ichsl the Maratha driver 
sullenly asserted. Yultun stiongly suspected that 

arg 


220 TUE BRIDE OF SUTVA 


the sprain was in Marntl’s temper, o> consgience, 
which could not sanelion anythingy ippioaching a 
nud upon Mab ule os tomple Dyas Hurope ny Any- 
how, (Le two hed toh heft by tic wry ads, Lo come 
on afoot v6 they could, 

That will depond upon the tick bhive "thought 
Tulton, | Tf anything gees wig, iT got laid by 
the heg)s, good bye to Marat aud bhalar 

Ue had not arranged ds stapes well They were 
indeed excessive, vs both ef biamyls divers did not 
fal toremmt tam ‘the earhet of these had been 
loft with lus Tore som ixtecn miles beliind, 
vowing an action for sustieatment of hotsedlesh 
© Nover mimd,” Pulten consoled linmnself, 7 
never planned an elopement wuth possible violence 
before. I shall know better next tame, even tt it 
takes a few more hours.” 

Le had subsistud upon thoughts ot love, and the 
dinna vt the Residency, 

Many were his thoughts, aad melancholy, darin 
the second half f the night, whieh was not so bad, 
and dmg the endless forenoon of wearness, 
hunger and ain, THe conkt not speck im confidence 
toe Danicl with the surly chiver beside lum So 
Tulton did aot yet know how much of his love 
affair wis known fo his servant, who was quite 
sorry enough for hime 

He tricd to think how sweet Becty wes but with 
loss sugcem, its he prow wet and elated Chrough the 
morn, 

Culton fad pretty therady beat his hoate 
Dehigd him at KRanhake Noo one hem he was 
radon ly convinced, wale to see him or Daniel 
Again, ort) hear from them, 

So even for thy reason dé woul Ube as well Lo leave 
Liagam, if he ever left it, on anothur’side, by another 
route, Should he leave ia any peril or haste, ea 
deux, it would also be well fot ‘wo return upon ‘his 
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foowtaps, by what was greatly the longer road to a 
railway 

Tullon was aware that most of the trafic with 
Conncll’s hotel if not with the tompls, was kept up 
from the easton side, On clus stae, not a dozen 
mites off, but over the border, was a station of the 
Mysore State railway, culed Pidam, Tf he did half 
of what was lurelly possthle, he reflected? it migl the 
highly convenient to have an mter-Stata border 
such ao is not often allawed m India, full of oab- 
struction, between Inm and the Lemples | 

From this side it was that the globelrotters, and 
a very {gw others, sought Connell’s hotel} from 
hardly any other motive than curiosity concerning + 
the great temples — [t_was upon this curtosily that. 
the hotel sfbsisted Yet Mr Connell, as Tuljon 
recalled with a gin, awxiously discouraged more than 
a modicum of vay upon the subject, Which 
might endanger lumself. It was ike the Sabbath 
mn some places ; you may have a good lime on that 
day, but you musint have too good a time | 

The glabetrotters were able to reach Lingam from 
the cast without diverging widely from the beaten 
track for touis(s Dung their appointed cald 
season they devastated certain parts ofstndia as the 
fortnight’s Uippors devastate “tho Tnglish coast 
duing August. For the rem tinder of glie year, as 
Fulton aemembercd, Connell’s hota saw only the 
mosl.ocrasiona) visitor,» A o 6 

Tf he coutel escape with Betty oul of Langan and 
out of Kanhala Stale yot his heart quite failed to 
bound at the prespectthey would fin 1 Chempglves 
in a dillerent world, much less jungly end remote 
than that of Kanhala Mysore’ was ‘still in many 
respects the mogol Stale, sefficient although native, 
humming with the ordered prosperity which bad 
been initiated hy the English, Ll was the Canarese 
world, of goud elfmate, with great Stations like 
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Bangalore, whee colightened  Entopeans outa 
choosy to spend Creit fila yeu Purasiang were 
almost cutard for here there woe spétial settle. 
ments for then 

Stay, whilhe* wore Ins thonypits lrding fim ? 

“What have Fo come to? he thought, at 1 can 
even contanplite a place lke Whitceld ? Betty 
fs noteof them, thong undeniably a Unrasian, But 
to what world dees she belong 2) Suir and spice, 
and all things meee?’ Jo un indetermmate world 
of song and réimance, ind, woless Tam nnstaken, of 
fine chimadar Anyhow she ceils to me om ho 
distress, und aut setels ut But where to take a 
emnamon girl to live and ta grew old with afte 
Tthave rescued ber? She eannot, sit on a chai: 
and I know that she cats wetlt her fingers. We 
shajl have to find or make ous world, pochaps best in 
Twwope [have bay a few himdicd rupees. in 
Rombay, and almost notlung with me My mother 
las always helped me and would stil But Lor! 
if she know the enterprise Twas humehod upon |! 

Mr. Connell, a round-faecd man of forty, with 
twinkling eyes, & Prot stit Jashiman, watebed from 
tho western verand . of his empty betel — He stood 
a legs wide ppart, with the ar of a proprietor 
He lodked towards the Kanhali road, pleasantly 
shaded byeateh and other tres, but latdly to be 
culled a made toad, Along it passed duly spaced 
out, the fafhe to Dangais, feat passenpers andenativo 
vehicles, pl Doan to the Cemples and never ta the 
hotel. Te was justified in counting tht his bak 
or bis jungle side, 
, the betel was of considerable sive all stretched, 
out in tie lengths an extended oblong, which is a 
very convemnont form for travellers’ bungalows and 
Imrracks The chief veranda, wide quid of the length 
of a iespectable avenue, had been wisely pat upon 
the north, thus enjoying such shadg as 18, to be had 
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durjng three quarters of the Indian yew. On either 
side of (he dining-oon in the contie were capital 
little quitss a Decraon, usualy huge, and, beyond 
that, completme the depth of the Inalding, the 
conventions! dressing reem and bulroors the an 
trance (o which was from the south, oppostte the 
ine of servants’ houses 

The buildings wys solidly constructed, frgin Mr. 
Connell’s own plans, which he had tsted {o the 
laymy of Uhe list buek and tile, No wondet that 
his Inight cyes resicd upon it with satisfaction, 
The raoms were sel open, in the Indian fashion, 
featless of thieves for ventilation, - 

But even more fendely Mi. Connell’s eyes 
wandered across an open space, usually sun-seorched 
bul now of w vilid green, to a bungalow of the uspal 
spite type. This was his home, the centre 
of his prosperity, Beyond ut extended plantations 
of mango, fig and other fruil trees, but chiefly kitchen 
gardens which were watcred from a creaking mot 
out of v great cirenlar stone-faced well of his building 
Without any special knowledye in such matters, 
but with industry, cheap native labour, and oon- 
yonient markets at his hand along the Mysace 
railway, Mr, Connell had madg a gootl thing outeof 
his domam of some twenty acres ‘ 

This wes his real livalihood, and one, which none 
need have despised. ‘The ho el, as fie used to 
explain, mercy, “helped gt, like” The qlanta- 
tions “and the market gudenme” were 4 palectl 
legitimatoaspeculadion, long since justiica, in which 
anyone must bympe hise wich him, Under all the 
circumstances, iL was net so clear about the hotel. 

“Hullo t" exckumed Mr. Cgnacl ws that a 
dog-cart in this downpour} And tmuing in here?” 

As he loaked,” he recognised Fulton, coming an 
better form din "before, although dronched, with 
{wo attendants of gorts*instead of nonc 
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“Tm pleased to sec you, sir,” ho oxelymed 
heatily. Will you believe ut, Eve had “hobod 
fom the Kanhala side since yeu were dant hice 

Tulton, who had junpsl down, “und up the 
veranda steps, shock hiwly mo iemery of former 
cordiahty “Bue he fell stuf and tongue tied 

“Vou'll be better after a het bath and a change 
sir. [il drwvo fifin pul back balf sa hour for yon," 

“Thanks. Give shiltar omy Cutt, won't you? 
And’ let me bespeak kinducsy for tus) Christan 
servant of mine, who don'ts tong Come in, Damel 
out of Uberam.” } 

Danial in uth lookgd HL, and was shiveting, hg 
master knew that such wetting: can lead to fever, 

Mr, Connell took in the fact that Danicl,was not 
of the stuff of Ue conventional servant 

“To's not a Goaaicse, ise, str, but a missionar 
Chfistian ? Such are a little hard te provide foi 
because they don’t fit mto any groove. — Llowever, 
Vil give orders to bave his fel and warmed, Go 
along, Damel, to the bobert hikhana.” 

The last word, rddent wm Western India of good 
savours, and of the tuumph cf art over circumy 
sancs, means the kitchen i the servants’ lines 


Ad it Darels sunken cheeks and eyes lighted up, 


7 


Tere «vas his hf," his home Jus slecping place 
whese, according to the legend, the most admirable 
of cooks was cight by a alaty mistress washing 
his foet jn the soup lugeca ‘ 

With a gratefil salaam, carrying’ his lnp"bundig 
of clothifg, he stunk out inte the rein, and around 
the GoINeh. 

* Lt dyesn’t matter abou, we? Fianyl’s Maratha 
diver, who would not have eaten with lis Past 
employer or with the Viea roy, was guimbling, 

e “No, I don’t think it does, all tamgs consideed,” 
Fallon caught lum up shiurply, Ry hon do you 
return to Kanhala?"  * ¢ 


a 
« 
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The gestion was perhaps abrupt put by a man 
under slielter to a brother in the min, woo moreover 
had come afgol for at Jeast a portion of the sixty odd 
miles 

“ And are we Lkely to starl soon? ' he growled, 
“Doos the Sahih consider that within twenty-four 
hours we, this ruined steed and myself, have iindged 
some fifly miles, basides drivaag these sikteos 27 

“T do not say that you rode adi the way, m 
amiable friend ; and you have a right Lo bo trec 
Now smell oul your caste people abbul these pre-* 
mises, after putting Une cart under cover, Remember 
Thave a piesent for you when you depart.” #* 

This was added as a retainer, not because the 
driver deserved, anything, but hecause Fulton 
wished to meke sure that he woukl not be levt 
without some sort of Imise to lis dog cart in emer- 
gency. However, hpaven help the lovers seeking 
to elope even to Picdam station with the help of the 
ammal thon beng led away through he rain! 

An hour or more Tater, bathed, changed, fed, his 
clothes died by means of the useful Indian shkigadi 
or porlable brazier of charcoal, Pulton was anolltor 
man, and fell only slecpy. Lven his love affair 
looked more hopeful. ‘ $ une 

As he had resolved in advance, he now summoned 
Daniel for a confidential (alk in bis bedio wu, PDaniol 
must be told, at dun the fist opportan ty, the m- 
portany, things* which he might ngt knows a point 
which was uncortain Only D-niel cow ld, serve as 
Intermediary, to go in seach of Betty and to seek 
to establish comnimmic.ton wich her. * 

But when the servant entered the raont tiere was , 
a too familiar disappointment 4 ‘ 

It mattered loys that {amel’s simple livery of 
white and red wag not half-diy nor altogether cloant 
But his eyes hatl a* false brightness, and he almost 
fell over himself as Je chtered with the’shambling 
” 


2a TIE BRIDE OF SOIVA 


run of old Hime ‘The reformed serv int woyldatake 
plenty of informs and of patience yet 

Tultoy was se ment upet the businers in hand 
thel he avose boone natice of his air vant's con. 
dition, which wis nol fu dy anced 

His long limbs at eace within the long chat, he 
talked away to Daniel, «ta idiag He told something 
about -theemiractdous mecting avith Betty in that 
sanig, hotel four months cuber, alert lo seo af this 
was news, Tem the open mouth that took it in, 
iL wpparently was Tk spoke of Marth wbai’s visit 
the duy defore, which st emed so long ayo, and of tts 

Wi pese ' . 

Perb eps you Gumol rderstand sacha thing as 
romantic Jove, Daniel. A natiye Christian’ ts 
closer to the apprehension of il Uhan dus ancestors, 
put, it will tace him s¢ vol generations of en 
lightonment yet But such is my love Lor this 
charming and unhappy gurl, whom I was on the road 
to forgetting yootard yy 

Daniel did net scam to enjoy the bantering lone, 
far over lus head, which uy master sometimes 
agsumed with him 
a" Vos, Sahib?” as if to say, ‘ Come to the point,’ 

“Ty arfoment, Pamel So here we are, within 
two mites of the datnsel in distress who summeans me ” 

Dante! qould not say that this waa a ficquent 
situation, not alwrys assimie Lin good faith, a the 
Sanskrit draina but hekuew that i was in bis own 
giade of pative lite. 

“T am well fed, and cen petling rested previous 
to achievement —E wish it were so with you, Daniel, 
who are Jess strong thin Tam You do not look 
half wel There was evidently hquid refestunent, 
if not cooked, ready m the bobevichihhana. Poor 
fellow, I wish I conld send yor off uth a stiff dose of 

unme, tor wrap up four head’: iught and. slee 
till mount. But fate, dad “ny passion, forby 
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I an guile for gelling to he a dot yw, aud have no 
wming. Moreover the hows which are left of this 
afternoon anay be decisive for Miss Stuart’s future, 
However, rclicve those totlermye legs by sittmg 
down,” 

Danicl would not sil at this stage perhaps feeling 
thal he might have been asked c whe, 

“ Sahib-Ae hulson” (ecu und), he di Medin tha 
fragmantary Hindustunt to which he was liable, 

"Thor is no lydhilfook nucsenger T cin gee 
Come, pull yoursdlf together, Dantel* put your best 
foot forward 1 do uot tell you to muke* yourself 
more smart, Rather the her way, if thet be 
possible = Discard the kummerbund and the red 
stripe in your gurban which mark you however 
delusively, for a table servant = Recluee yourself do 
our clements, and bosame again the mow or less 

ussalmani sagannilfin who sought me an ‘Pulsipur 
last year.”” 

Perhaps Daniel's feclings were hint, as shown by a 
ronontial @eam in his cyes 

“Thus mildly disguiscd, remembering to keep 
ag hitle as possible of the Christi or the servatt, 
find your way lo Lingam town Jt has been Ut 
dream of your life todo so, Thaye heen there twick, 
which was once too often Vor all you “stupid 
looks, you know as well as L do what would probably 
befall me if ] went moomnug about Tanga streets 
enquuigg for Utehcuse of the whity Muraliy asst am 
indignant lo damk my Jeve is sometimngs called, 
But, as fos you thoved you have not been there 
before, you will soon be swimming aboul in a 
congenial clement, like a fish in water.’ oy 

Sahib forgets thal this is a Chrishan ish, who 


has been rescued by the wants of our Redeemer 


from the waters, of iniquity” 
“ Tiddle-deo-dte ou know I won't have you 


talking-in that way, *I'nl not asking you to do any 
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harm = This, specilly if you carry it out swell, ts 
nothing that you ca mot hawst about to Dayabar 

Bul Damel, in his Lrictious moor, dil not like 
the reference. 

«Salih, plewe let Dayabat alone when speaking 
of Murals’ 

At which Fallon tanghed long and loud, causing 
Doni) to grow dukar. Hit 

You ulter fool! Asif, after Ue Listonies of both 
of you J may not mention Daya whom 1 knew as 4 
little gal and & baby’ 

Gant) devsn  understiid, many misstonaries dg 
not, how we black pecok frclinsneh maltors, Ours 
will be avirtuous mariage ath Fama viltuousman” 

"Vou look it. Wa, haf Long yay you remain 
se ot will be for your helth Cone, Dante 
don't be a fool hy yond whit gon must be Remon. 
ber your many plomises of yaptitude — Now is the 
time to rcdeem them, w.theut any great exertion 
save to keep awake a fow homs longer But every 
hour counts, while Miss Stuart may be geting into 
deaper trouble [want you to find where she hives, 
auld get any news about ha, By some heavonly 
chance you may ¢vun be able to spe uk to her, to 
{dll her tit Tam here at her seivice | T£ go, tell 
her be prudent, and to appoint some place, 
safest for hersclf where Tecan sev hor, I wall diive 
her to Pidam sition if she will come, mght ont of 
Kanbale State, o> soar as Lean gett fea horse 
You arepmore hkely to ncet some servant of hor 
mother’s houge; and in thik cise taker caro what 

on siy. Go stumbling about the own the stupider 
In appearance the better You will be UNguspected 
and welfome, TL willsce that the past at your waist 
1s moderalely filled ‘Pac bust that L dare hope is 
that you may run into some old fend of the gutter 
: fi chattor, “Mind 


from Tulsfom or Karthala who wi 
that you Reup open cars aid w close mouth” 
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‘Naw, Salub, Usten to me T am perfectly 
istonished at you Tete you are, puting your 
Urly and your dangerous work upon Us reseued 
lave this balk in Chest) who does nct know his 
ight hand from Ins left , You, the son of a inission~ 
wy, aeattera Maar Tut ts the plun truth of it, 
wid you want me to act a5 a go-between, T cannot, 
or the sa)vatiorf of§ ny sonl |” Ue ae 

© Those wer Surely heavily vesponsible who t,vught 
vwealtling like you to think more about bis soul 
han his conduet” * : 

‘Tt was not my Mada n Sahth’s fault bu? my own, 
Yet what,would your missionary molher, who has 
borne us both up in her arms far so leng, say if she 
know that yon were after a Murah, O Yeddie 
Sahtb? a 

“Tf she knew all she would bid ine G sd-spegl, of 
that J feel sure, Vor in thismatter Iam with her, 
on the side of the angels rather toavn the apes” 

“T do not undetstand what Sahib means” Then, 
after delivermg hunself of much ribbish which 
Fulton was inkarupting by an angry growl, he 
whimpered: “ I cannot do what is wrong in my dwn 
sight, Tt offends my conscience to have to cariy*a 
messayzo to a Muali” ‘e * : 

You havo been taking sharab” (otrong’ drink), 

"Truly, Salub, I have, And whenaver PF take 
sharab 0 nrouses my rely ons emotions,” 

“Thave hell of as muth.” 4 % 4 

“T like to have mmy {celu gs licklec iny this way. 

For the nfonint £ aio the equal ef anybody. Your 
soul ig not worth mae, Salith, than thal of Daniel, 
the brand plucked from the burping.» ‘ 

"Tt does not matter, I do not compete” 
“Tt might be )c Uter for you, Yeddie Sabib, if you 
i Cr Paee 
_ eared more for guch things. For the son of missiot- 
aties, you are nol a shining light  Jéven A misstonar 
in long robes, in full charge of a station, may be lett 
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(o his own comse © T from le when f think of the 
sont of the Tite Revoond Whitaker Sahib, the 
father of WtUe: Radi." , 4 

A teu tacked dowa cote sde of Dintls long 
now 

"Cheer up, old nan All your faculties arg 
wanted for the preent job Tt the lite Padre 
Sabth, whoafter Ub chose. cheofiy pitt when he 
came,to the pomt had not fone wrong, you would 
fol be enpaged to Daythau, with her tell hte 
‘ondowmu U7" ¢ 

‘ph ueaa al, Sahin. EF shall hive to sacifice my 
nameechy marrying a ph without aden’, 

“Palr Shem you supeon nh every respect} 
yet you pel dong renru kibly well tozether” 

éTowish T were im Ehudwiel now, belie miysed by 
Daya and her mother | Tt atall thas Tam fit for® 

{ believe you: Yet pulle yourself together 
Daya, who ist gord-he ited pind, would be interested 
to try and help Mise Stuut ? 

These reference were tea scandal such ag ag 
fortunitely unnsnilin the mission iy world, ‘The 
Reverend Ralph Wintaker, of the mission which 
Pulton had just abpaed, the puest with one lung, 
lid recontfy died at Halw oh hul twenty miles 
northward fron Ting, leaving the property in the 
newly budk and comcended charch thene which 
wis dn his hands as ole Gites, to the father of the 
ql Dayo noth, of Pile Ruby, 6% tw 

That puts iin anew fyrht, Sahih, So you 
think tha Daya world feel conecrocd forthe white 
Murali?" 

“ Don’t you use that expresten | nt Ponty wish 
wo lid Miss Stuart «ufc un Tlalwach at (his moment, 
in little Page's charge? + - 

*Tt was not a lofty aspira tene gid Fulton felt 
ashamed of it as soon gs yltercd. Yet what 
better thing’ could he reasonably expeel ?, He hegan 
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to eqnayder whether RBetly, once in his hands could 
not as pramisingly be taken info the queer little 
native would of Uahwach where there were at Icast 
friends, as atuong entitc suangers over the Mysore 
horder 

Daniel, whe quite refused to be mterested on his 
own accammt, saw hts misters predicament, 

“Do you knew what you ean do wid T-Stuart 
Musyba af you get her away fom tho temples? 

"Yiankly, J don't, Daniel’ That may niake tha 
hardest nut to crack T suppose Daya s father, 
bang in Anglican orders, ts logally qualified to 
marry us 3” . A 

“T'm nol al all sure, Salah Tiven Dantel knew 
that Indian mayriy ge laws are not simple, and that 
Betiy ranked as a Lindu 

Tot the ReverendsBapuj Raggi, negritic blaék. 
Late thongh he is, marry the two couples of tis as 
legally as he can, and have dohe with it" exclaimed 
Fulton, 

It was nol » worthy solution, and he had only 
suggested it in looseness of speech, But for him 
it was among the surpiises of the situation Lo ,seo 
that his loafer servant would not be proud of sugh 
a combination, a ‘ 

Withow dwelling upon tlas,’™ Let me depait for 
Malwach,’’ pleaded Daniel, “so soon as T cap find 
a bullock cart to carry these aching Itihs, to the 
comfortable Lose to whigh T have a right of en- 
trance,” a = 

Tt lashed across Filion thal, m a material way, 
Daniel, who ns Dave's future hnsbind need never 
lack a good meal again, was possibly hetter off than « 
himself. ’ a 7 

“Traly, Tam not fit fpr this job,’ Daniel con- 
tinued. “ Salul? would do much better to empley 
one of the hott] grvanis, who are stranger, and Lo 
whom such domgs“hre"fumiliar.” ‘ 


’ 
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“Tdan’t boheve ivy are, ory fiend, ‘The hotel 
and the temple althonph neighbouring powers 
do net nuinéan chplene tie im etcomse Tn face 
itm stuetly orbtdde ton bots sides | Any sel vnt 
here whom ttocd te bebe would be very likely to 
give me away to Connell Sith? 

"Whit that soldier Sahib?” Natives are quick 
ty scout, ar to allie fay, sgh a reproach, 

“RE quiet Dini) 1 de not see Chat T have 
dinyaae excepl you, wha hive so often promised 
to help me am vst ait? 

Danie] had realy made a very good suggestion 
One of the hotel servants, seine by no means go 
guileless as Tulton supposed, would ‘have done 
mnch better for him, 

But he had uways had the fixed ides that in such 
at emergency he would thys employ Daniel — It 
accdided with Lis vague knowled,c of herow plays 
ind of romintie situations — Not being a genius, nor 
tble like Nap leon te Chrow over at the last momont 
an elaborated plan for something quite new, he 
persisted in his idea 

‘So Tam to be sacnfieed " whimpaed Damel, 
oy am to be exposed to temptations which I may 
nol be able to resist 2 Oh what would our Madan 
Salub say to dus? And what would Duyabai say 
or her covil of a father who is capable of breaking 
off the marriage, alleging Uns against me?” 

“You absund fellow, fle my sae rdice Lack of 
you wf thi af yaur sleep fora lew hours he did 
not knewthow fow “You will sleep off your fever 
to-night, with the consicioiness of ditty done 
Buty now to forget your own affairs and to think 
only of nine, like iv good servant, Remember that 
the thing which edimot wail 1s to gel information 
wlich will enable us to help Miss Stuart before 1t 18 
loo late You we in no danger 40 iGng as you keep 
your moutl faiily shut. crf are some rupees to 
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speryl gas may be needful Ode diserecd The 1d 
fs fo be removed from yout wish and fom your 
turban, rangerubot, Nowe olf with yeu, and good 
ack”? 

A Daniel gambled awey ulin ting* ‘Led ns nat 
into temptalton Tt was hall an how before he 
deparicd for Lingam He had removed hie seariet 
kuinmerbund ag directed, But the rod syipg af 
service mingled wilh the siauds of Ins turban, 

Onesmoare lower to the many who contulually 
thronged to the temples, often shabhy enough, 
yet never having forgotten to put moncy im their 
pwses—-who would noice hips? 

Daniel And Dhonhhui were two tentacles ory 
feelers whota the lovers had respectively put foxth, 
foeing for dne another across the narrew spgee 
which separated them. Dhondiba, who gave 
Daniel an observant second glance as they passed 
upon the road (put he none to her), he going south 
and she north, with an empty basket on her head, 
was the moro effierx nt ny ssenger, 

Daniel had no sooner Jeft the room than Tulton 
felt such a sleepiness no mght have made him serry 
for lus servant. ‘Thongh he coukd not credit gt, 
ho had not slept since Marthahai sumnyoned hiny to 
this quest Unity hours earlier 7 . 

Throwing off his coat und shoes, and also grasping 
a rug, for the rainy uternoon had some coolness, 
he felLapow the bed andamlo heavy slumber. 

After a eauite of hous Tulton® was ayakehed by 
Kittle people in the toom, and by droll, diawhng, 
high-pilched vices, ‘a 

Why, we didn't know you were here |” * 

“Why, we didn’t know you was here,’ amended 
the younger voice. 4 

“Tm sure Lift quite equally surprised, my litsle 
dears,” said Tilidh, sittme?on the edgs of the bed 
and iubbing his oy, ** And who may you be?” 
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“Tm Susie * aad the deer, announcing lherpold- 
fashioned onsune will) oath aetion Tm eight 
years oc,’ : . 

And Tin Tuy ‘stid the ther ey lally pleased 
with heiself and the adventure“ Lain seven 

Doors are as seldom as pessihle closed in India, 
The childien hid hopped im like two sparrows, 

‘What ehaumug: ag 4 and in umes | : 

“We was playing on the veranda” said Luey, 
e We were playnys on the veranda,” grid Susie 
“She doesn’t know how to speak yel, she don't | 

Vos do, Mister. [Us almost tame for tea” 

“Then vf youllexcyse me for a moent, Lacy 
and Susie, PY just wash my fiee,” 

He did not knew whether 1e world find them on 
hig return from the inner room, 

But there they were There was not much to 
insplcl in the hedream, severely, Jninished (and that 
is all that is needed in India) exactly like the next 
ones Stsie and Lucy were inspecting Fulton 
porlnantean and dis coat upon the char, 

“Thive you read Susie s Sav Teachers?" he was 
provoked to ask as he put on his cont, 

«No. Is it an interesting hook?” 

# Who were the six teachers 2??? 

“Blessed if T ean’ tell you, exeept that one of them 
was ealled Mr Pain.” 

“Tshould nat hke such a teacher,” 

“No, Tthink Td rather have son.” wilh q move: 
ment of advan eo Which was iiesisable, 

“Dlowed tell as rate chow! Sule in tie story.” 

“yk suppose iC shows how Jong age my cluldhoad 
wae thal 0 cannot, T chiefly remember a picture 
Of a veryesmall putin a very wide Laop.? 

“A hoop lo play withe? ” Lucy queried vaguely, 

e No, silly, «heap to wear, suglt as they wsed to 
have,” answered Susie’ Ph “tne, istar, did Susio 
in the book'get whacked by “Mre Pain?” \ 
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Rm quite sure she did, on the hand, with a big 
ruler” 

"We get (hat al school sonetimes 

“Thats why you ae such good little maids,” 

“Oh, do you thedk $0 Mister 2” 

“Calle Dr. Vulton will you?” 

Vos, we'ILe att you Dr, falcon if you want us fo” 

Sull the s une*uplttcd voices, yet acl loug, with 
funny filtle quavers in then, ‘This was not Chypchi, 
though ‘perhaps robbed off from it, fast cousin to it? 
Sul ie was it the spcech of any claXs lulion knew’ 
in England, oY 

Ye had yy this time tiovedsthe long chair outupon 
the veranda Land had gathered the children to him, * 
at first with or of them ut Ins side and the other 
between Ifis Knees, then with one estal lished uppn 
either of the broad arms of the cham, ¢vddhng into 
him as hard as they,yeoukl —, “2 

They were not really forward children, There 
was a quaint, provincial Lonch about them which he 
said pleasing, with then ltablity to speak in the 

ural, 
Their round cauntenances comely enough, with 
twinkling eyes, showed thom to be Connelly These 
were no Curastans, heir mother must"be a white 
woman Wulton satisfied himself upon this point 
by looking inlo thew eyes and at ther §nger ails, 

Country-horn Emopean children these, lacking 
only thethome"*eplouring, bea braughl upys yell as 
was possible in India, in a favowable clinnte, wilh 
no want @{ means, ‘Lhe danger for the country 
bred, as such ae calla, is the contret wiih natjve- 
dom, and the gradual Hah to Jurasia 

Crom the veranda Tulton looked lo thet Kanhala’ 
road, and ta the angalowsbencath its trees, 

“ That's whgre ,we live," piped the little girs 
“We only come hey ty play.“ Thal’s eur ayah at 
the ond of the veréitda. Her name is‘Gangubas.” 
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To be sire, a nitive won in respectable whi 
san, tobedged, wis in the offing She would have 
liked to resume charge of the childrer, but wag 
timid about apace hing ‘They, for ther part, were 
not going to siiender a newly found bien for 
anything she could of or 

‘And theres another wom in whem we've been 
watching. * Lock u har standé ys User im the middie 
of the green on one ley dike a sentine) crane. The 
enatives ae such funny people don't you timk 30, 

‘Di Fulton? + This one hasn't anyding in the 
basket en Lor head for she tells us she hag sold all 
hor vegetables | ‘then why is she standing there?’ 

Why indeed? Pullons hes rl gave na great leap 

Aalf way adioss to the bungalew, As nearly as 
pgssible in the centre of a square, quite needlessly 
conspicuous, sload a muddleraged native woman ag 
desdibed plainly a peor woman, in the grotesque 
attitude which wis also a favourite with Haniel 

Turn ng his back on her ' ‘This veranda must 
make a noble playground for you, my dears,” 

“T's hetter than the playground im our school at 
Bangalore ” 

eSo (hal’s where you belong! And you've been 
sent home tin term time because of the plague?” 

Trow did you’ know that, Dr, Fulton? You 
mustebe very clever” 

“Ofcourse Tam dt Tell me all about your school! 

Ang thyy chiattered ana; yet rot updtily, aad never 
at a rapid rate df specch becuse of that curious 
dia) bs 

Theirs would seca to have been an excellent school 
bul for--gnd always excepting {he gids composing 
‘ih Thess were of, most: varieties of colour save 
wholesome Lnghah whitoand red. The few forlorn 
pire whi» anong the others jveye often under. 
vilalised ; end ware tob Apt to pit in the seat of the 

A 


scornful. * ‘ 
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* Papa wants lo send us lo Mamine’s people in 
Engelard," Susie explained We wouldn't came 
back GH we were niaicd, 1 we wont so far Is it 
very nice im Jnpland 2 But Munme can’t spare 
us, and at gets pul off hom year to year! 

it probably would get prt off, as iy biG way when 
ong settles in Incha. Yel Connell too hud shared 
the Jong hopes dog the belleunent of lis children 
which are so offen betrayed, We was a worthy nian, 
whether or not he hal ilued fom the amy as » 
sorgoant, . a 4 

That's my Papa coming along here,’ pul in 
Lucy, yet without sting, fom her comfq table 

exch. > 
"Trme for tea,” Connal sald to lis children with 
awave, *' Run over to the bungalow und have your 
tea, my loves, then ta,led — 1’m afraid my kiddies 
have been imposing upon you, sir” a 

" Not at all, LT adlore cluldien, and these are nice 
ones, 

“Vory good of you to say so, Run along now, 
like good childien, ‘They don’t seem to want to 
leave you, sur, Since that i so, 1 wonder if you 
would perhaps mind coming over to tea with ys 
tomorrow aflernoon, which 18 Sunday, in the 
bungalow opposite? Ixcuse tlighbcty, if it is one i 
but just in a quiet family way, to meet the misguy |” 

"Thanks, not at all, I shall be vary pleased,” 
muttered Wilgon, Ue wag keeping a weather eye + 
on the sentinel’ ane in the middle of the*gieon, 
and on the possibility of his being unable td keep this 
engagement, which he felt bound lo agice to without 
hesitation. Connell (oo noticadl the woman’s atti- » 
tude, o hundred yards dway, , Though on} does not 
trouble about a stray native *n one’s compound 
he could not exptain this one, who brought a certyjn 
anxiety to his Gantlid forchead, ‘ 

"You'll like that, Susie and Lucy,» won’t you, 

” 
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te hive Ds. Fulton te dea with you on Su iday 
afternoon, since hea so kind as to prontise tovedme? 
Now say pond bye’ P 

‘The childien parted fron hen futend: with heart 
kiss- a thg which little Eurasians might" havg 
boggled at. 

But Fulton was nol destined to meet Mis Connell 

He would not lave liked to baye canpt hing happen 
lo Susie and Eney, Yet he was takig the most 
direct. way Lo bring it whout. A 

“As for me, Mr. Connell," he said decisively 
“TH Thuge my lea just hare im my hand, sevted wy 
this ghar i 

Te was determined not to remave his afc from the 
sentinel woman Tis marae Was rerhaps too 
oxpheat for Mx. Connell also glanced at her, 

‘As yon pl ase, sit. TIL give the onder m 
monient.? hat he romatied standing, po plexed 

“hxouse me, sit’ he resuficd, You're not 
going Lo the temples to night, are you?” 

“Cod forlnd | 7 shouldn't think of such a thing" 

“Tam eheved to hearal, st if you don't mind my 
saying so And you haven't anything on thera, 
heve you?’ 

© Whatever do you mean, Mr, Connell?” 

“Treally don’t kev’ winyself, or, Dut the younger 
and pere good-looking among (he hotel visitors, if 
yowll exans: ny Chisiug: yor among them, area 

erpelual ansiely tome, TT Trive bo give up the 

vamess Fits tama ory dae grey. They're hable 
to dash off ata tangent after a pretty gark as if this 
wasp't the Dior East at all, but just a part of 
tho Uniled Kingdon No imere sense, 20. more 
thseretiong! ‘The stots | coma tell you, if T were 
suc you wern’t gomypeia Take one yourself 1” 

aT shall be glad te hear you, after tea.” 

“Th atyute, sir, Ricmembet tf: last time you 
wero hee eou alarmed me in the samo way, 
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Do yor happen to reeall what T sad to you 
then 

“You sqid one thing which T have often recalled 
with amuserhent: ‘They ro lovely gurls, but you 
muser'l try tan with them 

Mr Connell did not Jook anutsed 

“vhat's sorious, sir. Tt isn’t (he morality of it 
that roubles mea | ain t the Bishop of bhis plogn- 
ing diocese ; im fact Ulan Pont is thal, a good deal 
bigger prelate than Dr, Wedderburn It’s’ the: 
actual, downright danger. { he awake sometimes 
thmkmg of it There have been tamploe gals upon 
these premises of mino* TI kpow it perfcetly.s But 
if one of {h4m were found here - blue blazes |” 

“T expect it would he, ch 2?” a 

“ Don'Wjolw about it, sir, Things are worse noy, 
for the hatred of races, than they were even four 
months ago, I often say that I’m like one ofthe 
Italians, who will build their houses on the sfopes of 
Zina or Vesuvins, Lhongh they are sure Lo he over- 
whelmed with red lava some day — That’s whit the 
worship of Shiva is here —a blooming volcano over- 
hanging us, I'll let you have your tea now, sir, 
Bul you won't do anything tash, will you, sir ?4 

“T won't,” said Fulton, but thinking Mnly of the 
success of his own cnlorpiise "Wo had not been 
quite sincere with Mi. Connell, for thg safety of 
whose establishment he showed no regard. 

As he Wolk, his tea Dhondybar moved quigtty up Lo 
him, as sho migitt well do, either fo ask fgr cdppers 
or to pretand to sell something, She was observed, 
but it was wichoul sc audal. e 

* Bolavatat >” he ventured, in a low voice. 

" Bolavatal, hya saydnkali,,, game tho scheering 
answer,“ Nilabai, the daughter of Venuhai, whom 
yout know as Betty E-Stuart, wal await De, Fulloa 

abib so soon tts @urkness falls in the mango raie 
half way to Lingam.”) * : 
a 
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“You good aeatwe Ll he cied yt without 
ising. “Leould bup yout I think you havo'lived 
among mi ior uit 2 

“have, Dat this pent ths dine (0 speuk of al 
Llu to ittadt yout attcation, bit now T mast 
eflace mys Pant Phe ue ta Mahain Venubai’s 
gervant After am bout or (wo, when a iy dim, 7 
wil come de your dees to gatdy yan, that you ma 
not miss Che way? ay 
(You dlesed kid cord, Pawel yon 7, 

But he aneeed indents for prudauce, while she 
disappeared, ‘ 


CITAPTER XI 


Candida mere ai erp t me flava pull, 
Pal etiam dn fuse pata colores Ver us 
Ovm 


Clove them al) whatie (hea cclom ba, 
nd gone Indian mally ye deur th m,) 
a 


cy 
Danint, pmosued his way to Lingam, pondering 
many Uhings according to his capacily 

Je now Inidegver ius head an uncouth umbrella 
such as the ‘people of India have a passion gr. 
He was therefore not. getting more wel, except as to 
his feet ‘Thus couk] not but be a memorable ‘tip 
for him. Jn a corner of Lis being he was enjoying 
1. But his linhs also ached, and he did not feel 
up to his cand. 

“ Lead us not into temptation,” he still muttered. 
Danicl’s misty soul took naturally to the mystieal 
emotions. LHe was a melancholy example of the 
mixed breeding which Indians, peculiarly despise, 
oven if it does not go beyond thimselvcs 

His mother had been a waif and stray, af unknown, 
but certainly the lowest origin Tis father, a dear 
and picttiesqua ald geugluman, was 4 sincere 
convert from Isktm to Chiistianily? Lfere was more 
than enough to justify the apt, incessant taunt 
from the natives, proud of being in-bied even when 
humblest, of resemblance to the unclegn mule, 
sprung from divaise slocks, , » ‘ 

And the mule’s strength Daniel had not. He did 
not know what b@ was, or what he wanted. There 
were {imes whet hd fancied Aimself a Hindu. as at 
present, 

24 


42 VIE BRIDE Ol) SHIVA 


‘Tho ast miles foo sacred ¢ contre of pulgaipna 
6 Lingam could nat be expect ad te tn ineany fice 
vat of the reid “The ve t cones of the tonple 
ove in fie ue One wi obvi ly approgching 
omething Beneuth the pmb Ges the roadside 
wits 9p red oul, and fi dy crowded, with hte 
brincs, sometinies net sfructies al ul, to the glory 
if phe Alina gods Pa 

Shiva predominated vues these, (8 wis to be 
sapere d Often he war undieated by no mero thar 
Lyoundish widyside stone with dub of sed punt 
upon ite That was cnouph fer Pts followers 5 at 
shower! the presence of the diviaty. “They tiled to 
pause for mn imetaut if only upon ene fo if to salaam 
guéh stones as they passcd, anly these Were getting 
sth numerous that (he revere tial wish had some 
timgs Lo be taken for the decd, No matter, thelr 
resmnce there, the way Chey wepe hh ‘adcd, Che money 
im their purses, proved the ve ity ct ther devotion 

daniel found Jimself, somewhat lo Isis suprise, 
falling into Ime with (he ct iers on the road, and 
oceasion uly stopping (om tke obrisance to divinit 
Tiemight have been noticeable, Iu tid to himself, 
mad he not dan. so. But al wite more than thal. 
Ho began To Evel tye aduiosyy here of the neighbour 
hood * 

Mes mo. stone, lonehed, or hardly 90, with red 
to which to give a fied cout of pamt was au act of 
pioly, Was the imost midimentuy “orm vf deity, 
suited to,the hedgeraws and the leltds, 

ee, as ow nuued Ling, were incessant 
temples of the wie of a dining tably ox lew They 

wets brut in some cases of sanity, in other cnses of 
some CeMporte vetial whieh wie kept neaily 
whitewashed. ‘Lhis was the pumoeyal comple in ita 
ejmplost elements, open ot one wifle, Inside, malt 
fottcl evene from suclf contimafient, was the god 
Shiva docd nol lend hinsdif-fo statuary, Ie was 
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mosh gfien shown in such shiincs by the samo 
ainted stone al the mmer end Paint was never 
lacking (ory so nea fo his ceiial sanctuary. 
Tn other wayside Canples, slightly more preten- 
tious, he was reprosented by his fav aiute ridmg 
anmal, the humped bull, the sacred Nandi These 
had to be very small to be ¢ ntamed within such a 
shiino, whieh Cftan did not admit of a aperson 
standing upright within. When Inger thoy stood, 
or ratlerr out, beucath the tices, om watt was now 
turf, bul usually parched grass. Bang of grey’ 
granite, they took no sort of ham fom theweather 
The Nandi, the bull of Shiva, is the happiest 
sculptural form attained by the Timdus There as 
something sthgvanly aliiactive about him, extended 
1m the atthude of chewing the cud, Pleasant hegs, 
“a dear” the ladies say, dignified and nassive even 
when out of drawing. a 
Those who have merely ttved im India love the 
Nandi: how much more the cluldren of the land 
Daniel felt his heat flutter as he saw so many 
Nandis, of all sizes, [lc repeatedly strayed from 
the road to mspect and to enjoy Uiem, not forgetting 
to join Lhe palms of bis hands 1m revorence. ’ 
“This must be the (rue .ligion,” He began ‘0 
roflect. With the Nandi rightly goes a certain 
musly smell associated with the interop temples, 
But all the wayside shies were not m honour of 
Mahadcor @tSgr gods wore allowed Ungir place, 
They too were in the Panthcot, thay were nol 
fordyn tov ladia, The exclusive jeionsy of Lhe 
Semitic, the monotheistic, fats 18 confineds to 
those. ‘ ‘ Fs 
Vishnu, the gemal and gentile god éf India, 
indisputably occupying thesccond place, was given 
a good showing” Je is much more varied than 
Shiva, having humap sympitlhics and shapes. THe 
was remembered along’ this roadside Both in lus 
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highly popiitar ie HL LONS As Rann aid as Krgbna, 

and in Me tune fora “Thos that oft comely placid 
youth with nothin manstrens about hips sive his 
four anime udigg or toy fivenite vehile the bud 
youth Garadse “Ehese varnclions were hu dly made 
dear, so mide were che repre catatiens 

But oven Damel could not mistake the two animal 
deVicse AME chili delight im (hese, Gancsa or 
Gangath is a short pound dat mein wilh four aug 
find the Gunk ef an cleplunt, usually seated or 
“sland ny cnafatus | Phere is astory Corresponding 
ta show Aow the clephiamlt 4 load eae ie a clulds 
shoulders ‘Choy gute is ofton executed, with some 
gnecessful grolesqueness, m ride low Tohiof upon 
aSlab of stone set up at the ames dad of small 
temples. But though cluldien lave (¢ Tangh at his 
solepin countenance, a4 18 enite permitted within 
Hindu, Ganpal ta ughtly fhe ged of Jearnty 
To him students, whose idea of learning is chiefly 
examination results, pray with puhetic fervour, 
decorating Inm with garlands — Dame had always 
negiccted his worl ip, 

The other ani nal dey was Hanuman, the so 
called monkey god, the langur ape, who helped 
King Ranfa yet to, Coylon, Danich was more at 
home i his company 

Ie really felt falta cheered, hightened up and 
encouraged "Lo mine own gods 1 yo.’ Theso 
were Jus ald fricnils, foraviions hy lad eflen yearned 
aud to whom le Had sometin 09 relapsed, a8 he was in 
danger of doing now. . 

Fle scented and ha appreciated the almosphere of 
_Uinduisia which Le wis ent uing This was his lost 
hirthigli Te waseperhaps amined wp in the smell 
of the withered pulands of eharnpaks and of marl 

lds, stully stinng toge ther, which ung ubout the 
mages whieh had any shape, a lay "upon the shepo- 
less rect stdncs, ” 
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a would not ike to prove faithless to Daya just 
now,” he fechly reflected. “' Lead us not into 
templation,,Q Lord. My master, Yeddie Salub, 
ought nol Lo have sent me here if he did not want me 
to fall into sin Lis mother would never have done 
such a tlang, So not a mile away are the biides of 
Shiva of whom I have dicamed all my life, but have 
only met a few Suey speamens — ‘Thoscdid,me no 

ood, Lo be suite. Ft as not J who want to go to 
Financ I was forced to come hither, protesting» 
as] did not fail lode — Lord, how things come aboul' 
mthistworld. The god of those temples wluch grow 
bigger befoye me must be a great god, ughtly named. 
Ho does not prohibit om natural pleasures, My 
coming was'promidential . I cannot regret 1, Since 
L have bevn Yed into templation ut is not my faylt, 
I have no eiretietl nav, truly, inclination to resist. 
Lot mo enjoy what,offas, I have enjoyed so Tittle 
hitharto.” 

It is easy 1o overdo the resemblances between the 

agamsm of India to-day and thal of the classic 
ands two thousand years ago, Yet they ate per- 
vading, and greater than many would think, + 

Ovid expatiates upon the comfort of yielding ¢o 
tomptation,, But dip into Trbyllus, with his lovely 
rural touch, writing some years chrlicr Ile makesa 
positive morit out of suel: yielding. ’ 

In the most personal of his poems, Tibullus shows 
what a harmlo$s,good {cllove he ovidently vyis, hating 
the wars, dear and truo to his friends, garcful to 
offend nonw of the gods, Ie is ready to die when his 
too few years have been fulfilled, In a couplet 
of exquisite cadence in, the original, ho glaims :~- 

a 


Heenuso I nover cauld rete? soft 1c vo, 
Venus shall load me % the realna above, 


Tn these Elysidh fitlds dwell) with the pocts, lovers 
to whom death came»while they loved *Among the 
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bad people in tha contrasted bid plrees ate 4 
who satis perm Lethe divimty of | ie A ied 
Such (lings are net ony interesting: ay themselves 
Dut most agi Hieant ae ustr ang at sunita pont of 
vicw 
Toullne dived Qventy deyaees farther north thay 
tho Lindi, amon a nobler peopl) who im his da: 
weg perhaps hardly dusty, wsytead of altogether: 
brown He way kes ershed by the sun and by 
outward nite, he held la head nore ercet, de used 
fa Detter ton,ne, Uber! aambro ws and remembering 
is Stuskut kmdral | But nol only on tas not 
unimportant stbject iy Ins outlook the same as 
that of the Lndiut peopl s © 

‘eho countty Ife of Jutinae report which he 
dwells, shows a simul utitude towards (he godlings 
of hearth and of field, but «oro kindly there, as 
naire was Ye ‘ 

Vineror, says Tibullus, he worshipped or salaamed 
like {he Hutt of to-day, whenever he passed either 
an anerwnt stone at the erosswtys o1 a lonely tree. 
tiunk im the fields, the gadands upon which showed 
that they wets objcets of ador ition Logs ate not 
used for this purpose in unwoe ded Western India; 
witile (he &istence of white ‘units would also suffix 
eucnlly exphun whynot, But the spirit of the thing 
was lirgely dhe same, Viiapus, resembling Shiva on 
one side, was also the honiehcst sort of wod, the red 
guardian af the orchards, fizluonme @ £ the birds 
with his yckle fie dad done well by one during 
the past you it was only tilt to pive a fresh coating 
of xeliulton on Jus feast Cay te (he face of his 

latue, , 
& ‘Thule loved his inherited Lares, the samo about 
whose feel he used lo yn as a little hey, who had 
reserved the house in the days &f Ins old grand- 
ather, whom rt takes Some imagination te call up. 
With charnting simplicity He ¢clls them not to be 
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ashamed, meu pudedi, Uet they ae made of ald woad. 
[lo prefers them so betta faith was kept in the 
days whea the wooden god stood, poorly adorned, 
in ug narro shrine 

What was ‘ubsent from the Latin futh until intio- 
duced from Syria and from Lgypt, was the spnit of 
fanaticism Savage deities as savag? suns, wore 
‘lackmg. ‘There vgs no devastating god alike, Shiva, 
who may best be compared to Moloch, So that 
howevee one may ful im love wih the days of 
anliquily, aul sentimentally long le revive them, 
no onosave a bon Ttindu could feel so abayt Shiva, 

“Shall T call myself a Uindu ? ” Daniel pondered 
© But no, L never dared to a that yet.” 

Th was tine, @ Iie had at viuious tines tied to 
pass himsel® off as a Mohammedan, though yn- 
variably detected, Rut a Uindu was a different 
proposition, with that caste which must not*only 
come ghbly to the tongue but be a part of onc’s 
being, If not always an admirable, a Thindu is at 
least a delicate and a definite product of the weary 
centuriesynot to be counterfeited 

Thore’was more than nsual animation in Lingam 
streels. The people, though not as yet excited, were 
ready to become so. All had heard witlPsatisfaction 
of the whacking which ther plized white Murali, 
Nilabar the wealthy bride of the gog, had that 
morning had from her mother, worthy soul. ‘They 
had heard alt ubout iis gstensible causg, and ils 
hidden canse (he Feringhi lover vho wag corhing to 
Nilya like Prince fioze on his flying héise to the 
Princess of Bengal on the roof of her palace, 

By the time he reached the street, leading 18 the 
bazaar, Dantel had deuarled, not lo callshumself & 
Mussalman, but to accep, the honour if put upon 
him, In his sad*heart he knew (hat lus speceh wogld 
bewiay him, that*he could *not sustain, the part of 
aught save the Ch&sttan nondescript snd derelict 
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he was ‘This maght be dangerous just here.p Ile 
coud profes himself to be, at he kitely was, an 
aypuant for conversion to Isfan Tneno event 
coukl av dae helped by the rec strana, SUEBPSLNE 
table rervice with Paropeang, tumd the folds of his 
naumsheckle Larban, 

Ths eyes begin to brighten at the sights he 
HW, ¢  ¢ eh 

From one of the htQe lattied upper windows 
avlich play such a part in the ymoblar dite of the 
"Hast, a bride of Shiva looked dewn the street She 
recogmsml a long nose wad a shambling gut + 

"th, Putal, come hepe,” she ¢ dled to her assistant 
o1 apprentice, a tall and rather fir gird of’seventeen 
also a Mural Do you sec chat cater saunter 
ing along, evidently stomp Lingam ‘fort the first 
time?” . 

‘Do you mean tke loony with the red m his 
turban, which is neatly coming undone ?” 

“"Vpat’s the on, I knew luna in my former life, 
Go out and mect him, foo) hun to the top of his bont, 
tell lim that £ nist sce lim, with the usual, story, 
and bung him in here, ‘Then we'll have some 


un, hy * 

JT will, faistress.",) And she tan, laugliing, down 
the uncertain stans. 

Pulalt wes both fairer than her mis ress and of 
heller caste, Yet they lived together without 
thought of such considwations, whith+ were supe 
seded Hy more important things ‘This showed how 
laigely fanciful and personal was Vennbubs concern 
to ipgain her caste 

, fe would have bean wrony,ta call either handmaid 
‘or mistrots landsome. ‘They were little more than 
the average young Incian,fcmale of the lower orders, 
the elder no longer youthful at twyn'ty-five, 

Patali raw up to Dafiigl, Sbp did not throw her 
arms about his neck, for there wan outward decorum 
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abou guch dhmgs in the East. But she salaamed 
jum with mock respect, and eagerly began. 

“My mistress, who is more beautiful than the 
moon, when round, has seen your glustrious lordsnip, 
nol for the first time — She greets you, recalling her 
former passion for you, She has so completely 
lost her heart to you now that if you reject her 
she will die, _ th yom lordship is low nople glor 
that. 

“Gee out,” said Daniel simpeiung. Theh he 
uttered the equivalent of, “ Whose leg aio you’ 
pulling now?” a 

"No one’s. I wouldn’t think of domg such a 
thing 

u am nd illwstrfous lordship, as you can well see 
for yourself." ‘ 

“Well, perhaps no§. But the servant of some 
lustrious one.” y - i 

“That's more like it.’ Ie was relieved from tho 
intolerable burden of making himself out to be 
somebody ; but still held it in reserve to biag about 
his master. 

The girl had already given a pull to the red atrand, 
bringing down in confusion the entire tottering 
structure of the turban, The owner $tood bare- 
headed, which is the shameful®situation in native 
ges or ouldanrs. a « 

“Novor mind," she said soothingly, taking him 
by the hand aud loading him along. " Now you'll 
have to come th I'll do up yoftr turbap far you, 
better then you might think; and I bet you never 
employed a professtonal lurban-twister in your,life, 
We're no swells among lho Murals, we’renot, It’s 
a comfort, after all, when Ruble folksscan fot? 
gather. We are but women of the people, lovers 
of quite commort men. Yet wo selve the samo gad 
as our more dlstiiguished Sisters. ey will accept 
of opr service so long as it 1s rendered with a pure 
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heart. Yes, and f tell you Miliadio thinks m ro of 
us than of some of those with greater protcngiong 
Ieee the white Miah who bas inadle gt seandal 
throughout Tmpam tae vy" * 

Daniel trembled at wicference which he dared not 
take up. Yet, if be had hesitded al out going im 
he uscd Chis as an exense te humnsedf 

‘Tam actly on the track, ad her whom m 
master is after, Cwondet what she lids been doing’ 
Adoi’t bcleve she s any per than the rest o€ them 

eyeL meat fore my betlets, and possibly Yedda 
Sabibs Retters  Ulawirg come so far, it would bg 
vay avrong for me tg tuna back hen. Tam aq 
fath{ul servant--though not entiicly prtud of my 
service, Having bec sunt on a errand’ 1 must seq 
it through, My master's is the fault i®sim be dono, 
L wonder whe is the matgss of this charmer) 
Besities, there 1s the matter of Lhe turban to get dong 
up. 

et, he said, at the Uneshold — What as the 
melodious name of your mistress, sweetheart?” 

As ts $0 often the case, he felt inclined in ade 
vauce, and on general grounds, to prefer maid to 
nyslcs4, 

# Ah, Chit you shall hive the piping of hoaring 
when you look upSu her moon-hke countenance,” 

"Bat thy place is occupied, Behold, a man’s 
shire at the duor” 

his isthe ae to af mulituders whorhave no 
moray, , Tho thickest led indian" shoes, of tho 
shape of stippets, Never won tiside any douse, are 
poupicdly, lelt at the cntiines to such a house as a 
sign of orgupiucy. A native lover will gnietly walk 
Dway ongeering such, pair, trusting that similar 
respect will be shown ty es own, Brawls are thus 
ayoided . . 

Daniel had hitherto wadked," cat ying Ins red 
leather shoes or slippers untler” the umbrella 90 a3 
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to kaon them chy But his fect wae chilled, and 
coated with mud 

“Te dows not sygify,” sad Puta" Do you 
not enter by expuess and peculeat invitation 2” 

And, as things turned out, il cad not signify 

The roant which they entered direst from the 
gireet was a nalivo room of no size, wilh vo fmnitme, 
with earthen floor and walls, and ill hehted, Phe 
only approwclt lo a seat was an eathen divan or 
couch te ono of the inner sides Cushiofs are 
not wanted in india. But at one end of this divan,* 
wate mwas of good width, was a Dbolste, for the 
head. ‘ 

There is) {ter all, a comfort in reaching one’s own a 
level, even ff thet be but lo settle down ctoss-legged 
an a cleat divan, recently smewed with cow- 
dung. . 
Tirat of all Pula}, stooping over Daniel, deftly 
did up his turban on his head, bet tor than whad been 
done for a Jong Ume past. This was a process 
requiring some ininutes, Te was supposed to be 
shamefaced until it was over, and it was moro 
olite to leave him alone Though he sat silent, 
he was aware of « dark woman im the room = This 
was the miptress of the house, possibly sta] attractive 
by reason of her flashing eyes 4 

Whon tho Girban had been done, ancdyadjusted as 
jauntily as posmble upon such a head, Putals re- 
marked poae a 4 
“Why, you aor Unig, Wwhitta slate yotr feet 
are in} And have you brought them in o'that state 
all for the pleasure of mecling us?" ; 

“TL looks dike 11," spd Daniol, with a gleath of 
humour in the faded ayes, , ‘ ° 

hon we must wash your Tect for yon After 
that you will be’more comfy, and At to apoak to the 
mistress as she*deserves.” “* a 

* The two women, eworking Logether,a prepared a 
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minimum of hot water, whieh 1s nol so easily dope in 
a small native house, ‘This the wuistress biotin im 
a shulow vessel Pulali, knechng on stho floor 
washed and then died Uic way-woun feet, vory much 
as was done in Sciiptura days, 

Jn all Ins hfe Damel had never had this particular 
kindness done to lum — Little enough kindness had 
he evox received unl just of recentanonths, and this 
in the house of the truculent black ‘priest, Bapap 
Raojl of Halwach, who wished to seeure hem as a 
husband for charming Dayt, whom nobody else 
would marry bee wise of her listary, Some of that 
Kindness was genuine :, Ue family had fed bin up, 
and mide much of him Yet lus tended*heart had 
never been so melted as at prosent® 

* You are nat two Minalis,” he blubbered ; “ you 
are two good Samantians ", 

‘Tifis reference passed over the head of Putali, who 
was going lo cxplan that she certainly was as fully 
: tag a Moraltas any, But her mistress hushed 

ner Up, 

a that ts quite ught, gil He means to express 
hise gratitude afler the speech of the Christis, of 
whom he is one, though he nay deny it. wo must 
alledeny it ff necessapy for his safely But T under 
sland what he mGans; and I remember bygono 
thingr” —¢ ‘ 

Porliips thers was a (car in the lummous eyes as 
she spokq Daniel with lis facile envotions, now 
sobbed loudly at want scemed a sentifnental reference 
to the past, thongh he could not follow ite 

Vom this time Putali, as was beftttmg, fell more 
into the packgnound Yet ,bolh women, being so 
Appreciated, determinad further to melt their 
forlorn visitor s heart with kindness, : 

eThoy saw that here was no layer, but a patient 
chiming atlention, who shoyld be in hospital. 
They noticetl Daniel's cough,"his thin cheeks, ‘They 
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gaw that unless by sothe great chance he must soan 
die Of consumption -wlich was more than Dr, 
Yulton, ngt beiny a woman, lad secon. 

a He Jook$ worn oul, Ate you hungiy, Dan 

el?” 
y There was some far-off association m that syllabic 
pronunciation, but the patient, being dazed, could 
not place it nm is 

"Who calls me hy name out of the past ? Who 
ate yor, O blessed baz, who are hae as a mother, , 
to me?” 4 a 

“But are you hungiy? ’ repeated ihe qlder and 
the darker woman, * 

“Ob,angl not! It seems as if T have been hungry , 
most of thestinr? since T was list m Ta wah”, * 

If this wae so it could only be becnuss he was too 
lazy to cook his owy food, or spent the morey 
olgewhere. . a 

"Will you have chaha [tea] O Da-ni-yel? And 
food therewith ? ‘That will warm you up, Afler- 
wards something ole.” 

Te gave an appealing, shyly grateful glance which 
sont thom both hastening to he iP him : 

Tea was brought, such as it is se ved among 
nalives, always without milk, and in a nilal vessel ; 
and such cold food as the houst°contained half-way 
botweon the two principal meals, ; * 

Daniel ate, not very heartily, and was duly re- 
freshed, + Jat shin oyes, instead of being eplightened 
by food, grow Lhe more heavy. 7 i 

The girs cairied their complaisance sd for as to 
fetch ino hubble-bubble, one of the complicared lon, 
wator pipes fom the smoking of which nafives,"an 
some Europeans domiciled ip the Hast,derive o 
mystic satisfaction, A vary féw whitfs, within a 
minute’s time, are enough to give stiengthening, 
as when your tonga driver,*upon ‘the journey mto 
Kashmir, awill squataylon Ins heels by 4he read, or 
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your boatmin will step ashore wt a riverside house, 
so Hplatly that you cannot obyect to dt, Tis ‘itt the 
passiog of (he mouthpwer, withont ado about caste 
or teligion to any stranger who ip at native, which 
mikes (he fieemasamry Albis evar before you have 
fauly taken im the spectacle 

The hookah was beyond Dinnel 5 enstomary 
indulgence which dud not pr venta is enjoying it at 
lemsine. Tie gence sly pesed it “¢veril limes to 
doth’the pls who took thon while, althongh the 
halnt patuns mer to the Mcbammedan world 
Thon heele ved back upon the divin, mb ung the 
tobacco dun through weeler, and contemplating 
the gids at Ins fect f 

Tle In gin to feel hike a ‘Purk, Dahiel did nat even 
know that a Turk sat on a divan, in dressing gown 
and shpperp—-only thet Pe was the sablinsdon of 
Islath : 

"Ty there anything else that you would like?” 

There was alicaidy an abundant stink of liquor in 
the room, Damcel snifted sygmfieantly 

“Some sharab, now 2?" pursued the elder 


i), 
Be Yes, af you will be se good, seme dart,” he 
sakl politefy, using, the word more familiar to 
him. 

"Wow on missionary Sahib uscd to denounce 
dart, But we have wandered far enough from his 
ways. ie Pitot 

Daniel jooked vip, as sharply as he could, at the 
speaker, Who had risen to feteh the hguor « 

Ths hapting tongue eoule uot yet name her Uhough 
she mow, familar throu h, the disguise of yeais 
W slightly call wormmo,was all he saw, of fall digure, 
Tier face was on the blieker side of brown, with 
straight nose and Uhiek lips. ‘The 6yes, which alone 
had ever made her fietiecable where still effec 
tive, 
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Someone hke that used formerly to flutter his 
heart’ A bold gil with sensual expression while she 
should haye heen a clukd now grown hardened. 

Your master a doubulss somo gicat one among 
the Feringhis, 1s he not, O Dameyel 2” 

That he is, fa’ ‘Then he realised that he 
had made the quite needless admission, thongh it 
was obvious, thal he wes in Limopem service 
He plunged deeper My master 15 a Captan 
Sahib" % 
The woman’s acquaintance with ,caplains was 
Imited. It was nol s0 much that they were moral, 
but particular Even in (heir hous of diversion, 
which were too many, they Had no need to descend 
to her. She hed ence or bwice danced m public 
entertainments at their houses. But intercourse 
wih Kuropeans, save for some express purpose, Was 
discouraged by the temple authorities. ’ 

“A Gaptan Sahth of ery Damel added 
owlishly Caplan Malcolm Sahib is my master’s 
name Ee is proud in his youth and in us ches, 
being of gicat family in Viluyat. Ile keeps fivo 
chargers and a Vilayats bulldog, cach with a separate 
servant ta look after i” 2 

Damel had possibly consoited alongs the roads 
with the dog-boy of such, leadtag his animal forth 
for oxcreise, who felt that he condescendgd ; byt the 
pom would not have looked at him. “This hostess 
knew as ugh. thongh she did not say so. 

“And the JXtringhis thik ils woth fae to 
support chee Capuim Sdlubs at the cist of us 
poor people,” she said, echoing a feeling widely 
spread, oe ee 

“Ts your master willt you, Da-ni-yel ? 5 * 

“He is not, exnetly, yel dot’so far away” 

"What may Uaat mean? [lus ke com into oyr 
jungle with ha lishkar of prancing horsemen ? 
And, if so, whore catise great a one hiddhis head in 
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this rainy season, when he muy not bung his lordly 
dents with him 2?” t-F 

“He ty sheying at the soldier Sal ab’s baie, whonce 
YT have walked om ibe cain, as you fond) souls 
know ' . 

“What, with hi trop of cavalry at the 
ho-tel 2" 

“Wheig ate you diving me, bag? My master is 
at The ‘hotel unattended.” Past i 
o They 19 he on some adventure, Which of us 

“ Mmals wm Mylcoha Caplin Sahih sceking? Is it 
yerchanee the learned “Racabar, who has returned 
Hom, ¥i ayat after keeptng Company there with, the 

> tulers of the land?” © 

‘No jt is the white Muial.” 4 a 

Daniel could have bilten olf his tongue, which 
began Lo wag again with the figuot, when 1b was (oo 
late* 

“Whew! Iseo now. “That (\pluns many things 
A dangerous quest And he has sent you in advance, 
a useful scout. to leak for her?" 

‘Not al all, J woulle't think of such a thing, I 
didn’t like the job when it was put upon me, I 
chan mem what [ vid.” 

“Ob yas, you did, Da-ni-yd, But consider 
The white Mmalias our honour. Not in hersolf, 
for she is a fool, but for what she mews, Her 
fortune ant her fame must not be taken from us 
That accounts for Ue whacking sho bad only this 
mornitig. Venther wis amply justified, since the 
Cliusetun over ie lurkany so ei.” ¢ 

Potah and her mistress exchanged meaning 
glafices "Something in the mora vivid play of 
cfeatire ghvo Daniel the elué, 

" Surely you are the girl Una Narayan, who lived 
af the mastonury orphafage in Telsipur |” 

“So he at. @ Dasupyel, how dulfyou have been | 
And T usedeto think you adfuyfed ine.” 
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5 ho had+ the one fact did not exclude the 
other. 

Tt all came Dack (o thentm a flood. Eleven years 
ago,oit kuge period in then lives, beth had “been 
dependants of the Fultons in Tulsipur, yet with 
seacely a chance to speak lo cach other 

Tua was then a well giown girl of fourteen, 
aheady Caring onl, for the daily satisfa uo ofsher 
senses Shortly aiter she had run away froy the 
premises which she had scandalised She begail, 
upon the highways a career which wad soon absorbed 
and made regular mm Tinduism, She had @aused no 
scandal ag a Murah, nor fell any lack of self- 
respect, ’ 

The word’ Hird méans diamond, Tira had changed 
much, had coarsened though always corrse m file, 
had degenerated while te rding a happy fe Bry her 
oyes were a5 diamonds yel 

lt came hack to them both low, daung several 
yeas, they had cast lascivious glanees at each other 
on Sundays across (he aisle of the chapel in Tulsipur 
bazaar, where they were tanged by sexes on opposite 
sides, and on tho few other occasions when the 
wets ever near, Al least Daniel had cast sudh 
glances, being thon in love wa Ilia; while she 
cast them at all within range. ‘The existence of such 
material for missionaries to handle may ive che an 
idea of the diffieulty of that task 

But Hira hatlnever consalgred Pantel Wa was a 
poor sort oven then, vagueoof eye and of Lo I. As he 
recalled Uest. Lhings now he ughUy felt that he had 
never had a chance in life. ao 8 

Let mo make hasteeto get drunk, ard, to sleop,, 
since {he chance olfus,” he Aested, “ m order that 
I may forget all, this, and before,] do any more 
mischief.” oo 4 a - 

“ And how is tha, mjssionary Padre Salub, who 
took mo in,when I wa$ a starving child, ahd who was 

R 


* 
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3 
atalher ome?” asked Tre teally moved by, the 
thonplit of old tin cs 

‘He hs heen an irabitant of Tywdise these 
many yers O Flavia,” ‘ 

“Ah, Lam sory Unt the kind Mudam Satub, 
she survives, docs che net 2”? 

“ Py good luek she dows. where would T he without 
her? “She “broads aver wi all wath the wings of 
affectyou, antl canics on the ini sion work in ‘Cul. 

“mu.” is 

“Thats nght And tls old man, your father, 
with the Geuerable bead, ist well with hun ev”? 

. “IC is, save ay lig as vexed by this unprofitable 
con? ~ 

"Do not gtieve, Na-meyel sti Plira® with some 
comprchension from cartier (rung, Of the point 
of vigw * 

‘ f have never been any goed to myself or to 
anyoug ” 

"YT hope that is not trae rearing: your military 
Sahib what dul you sty his name wis?” 

“ Rogers Salih Colonel Rogers Sahib is my 
madter, now stopping at the hatel neu hy.” 

‘Ah, I sge-~ wishing to abduet the white Murali 
with your vuduable,essisten ¢.'" 

Dani} winced. Again Une and ber handmald 
exchafhiged giaees: wonder uyr what serk of a reghnont 
this blie-noyed veteran, oc master of tibia” weird 
servant, should copunand Pa: 

“T willitell you traly.? sad Daniel, observing 
them, and phnying blinlly. Ve *you not 

temamber Yr Katie Liteon Sabib 2" 
« She dilmot at first. the ganw meant nothing to 
her, Edgar Fullonehad net heen an Tadia durmg 
her yoars at Tulsipr. ¢ P 

“CWas there npt the ehenshed, eldest son of our 

Salih and Madam Salub so gallyd, who was then in 


Vilayat for nis ednention ? ” 7 
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> 
that is il, C beheve you never suw Yeddie Sahib, 
Wolf, he has now been back for many years This 
is the trudh which I will tell you kind good Tirabat 
JJe 15 the Sulub whom £ serve,” 

Take master, lice man -the fatal corollary against 
which Ful on had been warned. 

" And is this Salub of yous Colonel o1 Captat or 
perchance a BaddeoSahih? ? Mae ek 

“Not one of all the “neo: he could never attain 
thorelo? 'Yot 15 ho a Doctor Siulnb, a good doctok, 
without zowkar:: and him do I serve” 

Third looked shatply at hum, for lhe was drooping, 
The freshly made turban sat, as it was too apPto do 
with him, fu a conlempuble angle ’ 

And this, it he 1s your ical Sahib, is he truly 
stopping Ml “the ho-(el, and all for the sake of a 
Murali?” ’ s 

"Tle is, he is. vam not lying lo you any more. 
Do not do my mastér any harm-—though indee | he 
should not hive sent me here, But as fer me, dear 
kind ministering angels, do not ask me more questions 
but instead Iet me lie down ” 

A shiver passcd over him. Jt was 1eally the chill 
of malarial fever coming on, But ho alsp made tHe 
most of ut, in order to oxcite syrypathy. _ 

“Do your limbs ache, Da-ni-yol 

“Terribly, O Ubrabai, as if my ‘bones* were 
crushed in a mortar.” 

Mm Ther? iListhe hiw-faprgnd we must pos afler 

ou.” ‘ . 

Hira, having shown so much kindness to the waif, 
actually began to feel it. She was also desirous to 
show off, to remind Danicl that thoughy she had, 
yanished fom his would in a Wtqle cloud of sulphur 
she had not done, so badlyafor hersylf in the devil’s 
garden, and lo catise a good report af herself to conte 
loundabouls to'Tulsiygur, And for deeperreasons she 
wished to immobilise Daniel for the next night and day, 
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She wd Putali ceme ved the poor turban, hanging 
ik up on a Py They Incught a cbth to wrap 
atuund the shoven crown ond: presently to cover 
the fee, and they breught a drugyet blankat of 


grey. : . 

Mttheye must be more dink? Daniel offered no 
abyection “Now you ehall lay your (aed head on 
this hotter.’ <1 
i Pabeli, kneeling beads (he Tevan, knead d Daniel's 
Groken legs agd amma with bondurmess antl shall 
giving Tim the niiss 1g wh ch ladly needs. to be 
learned afi India. ¢ 

Who, under the enenmaliners, would not have 
fallen luxuriously asleep, al hough Lhe atmosphere 
of the closed 1ocm was becoming mephitic ? 

[Ie 1s safest so,” said tint, when she head him 
snove She cuelully eavarcdup the last inch of lus 
face Asleeping man on her premises would attract 
no attention. 

‘Then she flung open the door, and called her sisters 
from outside 

“Q Chandu, Gaya Bava Gozta, Malan and 
TMotit Come hithe:, al, and listen to my 


tale.’ “ 

Wrthout giving pstay the sleeper, the tale was in 

accusation of Bett Stat and of the white lover 
hovering néary Tine had ne reason to spare Di 
Tulton if (his wer ie , : 
SH We ko not wil be Pash anyone ‘angustly, do 
wo, arden? Surmmon *yeur levers, 1use the 
tudespwn of the fawn | We will keep qiiet wateh 
ouldide yiond Nubibai® dwelling Lf she is innocent 
hes But if she gocs ont to mect this foreign 
lover it an insull 4o*the ged and tu us, and the fire 
ison the mountains + a 

This was a pepnlar dime ll which, was pl eparing, 
and Tan Pant knew nothing oi Shiva’s worship 
is so Inoad bascd because at caters lo the lost of 
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common men. ‘There have been 1ace riots in 
Dagl tad when colomed men have seemed lo meddle 
with wlyte women ‘Lhe converse has been more 
often the Gune of Lucian disturbances than anyone 
knows 
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VYeG Lo anni) tity both rie and apace 
And riike two lover Pappy 
¢ N ph nhs 


“My gmmamon heanly, 1 that you? Oh, after go 
long But you do net ssc we Come to my 
duns, daring, and tell me whit has happened” 

Ldgu, Edgar fCis ony you thatd now wart 
Oh five met" a 

Téven in that heht Betty looked sorry for herself, 
She rushed forward, & mmbliaye over an exposed toot 
ofa tee avd fanly fl inte Pulten s arms 

She might not have done se of her own accord 
Bul now she was content to rst there, panting, 
dony up 

He fat her bosom heaving, ah yet only m the 
effort to reaver breath He would have been no 
Jover had his arm nel gone tightly round her 
shouklets —« 

There was a serenm of pains You Tat me, 

* Oh, lot gol? is ~, 

This mitht have beoa disiluviovang, fo a. less 
fulitul bit. ‘Chrongh” the thick ied — flamed 
jacket which Betty lad pitt eu tuiderne wh her sar 

hela? cofhing out inte tle every ar, Fulton's 
wm had btet the brunos renting from the beating 
of that morning 7 
“Why sweellnart, whatever ie the matter? 
You must get usetl to sech hingst? 4 
"My shoulders, ay back." she nvurmuored, 
abe “ 
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ashamod. “Ole how my mother has heen beating 
me 

"Dare anyone nushandle you? L£ have come 
none Loo “ben.” 

“@ou have luyscacd o4 the way, Tdgar; why did 
you? Lcould noffold out any longer, Tvery- 
one is 50 unkind, cacepl my Guwu 5, you are 
wutkcinicd ¢” _ ? 

With one bhing’and another, it was 180 muck for 
her, apd,she continued in lis aims, now sabbin, 
vehiemently. , ‘ 

Tle,could not defend himself, he was so engaged 
in soothing her ‘Lhe incic weight of tht gul was 
something, copecially aller the way in which she had 
cannoned ynto Ji > 

“Thorp; dhere, hush, sweetheart! No one shall 
hurt you any more,” a 

Instinclively he Negan patting her shoulders : 
. Bi there Yas a frosh outcry, though less 
oud, 

"Why will you be so unkind, dgai, now that my 
mother has turned against me?” But her head was 
on his shoulder which it just comfortably rcached, 
hor arms weve clinging 1ound him as if they Would 
never lel him go ’ 5 

"What a time you have bien having, poor little 
soull You shall tel me all about it at Jasme, 
Betly We have all our hves before tis?” 

" Thara yo po time Lo tell or do anything a lersme. 
Tako mo gtwayt at once if yeu ay going p sive Tic, 
Qh, do not think me bod for saymg so? But they 
hive fattawed me fiom Lingam as they never did 
before. ‘They ave not far away now, though we 
cannot sco them umohg the trees Bub didn’t yet 
hear the crunching of that twig?” 

She had raised her dad, and was intent in a 
charming altNude of listening  « ae 

" Nonsense, i( 18s@me small animafof the night. 
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Who at they, diy ol wher you sprak and seem 
afrad ¢” tA 

‘the women of the touphs, who are angry 
Dee ae DP witbnot tect the dite (hey qa, “Tey began 
tu watch outside aay heme Os afternoon, hoy 
followed mo when Tcune cu, they and ther lover 
in slack draperies, and loafers and shophoys fiom the 
town To asame you, there was quite a crowd of 
thera" Bee 

And whit ded i mda, poor dove 2 

Ff Cwalked past henras Puwely as 7 could) out of 
my motha’s Bowe, Lacy cf ine pass, and id not 
cout up Elose tome Pad they were behind me all 
the way along the roads Ol itw es Conable, Rdgar , 

“end they are inthe wood uew lt, 4). 

You cid so well to sent Chat “hudital village 
workin tome. Bat did you see nothing of my 
see want 2” = 

Hor glance af ineompich mage showed (hat sho 
knew nothimge of Damel. 

" Dmght have giesad as neh Betty. But we 
must beve beer senclugr messengers to cach other 
at about (he same dane Yours dtd ler enmand with 
soins sense, dhe would uo talk with mo for fear 
of Sattiacding Quer atlention ssa that I do not 
even know her mare Bat she ward aboat the 
hotel unt it began te prow cank, and then brought 
me fot groves She shewed the very trea, this 

- banyan overbaul, Which yeu tad appointed. But 
on tlie ventgl she would a Aw sth wath and, Jat some 
divatst bel aed, 6 Gott Teosdl learn nething about 
you hom her On petty here she vanished, 
allcgmy ate old blmid mini aud hengay cakdren in her 
us lage! o# ‘ 

“God “Dhondiby, © sue Hetty, smiling with 
sabshietion thiaigh ler deus She las done her 

» tas, and she diasefive wiles to welketo her home 
My mothe mpy distniss her forAhie uf it is found out,” 
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Dhondibai Tad mdeed effaced herself as Pulton 
sald.» She would not pass through Lingam town 
on her reQinn, since she seamed some disturbance, 
but made’ rer way homeward by devious Lracks 
across the fields, 

The win hid ceased, as so oftcn happens, an how 
ox Lwo before the fall of night. The skias were ofall 
covered with cloryls, but becanse of the mgon behind 
them there wey no“real datkness. oy 

Ti wes uncanny in hal shadowy wood, partienlaly 
with the knowledge that a hostile Ujrong was just, 
out of sight Belly slavered, and looked all 
round, * 

" Hdgary T am frightened) Oh Uanuiman,* save 
me, you areya ggod god, a kind and ficndly god, saver 
mo a‘a 
Fulton, aptonisicd at the meconsequence, saw Aor 
salauming revoaently (8 a {ttle shine of che monkey 

‘od which was elosd by, though he had not noticed 
4. ‘Tins was, in fact, Ulanwman’s wood The 
branches overhead were {led with lis langur apes, 
cuddled up for the night in the strangely human 
oe of alfecon which monkeys assume for 
slecp. 

tor shame, Belty, and you call, youself, "a 
Chitstian |?" . 

"T dont know what Tam 1 only know thal 
Tlannman is not lke Shiva, secking a poor mdiden’s 
ruin Tsalways loved Qanunian; and he will save 
me if yougwon's |? Ae aa" 

What was this? ‘To witit confused wold did she 
belong this girl who dishked the Multermg dress of 
native men, who shiank from their vices? yet swho 
seemed to cling Lo some ‘ol their gods ?_ The though, 
flashed through lim before the could be’ ashamed 
olit. a * * 

Flore at any sate was a lovely git] in canger, who 
trusted him more thap ke deserved, who }ad appealed 
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to Win andl was ad uly to dovethiiis with the fidelity of 
an Tndian wife, Tf he were haf a rian Kee must 
respond to (he appeal, da what he could to bring 
lus to whly ne 

Wher could be take her? Aki nowhere for the 
presont save to the heel, te bring destinetion 
there + 

Me folgh tdi had not time to tuo around, lo get 
angiifng ready fer au eller tive“ lopemont Belly 

pon the ote Tad, felt that he was, not alot 
enough. ‘ 

"Wada moment, my diting, * Lalton pretested, 
"TD hrve only a wentedd howe ut Che Fetal the 

_ one “which has tis day bronght nay dog-cart 
Faghteon miles, besides withing lone shares: yosters 
day. T have not imide any delay,eBulieve me, 
ard your grandmother card tut it was ne imporas 
tivor”’ 

“Th has become sean thew ve days sinee Leal 
left, Oo save ine take me out of this wood, for 
Lantin ints but + tane 

Somueh he evidently bid today Before leaving 

the hotel he bad taken the precaution to speak to 
Trtugji's driver about fae horse being possibly 
reyuned for another spat. that evening, Tha 
answer he hited vecevved was discoupagupg > and, ins 
deed, the lyvers would Ihave done as well to seok thé 
near railway staden ale 1. Tulten Lad) thought 
Of appealing to Mi Caged for a eejays for any 
sorl of ta animel tot easy thet onweud > But 
after che convers anon dhoso few bons ,hefore he 
felt that any such upped would be were than 
seh ai” 
e “Tan ghinking where we Gan best go. Would you 
like to make for tfakvach, where there is a small 
mytive Chistian ec nimnnity without any Ruepean ? 
Of else te the mulway stitien at Fidam, which dg 
nearer 2”? ° 
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Twill go anywhore with you, Ndgar, 30 that you 
will (ake me away fiom that wild beast at “my 
back. : : 

"Tust a'nomant to consider.” — Bul there was not 
the thoment which he demanded IIa was not 
nimble of mind, and lid nol Betty's reason to 
realiso the dangor. ‘There was so mush that we 
had Lo say.” ie i 

But he was out short. It was again, as so"ofttn, 
a case of The rest 3s silence ”” a 

"Flark, they are after me, listen 2 cried Betty, 
burying her head in his jacket, 

In truth 1 was the loathsome sound ofa mob, 
however snyul, of a tamulluous gathering of cheap 
humankind... Liko « beast’s cry, not very loud gs 

ot, it came’ to thom f1om behind Belty, and facing 
Sulton as he stood. “ 

The litule crowd no longer tried to keep in hicing, 
From bohind various trees they appeared, approach- 
ing neaer, pointing to the lovers and gesticulating 
to cach other, ‘They were not as yet fully aroused, 
or_dotermined, 

Hira did not altogether, lke Thais, lead the way 
1o fire another ‘roy. But she was the unofficial 
leader. > . 
“You plamly see them in Sach other's arms,” 
she was saying, "the white Mural who, 8 Loo, good 
for her sisters, and the Sahib who secks to fly awa: 
with her eee They hayo deserved death by this 
outrage Lo, Mahadea so close to Ais tomygless The 
faces of uyall we blackondd; but iC is thd god, our 
mystical husband, who is chiefly wronged, Let_us 
make Nees sure hofore doing anythifg, “Let 
s ee whore they dre going, for they are in. 

ieht.” ar 

*ulion, heaving only a Part of Uns, hid thought 
it time to turn towards the read, leading Betty with 
an aim around her ysl. . 
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“Choo up, Betty neve fey die] ‘Chey dare not 
come any neuer tous. Tu did you wade for a 
mile with these hab os oeland you? 1 will not 
Yeoh lame, Mie Connell t,t white woian 
ane well freftse yours helter” 4 

‘Ths hesad whit che cald lesiy? Ue dd 
npt heed that he was act og ts a lehtnng rod, to 
Tung le tee tion dit ety upon te hotel 

‘hey walked ong (he refd Teke this The 
fora dt etic not te walls fet, for whyn they did 

ye the folle wyny crowd ancreased tts pace more than 
Tm preportion, Commyp wearer, Sa they walked at q 
losuielé pace, taking, quite twenty intuntcs for the 
nile to Che hotel + i 
+ Por the most prt the hrouge kept ata distanes 
ob some fifty yards be rid them, cl'lys men and 
women Compose were nota yet highly excited 
but were beconmms so as they saw the ditection 
which the loves teuk — froga time to tame the 
dangeous warory brcke out anorg them: Hay 
herr, Mahadvo | 

As far as Fulton Cond) see, there might not have 
hon cver Afty porors in the hong, But these 
yhie incrensed from behind, se that he could not 
Judge. ‘The end of the crowd, now drawn out along 
tlie road, seen ed AG comm et with Eingan. Like ¢ 
walerspout, tt continually drew supplies from the 
deptha. 

So the lovers meved, not ted, qlong.the road 
Fulton Tal to sxppow Hetty, whose strength was 
farlings. * é 

Date, when tie craw to came indecently nea 
1iéton Gained open them. ik, vamin Beware 

Of the powor of the Puts ehaj b 

Thisd a waning which succeeds ox fails precisely 
accouhing to the prostyee of the Ray, (t has saved 
Many a life im imlie But im this vase ik was 
nnswercd Guth jests and with cries of rage, The 


e 
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dislanes, between pursucis und pursued continued 
Jess AML rad seen, and resented the way in which 
Botty had Collapged, leamng upon Fullan who could 
hadly sustaa “her, 

Tt was yeltiy to he a racial riot, always in- 
donsfied by such a sight. The relations of the two 
continents’ have been compared to ta vast inter- 
minable dual pc grening al least with Ti Adaysmal 
Aloxander, between te Oncntal and the Feunghi or 
Frank * * « 

The lovers moved on, part the wayside shrines, 
tho davthed stones of Shiva and the Nanis with 
ther benevolent bovine exyession im the moon- 
Vight ‘To the sontinvard (he heavy cones of the . 
temples towered? nfdistinct, seeming to dommete 
the scene.” ® is 

One of the more aman chuactas in Indian 
history is he of whom tho ig yple still say: “Maha- 
dai Sindia made Himself a sovercign by calling 
himself a patil” (village headman), In the flight 
following the fatal butte of Panipat he, then a small 
chieflain on a fine Deccani mare, was pursued in 
nightmare fashion by an Afghan, on a strong 
ambling stecd =The mue could outsyip the bez 
horse for a moment, bul never escape 1.“ Whenever 
Mahadaji halted for a test, there wase the Afghan 
behind him, At last the mare completely exhansted, 
fell into a diteh, and Mahad yi was taken Io was 
ae od, weotuded so as 40, ]ume him for life, and 
eft to Iusfate, De was found By a wrfer-baruer 
who placed him «1 Jus bullock and tcok h.m towards 
the Decean, and who afterwards bore the honorary 
title of bhaé or brothgr to the Mahargja. But 
when this Sindia was Jord af JImdustam he used* 
to tell General Palmer lpw, for a long time, he 
never slept withtul secing the Afghan and bs 
clumsy charger pacmg, aftdr him and his swift 
Deccant maie oo s 
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o 
Sueh was somctling the sersation of Ingluctible 
punt which Poulton bog un to fed, s 


A cone wh cm vl ya We 
Pe th wor ke dn fe ae cae sc 
And hiving we took Uo rcund waka on, 
Aulturo no age bas bead, 
Bau hele wit fieh fil ond 
Doth ¢ oc bead him tei 
e 


gt 


a + 


CUAPTER XIII 


Linqtionda tollus ob domus of placons 
a VWxor 
Trorage, 


o (Cath and your home and pleasing wifo 
ro to he left.) ba 


Tus was hOw it happened. * . 
Mr, Connstt, tool man, undesirous of offence 
towards Iind® gods or men, was smoking lus after- 
dinner cigar on the west veranda of the hotel, m 
touch the attitude of half a dozen hours before, [le 
looked, as lic Hked to look, over the gate ol lus 
enclosure, representing half a lifetime of effort, to 
the trees of the highway which led to L ngam 
"Yve had a good dinner,” he mused, chewing his 
cigar “So might Dr. Tulton have had if he 
hadn't been such a darned fool. Streaking off alte» 
some blooming girl at the temples, I’ bet Ee 
seoms keen enough on his feed, so-he must have had 
gome reason for being away at dinner dime, «Not 
many Indian hotels can offer such beef as we do, 
Pity it offénds the niggers as fangam. T[ ty to keep 
itasqmelasT oat But, wilhoul ofr own vegotables 
and frutl, which the globetrotiers think so much 
of, the hotel side of the bugmess wouldn't pay. Qne 
hand washes the other. That is what enables mo to 
feed my g tests go well as T am generally admitied to * 


9 a 
“Drat that fgdl! A sort of misionary doctor 
out of service, “his flurvor folls me, He’ have 
enough 19 do to Joole after himself, What's that 
278 
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noise Of boviny along: tie “yad? And Must go 
miterforn ge: wath Che ptls whem Lindus in patd yusl 
herd as the peculiar proper yo ‘Thats what I 
cant nase pavetbone co that ‘bAS pace ds not ag 
adher plices bit volo inte pronud! swcied they call 
ie Ui have fo give np the hotel tine is makin 
me old Pefore tay tin dt thes what to do with 
thas teydeuildiope tineancd tac 

"Whit's thal ncie, prowiny lotider? 1 dont 
slike it T shat beat cee und he retnngs “Y 
wond rowhick of the heathes hes afta? Some of 
thom ve stimu, no doaht. puch dings dog't 
tronbe me new, exarpl lo ty ta prevent them 
But f knew Di Tallon was after someone I can 
tab the ll Cina lovascye, Leas ‘Tyust me, Tye 
had OxpCrence’ we 

‘Hatk, a reguher roar (us Game And upontn 
wotd (hits dav, entaing my compound with @ 
Muruh npon Tisatm Sach utting never happened 
hac before, seepenty Damo rtien haw dare he? 
Pollowed by an angry Gowd 4 might be expected— 
binging (iam upon ae. Toa net nsed to much 
considerauion from pasts, but this heats everything, 
afler my warnings to hint Who ean the girl be 
Sho scams lull fainting, oF thud D recognised 
her, but FE eould stot Gedi such inadness ‘That ys 
noohe (iin Belty Stud, the white Murali, the 
mascot of the plicc, the special pode and possession 
of ther blond gy ee lt re 

Te Wat, Co be ripgret(ed that ie uty Che lest words 
of Me Counch's dite, whict tallowed were those of 
inwohercat bl spheny 

n de sufficed white yn onlight he recognised 
Belly Skit, whom be knew well by siplit 

Like a hghtning condietor whieh leads (under 
kalts nol ite the gouhd but waere hey can do 
most harm, the lovers continued® their mfatuate 
course dirdst upon Jim and kis hotel, 
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“Damn you, keep off, go away ” he shonted, 
u ee wish 10 be our ruin? Are you ey 
mac . 

Bul wets ele coald Viltoa conduct the burden 
which with «uMbully he led along ? 

“Cheer up, Betly, we are almost within shelter,’ 
he was 90 inconsiderate as to be saying ; 

The veranda glood high, some six feebove the 
“ground beloy. “Mr, Connell kept lus ‘post, wilh 
dus and Betty for a moment jus beneath 
him, 4 

Neier of the white men had any Sort of weapon, 
evon a walking stick In lands where thére ys an: 
sort of pergonal danger il is $0 much more dignified, 
and actually sgfere to be unarmed ed 

Now qutlg close behind the lovers surged the 
angry ciowd $1 had changed in temper an@® in 
composition since the Scene in the grove hall anshour 
before. Kather thgn thot, it had begun with a 
harmless gatheiing of idles watching outside 
Venubais door unnoticed by herself when Betty 
issued forth Begining with some two dozen, it 
now number perhaps five hundied who were 
being continually added to by accessions both along 
the road and through the ficlls fom Lingam. , 

The town was full of the “wot, aygd the worst 
olemenls were poming ottlwird to jen it, The 
badmashes, the professionally violent and fiwless 
clasgas, now, igok the lead. 

Tevon (yis mob fad so" mucle sense of éauness 
that they, wait] muti the flavus tinne™ info the 
hotel compotnd befowe makiig up theit minds. 
But the sight of what followed carried itesistible 
conviction, The peopte: of the hotel ymust be 
involved in the outrage upon dliva 

Withethe entrance into*ihe compound came the 
first unanimoue noise lo bevcalled a roar, IL agas 
ropeated and redougled in the next sinutes 
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“Han, har, Muhadio? Lhe fue is on the 
mongiatins a 

Sra ens, which Pub di cady bec head spag. 
modie ily new hepstn fo fe infoncd tepetha: with 
olhers KG! Puan t down Wwitnyine oringhag 7 

An Indi mob, duccte lin any tgrce aginst 
Enjoy ¢ ud, quickly becornes hhomeimdil and exe 
Lermtriytypde Sucte Was 10h cottste Vellore, and 
niouy Unde ever dnany (ho Mutiny of hilt ecntury 
laters Mori to be teed hat ie hatred towards 
Turopean rile deg ant Labia inn utive’ hearts 
‘This docs not appear ue ordimary tines, whpn the 
appreciation of the setthd rule which lurepeans 
Ding overheats otha considerations, Bat all 
ul, sive the Dated is lorgottyn ya Moments of 
oxtravrdinary outburst. , 

’ Red rum and the bred rg up of laws.” Within 
the Frotel compound it Ta aew become (ae mob 
role with whieh the world 1s dire nad And it may 
bet matter to think out, whether this, or militay 
rule, or priestly rule, 18 the more fo rthsame. 

This anob, with prinutive passions, had not 
piunilive werpons. “Thery wits not a sword or a 
spear among then. Staves they had in (he shape 
of Lhe aggr@ssive banthoo sticks, familar under the 
name of lathis, Nea was (hae a Browning tevolver 
among the Shrong. Wnt gecd inany the front 
ranks had old amy odles, “These, whieh ware 
lung lo be bought, whey Hscardeal, day something 
like five rupees ycce, tos iat fie slihje lempter 
tion to ie Indian poptao “The Lequce Act is 
complicd wilh or evaded, tundet the eacusy of sport 
or df detence tiam tobhiag, sa tint in hiet fair 
sroportion of the people tue Tound to be this rudely, 
bnt sulticr ntly ated: 

Nor was (hacrany whd ‘ suzedent Hamberu wilh 
aval Lo destroy.” > Thar wie neta tach among this 


t 


throng. Inkendialism wits represcnted by Japanese 
‘ 
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matches, the worst ver made, and some fiom 
Swedea, which sold because of crude portraits of 
Shivaji upon the boxes, But these patriols wished 
to phinde® Selore destroying 

Tufiton had m4naged to pull Betty up the veranda 
steps. lle stood for the moment a little apart from 
her, as she leaned against one of the veranga pillgrs. 
Ifo faced, appealing for help, the anguilygbluttering 
Connell, who would rather hive faced the ‘m@b, With 
whom he might have come to an undeisianding but 
for the presence of the lovers s 4 

“She has deserved death, true,” the voice of 
Hira was heard, “But we will not darlage our- 
selves by ling her. The white Mutali is a part of 
our abru Spage her beauty, which is wealth to fhe 
shrines, Wo will punish her enough by making her 
live as we do Piss her down delicately, that she 
may be taken to her*’mother, who knows noshmg 
of all this.” ° 

Tn the twinkling of an cye Betty was ianded over, 
by several men who had 1eached up to the veranda, 
to the arms of Ena and several other Maralis. Hira 
was oxultant in the success of her small part. er 
eyes wore like diamonds, her heavy face aglow.. 

‘Thero had been «a general understanding that 
Betty must not be hurt Butas sheystood for an 
instant among the other Muialis, she wajched, 
bewitched, the murder that went on above her. 

First of gly sia was aware of a white woman 
coming (@ join her huslind ein dingore Mis. 
Connell was walking dialonally actoss the quad- 
rangle between the two bungalows, and had reached 
about the middle poml, where Dhondibai stood that 
afternoon. Der husbartds who looked outward did 
not see her, She might not theve left her children 
and vertlured ous like that*had shedfully realised {je 
situation. * ’ . 

Betly heard a bag, then another, of cither side 
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of her, She watched Connell stot k with two slugs 
Uhongh the ehest, gicun totter, reel over tha edge 
of (ok voinda and fallin a erumpled heap upon { he 
wound, maltedne “Suste, Luey,” wttlt his last 
Death, t " 

For anothar dustant Fulton stood there alone, hig 
back to she mob Before he could Gin round he 
too way abe once through the shoylder and perhaps 
again. Fle alsoreeted of Ue ver ince and follin sueh" 
Bway ats tO break a deg under him Tle lay out at 
dull length cubis back, cee fo Che comer’ of the 
building 

"He his ded trymy: (e stve me,” was Betty's 
Jast thonght. Love for the taat dime antered her 
“heart as she fainted aid wes ctnicd gently away to 
her mother's, ‘ 

The crowd evalted st the fall of the two while 
mens No one hac seat, i was convenient not to 
know, who Tied tinal Che fait sledts Now for the 
white worn who fats so long descerated: our holy 
Neghbourhecd |" 

‘This was very much enieriliot Th such itis the 
ve face which is objected to, save for purposes of 
oye, 

‘Phose in the front of the crowd moved upon Mrs 
Connell ‘Uigy hidmot very many yards fo go, for, 
wilh ¢ stutnge courage having seen her husband 
fall, she stl advanced, poseihly not comprehending, 
Yet this was the dete ay uel: had long overhung 
thom, wad Taal affes beet discussed between the twa, 

She wis’ quickly poundbd ta death hy the thick 
fithis and af camse anonymously, Her while 
frock, castained with blood, was lefl gleaming m the 
moonlight! not fiat from tlt ‘hoiies of the two men, 

At about the sant vermont the kindly ayah had 
finshed drcssing: Susi dad Lucye who, had beon 
awakened by thé uproar. “Come, amy pels,” she 
sald, “we must steal away “nt Lhe opposite, side 
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Lam a, line worshipper of Shiva, but I do not hold 
with ’such doings in his name. Anyhow, I ghust 
bung you dosafely fist, and 1 will be a wandaging,” 

The children »were singularly good, because un- 
afrad. Taking & hand of each, Gangu Ayah led them 
oul from the back of Lhe bungalow (which iter they 
saw in flames behind them), through gantlens and 
orchards which Itept them shielded froniicay, sto 
the jungle wpon thew own adventures. A 

Trangi’s driver was never in any danger, since he 
could proclaim that his master was ‘no Turopean, 
With Ths fAgged horse he made his way to Kanhala 

But at the half-way place he did not find Ins 
fellow-castdman Maruti, with Shaitan Popular, 
bruit had before that brought the news of the slaymg, 
of the white Toll at Lingam = IIonest Maruti, in jis 
prophetic soul, hid foscseen something of the sort 
that was why he hel Imgered. Te now cleared off 
across the jungle {o dne of the lesser towns of Mysore, 
where Shattan, though no longer young, was easily 
worth some hundreds of rupecs, 

TIonest, orthodox*Maruti retuned Lo lus village, 
where he lived {n glorious idleness for several years 
upon this windfall, It was the direct doing of te 
god, he felt, in acknowledgment 9f lis orthodoxy, and 
reward of lus merits in forma hives — Shiva had no 
more fervent worshipper in that villige Ab first 
Maruti kept silence, o1 told Ics, about the source 
of his prospmtly, Later, a, was more satisfactory, 
he bogan US brag of the t1 wh. LU was hopouted for 
declaring that his conscicuce was never at ease while 
serving JAdion Salih. » 9 

The mob was disapprinicd m the plunger found 
in the lwo bungalows. Lurnijuye which taey could? 
not uso, fow hundicd ruppes with some jewels and 
clothes, mace thé total. . ; ° 

We can at least burn tho Teringln hauses,” they 
declared, 
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‘Lhey could, but they hid more than a hte 

Niles 3 3 p, atthe 
tromble in geting Ue wel teak and masonty to 
ign from Japancse matches, A fey paratin 
lumps, duu about helped Uiings., While mest of 
the walls subasted, the howe: gloud gutted, black 
enad, undand ome. 

Thy poses did pot tke mote than an hour 
Wirle lh PS still carhy in the everday the mob began. 
streapmy back towards Linggun, vu low caltying on 
shor heads bedsteads whie a would afterwards mako 
trouble i idemidiead, 

dome eight have calle all Ulsan «xaraple of 
“the corruption Chat iy an the world, throngh lust” 
eBut where ts dhe biod Unt t mot cortapt 2 As has 
spetn elegantly sud, Put tive Hundred: Lords into 
ong room, and Chey wal stink, 

Meunwhile where was Cie Mamiatdar, the focal 
offical with second-class miginfcual poweis, repro- 
senting Ue ptotis Mabarya ? . 

At the opening of (he riot he was sluggish and not 
Ul-pleaged. Presently, when he saw flames from the 
divection of the hotel, he watked over to Hari Pant’s 
toask what he had better do. “The latter answered 
Wilh some, bitterness that tt Was too late to do 
anything well, * 

Thereuport the fLamlatdar mounted his official 
tong and proceed towuds the scene of distie 
bance. On his way he passed the vangiard of tha 
returning motor, Thay aited Jig” with salaams 
which wee only not na ung hveause they know 
that he symptihised wih them. ‘LhCy ” began, 
unieprowd, Co intone the mmne of the “ruler he” 
served: lat Balwant Rap Wlaharqal Thus the 
Dlate government aves asavciated with the crime, 

But the manyzheaded pe wt wan puled with blood, 
‘The rioters be gan Lo digpersa, wilh squttoring cries of 
Harv, harry Mahadeo, Soades, aud fai Maharagal 
‘This offieutl was evidently ¢f the sort, which b 
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born fo be disowned ‘and superseded. In the hotol 
compound ho saw the ruins, he saw the pitiful 
bodies Of. ye three Ruropeans, ; 

“Let the Myngs be sent for in the morning,” 
was his chief rémaik, with a disdainful wave of the 
hand, “to bury the bodies of these unclean ones.” 

The Mangs, with thu thick black featlutes, arg the 
scavengers of (haps parts, the only onasof the out- 
castes who tink below the Mahas Tho neéd to 
bury dhe dead swiftly is an ouistanding fict gn, 
India ° o 

But before the Mangs could come in the mornmg 
there came, with the carly houis of tho next day, 
drenching rain which endc@? with suntise The only, 
wonder Was athal jackals and other scavengiig 
animals U@ not devour Uke bodies during the night 
And in the cally mopping, spick and span, [TariPant 
came walang lesyrey Ode from Lingam, — ® 

He had been genuinely upsel, and indeed very 
angry, at the 1iol, of which he had not learned in 
time io prevent it, All had been so spontancoys, 
after tho ways of the blessed populace; and Ho 
CLuropean aristocrat could more thoroughly scorn 
those ways. ° 

{l was the bludgeon inglead of the ripier, possibly 
poisoned, "This 13 nol the Brahmin way of doing 
things,” he kept $.ying. ‘ » 

Tn some degree Ins thoughts were those of a 
Europdamsecplic, Lo pclatel the temples, which 

ave him such dignity, th bté@ that he eould not « 
Bul condone and oven believe muef. And the 
tomples could not exist withont the fayth and the 
fears of tho lower cpstcs, as Christian pricfis agp 
constrained to admit *of ,the laity. "When lau 
Pant hoard of the murder antl saw Lhe flames in the 
sky fe even fat some phide in Ute effective mephods 
of his flock. : , ® 
. They should"acl have done 11: dhis will make 
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same trouble frome. Bet than i ne enying that 
et sa powall ped call? ° 
Witt Hon Pant tered wae the focssmg of 
feat otaben, new ot ta be welded, gpon 
vatiouy dnitgs at the toamplea, chiefly regarding 
money noatter  Retty Sfrute was not the only 
allan, mid the prisst) Pad not kept soe uefully to 
the windivaped © the Law as wae sgimetimes thought. 
LIA state, now thoreuphly cnutaugled with the 
Aquple accounts, was the byes. Ching, Chey lead had 
6) cumble for dyirayc a eentiny past On the earlier 
oversion, Chou,h the puests wer then im chemore 
domimyotevanin india hey hal, as histery records, 
dest. Und Betty Stat albity, new mils crisis, was 
Pulled off, any onlside Intasercnee was rgtolerable, 
unthinkable sit mitt not be ne 
“@his will buay the new young Resident down 
upon #4,” Tan Pant acflected "The murder of 
Europeans such a things woul lehave brought out 
even the late Restdent. Mt Com ind must come 
to Lingat uit he han le Jeast sense of duty. And he 
is astrong man, Incomupuibk, were luck — 1 know 
that he he avonled locking into several things here 
But, tow, having to do $0, le will look thoroughly, 
and fhe Wings Cumot, bear being looked into-—not 
quite yet, UI they heve been fixed up. ‘The State 
Srvereot fovirlually hold in any land, though I 
Onot always feel sure dd the Diwan But all that 
ewill now be swept aside py the British qltaj, ina 
emadter conecuning Mt rope Ds, te Retty- Stuart, 
whomay > GS udedits one, Sheds a ding: girl than 
Tover th ught undl yestuiday. The Residemt may 
evn Cary fer aways a Brit sh ward. ‘That would 
Bedhe devil gnc all, for my ofal fcclings a well ag the 
propaty: Uhat must*nft he T would fora lakh 
thatthe stupid not had nGt taken place 1i*may 
Aeon lo be for my felvantage, but it’s the opposite 
Did T leave anhihing undone lag. pight that J should 
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have done, for olicy # I couldn't stop the riot of 
the Icv-horn, which was like fire that eatches ffom 
the sun Jt,wasn’t my business: Tm not the’ fool 
Moamlgidar “ Nope the less, do 1 appear well i thie 
matler? And,unot, how can J inprove my position 
wn Europe n eyes 2” 1 

On the Sunday morning, with some anxicty, alder 
she multiple ceremanial dulies which ho had 1gdyged 
to a minimum’ and suill regarded with impatience, 
Tlart Pant went to havo a look at things, . 

We turned callously from the dieached. corpses 
of Mr, and§Mis. Connell, ‘I’m glad ihey’ye out of 
the way— eternally bringmg strangeis to pry yipon 
us and repart us fo Lmope ? Yet the removing of , 
them was npt worth the price it will cost” * 

But sontel ing in the way 1m which Fulten’s body” 
lay out allracted hisgattention Among the str. 

ising quilificationy which wae always appedang 
in Hari Pant were those of a medical man with the 
best Scottish degtces. 

“Vho fool lover? A good-looking fellow once So 
Venubat was right aout lum, and [ was wrong. I 
must tell her 0, which will please her; but 1 dop't 
want her otherwis. Who would have thought thet 
little Nilya was so dip?” —, . ’ 

He took up ulton’s hand, which fall back less 
than rigid. lie stooped over and put h& ear 40 the 
heart, whieh still beat. 

"Vos, Tha young man liges Ile shill do so af T 
can bring id abot: Yot if Will ba a narrow squeak 
with both ayound and flacture, and with tht mana ia, 
which he # bound to have, afler the wetling through 
the mght. I an above being jcalous of him; ° 4nd 
this will give me mont with the Residency, Lucky 
that. I have Tarabat in Use conipSund.” 

Han Pant had not conf out from Tingam ug- 
attended IIe gent men to the roatl to glop and to 
empty the first bullock cart which passed ‘This 
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was preforable to a tengr lo convey Tallon in; 
wile the erucity as to cheiee of vehicle wag part 
of Bachan Ife, as well ws of the silyahion in the 
jungle, z i 

The uxt worst thing to sitling‘in a bullock cart 
is Lo UY to keep ptee wi done, ‘Lhe chief purest, 
walking ahead, looked in al Venubats door with g 
begmag Fun. am . 

"Tlow are we Uus meining e? Bul he waved off 
ihe fabble which would have come from fert 

Ves heemd “1 know I hnew — lll nol come 
ine Tonly wanted Lo tell you that youdwer’ in the 
night aboul the Ve inghi lover whom. you Leardd for 
Nilya Mg . 

«Tow good of your revercnd® to sai so I felt 
itin the ar; I knew the there must Ve a hidden 
lo¥er somewhere to account for war. was happening ” 

Lier rueful face had lighted ap tt the aaiaai 
though she grieved herself tora lover Jost 

“You ae wise in such matter, bat; and I wish 
that {had hstened te you.” 

“Yet you neither came las night, nor will enter 
my humble dwelling now. What things have 
happened | Let os be thankful the leringht lover 
isslain, wilh those who gave lim shelter,” 

"Not soe Venu, You would not wish evil to 
me, evouldf you? Lor Lam piving him shelter, 
seeking to bing him to lite, The young man, a 
comely one, is nol slyva, though yificonscious and 
close fo death = Tle Jollays ima carl belfind. Lam 
taking him to Laraba, of whom you soy, who has 
leaned fhe Vilayati ways of musing. Between us, 
with my kaowledge of praheme, we may, or por 
‘shance we may nol, be wole Lo heal him. But he 
cannol he strong again in this land, since {he fever 
iseupon him; sh there is no fear 2gr Nilya.” 

“What 9 tale does Your r¢vqencé unfold 

Venubai swas abased, Termsenses of right and 
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wrong, of up and down, of the points af the compass, 
were all reversed by this news. Ilindu mordlity, 
in which slrity pinys so luge a part, hardly takes 
accaytnt of the ,portioa of humanily aol Hindu 

“An outsider like that, an unclean Feringlu ? ” 
she continued. “To take him where tyou_ lve, 
within the temple precinets, where Lain not alloaved 

sto go? Afloy atl {he harm that he has sught {o do 
us? Now if anyone else had tried to do tlus we 
would hold it sacrilege and iniquity, a bredch of 
caste.” a a 

“ Toubiless,” he answered with an amysed smite. 
* But cannot I, who regulate casle, disrogaré uu?” 

"You @an, you can,” she sad, bending forward. 
while hunbly* raking clasped hands to bonehead 
“Vet is*it%a misfortune ihe young man escaped 
I shall not feel casy spont Nilya fora moment sow ; 
and your reverence has said 1 was ught thé time 
before, Now if I*had the nursing of the Feringht 
jawan, whose breath is already upon his lps, do you 
know what I would do? ' 

“T know what yu mean, Venu Bul you would 
do nothing of the soit, you are too kind-heasted. 
We must mmprove the ab of the temples, which as 
been hurt by last mght’s domys, by the care shown 
to the wounded and sick Fetinglis whose leg 1s 
moreover broken; Limist set ut. Bit youecannot 
understand: how can you, being a woman? Tow 
1s Nilya thi? qorning ?'"e, 

* Botttr than sho deserves Lobe, youy révoronce, 
She was*hrought bagk mmburt het night hy Hirabai 
and a tout of wild women such as J yever, kept 
company with,” » aes 

“You must not despise, jem * they are your 
sisterg,” 

“T know they ane, under thegereat god; agd 1 
want nothing’ so sgugh as to be one 4 them again, 
To think of my Nibya having had the poldness to go 
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with her lover all (he wy 16 he Te inghi ho-tel}! 
Ané to thnk th (1 ucver noticed when she walked 
out of my heise as large as life Bug then, your 
revereheo had cold ne net tomape le her movemopts,” 

‘Thad, Ehad my good wont Lt wasn’t your 
fault" Ff 

“Bul Nalya bas fool us al T didn’t beat her 

? ‘ ‘ ” 
again lyst alght, although Load y wind to P 

» Just as well nots it would hve Been too much 

, Bal, since we hive seen how deeeilful shed can be, a 
ecourse of the rape (rom you, mm moderation, will do 
her no harm,” h « 

“Twill ramember, yo reverence, That Wttle 

- gill, whom no one wold Inv suspected of such 
eqoness | Someone must have* hekpeck, her reach 
her lover, 'm thinking,” Pay, 

“So am I hes at just str ick you?” 

* Your reverence is lughing at me and selves 
moe right for my blindness “Chere have been 
messages between Niya and her paramour, though 
oan ¢ dream where she first met him, My mothe, 
a respectable Maratha worn whom you have seen 
herg undoubtedly curried a message to Kanhala last 
work. whom are we lo timst? Bul there must 
also. be sorhe trator in my house, I suspect 
Dhondu Mahrrin, the widowed grinding woman 
whom you heard Nilya ask for yesterday, after the 
well-deserved tliashing. She suw no one clso Lor 
therest of Kheday, Tt gt have been Dhontu who, 
it now comes back ty mes loft thy house with Nulyas 
permission “too ew.y in the afternoon,” « 

“Noth me is mote hkely  Ilave you dismissed 
jlus Phontiu 2” x 

No, byf [shall as goofs she shows hor black 
face She lives two ‘cdss out in the jungle, and 18 
late, this moining, whiclt also lowks suspicious 
She lived among the Chfistis formerly.” 

“Some go-helween thee mis have boone Tako 
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caro thal this Mahat* woman doos not seo Nilya 
againg’s 

T wall indeed, your reverence, Nilya has been 
as a dead Ahing over mght. It will sel her up 
amazingly’ to learn thal her lover lives. T have a 
greal mind not to tell her.” ‘ 

“Do not try Lo conceal the news, ba/, since il must 
come out, and sgorecy in little mattors ig womahly 
foolishness Metlhty Nilya nor lus Veringhi*fuends 
will evey again have satisfaction touching this Jover, 
whoso name we do nol know — Ile is ina sad plight. 
Yama jpasancarly cariicd away his soul yol will I 
do my best’ to 1ecover it” * 

"Ts thege any need?” Venubai vented * 

“There 15, gre ycod than you can think, chatter 
ing womag* Tins murder of Nuropeans, with aison,s 
has brought us all into peuls whigh we did aot 
imagine yestaday, Nilya, who has savsed, the 
trouble without will{ng 1, must stand ready to help 
as she can, and (o be obedient.” 

“She will be that if I can make her Your 
reverence might jugt as well have come inside” 

“There is no need. Take care of Nifya in material 
ways, as for the god, yet nol forgetting somewhat 
of the .ope’s end Lo lower a too high spirit. Let. por 
be ready Lo atlend my summon? #t any,lour Good 
woman, no mor “Ta-tal’” ® 

And with his butlant smile, and a lite flofloung 
wave of xleligate fingers iy unknown among he 
Christian ,clergy, the daitdy pyest was walking 
swiftly up the strecl, stiangely hushcdwalter the 
uproar of the evening 

’ e . 

It was nearly mulntght. Jolm Coisand, being ‘ 
studious, and not a very goose deeper, folfowed the 
habit of eveninggeading which noyer really pays im 
India. * rare . 
Tho rest of the Readlency slept on gs Sunday 
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night, save for several whor were paid to watch, 
which need not prevent thei sleeping — Theeyaster 
alone sal in ls study, by Une cleetue hebt which 
had Iatdy been dust led and which vdiked well, 
onjoying perhaps the keenest happracss of which he 
was Carle 

Tle was reading aloud (> hinself, lovingly crooning 
anf many times repeating, the vases of Tlomer, 
ankfréin Tie Odyssey THe Tad conee back to thet 
woud: 2 profut tot theta, with which the battered 
Wanderer, confor tad ny the hatse of Alcinat §, beging 
Ue greatest romantic me tative of the pvor]d 

* Thats nothing like (is," Corsane Was saying 
“Vor the glory of sound, as the glory of wards and of 
auinosphere, Fate Homer stands Inst, als he is the 
emliest ‘Co think that (hose hexametars, are older 
than most of thg Bible, Ghat dh ough oe centuries 
theyghave given such dalle d+ us to all who have 
had the sense to seek (han N¢@t only for the great 
Greek age, which they largcly formed, but for so 
many other ages, Whal they hive meant To thmk 
of the aapture with which Ue fast Romans who 
hogan to care for letters, the Scipnos and ther 
pquipanians, fastened upon this treasmel The 
words, any prommMnetation, were nearly the same 
in thelr Cais ps mating tout, while Uiey never 
had so clear a page Loread hom, Surely the thought 
that these words, unchanged have meant so nich 
Unoughoul recoded Mivopean histary may well 
ineretse then delight fof Ww Oh ewa'hge bats to 
road anytiting but Homer n Us glent fg, Shake. 
gpeate dene stands beskle hin. Dante, Cough ha 
has Ahe gecal style, the lord'y utterance, depicts a 
‘world, and shows a mindrtintly less pleasant ” 

Hs hed&vy-jawed clave glows das these thoughts 
patsod throngh tun. Bett it clopded as he was 
aware of the insistent bdut of iron hows approaching. 

A big Woaler entering the 2usidency grounds, 
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galloping to the from door along the gravelled 
driveway. At this hour il could only be an offidal 
messenger, and with something scrious. 

Can Jf never let 1a¢ alone?” 4 

With a ‘groansCorsand lud aside lus book, the 
Oxford Homer ‘The tune was come to close that 
volume, and perhaps another, The time was come 
lo leave many pleasant things, Lo go out mlo a wotld 
very differents fom the Hellenic, to Incest «m- 
imagmied dangers. * 

fn India 1 is not the jarrmg knock which arouse? , 
one in themight There are always itermediarics, 
Caisand hvard low voices ontside, sofl footsteps 
within, After several nunvyes, duung which he 
glowered ata portgut of Agnes Grant on the tables 
beside hin’ qn futhorised scrvant came {0 the déore 
bearing an envelope about two fect long, e 

A great part ol Comands work consisted ingpro- 
ducing such envelopgs, yet he did not care Lo receive 
them at edd moments 

This one, with a letter dated an hom carlier, was 
from the powerful Yeung Diwan of Kan iala State, 
Moropant Ghatgay, CI 1, a Brahmin very different 
from Hari Pant, and a remukable character * It 
enclosed voluminous tcports from the «Mamlatdar 
of Langam, of such a nature a might have been 
expected, woolly and expressing little, ap the riot of 
the evening before. ‘Those were m the Muathi 
seript, just ipceived, and, had bean sent on im 
mec intely, Wille an apolog? dhal ghere was go time 
to iranslafe and o type tie con ents, whieh were of 
an urgengy which veccleulul dulay mn communication, 
Corgand had therelore & plough as he cot la thrgugh 
the loathed Modi. , * 

But the tragical news anipedt te his eyes ftom these 
and other enclogures — Tero had been race nots 
at the louchiesé place in tha'State, the encroachfig 
hotel was buint dawn together with the adjacent 
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bungalow, Ma and Mia. Comell wore slain, ready 
Tikied, Dr. Fulton, worded and in high fever 
prob bly dymg, had beer enuitably (ken in by 
the ebief puest whont he hid a fronted wil | appened 
to be the onty aedical ori withm sixty niles 
There was a letter fou Mati Pant to the Diwan, 
exphuning how (e rot was over before he clearly 
kaw abou and caluging: upon the danger tn’ 
which Cult lay. GPE Ay 5 

‘The letter from (he Dawn was wiitten.n Cnglish, 
{n a tone of equity wh ied was perhaps justified by 
his cxceptional services yet the Acting Resident 
Dfted Jus nows al the “Dear Mr Cor akd’! After 
resiiung 6 much ase ull dy made ous, about the 
mgt and 18 comequences this, letter, proceeded 

There is no need to express the regret which I 
feel at such uplowandl happe ungs Tis Highness, 
with lis gentle heart, will ‘be overwhelmed with 
nief when he ss informed” Yos, when he recovers 
rom his opium sleep, Corsand interpolated — Yet 
the conduct of young Dr Fulton would seem to have 
been imprudcat to recklessness. The axistence just 
there of @ hotel which openly served bec£ was also a 
coittinual msult to Hindu fechugs Now that 
Lurepoan blood has becn so Lunentably shed, T am 
in your ae ah tw Lhe action to be taken, Twill 
procegd to Canguu on hohul of the State should 
ousd desire Twill accompany you there to help 
in any way Lean, But it is likely qha din such a 
matter, concerniyg LiGpeuns, you would rather 
that Tostaed aside ond fft you lo ae wha hill 
authouty as you think best.’ * 

The latt wis the obvien dud the correct course 
Ta all thes onespondence 4jre name of Bolly Stuart 
was not fhentionedas ¢ ot 

Shen chd Corsand ragerat Linge pp and dawn the 
room, In particelar ha cused Iullen I bevally and 
lavishly, 9 
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“The young bounder, the swine, the outegst | 
Only? "Wwo ovenings ago I had him in here, as J 
shouldn’t,have, pede all sorts of things as if he 
werg a Palka Sa-a-ab, 1 must have beon Mard up 
for company Dr, Fallon told me of his schemes 
upon Beity Stuart, and I nearly Bn ve my 
knecs to him to desist. It was no use; and bejold 

,what ho has dene for himself within ‘avepty-four 
hours!" ® 

Tie pointed with a tragical gestme, thougl? these, 
was none to behold, at the yellovdsh documents 
scattered Hver table and floor, a rain of rpin whith 
had come upon him. It was cettainly hard lines. 

»' This was my wedding wéek,” Coisand continued , 
bitterly, 4 Itewil? not beso now Surely, as I have 
just been 1e&ding, the gods in heaven have given mg 
many sorrows, JT shell read Homer no more, fave 
nothing pleasant in life again,” ° 

He smiled wryly: yet with some consciousness of 
humour. 

“ Tt is not as bad as that. Yet the lowest drudge 
{a allowed the right to get married in peace, with 
some good will, The Fowish conscript could go 
home, and stay there, for that purpose I would 

ive my third sweeper leave of pbsence 10 get maxricd 
in, though I knew hie lied abou? it, ifonly ho would 
come to me direct instead of going 1o Mts Maagregor, 
It 19 only in our slavish service that a poor man is 
ua away-fzom the altar, swept off Ins fect like 
hig |’ LJ . 

He toak up the on] portrant which un} table held. 

“Sweet Agnes! Must [ leave you? , We have 
waited longer than meal. Yet this wil not bé youy 
wedding week, Let-P see, could I Apt manage 
it by ‘smart work ?!“No ‘ufc, I cannot reach 
Lingafn beforg Monday fight. And I was to lqve 
here for BomBay on Thursday morning to meet,her 
on Prday, It cafét"be donc My st@y in Lingam 

id 
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muyt nol he cut too short, fo there be hoaps of 

work, Bully Str wl, whem Ldowt trust onéhitele 
bit, wat the bolton of Cis, with Tir Pant who 
scoms to have si understand ng wyt her, T mgt 
look into things for riysclf sma ent the iniquity 
and expose ut, Oh, damm that {low Ttulton, with 
Ms eolomed loves | Hew anreal and unwholcsome, 
comparyd ta mny stnughl, smootls, while Lnghsh, 
love, ate hig Chocolate or Guanamon Gils, luke some 

efenladtie opera ne 

© Vo looked long af the face in the frame, which 
scomed tasnnle at him and console him “Wedeussed 
the gkiss before putting: it back, 

«, “We must do our duty, old gin, You'll have to 
and in Bombay among strangers; pechags come w 
couptry for a defered wedding — T mitst* send off 
relays, get the best night's qleop £ can, and be 
off with the morning” 

As to laking the obvious Laé of duty, he never 
hesitated — Te did not stop to consider such a Uhimg 
as not gomye to Lingsum, or even postponing it lo hig 
wedding, Had be done so, the Cycs of Agnes would 
have reproved him Yet he did not plan to rush 
off Lhat midjught, as a man of moro feveush energy 
might have done. 

There were Tellers, telegiams to gel off, A good 
part of the Resideney was avorsed, helping” the 
master An Acting Resident cun mike different 
travelling mrangements, fom a missionary doctor 
or even “a Gosain bitnker, : 

The Residency contained a corfortabls family 
carnage, brow and strong This was ‘wrthout 
sdulay pulled out of its housg,, nd sent ouwird in the 
rain, withssoveral paitg of "40 herses, to the half 
way place, beyond which (he cw was of little use m 
such weather. Thee woud really Tena purBose in 
Cogsand getting off much befqie nood, 

All who wero up in the Residinty knew of the news 
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which had come, knew of the chsappointment 19 the 
master's wedding plans, Aniong these was the 
severe Mis, Macgregor, who liked to rsmempber the 
bowl of schickgn broth which she brough{ m to 
Corsand before he finally went to bed. Le was 
gemal to her, Yet she had distinctly heard him 
muttering : 
“Damn thatefgllow Fulton |” 


CHAPTER XIV 


, 
A 1 dn one homer walk Ch ome we be gal 
What trageen may bo cmtalicl 

Cu piddd shed 


a 
Wirtnn an hour of abyense from hers mather's 
house, Betty Stuare chad the worst action of her life, 
eand went far towards spoiling herself for ever 
Those who afterwards cared for hor had do do son 
Spite of themselves, because of somes cenquering 
chafm of personelity about hey, But, although they 
uuglt forgive her, she nover torgave horself, Nor 
did she over attempt the cheap excuse, for which 
sho had more reason than inany, of “1 couldn't 
help it" 
tt was at the hour of nocn, «vhen most Indians 
have had a square meal and are settling down to 
take things even easier than usual for a while, that 
Botty turned up at Tui Rand's, She knew tho way 
there famiharly, sifce it had been her chief resort, 
sometimes diily, during four yeas past — No place 
in the little rural town was many hundred yards 
from any other A m 
“Q magter,” sha cxcjiumed, of ontering his 
sludy baretooted, “ I've had such a frighh ” 
"You go uot look the worse for it, ny child. 
Whatever can you have seq," 
«© The Sdeapwala, the snd” charmer in your outer 
sourtyard. It alwags ‘piv “ne a ereopy feeling to 
pies him. Why slo you slow himvhere 2! « 
ee need ym. What is the harm 
in old Wanrbu 2?” 
20% 
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TT don't luke ting I can’t bear lim, he has a 
horrid ruff of white beard around lus black faco,and 
such wicked eyes! Then the basket cf snakes with 
lym Ugiel [hate them I am always thmlang, 
supposing one of them escapes and makes for me 
J should che of terror, I know I would: I should, 
jump right Se into tho air as high as I could ” 

‘Silly gul 7) said Hari Pant, his dark grey vyes 
resting upon ho? with amused admiratioa. ‘No 
snake,eseaped, did he?” 

“No, Guiujl, But they tried to, lots of them? 7? 
behexe, end litle ones, They were Wriggling insi¢le, 
and iryitlg to lift the ld of the basket, *I saw one 
myrdeioys little head, that pf a kerait, come dut for 
an instant, byt Wambu snapped it in again with the” 
nail of bY%eforefinger, quite unafraid, and fasténod 
the lid down more carefully Then he gave meguch 
ahouid grm, I dot know what it meant... Why 
do you have such,ilungs on your premises, master 
—~and Wambu such a low-caste man?” 

“Because my thoughts are wider than yours, my 
Nilya I do not,o it to frighten fools, nor yet 
because I love snakes. Yet you scem rather to have 


lingered near them ” 4 
I did, it was some minutes before I could pull 
myself away.” » 


a 
** There 18 no harm nm Wambu except as directed, 
Have you not known him ever smce cofhing to 
Lingant??’, 
Yosahe gees about with hisydiscipls {rpm house 
to houge, charming away strange supents and 
recoiving tribute, Others do not hate lum as I 


1 * 

"You aro peculiar zy. many respec{s, nif Ont 
mean a peculiarly cheiming girl” Eig hand yist 
sought a tress, which Iyad escaped fiom the sari 
drawn about her head, and’she imperceptibly eliged 
awav. ‘Where world our village lifo be without 
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‘ 
the snake charmer? ‘Phe peoole like lim, and pe 
dees not bully then yinduly " ; 

"Why aie thre makes an the word, master?” 

“Thee walls bways be snakes in Inde Better 
make the bo tol them as om Shasetas tegen ug to 
do, 

“My mother” said Betty, simting, actually 
thinks fer pan cf ons hold catkes” bring good 
luckee She tays on nal far hene:” ske would not 
he without them a0. only on side ones, that she 
Tefas. Yet would one of coi dropping upon us 
fom the roof i? the niglu, slay us loss than a sliange 
sarap?” © f 

TA succesful piece of hee thimpht You think 
‘to much of Inte Plas not your mother whipped 
you ior ib anew, lute ou?” AL 

“She has, alas," sad Belty, growing rmeful 
 Thege last two fights she has@for all {Lat you told 
her; “and my shoulduis ache qow, 50 that you 
would be souy for me” 

Tier shonkders were not hible to fall hare at 
pent sings She had on the ygcond girmient of 

adiun wonwnhoad, 

“Voor pelty! Yet TL cannot tinly be sory for 
yo} Nilya, Ut is true that L told your mother to 
desist the other day, « Wet at is by my direction that 
she now beaty, you nightly,” 

“Q (hah 

The glorions brown cyes, im each of whichea dear 
was brining, sought hiseoproechtully, * 

“Yes, ‘Nilya, Tmean it.e We shall have to use 
sharper menus Uhin the repe’s cud if you ditGe ug ta 
it, Uwoult not have beltovedsit of you three days 
ago, Yot soit You haya" aven thinking ta too 
mitch prrpese, you hyve bed a hold bad girl and 
have deceived us afl” * ¢ 

“"@Vhatever can ayou wean? Master, TIL ory uf 
you go on talleing Lo me so unkendly.” 


> 
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“You'd better! dVe'll give you reason to cry 
if weeind you decoful and disobedient again.” 

She looked up at him, then immediately dropping 
her long lashes, several tumes over, with a certain 
delightftad effeet. She did not look in {fe least 
sorry for herself, or yet repentant. She was too 
happy, exultant, afler the death in lile af the first” 
night, because she knew that Edgar hved. > 

“T have nol’wanted to deceive you,my Gpru,” 
she finally articulated, 

“Then you did it to some effect wit 1out wantimg> 
to, bad {tle thing Sec how I trus2ed you, becausd 
I loved*you When your mothe {od me on 
Saturday that there must, be a while lovor with 
whom you had qn undcistandmg I made a fool of 
it kas 3, Mughing hor to scom Aron’l 2ydu 
ashamed of yourself ?”’ 

“Tam, dear Gura, forgive me” 7 

But however she might say 90, she wasn’t ashamed 
of herself any more than she was sory, Ter eyes 
wore dancing with some sense of fun, as well as from 
quiet happiness to think that Cdgar Fulton still 
lived although ill ‘tnto death. IIe was hore, in the 
same compound ; and his life lagely hung upan the 
favour of the cluicf priest who was lis doctor.» It 
would be well not to antagonise Tau Tant Dut to 
this she was never lempted, “She Nad known him 
at jus gentlest and best, as he could be to a favourite 
pat aven before taking a fancy to hor, 

Bolly, “UWogh she restyed his influence, found it? 
impossible to dishko the dolickticly ice Gurn to? 
whom,*tho was inclined to givo all the reverence 
demanded by that 9‘ered nime of teacher, Te had 
formed the clement of enlightenment in her ‘ife {gr 
the last four yeas, ‘Y hough, she know hat he was 
nuslgading her on the gssential pot of dedication 
to the god, sh8 had leatn|so nfch from Tart Pant, 
spent such happy hours with him | $e sho trigd lor 
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thnk that whule she guarded leis one point she could 

atl lot hoself he lod by ban We se excelled ep the 

suaviler te modo, that she could nat realise hig 

Sfortiler in ye, ne 

A GMhigerous siltation cltegethor To her*old 
affection for the teacher and priest mone, to the 
genorel desire to please the only one who was king 
to her now that her mother had turned agamal her, 
wag edded & specie reason to placate Aim Fulton 
would not have liked i al all had he, beon in 
Mpfissuasion of his senses ; 

All her love, Since the Saturday night, was for her 
lover “Flay he did for ine what ean % ever do 
for dirt?’ had heen inher mund comtunuglly, both 
‘while she beheved him dead and now {hat she know 
hg Had some small chance of life aha 

‘Tins T can do for Edgar,” was firmly revolving 
in her, good enouph littl: braifias she slood before 
her teacher, ‘f can do eye short of the 
great sacrifice, Lo please Jum, so that he may be good 
to Ndgar and bring him to life if that be possible, 
I can be gentle, obechent, landly,fo Guru), so that 
ho may do his best to save Edgar's life even if he 
favours mo m nothing else,” 

¢was a thought laely instinctive to humankind, 
yet peculiarly guited ato the Nast, that of securm 
sadditional chayices for the patiunt by squaring an 
by Hee pleasing the physician, 

“So T will be nicey’ the good Iittlp soul was 
“thinking. |“ Cven aff hawé decoived then, as I did 
“nol mean’ (a do, I need rut be disabediqnt any 
more, » 

And, she tried ta look ag seri’ us as sho could, not 
te seanl disrespectful. AL he mamer this mornin 
was much more that ofa ehild, of the indulged pol E 
than it had Intely heen,  Aehird begun ee ip hor 
heart; she could not take anything edly so long 
“is Edgar was in the land of the tiving, By discreet 

i‘ 
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behaviour, by the tadtful wisdom of her sex, she 
mighh even be able to help him 

“Tam afiaud you are incoiigible, Nilya,”’ said 
Hari Pantatter a pause during which ho had pretty 
well *followed ler transparent uhoweli, “Can 
you not sce that you have been making history 
during the weck-cnd? You, you, YOU, no one 
else than you, have brought those calanyties upon 
‘Lingam and upon dhyself.’ a 

“Arg, you in tiouble, Dada” (daddy) ? e's 

There was instant trouble in her yorce and her 
eyes, A gvod-hearted child this, conceined for ong 
who had hélped bring her up. . 

“You would think so, Nilya, 1f you had heardl the 
Restdent Sghih caarying on to me an hour ago,t 
He is inclal 1s hold me responsible for the mots? 
of three nights ago, while neknowledeing my atien- 
tions to Fulton Sahil? your Feringhi lover. dt is 
the most if he do not accuse me personally of 
murdering Connell Sahib and Madam Sahib. Ie 
does charge me with holding you in illegal custody 
and with juggling agvay your funds,’’”” 

"Tt’s false, 1t’s unkind it’s nothing of the sort, 
Dada!” cried Betty, using the more affectionto 
word in hor emotion ‘Why, I’d give you,or 
Mahadeo ihe last danad: I lave, apd love you 
dear besides, 1f you only help my loven in hig great 
need.” 

“ Perhaps,” sud Hari Pant, his face crinkling 
amusinglyawithtinconsistent+feelings, You might 
be a lovely girl, Nilya,*irue companion to me, 
if you oily Icaned hey to think, fold your head 
haid now between both hands, and make the effort, 
fly-away, scatterbrains — slhink, now, if you ee 
boon carrying on with Fullow Galub, world any o 
these things haye happpened? Would the hotal 
be burnt, its owners ded. your Jover nearly as good 
as that, and (he Raydent Sahib hrongilt like a ttn 
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of bucks upon my head degling our tomple ples 
cingty and demanding account of thing and 
that?” 5 

Retly tied so lend to follow dircctimts that she 
really put her lanes to her nowa,+ es 

‘ sirens net, Dada” she answered contritely 

"TL was my dongs, my Jail’ 
“ Tave you no respect for your Gun? You have 
Inoegltt fi about that J have hisemorning beart 
talkeyl to by a younger min as never before, rated 
Asal Dwar ashcep-stealer 7 c 
, “ Tanso Seay sony, Dada dear, Tell me what 
Tean dotto make atonement © 

“Yon are at the equtre of this nurdgious snag, 
eNilya J will not speak of yon grapdmother, at of 
sother things bygone although recent. . Bt you can 
atdeast be obegit net” 

"Qo well be, I will be, Gy and see if T won't 
Didn't T come just now iw ,obedience to your 
summons ?” 

“So mmeh you did, Nilya, nor can I think it was 
lrud for yourte do 40." A 

“ Dear master, how Lloved coming here Lor lessons 
when Iwas younger | T would know cach step of the 
Way in the dark" 

Now yet niayettat slay here, but must go on to 
apes wilh ell is Resident Sahib fice to face, THe 
domafids if, un the engaging way that we have 
alowed the Fainghis to use towards, us, 03 a sort 
of proof that [have med awallow ed gout glive." 

“Wi sun absird ideat But you Canot really 
Meant that poor litt Dam to go to meet stranger 
Sabyh 274 : 

“Af once, or Ins sop@ys will be here to fetch 

Ou. i ar 
: ‘What manyas! Tpknow 1, shall hate this 
oppressive Residint Salib, Don’tesend mo away 
from .you, Bada oa on 


e 
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“JT would not if it Ay with me, Nilya, But in 
this laut of slaves we have no option ” 

“Can an Indian maiden be foxced to go, im- 
modestly a¥ 4 may seem to some, to mee! a Igringhi 
officer’ whi’ 1s nether marricd nor elderly ? ~ Such 
things offend our sense of abru” 

“ Corsand Salub is, to ba sure, youngis1, Jo was 
to be married in, Bombay this week had you sot 
ints fered with thi8 and with various thiigst Istile 

alya. > ® 

“Tlave I indecd done all this?” sho asked*, 
amazedly. ¢ , e 

In a floéd a sense of the enchaining of events 
peered to cpmg,over her She covered her face With 
her fands far a,moment ‘ 
It was ty! ee tloted how much more native in all 
her ways of lookmg at things sho was when in ghe 
presence of her Gurn ? ° 

They stood, nor, did they assume any other 
attitude duing her visit, in Ian Pant's brary or 
study, the most Curopean room in lis lage bunga- 
low, which stood in grounds containing several sub- 
ordinate detached bungalows. This 1c0om_ would 
have served a European bookworm well On 
shelves along the valle were some thousands , df 
books in several languages, votaished, to prescive 
them against the ravages of Tndian inseals ~ Amon; 
them were many which it would havo astofishe 

ou to find gm Ut wilderness, Most of what 
farope has’ wxillen abonf eIndig. was herg The 
really i a portions of Ifa Pant’s rollection, 
wonderfully copied manuscripts upon bamboo 
leaves and other fragile materials, mostly trash, for 
the conlents, were clsewligre. A 

Ee was beyond the cradity af some erfightened 
priacespwho will range gilded chai of plush by the 
even dozen or shall-dosun if honbur of [Europdin 
visitors IIo did not attempt a drawihg-room, an 
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apu ment contiuy lo the gens of Indian life, 
But his study hidia desk, nt which he was Capable 
of siting ina clair to iad or wute. Tor the most 
part ky preferre,. dong lis upon the “oor, on lug 
knee Diolly enongh, he never “sat af the desk 
except. to write mm Unglish or to read in some 
Eiyopean lmguiyse. 

in sey Tha Pant ranged ¢ ver a good deal wider 
portioh of the earth than, one n ay say*most members 
f Ure Indian Eduentional Se-vice, seukeng, to give 
Ns mind as many different forms as possible, Tf he 
was a loss good classic than Mr Corsand? for whom 
he had Qhat day conceived a relentless hatied, he 
wis the more various, while his mind evorked, far 
“more quickly And, as Corsandewag aware, hetwas 
‘not the only priest with vested interests ‘Im Lingam, 
of Nqual accomplishments 

Mast of his generous establishment was inevitabl 
native and orthadox. Ile waseso much so himself 
that he stood before Betty in his own house, naked 
to the waist, showing a bronze torso of delicate 
proportions * Over this hung the slight sacied thread, 
symbolic of the ineffable pride of the Brahmin, the 
twite-boin. On his forchead was the aggressive 
caste mark, — , 

As he stood thera ‘barefooted, Hari Pant folt hime 
self a good deal more than ihe equal of any Civilian, 
albert Governor-General. Te hardly stopped to 
remember how gasily he might have gntered the 
service elwenty-odeé years before, hid net a more 
interesting carcer offered ftsclf to him, ‘Yet he had 
that moning been insulted, pulled aboud, rudely 
accwsed $f things both false and true concerned 
with Betty's fortune, ‘Lat hs had done wrong in 
this conntction wasenét for his private gain, and he 
i willing to bear the ofium. What he could not 


e 


forgive was the bringing of certain* charges which 
colild-not b sustamed, 
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Corsand was not aif official given to overbearing 
wayse®ith the natives Rather, he was usually 
the othor_ way, even too acquicscent and sym- 
pathetic, Bétause ho understood so much of their 
point of View. But he so despised having had to 
come out to Lingam just thon, he had learned such 
bad things regardmg tho mususe of various funds, 
that in his intogview with tho suave apd suyple 
priest he had* let ‘himself be carried away by®the 
arrogange of his own service, those other Brahmins, 

Hari Pant was never truculent, never disposed , 
to violent, methods, which he counted as stupid 
whenever avoidable. But he had returned’{rom the 
mopning’s énteyview quietly, drrevocably determined 
thatFohn cepreandls a knew too much about song 
of the temple affaits, must not live. 6 

This was on the Tyesday thirtygsix hours after 
Corsand had been rotised from lus Homer byp the 
messonger from tho Diwan. 

Betty was pretly enough to eat this morning. 
Hari Pant looked upon her, taking in all her charm, 
which would be fox him mm due timt, as ho was 
planning things. But more urgent matters wore to 
the front. a 

“ And havo I indeed done all this ?,” she was askihg 
in amazement. “6 . 

“You have, you have; but in kindness I will not 
enlarge upon it, Ilave Pe no desire to compdnsate, 
to atono, {ooundo so faras possible the mischicf 
which yowhave dono?” “* ~ o ¢ 

“T haye mado a lot of \roublo for youf haven’t I, 
Dada?'s , : 

The grieved brown eyos, swimming in Splendour 
as they sought his, wor the approval of the con- 
noisseur. wg 7 e 

“Too large, if, that canbe,” hanoted to himself, 
“Let the Raja have her fivst. After that she Will 
suit my purposes agiiirably, living hefe under fay 
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wing Cater on LT may ever sond her to Jingland 
AL messenger fo steeephlle Prenacis — Mcinwhile 
I vo wh “Com ind wll nike of he Peele ig 
Dut eald |" Y 

That you hive ld,” he saiff alond, “What 
are you willing fade to lly me out of it 2? 

¢ Anything, anything cor Dada, except, of 
compat, te become the hide of Shara, Tl is good of 
you not & Lepraeh me” . 
¢ “Are you willy simply to obey, withéutechatlern 
ing, asking @uestions, or thinking that you know 
fetter 2? eer, 

“FT promised you Ue othor day, Dada,” she sald, 
modestly dropping (hé cut uns over her eyes « 
* # Well remembaed, Nilya. Zheetipp has*®ome 
"to on that promise, which your ifother would 
ceRamly wish you to carry ogt blindly, Now don’t 

One squeal or seream or epi to protest You 
know where Command Salub 15 stopping 2” 

“An the Mamlatdar's Aadhoe not far outside, 
your gate | 

‘That is it, in the heart of our most sacred 
quarter, This Resident Saluhb is faharari, Dad- 
tempered, His ruflianly sepoys even now wait 
outside 10 seize you af you muke delay. Tf they do 
there is no Wling*what may happen There may 
be a Flot 2." 

“Oh save me, Gui! Must I go alona > ‘Won't 
you come wilh mo?!" , tr 

She chung to hint for dn jnstant in # pretty childish 
fashion which pleased him, thong) he nade a show 
of shruking off the plump fingers ~f 

“vhere is to necd to exclaum, nor yel G interrupt, 
Business fist You will aot be in danger if you 
follow directions, "¥cS, you mist go alone to this 
oppressive Residgnt Salfia, who «demands “1a see 
you without delay T Gammot go with you because 
I have not, been asked, and -Would not now be 
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admitted In fact, Corsand Sahib wishes io ask 
you qiestions about me behind my back.” 

What ghall Tsay, Dada? Tl rtever talk against 
you, beeayst T love you ” 0 

‘On the whol§, Tihmk you can safely speak the 
truth, Tho Peringhis have a saying which they have 
not always followed in India: Tell the truth gnd 
shame the devil ¢ You do not know anything which 
you would notdo better speaking out than tryiiff to 
conceals You would only make a muddle of 10” 9 4 

“TY am so glad But I will never tell this sudune « 
Sahib how4my mother has beaten me. I ghould be 
ashamed ” 6 

“50 be kt, Where is only one direction that I will. , 
burdén youswrih '* 7 é 

“ And Iwill do my best to cary it out, Guu’? 

“So far so good. Now, Betty Sinat,” he mid 
unpiessively, using the name which he raacly wsed, 
“you will be surprised But whatever you do, 
don’t exclum ” 

"T’ll try not to. I mean to be a good girl.” 

“I know you dog’ patting her on the shoulder. 
“Look up in my cyes. This is it. I want you 
while with Cotsand Sahih to steal some small 
article of clothing belonging {9 him” t 

“To steal, Guruji? You hate not brought me 
up for a thief” : ° 

‘No, it was for the other thing,” ar: Pant 
maliciondly gaflected Butgto hor: “ Yes, my dear. 
To steal, tw coifvey away, t6 sneak. And of course 
it must be done without Being seen, YoR ought to 
know thet i is not for thievery that 1 tell you to do 
this, but for some belle: purpose.” Ann 

Belty had been utteilyeabashed at the first stator 
ment of the demand ~ Bul* ltr: face lighted up 
bewitclfingly at she enjratice, of any idea. A 

“ Oh, for fad master | Plnow ‘you ze a might 


gadugir, 2 thagicaagamst whom ‘nong can stad, 
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And you wish for some ur ticle’of this Salub’s personal 
stothing wn erdar le help you im your confltts with 
him 2?” 

“Tyat as it, ieee child,” he sul * iefepting her 
convement cxplamneflon, In niagie some “cloth 
aruicle, imptepmated wilh Che bodily adours of the 
appenent, Ho Mallet how often he bathes, 13° of 
critical yiluc. Such would be .Corsand Sahih’s 
haflkorehef, or one of yo ler day's sdeks, or perhaps 
the duek Ge wh eh he has temoved from tus, neck for 
the neond Ly, Sestit Ife is camped out in those 
oflice tooms, without whit Le esteoms fomfot I 
havg yust come from there where F saw things, and 
the folding camp bed which he braugbt out with 
him. The flow actually hae the jyudacrty to 
recetve me in hs shirt sleeves” t 6 

@his he said, who at the noment had not a shirt 
to lis back, ' 

"Yog master, a neckue cra handkorchiel or a 
sock, ‘To be pleked up as they may lie about the 
room, without his scam meodo it, You never 
taught me to do such things skilfully, like the 
ctiminaleastes, Whatifthe Salub should catch me?” 
ashe did not show the dislike to the job which 
might have been expected. Hari Pant was looking 
all the limesinto Aer eyes, miluencing her. These 
had now lot their dancing ight, and had become 
vague and strained . 

"You will do well enough, Nilya , Tt will not 
be for,long that anyching will Be missed. The 
Resident Balub will not swallow you in any case, for 
he does not care for women. tan yon bolieve it, 
litUp ong, at is os yeut guar lian in a way, and on 
your behalf, that he professes to send for you? 

mt he dislikes yow it: advanee, saying that I have 
spoiled you by _ influence,” 4 a 
fone lt you haven't, Dada, itis wrong to say 
AE! 
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Theo words were afitctionntely loyal still; but all 
spiri4scemed to have gone oul vf the girl, 

“That is right, Nilya,”’ with his old bright smile 
which sechied to pull her together somewhat, and to 
inspire hér, “ But now you had better get along 
for what must be done '” 

The point had been conceded without the ,dis- 

, cussion which hy‘dreaded. But still Nilya lingored. 
She wanted Ir litle treat, her reward for agrécing 
to the dhest, ‘This was, to be allowed at least to talc 


about her lover = ' 
“ And You will ba good to hin, will, you net, 
Guruji?? s 


This she said in quite aodifferent manner, with 
wouanly gonsciousness, using the plual form i? 
which Trdean women refer to their husbands, and 
pulling her sari around to shield ay glowing face. 

Betty had been long in bringing herself tostlus, 
wondering if 1t would be safe, or best. But she felt 
that she could not go away without scme news of 
Fulton or at least the effort to obiam it In return 
for what she had gsanted she had thé right to put 
in a word for him : 

Hart Pant rose to the occasion IIe was ‘not 
small-minded ; and many things relating to love are 
differently regarded al the temples, and in Europe. 
For that matter, Tulton was so complettly ous of the 
running that no one need be jealous of him 

o whh,a smile of ggod will which gavo hor 
courage, ke rekponded a . 

“Tang not Or. Pultons enemy, ceat fairl. He fs 
that himsalf; but we will Jet 1 pass. J will do my 
best for him, you may rest assured. IIe ino baster, 
this morning It 16 notwat all certain {at Tarabai 
and I together can bring hin? i@ Ife agam" without 
either af us heais lost Wig willsnot recover gon- 
sciousness for Meme weeks an any casda When he 
does, if he does, ht, Will nol again haye the health 

UA = 
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to live in India, “Theut wall also be the best solut{on 
for some otha rewom, supposing Di Tulton 
recovers, All the vo ules al Shiva are not. so 
forgiving as myo, thew Cecl in tac x pats 
lt was aetady, which Wari Pant qiite appreciated 
to watch Betty's quivering: face : 
“So, since thae Gur he io fuliure for you two 
here,” he contaicd, “Pein respec your sentiment 
for the young gman, 1 hive avoided speaking of’ 
ne him hitherto. You will {md thet he tacks fiends, 
+My, Corsand jo vory angry with him, Tt may tun 
ont that Tam the best find he has Thera, now, 
for your sike, Betty, Twill ry Co be Besides, we 
» belong to the sune profession who do nol qnagrel 
‘ke some others, As the Poninghis say, Dogedoos 
hot eat dog. Would yo hke to see Dey Wulton 2” 
Betty who was tottcune from the heavy news, 
bnghtened anew at the kind y offer, 
"Oh, if you would {" was allashe could say from 
quivering lips which hid suddenly grown parched 
Taking her by the hand he led het out of the lage 
bungalow lo quite a small isolafed one at an angle 
from it, Tins bunglow wis low, had but two 
apattmants in ul, the cookitg bang done outside, 
and was ovashadowed by a noble banyan. Tt was 
Tarabar's houce ; and one side of it was devoted to 
her pahtont. * 
On a ncit cot lary Hulton in the resting placa, the 
pausing of his fortunes, oie 
Tandome he was still, Bett Uronght, but so 
wetk and Ouuged within Unice days Tu Jl back. 
ground she was aware of a beatifal woman, much 
Oldes that haself, perhaps even twenty-live, with a 
‘complexion of Ute Hghtost brown suggesting bamboo 
matting, dnd wath fu tins eyes, Ly clinging draperies, 
se from the usual seu, who smply stoad and 
smiled, without speaking. “” 
from the) cloudland whae Jes spirit wandered 


TINE BRIDE OF STIIVA 2 307 


Tulton retrined for arinstant. Te opened his brown 
cyes'Tull upon Botty at the fool of the cot, then 
closed them in wearmess, y 

“Comy ‘atong,” said Hart Pant, softly. “ IIe 
docs not know you.” 

But Betty tried to cling to the idea that perhaps” 
he did know her, 

When they wage oulside Tart Pant saad, Now 
you must be @etling along. Do nol forgel what you 
have promised to steal for the Jadu of whiwh yous 
know. You need not be frightened yf you find the 
snake» chArmer still squatting outside. Phere’s no 
harm in old Wambu,” » 

fLoisand, avcouple of hundred yards away, in the, 
official bryldurgs cf the place, was fretting he hasday 
know why. 

As JIati Pant had,said, he was mot comfortable 
there, With the hotel gone, and with no chance 
of pitching lonts in the rain, a Sahib had not where 
to ty his head As officials can do, Corsand had 
taken possession of the katcheri of the Mamlatdar, 
who was in disgrace for his inept proceedings The 
apartment in which Corsund had slert the night 
before, and had Ins two bicakfasts that moumg was 
the courl-room of Lingam, quite wnsuited to such 
purposes ‘Things were not lay hat They very 
often are not, even in the rightful becdiooms, of the 
ruler? of India, if unmarried. 

Corsafid yeas prowling ahout the awkwaid premises - 
hke an weeasy spirit ~ , * .? 

“ Whypdoesn’t the worthless girl come, the Helen 
who has'fixed this Troy? Then I can he down, as I 
feol the need of doing The long ciive out Watygl.0.0, 
much for me yesterday »Othar wise, thistplace is nat 
supposed tv bo fevaish Thaigh 1 dont believe 
Miss Belty Stueal to be any better than she oyght 
to be, I'l be £8Lo her, antl nol hightea her." - 

At the outer duar’he tmned upon, lwo sepoys, 
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roally State policed, who were lounging there in 
attendanee upon hin Ya 
‘Doe be ott, Ro ud sce why the Murali Nulabar 
whom f hive summoned dots net come ' 
He remdned Doki goup at the Prey skies, quite 
like those of ucope it Chey could but last But 
like, nothing in Buape was the cl&et of the pro- 
digious tomphs, in the midst al.which he was, 
quitelose to thom aide nd¢ioe ds thin though all" 
we power which he represented) could snat have 
‘forced an entaamce for dim ff did not shike him 
{tat he had come tao chose to the wbode of Shiva 
Instead, he reluetautly felt the om ymnifieence of 
{he oppressive pylons, of the py:amidal towers which 
weee aily while so heavy a et 
” " Regalgue site pyramidum altius,’ he wurmured, 
“Ton na ides they were se yarand doen't want to + 
intorfure with their religion whiel must have had 
good architects mn the pasty] iat they don’t thnk 
Twant to | But force and fraud and murder are a 
difterent thing To mist antiafere when these are 
applica to Mmopeans, To aumeless sorry for Dr, 
Faljon, who asked for all that he got, and whose 
hifs now hangs upon the favour of a Uindu priest 
whe 1s also an Mdinbuigh yo aduute. T would have 
asked Turi Pint fofa febrifiyze myself, hut it would 
have heen nifra dig. with the work I have to do 
My heart bleeds for tha pom Connell fumly, hank 
heaven the little pols with the diel aaamis, Susie 
and Tuey, are safe in Mysore TH tke enre to got 
food compensittion for theny fom (hie heathen |” 
Ths cy fell upon Betty bemg brought*towards 
hies between the two skimpy policonion, who had 
met het ot the way. They did nol touch her, but 
she suffice ndly felt UR disgrace of lier position, 
,zNow tastes tmay. d€icr,  Certsand reflected 
"This may be a perfeet "bear ty wl.“ bearing dowy 
upon inc. ut, a for me, give sfie English pine and 
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whitg, as best shown'n my sweet gitl who is nearing 
Hine knowing nothing of all’ these things. Dear 

nes. 4° . 

op {ugned ayound, looking for the phgtograph 
which he had omitted to buing. 

“Let me see, this is Tuesday. Could I not push 
through my work he1e, without scamping it, m the 
next day and myhalf? If I coud fimeh here on 
Wednesday, get back to Kanhala during tHe ‘hight, 
and onward, T might stil keep to the progrumme, 
But that, would be cutting uf too glose; it isn’> 
likely*{o tome off If [ could reach Bombay ortly 

one day late, that would be better than ue 
amd Til Pavea try for it lm getting ahead wh 
the Investigation” quicker than I expected. Hear 
Pant is tleduly guilty on several icchnical pots, 
however carcful hes,been It willshe iny dutyand 
my pleasure to run him in I believe he’s afraid 
of me—-an interesting man, could I have known him 
differently. So hore you are, Betty Stuart. Come 
inside, will you ?” ‘ 

He spoke to her ® Marathi he did not realise how 
ruffly In truth he did not know how to address 
her, she was such an anomaly. IIe did not krow 
whether to offer her a chan, so left her stasling 
before him whule he stretched hitnselfvut in the only 
long clrir. ‘J 4 

Betty, was not half so pretty as a litle before. 
She waS doprgssed by whal she had seen of Pulton’s 
condition? and the bird Hd lope flo longer, sang 1n hor 
heart, he was sullen, if she cowld be that, certainly 
frightened at the way in which she had begn brought 
there, The undesitable clement of slyness hadyulsg 
heen imported into thew relations. *Belty was 
dene oe open ie at fin mae 0 ut 
artiald’ af clothne. Shey had been left lying about 
exactly as deseted jo het .? : 

So it was not to Iso expected that tha conversation 
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between than should flowish’  Corand kept her 
to Marathi not knotvingg whit pretty Unghsis she 
spoke She was natuially  cnougiy ypon the 
defensive ' ies 

Tle made sever fumbling engifiies thout” her 

emonoy allaiis She stared with gemmne stupidity 

npop Uns subpeet. Cotsand bean to notice that she 
did a good de al of sting, that, hor cyes looked 7 
vagné unt stramed, like those of ean hypnotic 

espbyer 4, as 

- “Wall you Wil me quite plainly, Ndabat, do you 
(hink that any of your morey has beon danpored 
with ?- Lonly wish to fap you im this matta” 

~ What do DT know of money, QO sabtha T hove 
Hotehandled it, save sometinies frome my, mother's 
Nand, to buy fruit im the bizaa.” wm 

Cérversition, efor sufficient rcasons, wonld not 
flow Hetween Chom. She would not communicate 
fieoly with him because she did rot tawt him, He 
ag lille usted her, Tle would have thought him- 
solf justified, for he nolecd the vague eyes fasten 
upon a blue silk tic, recently removed from his 
(nowt, on a small table m the baeckgiound, 

Had everything been a week later, had Agnes then 
perhaps bean wath him, all things mught have 
turned out dilferentty. 

From natival distretion, and wlso from an infinite 
distaste to the ou ae Corsand did not mention 
Tulton or reproach hor abput him, n 

Reomanyber (hall anf here Lo protkel you if you 
need protection,” he sud with dus sense of yustice, 
Iut staflly Look upon me as a father, 4) Nilabai, 
gndpeak freely, If you Jive any complaints to 
meke, now, the lime to meke thom, ‘The Kanhala 
Readoncy looks xinaly* upon you as the daughter 
of te British officer’? 4. ° n & 

Hotty wag mentally? iepndiatixg” the offered 
protection fiom one she disliketL.“ lor attutude was 
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5 
essentially: “If I wete a-ht ngored I would not have 
olds thee ” , 
‘Do you get enough to cat?” he pertinently 
asked, *° » Fe 
She cérlainly looked as it she did, A *naughty 
snule was her only answer, 4 
“Do you have kindness in the house from your 
mother? Doeg "she force your will in anything?” 
“A moro tendby mother thoe never was) #What 
are these’ things to you, O Salub ? ’’ 4 x 
“She thinks me the most mtolaable meddlif 
fool,’s Cysand 1eflected, “I really chnnot wonder,’ 
Yet his yaw was glumly set, showmg flow he had 
omitted 0 shave afte the previous day’s joune: 
‘Once move, Belty Stuart, if I may try to hey 
you agaist your will, Ilave you any complaints 
to make agamst Tart Pani 2”? ; ? 
“My Guu?” sh& cried out indignantly. 4/ Ho’s 
the only friend Tahave |’ 
‘A dained sight better friend than youl” was 
lainly meant Ter atlitude was that of Asia to 
urope, of Indiagto us‘ Ilands off!” and “A 
stranger intermeddlcth not with the joy thereof,” 
But Betty lost her chance of parting with digmty. 
Insicad of cleaiing out with effect, sho bdgan 
wandering about the room with weak curiosity, like 
the little Connalls in Fulton’s bedroons, like a villager 
nsido a bungalow who cannot resist irspecting 
things? 4 ‘i 
Il was not ically thaf»but she sought, to give it 
that agpearance in thé hope of coverthg what she, 
was after, 
IH Corsand had the worst opinion of ler, she now 
usiificd it in lus eyes 4 ? ® 
Picking up and laying dowa.one and dnother Ifltle 
thing, she had.approachad the shgall table, Glancmg 
wound to sd she was een, She snalched & the 
silk tle and hid i%,within her ésolé. 


fra ‘ALE BRIDE, OF SITIVA, : 


al a 

Corsind suw what ohe hid done. In utter 
contampt he let the as tion piss only anxious fa be 
ud of her, tegarding lier ast Eaasiin freak whose 
bette. acqnaiat neg he cad net deste nevt acckiig 
to fathowh the motive fora sneak thelt im ofe richer 
#hin hin self 

© Permussion |" he bawled, and sho was ushered 
oul & ae 
“ New? cfoar ont, all of yor! ' hesad to the 
plgendypity  " 1 have a toneh cf fever, and want a 
gnoose? 

Retty, daged Rnd unhappy, rude her wayf bask to 
Mai Pant®snd passed lum the article “she had 
sneriked a6 she went an and out the old make 
Elégryner, now seated on the varavda eof the main 
bingulow, grinncadl at het disquetinglys “sho did 
not kyow what she had done 


© vor we live ead tha Oly at Tard 
Wher sin tag Dower of Dadlaites range, 


CHAPTER XV 


No wonder thal my zeal is grew 
Tor ub religion T command, 
Og Unt I seek to emulate 
The Rishis of our earlier land 
Kang nor Ueringht can withs qnd 
The toror of a Brahmin’s cto + 
¥ [hold men’s souls in my 1ght hang 
Tho contre of the universe 
nA 2 The Brahmin ya poem Unpublished 
{ 


= n a - 
Tue mosk'dstonishing feature of the aime was the 
* openness with which the details wgie carried gut 

No one would serutunise what so trusted a chief 
priest, credited with powers beyond ordinary com. 
prehension, might choose to do without appearance 
of concealment, Iai Pant knew that the way to 
arouse faclious curspsity was to seeny to hide any- 
thing, Even that might have been allowed lo him 
here, upon Biahmunic ground ; but it was safornot 
to risk it. 7 on 

Se ho stood ont unconccaled. cladychiefly in Ins 
sacred thread, in a quarto sheli@dd from the 
provading south-west wind of the Monson, close to 
a sido velagda, over an Iron pol with a tin lid which 
was set ovar a fire of Lwigs Ddtweon three large stones, 
the pranilive fire-place Which still dees Most of the 
cooking of.Jndie, Actors fiom him croyched upon 
the ground old Wambu the town nagwaka ot ser- 
pent-man* Nobody minded him, wheie,he went gre 
what he did. Jt was uswaky.for a beneficent 
purpose, to choym snakds oul of people’s houses, 
though he wastapablé of depositing {hem theid in 
advanen o a) 
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As soon as Bethy left Ta Pant for the second 
ume within the hour, after passme to him thesthick 
tio which had been ound Corsand’s novk duuing the 
forenoon, this went into the nen pot atéer it Wunt, 
cefully Lransfered by Wambu'stimmune ditgers, 
some twenty of the kermts, the small snakes so 
deadly fom Bengal fo Bombty,  Phoy are seldom 


mote thap seven inches long - urbpeak vbly gliasth iy 


thready of devth ‘They are entiously matked in 

auapions of winte and of chocolate colour, Thoy 
love Lo. lia upon the low branch of a treo which they 
resemble in ediom, until you lay your han{l upon rt, 
this ig a Ginger even at Mahablehwar 

Nohe would give thonght to what was koing dene 
egith Urese keraits ina land when, by publicesentt- 
ment, you may commit any cruelly wWrot anmals, 
but,amay not put them to death. Snakes of all 
kindg stand somewhat ape fron the animal 
Kingdom as being intangible, net exactly uncanny 
as in Luope, but the objects of a propitiating 
wotship. Any unusual treatment of {hem would be 
dismissed from the mind as porlpining to the magic 
of the master, in which Wambu shared in a humble 


wa 

‘nese keraitsz-and two of them, or one, would 
have sufficed fer thegfirpose ~ were being, not boHed, 
but broiled déy, finely roasted, along with the odours 
belonging to tac person whose garment was tm tho 
ol with them. ‘They are gencally, n& a fino 
my * byt how much nthe so now lt "a 

‘Tho tin‘hd to ‘he pot ‘died net sit quylo tight, 
Every now and then it was hfted by her fintous 
wriggling within, and tiny dibolic heads appeared 
Aoncath the odge. They were promptly spe in 
again, and the lid.wé 4m, by Wambu who lcaned 
forward from lis Aosition-on, the ground. With a 
trill more of leverage fcrait_ wou have been out 
of the.pot, ids cach body contéiye a spring, It was 
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+ fd 
an offective scene of dablerie although Spon so smal 
a scak’, outdoors and at noontide, The | ames of the 
slow fire mle a crackling and ghone blue in th 
dayhght. *henover the hd rose tnere was a minui 
virulent Missing, *fit lo be described by Lucien, 

Ilart Pant stood dignified, controlling things but 
not interfering, It would have been us dangerous 

yior Him as for any ordinay moital to touchsthe 
koraits, ae 4 

“Toy downright cleverness commend me {o the 
Brahmin fok,”” said Wambu after one of *thest 
occasions, ‘It is the twicc-born whd mow how Lo 
direct things’’—bringing his palms in reyeicnce to 
Ius.forchead. , 5 A 

u ‘Phat's alk right, Wambu You just attend ie 
your business.” “a 

Trom his immeasurable superiorify of position he 
could speak in a bfotherly way, as most eqn in 
India, to an ally who did not wish to presume. 

“Now these little fools inside the pot there,” 
continued Wambu, grinning within his frmge of 
white beard, “ beligve that the person whose smells 
they get is responsible for their being half-roasted. 
Was there ever such lack of sense? No matter, 
As soon as the lid 1s removed, watch, the straight, line 
whtsh they will make eee dul d his fore- 
finger through the ar—" for nny wit m they hold 
the ciuse of thar tomments There will *be one 
Feringlt the less polluting Bharata, Wo havo tried 
it before! But where dict yous icverence got this 
idea, of, which there i% nothing in ny inherited 
snakecralt,? ”” 

“We have to be alert, we, the guardmns of the 
shrines,""Said Iwi Pant, condescending “I Mund 
the idea in a big book abedindgas neo et, a lige 
islanchfar away, It is pixctised there. and, thought 
I, why not mRharatd jushas wlll? As you know, 
Wambu, we ‘tried vaperiments, All jridian snakes 
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will not answer for the pripose; but these will, 
Has not the roashng gene far enoigh ? ‘Tiere is 
no use in overdone anything.” ” 
After peeping into the pot, Wambutatiiocd.. 
"Stand aside, master)” he cuéd, romovtng the 


ald, i 
And the kets, scarcely perceptible, darted out 
Bke ‘bullets to their billet am, 7 F 
A ‘yy few mutes later Corsand, &ho had fallen 
4 ipto wc isy slumber, was awakened by bites snd by 
t 


eadly pun all over him 


Fo yelled for his servants, he clutched 3n sho aw 
hike Taocoon but could grasp no serpent — Ie felt 
himsef swelling porleujously, growings unsonsciogs 
When Lis servants tardily appeered? their master 
Was dead, fallen upon the floor in anatditude of 
struggling, and pay fighifully eee oul, as if 
his Rady were full of poisen which: was al work. 
One of them, with more mtellizente than his fellows, 
had secon a kerut vanishing ina glance Te made 
much of this, und of the con¢ition of the body, But 
the other servants could only remember how Comend 
had complauned of fever, 

Hati Pani, whose kindly care of Dr. Fulton had 
rontinded people: that he wis himself a physician, 
was the first i eg! fior. Th washe who took chatge 
of things, sivtgs the only other medical person- 
ago in Lingam was a thid-srado assistant ayfothe- 


cary. a won ho 

Tho shocking coriitioh of Corsand’s Dody de- 
mandod instant hiding away vwnder grounds There 
% offen tne urgency in (India, but seldbn to 
such w deseo, Chere could be no thought of, 
gnyvéying the poor body to Ahe capital, as Rad beer? 
done in a Hullo@ysesxt years before, when the 
Collector of the Buxtish day’rint of “Fulsipur, #o the 
northward, died suddenly) and at a eater distance 
“away, Ma 
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So Corsand was Btirled the same day, withou 
Chris#ian or any other ceremony, at the hands of the 
Mangs who shrank from,ther tasks In tradh he was 
iudely hftidled away, well ouside the sacrec 
precihots*in a spat the full infamy of which was neve: 
Enairn to Luropeans. A rather artistic monument 
but more desolate than words can express, like se 
, many destinies Rin Tndia, was afterwards grectosl te 
lum there at the Personal insistence of the Me aja 
who wasewont to carry his pomt about i a 
a 


ear, . 
: It was Mari Pant who stood forward'as authorising 
the “rapid burial of the Acting Restdent. IIc 
commendad jhe servant who had seen the cerait, 
and inched +o think that the explanation day has 
way. Byt'»pinions were divided, here and allover 
India, Much was made of the tgstimony of, the 
servants who ipsis{d that then master was iy the 
first stages of fever This seldom works at such 
speed; but one must be astonished at nothing in 
India, 

All the people pf Lingam rejoiced to be rid of 
Corsand, and held that Shiva had delivered them. 
The kerait was a Punchinello’s secrot Tf Wari 
Pant's agency was not expressly gown, 11 wag Zelt 
thet ho, under the god, or thetgod Working through 
him, ‘had somehow intervened on SQN of orthadox 
Hindas. ome Oo 

‘Th js, how Shiva nglays his enemies. Harr, 
harr, Meyad@ |” “Om 

Rotty, who had dem® wrong not keying that 
sho did’ so, heard of the death of the Resident 
Sahib without caro or curiosity, It waes not_until 
long aftéfwards that ghe could put, two Caings 
ae : %y inspg is 

bat next happengd By Lingdim was of the nature 
of the day af; eathe if ie : ny in * 
Hira tool carejef Daniel during ,6me days in 
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ber house, where he was 6 teraluly ont of place 
‘Then she haed a dullodk curt with a duter in. 
tdhyent enough 40 look alfer ant on “he way, and 
packed him off tg Halwach Were lovetind Daya g 
good narsingy worked wonders ws 

“‘Chough Corsind die Lin ¢ post to which he had 
been nommatadl by the supreme Government, 
rf Ys in Bomb vy, so nu ch nearer, where he rightly 
belo, ea and was best knawn, that iis death made 
jhe gyeatest sensation oy 

Th) dhe scholar wha could give up his book for his 
dvny, had bedn a favourite with the Gove)nos, Lord 
Chillmgham, of whom it was commonly said that 
though able both to reqd and to write, die goldom glid 
vaitber Ree “ 
© "Dead luke that, my very hast yolhgg man?” 
lis peeriaey Kept saying. 

Ly could not seem to get ovet il for the first days, 
TL was to Wi6 Civilian Chief of Postco (hat he usually 
talked on the subject, 

"Jy shall never get to the bottom of the strange 
things in this fasemating country, I don’t mind if I 
dice in the effort, Tndia is n> end more interesting 
than Austiaha.g I hope they’ll give mo Madras 
wiley I’m dongphere, though wt hasn't such fine 
laces OF, cone ynepe Ys such pretty quis  ‘Tallsing 
of-fhom, what ya © for Miss Grant to come oftt to, 
We mist fers “counsel how to Iicak the blew for 


‘ 


hen.” oe ee 
But what could Lot Clillinghiin, ho jolly 
bachelar, ‘Gor? te i 


‘This was more in the line of Archdeacgn Villon, 
who, archMiaconal, angular and dismal, with phimp 
MisAWillon, at his sicle, wag allowed to ‘Be the first 
to board the Malauayaaethe Friday moming y 

However close tie Arlyar Sea yay havesbeon, 
there 18 ahyays som. “ieezé froggedone cause oF 
another, Ths is lost when yoo fall ithe leoward 
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of Bombay. At the entrance to it, the climate 
knocles. you: down as with a dedge-hammers And 
here was sledge-hammey news, + 

Colonel .~Uller had cenlinugl bie protective 
attention, to~ Agnes Giant until Uus moment, 
“She'll never be able to live m Bombay,” ho was 
saying to himself as he noted the paleness of her 
camco features, though the blue eyes were bright 

“beneath a trieniphant hat. , , 

“ She'll aever need to,” he concluded, as he nickly 
took in a cortain funereal aspect of thing.. the, 
absenge Qf the bridegroom whom ke would save 
known by sight, and the presenzo, in quiet mufli 
behind the archdeacon, of the Governor Whose 
features atl Tughghmen knew. In an instant, too 
the mornin,"’s newspapers were aboard, with .7. kre * 
of Corgand and articles about him { ' 

“Come here, Miss“Grant,’’ said Littler 5 

We led her, preeiging something, mto a corner 
away froin the absorbed throng of passengers always 
pressing forwaid. Then he went lo ‘iing the 
archdeacon to her, " 

Afterwards he eltaced himself during nany days. 

‘There wero later months, while sh was recovetin 
at Mahableshwar, when he showsd himself with 
dis«yetion. She did not return pate England, ag 
was yxpected of her; and Ius‘sgtant sui Ry) 
rewarded, - . 

But Who killed Cock Robin ? ” Lord Chiilling- 
ham could no? let the question be. 

‘Thare’s the finest.alventuie in the“orld here 
yel, Haddld,”’ he kept saying to the Chicf of Pohco, 
“TE you won't find out by regular metho I will by 
irregular ~Corsand went to help a foo] doctus ins 
love, and I want to go lo aveyre Iur. . I belidve 
the Viccroy would pul-t ¢ mattis mto my hands if 
IT asked,” enw, ne 

That, howe’ 701, 43,0 slory by tself, 
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4% + aiid 

Shiva had undonbt dly conquered th the 1 4 
innings Those who aid approached Loa Closajo he 
chime were dead or neu yipo Lt sagned useles 
for tha funds jy. sly dayton, ye 


o~ 
Anl ths atts got of tty word ¢ 
TNs a5 Ueesa Dany hing ints sleeve, 
He rom fer ciloa drs word i 
‘hluio’) un thor wo aeheve . 
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